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BUON NATALE - MERRY CHRISTMAS
FELICE ANNO NUOVO - HAPPY NEW YEAR 2026!

LONG ISLAND COLUMBLUS DAY New Venue in Babylon a Great Success

Manhattan Columbus Day Rained Out

Babylon, Long Island hosted Columbus Day Pararade while the Deer Park
Fire Department held the Breakfast. Here at the firehouse are State
President Arthur Spera, one of the parade Marshalls, Enzo BiFulco (52 year
member of Cellini Lodge #2206), National President Thom Lupo and National
IPP from Connecticut, Michael Polo.

NYS Grand Lodge Foundation
supports the Marty Lyons Foundation

as a new State charity.

The Golden Lion newspaper
gl (offers a new advertising option for

members - see page 19.

Honorees: NY State IPP Biagio J. Isgro, Jr.
; annd National IPP Michael G. Polo with NY State

Yerhonnior Mewcai

Executive Board at the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum
Annual Luncheon on November 8 - see p. 8.

a2l “‘l

W)

& = B ——

MEET & GREET

State President Arthur and
National President Thom were
available to be congratulated at
a Celebratory Brunch prepared
by District |. Both were elected
to President positions in the
past few months and both are
from District | lodges. Arthur a
member of Vigiano Brothers
and Thom a member of Dr.
Vincenzo Sellaro.

Remembering
CARLO
MATTEUCCI

see p.5
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DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
FEBRUARY 8. 2026

Al articles for publication must be typed, double spaced and saved and sent as
a document file in Arial Narrow 12pt. font. All photograph captions must be
typed identifying lodge with full name and number; all persons should be identified.
Digital photos should be taken in the highest quality setting possible of the
camera or phone; poor quality photos may NOT be published. DO NOT copy
and paste photos in email, rather attach as a file (named if possible). All articles
and captions must be received before the deadline date. Unpublished articles
are not returned. The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, letters, advertise-
ments, and other material submitted for publication, for its length, clarity, accuracy,
and for conformity to the ideals of the Order. For further information please

contact the Editor by email: mavleonedoro@gmail.com.
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ARE YOU CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?
PLEASE NoOTIFY THE GOLDEN LION

This will assure that you will receive your copy of the Golden
Lion on time at your new address, and the NY Grand Lodge
will save the 75 cents charged by the United States Postal
Service for each returned newspaper. Please notify us of a
change of address as soon as possible.

Email or send letter or postcard to the Grand Lodge office
(see below). Include the following: name, lodge #, complete
old address and new address otherwise changes cannot be
processed.
EMALIL TO: nysosia@aol.com
MAIL TO: New York State OSIA Grand Lodge
Attention: The Golden Lion
2101 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY
11710-5605

/OUR SITES: Grand Lodge website: http://www.nysosia.org/. k

YouTube channel: “NYS OSDIA GRAND LODGE". YouTube

Facebook page: Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America, Grand ﬁ
Lodge of New York.
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The Golden Lion is the official publication of
the New York State Order Sons of ltaly in
America (NYS OSIA) Grand Lodge, the
largest and longest established organization
representing New York's women and men of
Italian heritage. The Golden Lion strives to
provide timely information about NYS OSDIA,
while reporting individuals, institutions, issues
and events of current or historical significance
in the New York Italian-American community.

The Golden Lion is published 5 times yearly:
(Jan-Feb-Mar, Apr-May-June, Jul-Aug, Sep-
Oct, and Nov-Dec) by NYS OSDIA, 2101
Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY 11710, 516-
785-4623. Mailed at periodicals postage
rates at Bellmore and at additional mailing of-
fices under USPS permit #017-248 1997
NYS OSDIA. Al rights reserved. Reproduc-
tion by any method without permission of the
editor is prohibited. Statements of fact and
opinion are the responsibility of the authors
and do not necessarily imply an opinion on
the part of the officers, employees and mem-
bers of NYS OSDIA. The Golden Lion ac-
cepts queries, unsolicited manuscripts, news
releases, reviews, and comments, but does
not assume any responsibility for unsolicited
materials. Letters to the editor must include
the name, address, and daytime telephone
number of the author to be considered for
publication. Annual subscriptions are included
in the dues for NYS OSDIA.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
The Golden Lion, 2101 Bellmore Avenue,
Bellmore, NY 11710. NYS OSIA membership
information is available at 800-322-OSIA.
Archives are maintained at the Immigration
History Research Center, University of Min-
nesota. Printing by Richner Communica-
tions, Inc., 2 Endo Blvd., Garden City, NY.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the New York Grand Lodge,

To say that October was a busy month would be an under-
statement. There were so many ltalian Heritage Celebrations
going on in every corner of our state. | thank and congratu-
late every lodge that held a program or celebration. You
make us very proud. First Lady Joanne and | tried to make it
to as many that we could, and we thank you all for your hos-
pitality, friendship and generosity. Looking back to
September, our 2N Annual Cigar Night was a very success-
ful event, thank you to IPP Biagio Isgro for running that
event, it was %ouble the size of the first Cigar Night. On
September 13" the Gift of Sight Luncheon was held and
was well attended. Thank you to Chairperson Mary
Naccarato and Vice-Chair Mark Ventimiglia for doing an out-
standing job.

Unfortunately, the New York City Columbus Day Parade was cancelled due to a “Nor’easter”,
but we were able to have our Long Island Columbus Day Parade in Deer Park this year which
turned out to be an incredible event. First time at a new location and extremely well attended.
| thank all of the lodges and members that participated and made the day special. The parade
ran along Deer Park Ave. and ended at the Constantino Brumidi Lodge where there was an
It?Iian Food and Entertainment Festival. Thank you to the Brumidi Lodge for hosting that part
of the day.

Both National President Thom Lupo and | were honored during October by lodges and at
some community events. | have to say | am deeply honored and humbled for those recogni-
tions. Thank you to the Town of Babylon, District 1 OSDIA, America Lodge, Suffolk County
Executive Ed Romaine and the Italian American Museum. As | said, October was a very busy
month. | thank everyone for your respect and hospitality. And, | absolutely have to thank your
First Lady and my wife Joanne for accompanying me to all of these activities.

We are getting to that time of year where we have to start thinking of transitioning of leader-
ship and planning for the future of our lodges. Lodge Presidents should be planning their
Nominating Committees now. Members should seriously consider running for council posi-
tions in the lodge. Remember that Convention Delegates are elected EVERY YEAR, regard-
less of the term of office for the lodge council. That all being said, we are seriously consider-
ing hosting a Leadership Seminar sometime next spring to help everyone understand their
responsibilities at their respective positions.

The most important subject concerning lodges is membership. We are on a steady pace with
membership but we can do more. The two keys to membership are orientation and retention.
Every lodge should be implementing these ideals. Without orientation new members will not
understand what we are all about. We are not just a social club; we are a fraternal organiza-
tion based on preserving and promoting our Italian Heritage. And, we have to be doing some-
thing right to celebrate 120 years in existence. The second key is retention. Once the mem-
bers join it is up to all of us to make sure they do not “fall through the cracks” and disappear.
Embrace your new members and get them involved.

As promised, our new Grand Lodge Website is moving along and should be up and running
in the very near future. Bob Graham from the Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge and Donna
Johnson from the America Lodge are working very hard to get us online. We promise you will
enjoy what you see.

We recently held our Autumn Plenary Session, hosted by the Antonio Meucci Lodge in White
Plains. Thank you to Lodge President Camille Tarrone and IPP Mario Cermele who catered
the event. We had a very productive day and completed a lot of business. Our next Plenary
Session will be held on Saturday, January 31, 2026. Due to an unforeseen circumstance, it
was brought to my attention that our Corresponding Secretary Andrew Reilly was having a
problem with his position and asked to resign. | refused to accept his resignation and told him
that | would figure out a solution. | contacted our State Treasurer Mark Dozoretz and asked
him if he would consider switching positions with Andrew. Without hesitation Mark said,
“Whatever you need, | will do”. That is true fraternalism. | thank both of these brothers for hav-
ing the courage and respect to do that. Joanne and | would like to thank all the members for
the beautiful Christmas gift, it is greatly appreciated. At the meeting the Executive Board
announced to the assembly that the Grand Lodge will be sponsoring a new State Charity, the
Marty Lyon’s Foundation. Based on Long Island and founded in 1982 by NFL Hall of Famer
and former New York Jet Marty Lyon’s, the foundation has offices in 17 states and provides
“Wishes” to terminally ill children. The charity will be listed on the 2026 NYS Convention
Donation List. We are not asking anyone to give less money to any charity they normally
donate to, we are just asking that you also consider this worthwhile cause as well.

| also announced at the meeting that our new State CSJ Chairperson is Eleanor Jobbagy and
the Co-Chair is Mario Cermele. | believe that they are a dynamic team and will do great things
to promote the Positive Image of our organization. Thank you, Eleanor and Mario for accept-
ing and good luck to both of you. It was also announced at the meeting that our 2026 Winter
Charity Ball will be held on Friday, January 30, 2026 at Leonard’s Palazzo. This year, we have
4 special honorees, besides our National President Thom Lupo we have 3 successful busi-
nesswomen. Letters will be going out shortly, we hope you plan to attend. And, in the spirit of
trying new things, we are discontinuing our Walk for a Cure and replacing it with a “Family
Fun Day” picnic. Our newly appointed Commission of Charities Chair people (Joanne Spera,

Chair; Carol DiTrapani, Co-chair) will chair the event and the Charity Chair people will be on
the committee representing their respective charities.

In closing, just a couple of personal comments. Con%ratulations to our State Chaplain, Fr.
Anthony Saliba who was just installed on October 26th as Pastor of St. Cyril and Methodius
Church in Deer Park, thank you to our members that attended the ceremony. Some of our
Past State Presidents are not doing too well right now, Nancy DiFiore Quinn, Salvatore
Lanzilotta, Joe Sciame and Carlo Matteucci. | ask that you please keep them in your prayers
along with any of your own personal needs and intentions. From First Lady Joanne, myself
and our entire family we wish each and every one of you and your families a Happy
Thanksgiving, a Blessed and Merry Christmas, Happy Hannukah and a safe and Happy New
Year.

Fraternally,

Arthur Spera

President
New York State Grand Lodge

New York State
Fall Plenary

Fall Plenary Photos

President Spera, on Saturday, October 26, 2025 held
the Fall Plenary that was hosted by the Antonio
Meucci Lodge #213. The meeting commenced at 9:37
am after the ceremonial lighting of the candles. Some
of the highlights were:

- Sarah Dozoretz was installed as a Trustee District
VII that Mark Dozoretz had overseen temporarily.

- President Arthur used an emergency ruling to have
Mark Dozoretz (now Corresponding Secretary) switch
positions with Andrew Reilly (now Treasurer ).

- Eleanor Jobbagy was appointed CSJ Chair with her
co-chair, Mario Cermele.

- new State Deputies were appointed across the state
and a Deputy Emeritus award was created.

- a new State Charity (Marty Lyons Foundation) was
adopted.

- the 2026 Convention will be June 26-29 at the
Desmond.

- new Scholarship forms are being made; lodges
should discard the old forms.

Guiseppe Verdi Lodge was closed; the Santa Maria
Lodge is in suspension.

- the Winter Plenary be held on Saturday, January 31,
2026.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 pm.

A
From top left sident Arthur and 1st Lady, Joanne at Fr. Saliba
Installation as Pastor; at Babylon, Long Island Columbus Day
Parade with 1st Lady and their family enjoying the parade.
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In Memoriam

District Lodge Name of Deceased _D0D

1 Sgt. John Basilone Lodge #2442  Carlo Matteucci 11/8/2025
2 Cellini Lodge #2206 Connie Ciccone 11/17/2025
2 Giovanni Caboto #2372 Thomas Adamo 10/21/2025
2 Rose Rizzacasa 6/26/2025

Giovanni Caboto #2372

Trom the Editor's ﬂe«fff

| hope your Thanksgiving was enjoyable and you have a great Holiday
season. | give thanks not only for the important things in life, but for those
that have made an impact in my life whether alive or no longer here.

Carlo Matteucci was a nice man that | knew. From my association with
him, | knew him to be a man of integrity. As a Past State President, he
will be truly missed. See his partial bio on p. 5.

| am sure there were many thanks within the lodges, such as John Michael Marino’s 100th
anniversary and at the District Level with the new Babylon Columbus Day Parade (see p. 9).

I want to thank all those that have assisted me in support of the Golden Lion. As usual, Anita
Rosato with ads, Eileen Stavis with mailing lists, Eleanor Jobbagy with new members lists
and Carol DiTrapani for her patience and outstanding proofing acumen. And speaking of ads
above, please see page nine for a NEW QR CODE advertisement opportunity.

Thanks to all the lodges that provide stories, pictures and captions and listen to my insis-
tence on proper font and format - it's needed to be organized. Thanks for all those that help
the State out with photos - your names are usually listed. And especially to Kathy Sanfilippo
this year for the many events she covered.

Thanks to President Arthur for appointing me as Editor and reawakening the website, which
| hope to have this paper on it soon; Bob Graham and Donna Johnson | thank for their work
on this website and | think we all should give thanks for their volunteering to help spread pos-
itive ideas digitally, for the Order through New York OSDIA.

As Autumn moves to Winter and 2025 to 2026, | lift a glass to you and say ‘Salute!

Buon Natale

LocAL LoDGE INITIATIONS '

— e —
—— =

Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - October new member Initiation. Photo fom I-r: Membership Chairperson Gloria
Stingone, Trustee Bruno Caracciolo, IPP Rosemarie Baffo Stathes, new member James Barcellino, Dist. Il
Trustee Andrew Monteleone, new member Luigi DiStaso, President Robert Baccari, new member Margaret
Montuori, State Past President Joseph Rondinelli, new members Carmela Staffa and Suzette Filipski, Lodge
Deputy Joseph Armocida, and 1st VP Gerardo Filippone.
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FroM YOUR STATE CHAPLAIN
By Fr. Anthony Saliba

Giuseppe Verdi: A Musical Genius
Guided by Faith

Among composers who have shaped Italy's
cultural soul, Giuseppe Verdi holds a special
place in the hearts of opera lovers. Along with
Giacomo Puccini and Gaetano Donizetti, Verdi
is one of my favorite composers, not just for the
beauty of his music, but also for humanity and
depth in every note.

Verdi was born in 1813 in the small village of Le
Roncole, in Emilia Romagna, around 86 miles
southeast of Milan, Italy. His was a deeply reli-
gious family. From an early age, he was sur-
rounded by typical rhythms of the northern
Italian village life and the sacred traditions of
the Catholic Church, which left an indelible
mark on his character. Even as his talent pro-
pelled him to international fame, Verdi
remained a man shaped by Christian values:
humility, moral reflection, and compassion for
others.

What | find most compelling about Verdi is the
way he humanizes the struggles of his charac-
ters while pointing toward higher truths. His
most famous operas - like Rigoletto, La
Traviata, Aida, Don Carlo - are not just typical
romantic stories of passion, jealousy, or
revenge. They are profound explorations of jus-
tice, forgiveness, and redemption. In listening
to his music, then, one can feel his deep aware-
ness of human frailty, but also his hope in the
possibility of grace and moral courage.

Verdi’s life was not without sorrow. He endured
the loss of his beloved wife and children, yet he
never allowed these personal tragedies to
embitter him. Instead, he poured his heart into
music, allowing his grief to deepen his empathy
and his understanding of the human condition.
He also lived his faith quietly, contributing to the
welfare of his community and maintaining a
humble devotion to God, even as Europe and

FR. ANTHONY SALIBA
NEW YORK OSIA STATE CHAPLAIN

the rest of the world celebrated his genius.

For me, listening to Verdi's music is both an
artistic and a spiritual experience. The soaring
melodies, the dramatic tension, the moments of
tender reflection: all these remind me that art
and faith are not separate, but intertwined.
Alongside Puccini’s emotional immediacy and
Donizetti's elegant lyricism, Verdi’s works speak
directly to the heart, inviting us to reflect on our
own lives, our choices, and our call to virtue.

In the end, Giuseppe Verdi is more than a com-
poser to admire from afar. He is a witness to the
beauty and struggles of the human spirit, and a
reminder that faith and artistry can coexist, each
enriching the other. His music continues to
move me, not only because of its genius, but
because it resonates with the values | hold dear:
compassion, justice, and hope in God’s loving
mercy.
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member, Robert Agnello, with President Stella Grillo.

Initiation of Luigi Pirandello Lodge 2875’s newest

State Chaplain, Fr. Saliba swears in as Pastor of
Saints Cyril & Methodius on October 26.

< Marty Lions Charity - NYS Grand Lodge Foundation >
Chairperson - Joseph Rondinell; Co-Chair - Joseph llardi

Christmas and Holiday ads are in the Centerfold - thank
you to all lodges and individuals for your support!

Corrections: September - October: Scholarship on p. 13 should full description is: Vincent Linguanti
Lodge #2212 Scholarship in Memory of Deceased Members and the Rockland Lodge #2176 Mowerson
Family Scholarship in Memory of William A. Mowerson, Maren Savino, Cleveland Institute of Music

note: please let the Editor know if you see a substantive error in a current issue.




NEW YORK OSDIA LoDGE NEWS

Remembering Carlo Matteucct - NYS Past President
Carlo Matteucci was a dedicated and devoted member of the Order. For many years he
showed total commitment to OSDIA by promoting its goals and motto ... Liberty, Equality, and
Fraternity. Brother Carlo was born on December 16, 1943 to Carlo and Anna Matteucci in

Loggia Glen Cove #1016 &
John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 orig-|
inally erected the Columbus statue in
Mineola, NY. Every year they celebrate ata
wreath laying.

Brooklyn, New York. He was raised and educated on Long Island and graduated college with
a Bachelor of Science degree. For 27 years he was employed by the County of Suffolk and
was the Community Development Fiscal Manager for the County Executive’s Office. He retired
on May 19, 2007.

Carlo met Madeline DiPoto in 1965 while attending college and they were married on June 27,
1970. They became members of the Order, joining the John A. Prudenti Lodge #2442 on
December 13, 1979. In 2007, the lodge’s name was changed to the Sgt. John Basilone Lodge.
Carlo served as President from 1985-1987. Carlo and Madeline have been proud to promote
education and help Italian-Americans achieve their goals and aspirations. They generously
established two perpetual scholarships — the Carlo and Anna Matteucci Memorial Scholarship
in honor of Carlo’s parents, and the Carlo and Madeline Matteucci Family Scholarship.

Huntington, LI wreath laying with NYS
President Arthur (left) and National
President Thom (3rd from right).

Carlo Matteucci was elected State First Vice President in 2001. He was appointed State
Membership Chairman and the theme Carlo recommended for membership was “Every mem-
ber is important and every lodge counts.” The committee held membership meetings in every
district in the state, obtained retail discounts, and established the OSIA singles committee.

Then, at the 2005 State Convention Carlo Matteucci was elected by acclamation as the 27th
State President of the New York Grand Lodge. His main theme was ... stay focused, stay com-
mitted, stay together for a better tomorrow. He was proud to have been the State President
when the Order celebrated its 100th Anniversary on June 22, 2005. Under his leadership, the
Grand Lodge raised thousands of dollars for the victims of Hurricane Katrina, for the Fr.
Donald B. Licata Memorial Fund, and supported Judge Samuel Alito to serve on the United
States Supreme Court. Because of Brother Carlo’s strong belief in Italian culture, a statewide
bocce tournament was initiated during his administration, the Italian culture, education, and
language was introduced on the State OSIA web-site, and the Curriculum Guide was estab-
lished for the local lodges to teach the Italian language. During his administration, the Grand
Lodge, Grand Lodge Office, and Grand Lodge Foundation budgets were balanced, the Senior
Citizens Housing was set to generate income into the Grand Lodge Foundation, and the
Grand Lodge raffles were duly licensed by the State of New York and the Town of Hempstead
where the Grand Lodge of New York is located.

= |8 R

As State President, Brother Carlo was the overseer of 84 lodges in the State of New York, C | "[" Y H A L L
Chairman of the New York Grand Lodge Foundation, Inc., and Chairman of the New York

State Commission for Social Justice. Most recently, he served as National Trustee Emeritus.

Carlo Matteucci was a man of honor and
integrity who served with pride and dis-
tinction. Well organized, responsible
and personable are the traits that
described him. He worked diligently with
others to make OSDIA grow and pros-
per. Surely, his spirit thanks his family,
friends, and OSDIA for their love, sup- |
port, and for making his life so fulfilling.

Fraternally edited from Carlo’s bio by Carol 1
DiTrapani and Editor Mark A. Ventimiglia.

Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 - Christopher
Columbus celebrations at the City of Watervliet's raising of
the ltalian Flag for the 1st time. Group at City Hall: front row,
far right is Prof. Philip DiNovo; suited Mayor Charles

Patricelli, behind, the "white" of the flag.
< Liberty >

Equality
Fraternity

Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 - Grand Marshall Assembly

woman and Stella D’Argento member, Donna Lupardo with

Binghamton Mayor Jared Kraham during Columbus Day

celebrations.

A kS . e P o BTN 4 ) AL toL,
Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Annual Columbus Day wreath ceremony at Tibbetts Park, White Pl

ains, NY.

o
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LocAL LODGES - WHAT’S HAPPENING

Duca Degli Abruzzi Lodge #443 (the “bukes") - Columbus Day
Italian Heritage Celebration honoring Scholarship winners and the

; L ! i Man of the Year recipient Joe Franchini (center) with Dukes President
The John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 celebrated its 100th Anniversary Matt Coletta and State President Arthur Spera.

at the Fox Hollow in Woodbury, NY on 11/6/25. The Lodge is named after 3

Private John Michael Marino who was the first Italian-American from Port 2 d —
Washmgton to die in World War |. Pictured is NYS Grand Lodge President COlumbUS Lodge #2143 - IPP Frank Franchi’s Testimonial Dinner Dance at p—
Arthur Spera (L) and OSDIA National President Tom Lupo (R) along with the Fox Hollow Country Club 11/2/25. Here Frank is with wife Gina (NYS
Lodge President Anthony Cavallaro (2nd from right) receiving a special flag Financial Secretary), his children and his Dad. It was a great party that was
presented to the Lodge from Anthony Marino, nephew of Private John enjoyed by everyone. Thank you Phil Guerrieri, Anthony Napolitano and
Michael Marino. everyone who helped make this a beautiful event! Tantissimi Auguri Frank!

Romanesque Lodge #2198 - Serata Italiana was N honor of ltalian Heritage and Culturl
_ahuge success. Sold out dinner dance celebrating ~ Month, Joe DiMaggio Lodge #2248

= 1 talian heritage with proceeds going to our scholar- members Liz Scire, Lisa Macchiarola
r ship fund. and Pat Guthoff decorated a display at

E the East Fishkill Library in Hopewell

Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Italian Heritage Day at  Junction, NY. Lodge members provided

« Glen Cove Library with PreS|dent Marisa Gambino. pottery, books, dolls and other memora-

; bilia for library patrons to view and enjoy.

Pictured left to right are Liz Scire, Lisa

Macchiarola and Pat Guthoff who set up
the display.

/
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John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - Orator, Daniel Simonelli,

and his wife Michele, have welcomed a new addition to their family.

Nathan Oliver Simonelli was born on Sunday, November 2nd at

11:38 PM. He entered the world weighing 6 pounds,14 ounces,  Captain Kathy Mazza Lodge #2163A - memorial for her mom, Rose Mazza. Deceased members and fam-

and measuring 20 inches in length. Sister Isabella is already ilies of the lodge were also honored and celebrating the passing of Rose Mazza, Vincent Balsamo and

embracing her role as “Big Sister” to her precious baby brother. Richard Haemmerle. Blessings, music and eulogies were said. Rose Mazza wrote a book about her daugh-
- ter and everyone received a copy.

2026 NYS OSDIA/CSJ "La Bella Lingua Awards"

In January "La Bella Lingua Award" selection process will begin with candidate applications mailed to each
of the NYS OSDIA/CSJ Districts’ High Schools that offers Italian Language courses. The mailing’s cover letter
requests the HS Italian Language Teachers select one of their most qualified graduating seniors (completing
at least three years of Italian Language courses) to participate. The school must then submit two copies of
their applicant’s official transcript, letter of recommendation, completed application and student’s essay. Al
graduating High School students, completing at least three years of ltalian Language Courses, may ask their

v =]
Anthony (NYS Trustee) and Sue Ann
Rotoli celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary on October 3rd, 2025 with
their family.

e I' 2 Births: Nathan Oliver Simonelli Italian Language teacher if they may be considered as their High School’s “La Bella Lingua Award” candidate.
£ - Anni . The student selected by their District's NYS OSDIA/CSJ “La Bella Lingua Award” Committee will be presented
E versary: 60 years - Anthony and Sue Ann Rotoli with a $500 check drawn from the New York State Grand Lodge Foundation, Inc., and the "La Bella Lingua

Award" certificate. All questions may be addressed to Mary Ann Rispoli, NYS OSDIA/CSJ “La Bella Lingua
Award” Program Chairperson at marispoli@verizon.net.

Nuptial and Natal Announcements Section :
¢Please send me your announcements of marriages or milestone anniversaries (25th, 50th etc.) or of new births. This should only be a marriage of a member sent by the member. In addition, if a member has a new arrival,s
+that is, their son or daughter or a grandparent having a new grandson or granddaughter; send me an announcement. For marriages: the name of the member(s) namely, bride and groom, the date of the wedding and the
+full lodge name and number. For births: birthdate (height and weight optional), name of parents or grandparents, one or more which is an OSDIA member and the full lodge name and number. Email me, Golden Lion Editor§
.at mavleonedoro@gmail.com with the subject line stating marriage or birth announcement. The announcement (and photo if you like) will subsequently go in the Golden Lion Newspaper. :
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

| would like to thank President Arthur, for
appointing me CSJ Chairperson. | am honored
to serve in this role and thank him for placing his
confidence in me and co-chairperson Mario
Cermele to lead the New York State CSJ.
Together, Mario and |, along with our exceptional
Executive Board, District Liaisons and Local
Lodge Liaisons, will do our best as we continue
the important work of the CSJ.

In Syracuse, we are still awaiting the final out-
come regarding the Columbus Statue. Although
there is no decision at this time, the Columbus
Monument Corporation held its annual
Columbus Day Luncheon on October 13 after
the wreath laying ceremony at the monument
site.

Since the Long Island Columbus Day Parade
was moved from Huntington to Deer Park this
year, the Town of Huntington held its first Italian
American Heritage and Culture Celebration
marking the history, culture and achievements of
Huntington’s Italian American community.

In commemoration of Christopher Columbus’
historic voyage, the Congress by joint resolution
of April 30, 1934, and modified in 1968, as
amended has requested the President proclaim
the second Monday of October of each year as
Columbus Day. On October 9, 2025, in accor-
dance with this resolution, President Donald J.
Trump proclaimed October 13, 2025, as
Columbus Day. He called upon all people of the
United States to observe this day with appropri-
ate ceremonies and activities. He directed that
the flag of the United States be displayed on all
public buildings in honor of Christopher
Columbus and all who contributed to building
our nation. Thank you, President Trump.

In the City of Geneva, the principal of the North
Street School sent a message to the parents of
the children attending that school stating school
would be closed on Monday, October 13 for
Indigenous Peoples’ Day although the school
district calendar shows Monday, October 13 as
Columbus Day. We received this information
from Peter Gillotte, President of the Geneva
Lodge. Thanks to President Peter for bringing
this to our attention. Peter sent a letter to the
Geneva Superintendent and the CSJ will also
respond.

COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

In celebration of Italian Heritage Month and
Columbus Day, several of our liaisons put up
displays in local libraries. For the most part, the
libraries were agreeable to setting up the dis-
plays. However, in Bay Ridge Brooklyn, CSJ
Liaison Joe Sbarra reported that although the
library accepted the material, there was no evi-
dence that it was ever displayed.

In Manhattan, educational material promoting
Italian Heritage Month was given to the New
Amsterdam and Battery Park libraries. None of
the material was about Christopher Columbus,
since they would not display Columbus material.
When he returned to the New Amsterdam
Library in early October, Liaison Andy Dell'Olio
was told that they would not display the material,
and they returned all material to Andy. The
Battery Park Library would not display any mate-
rial referencing Columbus, or any material from
OSDIA because our organization supports
Columbus. Andy was told that according to a
memo issued by the New York Central Library
which covers Manhattan, Brooklyn and the
Bronx, it is up to the discretion of the local library
to decide what material they display. We are in
the process of trying to obtain the referenced
memo to further pursue this matter.

We are working with National CSJ President
John Fratta and State President Arthur Spera to
determine just how to proceed. This is truly an
attack on our heritage, culture and the ltalian
American community.

Loggia Glen Cove President Marisa Gambino
reported that at the Glen Cove Library, after
being assured that this year a display for ltalian
Heritage Month would be in a more central dis-
play area, upon visiting the library, she found
there was no display for Italian Heritage Month.
She was told there was some display in the end
cap. However, the Hispanic Heritage display
was in the central display area. She was told
that she would have to wait until October 15 —
the end of Hispanic Heritage Month for a larger
display. When she returned to the library on
October 22, there was no display at all. She
was told the display had just been taken down,
which meant the display was only up for a week.
After sending an email expressing her disap-
pointment, Marisa was told the library serves a
diverse community, and they strive to represent
all groups equally within their budget and space
availability. She was told that her letter would be
shown to the Library Board of Trustees as she
requested.

Remember, if you see or hear something nega-
tive or positive, please let us know. You are all
the eyes and ears of the CSJ. It is so important
that each local lodge has a CSJ liaison. If you do
not, ask for a volunteer or appoint one.

To raise funds to offset the cost of printing our
positive image materials, such as the materials
used for library displays, new member welcome
packages and various local lodge events, CSJ
will run a Super Bowl pool. Boxes will be $25
each. The prizes will be $200 for the first and
third quarters, $350 for the half-time score and

MESSAGE FROM CSJ CHAIRPERSON ELEANOR JOBBAGY \

$500 for the final score. Anthony Rotoli will be
handling this.

Our annual CSJ Brunch will be held on Sunday,
June 14, 2026, at Russo’s on the Bay. Two of our
honorees have been confirmed at this time —
State Immediate Past President Biagio Isgro and
Immediate Past CSJ Chairperson John Fratta
who is now serving as National CSJ President.

Information regarding the Bella Lingua Award
process will be sent out this month by
Chairperson Mary Ann Rispoli. The information
should be mailed out in January to school dis-
tricts in New York State that offer Italian
Language courses.

The John Dabbene Essay Contest committee
met in late October to select the winners of this
contest. Chairperson Geri Graham has notified
the Lodge Presidents who had recipients. The
recipients are:

District 1:

Arianna Schum: — 8th grade — Constantino
Brumidi

James Sheridan - 7th grade - Perry Como
Ethan Rankin - 11t grade — Perry Como
Julianne Lucie — 12th grade - Perry Como
District 2:

Olivia Conway - gth grade — John Michael
Marino

Sofia Conway — 11th grade — John Michael
Marino

District 3:

Deegan Kochendorfer — 19th grade — Father
Vincent R. Capodanno

Michael llliano — 12t grade — Per Sempre
District 4:

Emma Cannavo - 7t grade — Antonio Meucci

District 5

Julia Seewald - 12th grade — Vincent Linguanti
District 7:

Ryan Sexton — 7th grade — Stella D’Argento

The new Columbus Award Program has officially
been named the Lou Gallo Columbus Award. As
you all know, Lou was our “Columbus.” This
was new for 2025 and will continue to be a year-
ly program. This award is being chaired by
District 3 Liaison Andrew llliano.

Remember to read the book review written by
Lisa Serafini and Alison Vitucci in this edition of
the Golden Lion. This review is of a children’s
book and would make a nice stocking stuffer for
Christmas.

Lastly, | would like to congratulate our
Immediate Past Chairman John Fratta for being
appointed National CSJ President and thank
him for all he has done for the New York CSJ
and the Italian American Community as a whole.
It has been my privilege to have served as his
co-chair.

Once again, thank you President Arthur for your
vote of confidence.

Fraternally,

oflean.o'c Jobbagy [=] [w]

http://www.columbusthetruth.org <&
http://www.0.org !'3:'.':-'":.

**Welcome Eleanor to the Golden Lion news-
paper. | am sure your columns will be insightful
and informative to our members and in keeping
our ltalian-American pride**

- the Editor and your long ago neighbor.

GOLDEN LION BOOK REVIEW

by Alison Vitucci and Lisa Serafini

The Case of Antonio Meucci & The Telephone, Just the Facts by Frances R. Curcio
& Myra Zarnowski

Are you looking for a gift for curious children that will encourage their critical thinking and strengthen
their cultural identity? The Case of Antonio Meucci & The Telephone is a great gift and/or stocking
stuffer that you can read with your youngsters. The book will share information that you probably did
not know, and ask questions that will encourage insightful intergenerational discussions.

Grouping Antonio Meucci’s life story into ten factoids, the book shares how this Italian inventor came
to start the telephone in Florence, Italy, and eventually traveled to Staten Island, New York, where
he perfected his invention. It also shares how he was an engineering genius, but the language
barrier impacted business success in an adopted nation during a time of ingenuity.

Although Meucci died a poor man, he left a rich legacy to Italian-Americans to be proud of.
Read the book The Case of Antonio Meucci & The Telephone, and visit the Garibaldi-Meucci
Museum in Staten Island, to learn more about Antonio Meucci, the original creator of the telephone.

One last “Think about it:" What do you think Antonio Meucci’s thoughts would be about our modern-
day smartphones?

Lisa is a District VI Trustee from Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321
Alison Vitucci is Treasurer for Cellini Lodge #2206
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RESERVED FOR JOE SCIAME’S RETURN

GARIBALDI-MEUCCI
MUSEUM (GMM)

420 Tompkins Avenue
Sy Staten Island, New York 10305
718-442-1608
garibaldimeuccimuseum.com

Angelo Rossi, Carol Rossi, Joseph Sciame, Nico
Toliano, and Journal Chairperson Robert Graham.

GMM Advisor Dr. Fran Cursio, co-author of the newly
published book titled “The Case of Antonio Meucci
and the Telephone — Just the Facts” that is reviewed
in this edition of The Golden Lion, announced the
highly anticipated initiative to rename two streets fac-
ing the Museum to the north and east - Antonio
Meucci Way, and Giuseppe Garibaldi Way.

Dr. Cursio successfully championed this initiative, and
the renaming ceremony will take place on April 18,
2026.

Luncheon attendees were invited to the GMM to
toast the opening of our new exhibit titled
“Michelangelo Genius in Marble and Fresco Exhibit".
The exhibit was designed by our Museum Education
Coordinator, AnnMarie Cicero.

Message from GMM Co-Chairperson
Marianne Bortone Prince

On Saturday, November 8th the Garibaldi Meucci
Museum held its 37" Annual Fundraiser Luncheon
at LiGreci's Staaten on Staten Island. Museum
President/CEQ/Chairperson Joseph was unable to
join us due to a recent illness and sent his heartfelt
greetings to everyone in attendance. He wished us
all a Happy Thanksgiving and a blessed Christmas,
sharing his sincere best wishes for the upcoming hol-
iday season. He is deeply grateful for the outpouring
of support he has received. The get-well cards, notes
of encouragement, phone calls, and visits have
meant a great deal to him as he recovers. Your kind-
ness and thoughtfulness are deeply appreciated.

Thank you to everyone who attended and/or support-
ed the event by purchasing a journal ad, table spon-
sor, raffle ticket, provided a raffle prize or donation.
Many journeyed from every direction - North, South,
East, the Midwest - and played a significant role in
making this event a memorable and meaningful gath-
ering. We are thankful to the Grand Lodge of New
York Foundation, Inc. for their continued annual
donation to the GMM presented at our luncheon
each year.

i

By Comm. Joseph Sciame,

g Bl
GMM CEO/Chair & /7 J7is
President, Sons of Italy |1
: % &
Foundation v

We extended our warmest congratulations to our
incredible honorees, National Immediate Past
President Michael G. Polo, Grand Lodge of New York
Immediate State Past President Biagio J. Isgro, Jr.,
Co-founders of the St. George Theatre on Staten
Island Doreen Cugno & Luanne Sorrentino, and
Special Appreciation to National Overseer NY Carol
Berardi & Rocco Berardi. All were recognized for
their outstanding contributions to the Italian American
community. We celebrated their achievements and
their commitment to preserving our shared heritage.

| am deeply grateful to our luncheon committee. Their
hard work, passion, and attention to detail ensured
that the luncheon was a seamless and enjoyable
experience for everyone in attendance. | would be
remiss if | did not acknowledge each individual on the
committee who played a vital role in ensuring the
success of the event. Their ongoing support empow-
ers the Garibaldi Meucci Museum to continue its mis-
sion of education, preservation, and the celebration
of ltalian and Italian American history and culture.

Chairperson Fran Cicero, Assistant to the
Chairperson Colette Grillo, Adrian Balbuena, Carol
Berardi, Anthony Capriola, Josephine Capriola,
AnnMarie Cicero, Rosemary Federick, Vincent
llluzzi, Stephanie Lundegard, Mildred Mancusi,

Photographs are courtesy of Kathy Sanfilippo

Luncheon
Committee

-2 B

- Special Appreciation honorees NY

" National Overseer Carol Berardi and Rocco
Berardi with Co-Chair Marianne.

IPP Biagio J. Isgro, Jr. and National IPP
Michael G. Polo.

By Prof. William J. Castello

DOMENICO MARIANI

f all the characters in the lives of Garibaldi and
Meucci, there is one exceptional but tragic man.

An imposing figure of a man, Giovanni “Domenico”
Mariani, was a famous first violinist at Milan's La Scala Opera but
considered dangerous for his nationalistic activities. His first meeting
with Garibaldi is not recorded but it is assumed to have occurred
during the nationalist resistance revolts in Italy. They were close
friends. “Although Mariani and Garibaldi were like brothers in their
social relations with each other the former would say of a favorite

()

: f// dish ‘I will not eat it unless Mariani cooks it'.

- In 1846 he was reported to the government by Austrian
spies as a traitor and fled to London in disguise. There he met Don Francisco Marty, was the entre-
preneur who had recruited the Meuccis in 1835, took a position at the Tecon Opera in Havana.
There Marty met and formed a friendship with the Meuccis.

Cuba’s policy toward foreigners had soured. On March 24, 1850, he and many members
of Marty’s company, sailed from Havana, arriving in New York on April 13. Don Francisco Marty’s
company broke up there after a last performance at the Astor Place Theater. Soon, many found
work with Max Maretzek, the conductor and general manager of the New York opera house at
Castle Gardens at the southern tip of Manhattan. (2)

Maretze(kZSNaS the same man who turned his lease for his cottage in Staten Island over to Antonio
Meucci.

When the Meuccis, found their way to Staten Island, Mariani was invited to join them
there. He refused but visited often as he worked on and off with Max Maretzek both in New York
City and Boston. Salvi would return to Havana during the winter, but Domenico helped Muecci and
Garbaldi build furniture for the house, entertained them with his music and found no duty of the day
pleasanter then to cook Garibaldi's meals.

In 1854 Mariani’s work took him to Boston, where he married and started a family. When

visiting New York, he was a frequent visitor to the Meuccis. On an early trip, while lodging with
Meucci he became the first person to actually communicate with Meucci on the prototype tele-
phone.

His life became intermingled with the American Civil War where he worked as a Union
Army drum major and trained musicians. After the war, he and his family settled in Brooklyn. From
1865 t01868, he would visit the Meucci's once or twice a week if permitted and would cook meals
for Mrs. Meucci because she was disabled by arthritis. Out of work and needing money, he joined
a traveling military band as a drum major which kept him away from home. (1) Working time to time
in other marching bands, his financial fortunes turned bad, and he could no longer support his wife
and four children.

By 1886, impoverished and despondent, he attempted to commit suicide by jumping from
a Hoboken ferry boat. He was rescued by his friends and given money to rent a room. In 1893, at
the age of 89, the once illustrious first violin at La Scala, son of a wealthy silk merchant in Milan,
was an inmate at the New York City Aims House. He died in 1894 and was buried with his family
at Holy Cross Cemetery in Brooklyn.

(1)-wikiTree (Where genealogists collaborate): https://www.wikitree.com; > M > Mariani > Giovanni
Domenico Mariani Sr.

). BIOGRAPHS.ORG; Biographies of Famous People: “Max Maretzek, (American opera impresario, con-
ductor and composer); https//biographs.org

T

- ! 1
La Scala - Item # VAREVCSBDLASCCS001

posterazzi.com

.9

Max Maretzek biography. American opera imﬁre-

I ﬂ
il
- sario, conductor and composer. BIOGRAPHS.ORG

William J. Castello is a Past President (2018- 2023) of the Fr. Vincent Capodanno Lodge #212. He is a former
GMM Commissioner and the historian and artist in residence.
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CELEBRATING COLUMBUS DAY!
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Special thanks to Kathy Sanfillipo - Galileo Galilei #2253 -
who provided most Babylon LI photos.




Merry Christmas Wishing all our Brothers and Merry Christnas Merry Christmas & Merry Christmas Wishing Peace & Joy
Happy New Year to Our Sisters & Best Wishes Happy New Year & This beautiful
OSDIA Brothers & Sisters a Merry Christmas and a for a Happy, Healthy & to the Brothers and Sisters Happy New Year Christmas season
& your Families. Happy New Year! Prosperous New Year of OSDIA. In Memory of
Buon Natale e Biagio & Marisol Isgro Gina Franchi, Barbara Lupo
Arthur & Joanne Spera Felice Anno Nuovo Ernest & Anna Magliato & Family NYS Financial Secretary
NYS President NYS 2nd Vice President NYS Immediate Past Frank Franchi IPP Thom Lupo
& First Lady/State Scholarship Luigi Squillante NYS Cooley’s Anemia President/National Financial Columbus Lodge #2143 OSDIA National President
Chairlady NYS First Vice President Chairlady Secretary & Past First Lady .‘_ NYS Past President
Merry Christmas Merry & Blessed Christinas Wishing all our Happy, Healthy and Christmas Blessings May the timeless message
& & Brothers & Sisters Prosperous New Year! to all our Brothers & Sisters of Christinas
Happy, Healthy New Year Happy, Healthy New Year a Joyous Christmas & fill your hearts with joy.
to our Brothers & Sisters. Happy, Healthy New Year! Mark Dozoretz Nancy & John Quinn
From My Family To Yours NYS Corresponding Secy. NYS Past President Robert & Lina Ferrito
Remo & Celia Carriero Andrew & Debra Reilly and National Past President NYS Past President
Keith Wilson NYS Recording Secretary & Family Sarah Dozoretz National Foundation National Fifth Vice President
NYS Orator NYS Treasurer NYS Trustee Trustee Emeritus & NYS Past First Lady
ﬁ e Past State First Gent
Merry Christmas! May the peaceful spirit of Wishing you a joyous holiday May all the blessings Merry Christmas Wishing all of my
Christmas be with you season and a New Year filled of Christmas fill your & Happy, Healthy Brothers & Sisters
Anthony & Mary Naccarato throughout the New Year. with peace and happiness. hearts and homes New Year in the Sons &
NYS Past President with joy! Daughters of Italy
National Foundation Trustee Comm. Joseph Sciame Joseph & Carol DiTrapani Joseph & Joan Rondinelli a very Merry Christmas.
& NYS Past First Lady National/State Past President | | National/State Past President Carolyn Reres NYS State Past President
SIF President & Past First Lady NYS Past President NYS Past State 1st Lady William Barbera
National Foundation Trustee National Trustee State PrincipalTrustee
Season'’s Greetings Merry Christias Wishing Our OSDIA May This Season Be Filled My Best Wishes for a Merry Christmas
As we celebrate this & Members A Blessed & With God’s Love, Family, Very Merry Christmas
Christmas season, Happy New Year Joyous Christmas Friendships & Health! and a In Memory of
may peace & joy fill your days & to Our OSDIA & New Year! Happy and Healthy Carlo Matteucci
bring comfort to your heart. Brothers & Sisters! Gift of Sight New Year NYS Past President
Thank You Mary Naccarato, Chairperson National Foundation
Marianne Bortone Prince In Memory of For All Your Support & Gift of Sight Committee Eleanor Jobbagy Trustee Emeritus
Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Peter R. Zuzolo NYS Commuission for CYJ Chairperson Natl. Bd. of GMM Overseers
Co-Chair a National/State Past President Social Justice .‘:_-a Chairperson Emeritus
Best Wishes for blessings The Gift of Wishing you all a safe, May This Special Season of Brothers, Sisters & OSDIA May the peace and beauty
and good cheer. May the Love, Peace & Happiness ... healthy and hopeful Faith Bring God’s Blessing of Families of Christmas be with you
New Year bring prolonged may all these be yours at Christmas and Love, Family, Friendship Merry Christmas throughout the New Year!
happiness and prosperity to all! Christmas! New Year. & Good Health &
Happy New Year Family of
Gabribaldi-Meucci Museum Mildred Mancusi Father R. Adam Forno Marianne & John O’Neil Fraternally Joseph Cangemi
Board of Directors and NYS Cooley’s Anemia National Chaplain National Foundation Trustee District IV Trustees NYS Past President
Commissioners Co-Chairlady NYS State Chaplain Vito Catania —
Emeritus & Nancy Mascolo E
Season’s Greetings Wishing you a blessed May the peace and beauty Buon Natale A tutti i nostri fratelli e Merry Christmas,
and joyful Christmas, of the e Auguri di Buone Feste sorelle, Happy & Healthy New Year
abundant with peace, hope, Christmas Season Felice Anno Nuovo 2025 Tanti Carissimi Auguri di
Anthony & Sue Ann and the light of Christ’s love. last throughout the year Buon Natale Andrew Monteleone &
Rotol, Jr. District VI Trustee e Felice Anno Nuovo. Family
Fr. Anthony Vincent & Lisa Lisa Serafini and Eric NY State District II Trustee,
NYS Chaplan Giannantonio The Romanesque IPP America Lodge #9245
NYS District I Trustee Q State Trustee - District VIII ,:a Lodge #2198 God Bless Everyone
Wishing All Our OSDIA Merry Christmas With warm wishes NYS OSDIA Trustees Merry Christinas & Merry Christinas
Brothers & Sisters a and for a Blessed Christmas A Happy Healthy Happy and Healthy
Merty Christmas and a Happy New Year and a bright and Wishing A New Year. New Year!
Happy New Year. From the Officers & Happy New Year. Merry Blessed Christmas From the Offticers
Members William Sanfilippo and Members of the
Domenica Diana Grauer of the Carmine and Anita Rosato A Happy New Year NYS Trustee America Lodge #2245
State Arbitration Commissioner Constantino Brumidi To One and All Kathy Sanfilippo
& Lodge Deputy Lodge #2211 - IPP Galileo Galilei Joseph Armocida
Cathy Lamberti, President { Lodge #2253 President
Merry Christmas Merry Christmas and e
& Happy New Year! Q/ =
Happy New Year Wishing everyone a safe
and happy holiday season!
District I Presidents CUiU //
Giuseppe A. Nigro
Lenny Saburro Lodge #2234 P g
District I Chair Salvatore Bisulca, President Qj .,
http://clipart-library.com
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Fr. Vincent R. Capodanno Warm Christmas wishes Christmas greetings of love We wish you all a very Wishing our OSDIA ‘May your holidays be filled
Lodge #212 for Joy, Peace. & peace Merry Christmas and Brothers and Sisters a with the warmth
Officers, Members and Calorsi Auguri di Natale to our OSDIA brothers & A Happy, Healthy 2026! Blessed Christmas of loved ones.
Todd Cusato, President Per Gioia, Pace sisters from the and a Merry Christmas
Luigi Pirandello Happy New Year!
“Wishes everyone a Merry Marisa Gambino, President Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2875 Mary Ann DeCostanzo
Christmas and a & Lodge #2319 Bob and Sabrina Savino Autism Chair
Happy New Year” Loggia Glen Cove Members Rose M. Izzo Stella Grillo, President
# President .ﬁ‘
Merry Christmas Merry Christmas Merry Christmas May all that is beautiful, Merry Christmas Wishing everyone a
& Happy New Year! and & ‘meaningful & Merry Christmas
Happy New Year Best Wishes for 2026! & joyful be yours this holiday Happy New Year and a Happy and Healthy
Tanti Auguri season & the coming year! to all Our OSDIA New Year.
District 7 Presidents From Lt. Joseph Petrosino Brothers & Sisters
Brothers & Sisters Lodge #285 Merry Christmas Cellini Lodge #2206
Marco Polo Lodge #2214 Lisa & Mark Sarro District V Presidents Joann Motola Grossman
Ann Acquaviva, President Neil Brennan, President ‘
Merry Christmas MERRY CHRISTMAS & Merry Christinas Merry Christmas & Wishing Our Brothers & May the Blessings of
& HAf;II;E IZ;I/HEYEIZLR.’IHY & a Happy and Sisters Christas
Happy New Year! Happy New Year Healthy New Year. A Christmas Filled With be with us all throughout the
From the Officers & Members FRATERNALLY to all our OSDIA family. The Blessings of year!
of the OFFICERS & MEMBERS OF Anthony Cavallaro, President Peace & Joy. Fraternally,
Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 THE GUGLIELMO MARCONI Stella D’Argento Officers & Members President Janet Galvin
LODGE #2252 Lodge #1916 John Michael Marino Per Sempre Lodge #2344 Sisters & Brothers
Clm'stophet' Hirschberg ARTIE CANESTRO Members & Lodge President Lodge #1389 Robert Baccari, President Giovanni Caboto
President PRESIDENT Charlene Jones Lodge #2372
WISHING YOU A BLESSED Wishing everyone a very Buon Natale Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 Merry Christmas Wishing our OSDIA
CHRISTMAS Merry Christmas and a Felice Anno Nuovo! Wishing All our & Brothers & Sisters a
AND A Happy New Year. Brothers and Sisters Happy New Year! Merry Christinas & a
HAPPY NEW YEAR Buon Natale E Felice Officers & Members of A Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
THE CELEBRATED Anno Nuovo Daughters & Sons of Italian || A Happy and Safe New Year Tanti Auguri
AUTHORS OF Heritage Lodge #2428 Vigiano Brothers Lodge
NYSOSDIA Columbus Lodge #2143 Brooklyn, NY Camille Tarone Stella D'Oro Lodge #1730 #3436
Patricia Rispoli Edick Frank Gatto, President President Linda Riccardi, President
Chairperson 0 Mitchell R. Weiss, President rj Laura A. Taglienti
]
f
Buon Natale & Buon Anno ‘May the Light of Christmas Happy Holidays to All From all of Us at Meny Christmas Wishing Our
From Everyone At Illuminate Our Hearts and Rockland Lodge #2176 & Happy New Year Brothers & Sisters a
SGT. John Basilone Strengthen Our Fraternal From R. Dirienzo, President to all of Our from the Very Merry Christmas
Lodge #2442 Bonds and Staff of Brothers & Sisters of OSDIA Office Staff at the & Happy New Year 2026.
to All Our OSDIA Grand Lodge &
Brothers & Sisters Buone Feste Judge Frank A. Gulotta Merry Christmas! Members of the Mark & Mary Ellen
Captain Kathy Mazza Lodge Lodge #2180 Golden Lion Newspaper Ventimiglia
Joseph S. Adamo #2163A | The Editor
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Cellini Lodge #2206
Queen Brianna
Zaikowski, representing
the lodge at Long Island
Columbus Day parade.

Loggia Glen Cove having fun at the
Long Island Columbus Day parade.
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COBBLESTONES - BY S.R. Perricone

NO, the “dagos” DID NOT “Killa The Chief’

The truth behind the killing of a Police Chief, and the vindication of 19 Italian immigrants

https:/lwww.historiumpress.com/sal-perricone

For 134 years, millions of Italian Americans lived
with the stain and shame of believing that a group
of Italian immigrants gunned down and murdered
New Orleans Police Chief David Hennessy outside
of his home in the middle of the night. A bitter cloud
forever remained over the grand city of New
Orleans, where a tragedy started to play out in a
sham investigation, murder indictments of 19 Italian
immigrants, and a trial. None of the 19 defendants
were found guilty; however, street “justice” pre-
vailed and at least 5,000 citizens were led by influ-
ential and financially well-healed establishment
members of the city to commit a series of heinous
crimes.

A day after the verdict, organizers formed a mob.
They marched to the Orleans Parish Prison where
the defendants were being held. There, on March
14, 1891, 11 Italian immigrants were lynched. The
city's wounds festered for 128 years until it was
addressed by New Orleans Mayor Latoya Cantrell
on April 12, 2019. She formally apologized for the
city’s complicity in the deadly acts. The 11 immi-
grants were innocent victims. But there was an
open question: Who did kill the Chief?

Cobblestones is, by definition, a fictional book and
a “cold case” analysis by the author, a former FBI
agent and federal prosecutor. Through the main
character, Antonio, we learn of this young Sicilian
boy’s travels---more of an “escape” ---from Sicily to
New Orleans. Antonio would learn that many of the
problems from which he fled were present in a sim-
ilar form in New Orleans. Juxtaposed against his
roots in Sicily, the parallels were both uncanny and
sad.

Perricone’s descriptions of the late 1800s-period is
captivating and informative, including the devilish
dominance of power classes in New Orleans. He
provides accounts of their meetings between
before and after the lynchings. He builds a case in
a detailed manner as a criminal prosecutor would
for a trial. His background and experience pour
from the pages in a systematic and reasoned
approach. It becomes clear: The “dagos” did not
kill Chief David Hennessey.

The vitriol and hate mongering of the press subject-

ed ltalian immigrants to a long and needless social
torture that lasted for at least two generations. The
motivation in writing the book was to expose the
truth. The result was the vindication of 19 Italian
men.

The story line is smooth. The tempo is gentle: fast
enough to make the reader eager to move forward,
while slow enough to provide the flavor for the time
period. We have in this book a true account of his-
tory presented in a manner that makes the book an
intriguing and “must” read. The book stops at a
point when Antonio is 18, and more aware of the
pain and suffering he witnessed in both Sicily and
New Orleans.

The book is critical to Italian American history and
provides lessons still to be learned. While there
were investigations, there were no answers. While
the country read about the events, they accepted
as fact that the ltalian immigrants who were
lynched deserved their fate. But for the intervention
of the Italian government, this event was on an evil
course of acceptance and silence. Complacency
morphs to complicity. President Benjamin Harri-
son's 1892 proclamation establishing Columbus
Day was a social band-aid.

Cobblestones is a shocking reminder of why the
lessons of history must be studied. He solved a
cold case and demonstrated how Italians immi-
grants were victims. The book points to important
lessons then, and now. History is relevant. The
troubled parallels between Sicily and New Orleans
still exist.

We still don’t know who killed Chief David Hen-
nessey. We did learn who orchestrated the assas-
sination, and it was NOT “the dagos.”

Michael A. Santo, Esq.
Bellmore, New York
AttySANTO@gmail.com

continues to practice law as a civil litigator on
behalf of injured clients. Mike is a member of]
the Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372.

CSJ Christopher Columbus Award Winner: Jonathan Sexton

Discovering The Truth

Jonathan Sexton, 17, of Glenwood, MD, was awarded second place in the Commission for Social Justice’s
Christopher Columbus Award. Jonathan submitted a video in which he set out to challenge the claim that
Columbus “didn’t discover anything.” Using audio/visual technology, he presented his research in a cre-
ative and informative way.

zraHis grandmother, Nancy (Romano) Boushie, proudly shared the
- 'news and video with members of the Stella D’Argento Lodge
#1916 in Binghamton, NY. Nancy regularly encourages her
.33,;}- .grandchildren to participate in activities and contests that help

: ~ . them explore and celebrate their Italian heritage. She leads by
~ | example through her dedicated involvement in the lodge and her

" passion for preserving and sharing her cultural roots.

" Special thanks to the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in Amer-
ica and the New York State Commission for Social Justice for
providing opportunities like this to uncover historical truths,
involve youth, and share knowledge with the world.

(Photo left:Jonathan Sexton, 2nd place winner of “Discovering
the Truth-Christopher Columbus Award” and his proud grand-
mother Nancy (Romano) Boushie - Stella D’Argento Lodge
#1916 in Binghamton, NY.

Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 - had it's 16th year of Support the Troops. Overly generous donations were
packaged for our military serving locally and abroad, along with a hospital in Germany and this year has added
a hospital in Italy, who tends to them medically. Packages are also going to local veterans in need. It was a
very patriotic event.

Giovanni Caboto =
1 Lodge #2372, attended a
| Fundraiser Dance for Veterans at
the American Legion Post 1066,
Massapequa. In rear from I-r:
Chaplain Angela Parisi, Orator
MaryAnn Rispoli, IPP Rosemarie
DiChiara, Past President/Trustee
Patricia Edick. In front row from I-r:
is Treasurer Clarice Mulcahy,
... — || Financial.Secy. Rachel Forgione =%
and Kathy Sanfilipo, Past President -
|| of Galileo Lodge. (some are Mem-
bers of A. L. Auxiliary Post 1066).

Keeping Italian Christmas
Traditions Alive
at the American ltalian Heritage
Museum

By Prof./Cav. Philip J. DiNovo

One very important way to keep our
Italian heritage alive is to continue our ltalian
traditions. It has been said that no one
celebrates Christmas better than the Italians.
We have so many wonderful Iltalian Christmas
season traditions.

| founded the American ltalian
Heritage Museum in 1985. We have ten (10)
rooms of exhibits and a Hall of History. On the
second floor is our Italian Cultural Center. Our
museum has a beautiful Nativity scene in front of
the building and is decorated with lots of color.
The inside of the Museum is also decorated for
the Christmas season. Each year we hold a traditional Italian Christmas
Market for three (3) days. We sell many gifts from Italy and additional
items to keep our Italian customs alive. In our Special Exhibit Room, our
artist in residence, Joseph Anastasio, puts up a different Italian presepio
each year. In addition, the room has an exhibit of our Italian Christmas
traditions, including the Feast of Immaculate Conception, St. Lucy, St.
Nicholas of Bari, the Seven Fishes Tradition, Zampoganari, Zeppole, La
Bafana and much more. We introduce the public to our many wonderful

Christmas season customs and folklore.

What will your Christmas be like this year? Was last year
memorable? Too often | hear that Christmas is for children. No, it is for
adults, too! For me, Christmas is not just a winter holiday, but the birthday
of Christ. And, according to Italian tradition, it is a religious holiday to be
celebrated with extended family.

ltalians have a saying, “You may spend New Year's with
anyone you wish but you spend Christmas with the family!l” Yes, it was
a guilt trip, but the results were memories that last a lifetime. So many of
my ltalian Christmas traditions add that special touch by celebrating with
special dishes, desserts, customs, etc. In the past, those traditions were
passed on; they were important to us!

Italians separate religious celebrations from gift giving. The
gifts given are small and given on the Epiphany. My father had eight (8)
brothers and sisters and he told us that one Christmas the only gift he
received was an orange. Was he happy? You bet he was! It was a
special treat. Christmas was not about gifts. Giving gifts was a small part
of celebrating Christmas. Going to midnight Mass and having a special
meal with family was what Christmas was about. | received more gifts
than my parents were ever given. Do | remember any of them? Of
course | don'tl However, | remember the wonderful Italian Christmas
celebrations at my grandparents” home.

We all know that most families are not as strong as they once
were. Often, we see relatives only at weddings and funerals. Modern life
makes it difficult to spend quality time with extended family. Often there
is emptiness during the Christmas season because many of us have
loved ones who have passed away or are not able to get home for
Christmas. Our busy lives are hard on families!

We cannot live in the past, nor can | say everything was idyllic

back then. However, not everything new is better. We should adopt only
what is better and we should retain that which has great value. What
values have helped people over the centuries deal with the trials and
tribulations of life? | know that it is a strong religious faith and family!

Go back to your roots and discover your Italian Christmas
traditions. They will help make this Christmas joyful and memorable! Will
you accept this challenge?

There are over a dozen Italian-American museums across the
United States. Many states have none. We have three (3) in New York
State: The Garibaldi Meucci Museum (Staten Island), the ltalian-Ameri-
can Museum (NYC) and the American-ltalian Museum (Albany). They
are doing important work of preservation and education of our heritage.
Trgey need your support. Join, volunteer, donate and help keep them
vibrant.

Buon Natale & Buono Anno Nuovo

the Museum’s presepio

Prof/Cav. DiNovo, a member of the Gabriele D'’Annunzio Lodge #321, Schenectady, New York dedicates his time and study to the Italian American communities in the U.S.
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The Immigrant Legacy of Sturno and Glen Cove
by Tony Ceriello

My name is Tony Ceriello, Past President of Loggia Glen Cove #1016. It gives me immense plea-
sure to share the remarkable work of the immigrants from Sturno, region of Campania Italy, who
now reside in Glen Cove.

Over the years, Glen Cove, and my hometown of Sturno have proudly carried the designation of
“sister cities.” This honor was bestowed due to the considerable number of Glen Cove residents
who emigrated from Sturno. The bond is so strong that if you were to visit Sturno, you would find
a street named Glen Cove in recognition of this enduring relationship.

When the Italian immigrants from Sturno learned about an earthquake that severely damaged the
front door of the Church of the Diocesan Sanctuary of Saint Michael the Archangel, they felt com-
pelled to act. Their ambition extended beyond simple restoration; they resolved to construct a new
and improved bronze door for the church, a project requiring $100,000. The church is the main
place of worship for the inhabitants of Sturno.

This fundraising effort was strongly supported by many members of Loggia Glen Cove #1016. | am
proud to share that, after several years of dedicated work, they successfully raised the necessary
funds for the project. A photo of the church and one of the church door appear at the bottom.

Following the success of their fundraising campaign, these Sturno immigrants shifted their focus to
another cherished landmark - St. Rocco’s Church in Glen Cove, demonstrating their ongoing com-
mitment to both their Italian heritage and their Glen Cove community.

Appearing |-r in the photo below is Lodge Past President and fundraising committee member Tony
Ceriello, fundraising committee and Lodge member Tony Giovanniello, Father Alebericco Grella
from Sturno, Italy, and fundraising committee and Lodge member Geraldo Caprarella.

' £ o LN Lodge #2211 Brother Daniel Calise (see here on
Gabriele D'Annunzio Lodge #321 - annual |eft) in celebration of ltalian Heritage Month. The
Columbus dinner in October, State Corresponding ceremony was led by Brumidi Brother and
Secretary Mark Dozoretz presents honorees Fred Councilman Anthony Manetta (right). OSDIA
Mastroianni (lodge Treasurer) and Lisa Serafini National President Thom Lupo spoke on heritage
(District VI Trustee) with certificates from the New and fraternity.

York State Grand Lodge.

commissioned. “SON OF PORT WASHINGTON" — Pvt. John Michael Marino, In His Own Words which was
conceived, written & performed by Bob Spiotto (in photo) in October at the library. This show celebrated the
life of Port Washington’s own. Private Marino fought heroically in World War |, giving his life for his country in
1918, at the age of 23, less than forty-eight hours before the signing of the Armistice. He was the first American
of Italian descent from Port Washington to die in WWI. Attending the show was Pvt. John Michael Marino’s
nephew Anthony, and Anthony’s daughter Susan.
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Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - welcomes new members in November. Front row (left to
right), holding certificates: New members Diana Barone, Anne Bianchi, Angela Guarino,
Gloria Castro, Philip Castro, and Denise Cavallone. Back row (left to right): President
Marisa Gambino, First Vice President Ralph Ciano, Deputy John Simonetti, Inmediate
Past President Joseph Gallo, and Second Vice President Rocco Totino.

~

Fappy (Chandlatk and a
great 2026 to you!

Vincent Linguanti Lodge #2212 - at our Family & Friends picnic
on September 14th, we were graciously hosted at the Rockland
Lodge location. The lodge Excecutive Board is in front of the
Christopher Columbus statue!

/
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a history that includes those
who served as State Treasurer,
State Trustees, State Principal
Trustees, State Deputy, Grand
Deputies, National Foundation
Trustees, Gift of Sight
Chairperson, Garibaldi-Meucci
Museum Commissioners, Co-
On November 22nd my chairperson, and Vice-chairperson.  Honors
home Lodge, the John iyeiyde four Bene Emeritus Awards, a Lifetime
Michael Marino Lodge Achievement Award, two Sellaro Awards, and two

No.1389, will be cele- ;
brating our 100th Anniversary in the Order Sons Family of the Year Awards.

& Daughters of Italy in America. Having written . ,
about the history of other NYS OSDIA Lodges ‘,{A\’e r emf"ljetema”ybgratefﬁ' to °|”rt~’°h” d'V"Cha‘f'
throughout my years as contributing writer to The |"ano LOAge MEMDErS who volunteered count-

iden Lion. | deci hi he perfect time €SS hours, rain or shine, during forty-six years of
gosﬂg?e éﬂ?’stéj;?lded this was the perfect time Grande Festas - festas that raised the funds for

the hundreds of scholarships and scores of local
The history of Port Washington is legendary. @nd national charities supported by our Lodge -
Books have been written about this early clam, consistently demonstrating their love for the
fishing, sandmining, shipbuilding community and Order Sons & Daughters of ltaly in America by
of the wave of Italian immigrants, who in the early this and in other countless ways. We have taken
1900s left the shores of southern Italy, Sicily, and the principles of the OSDIA one step further, and
Sardinia, boarded the ships bound for America in that is by clearly demonstrating a principle of
search of a better life for themselves and their “Humanity.”
families. They had visions of “streets paved with
gold, only to find in most cases, no streets at all.” And so, from the “shores”, to the “ships’, to the
, , . ~ ‘“sand mines”, to the “Sons” (as we are affection-
No complaints, no cries of disenchantment or dis- ately known in Port Washington) to simply SPEC-
content from these resilient and courageous peo- TACULAR. We beseech God to continue to bless
ple, many of whom became charter members of the John Michael Marino Lodge No.1389, the
the John Michael Marino Lodge No.1389 on Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America, our

November 22,1925 (named in honor and in mem- \/eterans, the United States of America, and all
ory of PVT John Michael Marino, the first Port who call us brother, sister, and friend.

Washington American of ltalian descent to die in

service to our Cq’untry in World War | — “the war Below is a photograph of the John Michael
to end all wars). They eagerly went to work Marino Lodge No.1389 original banner which has

building the roads, laying tracks for the burgeon- heen exquisitely preserved these past one hun-
ing Long Island Railroad, maintaining the land- gred years.

scapes of Gold Coast mansions, working in the
sand mines along Shore Road, whose by-prod-
uct was used to build New York City skyscrapers
and skylines of major American cities.

Con Piu Profonda Gratitudine
e Apprezzamento
John Michael Marino Lodge No.1389

By Marianne Bortone Prince

They persevered and remained thankful to a
country who they felt had given them an opportu-
nity for that better life. They formed several Italian
American organizations, but it was the

, how known as the Order Sons &
Daughters of Italy in America, which continues to
thrive to this very day.

The post-World War Il years brought another
large wave of Italian immigrants to Port
Washington. There are past and current mem-
bers of the John Michael Marino Lodge who
experienced firsthand the ravages of World War
[l'in Italy. They survived the constant bombings,
spent days sheltered in caves and trenches with- | | N
out benefit of food or water. They will tell you of = | o
their experiences, but you will not detect a hint of | |
anger or bitterness in their voices. They will tell
you of the love they have for the United States of
America because it was this country that
changed the course and destiny of their lives and
that of their descendants.

INIZIATA 22 NOVEMBRE 1825/
PORT WASHINGTON, LL NY

L DELL gy Merdes

We stand united and proud of the John Michael *
Marino Lodge’s stellar one-hundred-year history
in the Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America;

Poesia

Robert Savino is the
Past President of the,
Constantino Brumidi
Lodge #2211
and Suffolk County Poet
Laureate 2015-2017

Marianne is Co-Chair of the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Board of Commissioners, Grand Deputy to the Uguaglianza/NE Bronx
Lodge #83 and Santa Maria Lodge #2387 in the Bronx and a Past President of the John Michael Marino Lodge No. 1389 from
2015-2017.

No Room in the Inn

The journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem was filled
with danger of ragged roads, wild animals,

cold rain, and treacherous thieves;

and there was no room in the inn.

The journey ended in the shelter of a stable,

with the baby Jesus in a manger wrapped in cloths.

In time, the first celebration in Rome would replace
pagan festivals with La Befana and Babbo Natale,
transitioned, in America, to Santa Claus;

and the Eve would become a ceremonial beginning.

Christmas trees sparkling bright.
Carolers singing through the night.
Homes adorned with decorations.
Food prepared to feed a nation.

All this followed by the bliss of children,
awake, listening for reindeer on the roof
and Santa to arrive with his bag of toys.

In the morn, all awake as the baby Jesus

lay in a manger of straw, a reminder

of the gifts of hope, peace, and a time of renewal:
with plentiful room in the hearts of believers.

Nessun posto nella locanda
Il viaggio da Nazareth a Betlemme fu colmo

di pericoli di strade dissestate, di animali selvatici,

di pioggia gelida e d'ingannevoli ladri;

e non c'era posto nella locanda.

Il viaggio si concluse al riparo di una stalla,

con il bambino Gesu in una mangiatoia avvolta in panni.

Col tempo la prima celebrazione a Roma avrebbe sostituito
le feste pagane con la Befana e Babbo Natale,

diventato, in America, Santa Claus;

e la Vigilia sarebbe diventata un avvio cerimoniale.

Alberi di Natale scintillanti e luminosi.
Cantori natalizi vocalizzanti per tutta la notte.
Case adornate d’'ornamenti.

Vitto preparato per sfamare una nazione.

Tutto questo seguito dalla gioia dei bambini,
desti, in ascolto per le renne sul tetto
e l'arrivo di Santa Claus con il suo sacco di giocattoli.

Al mattino tutti svegli, mentre il bambino Gesu

giaceva in una mangiatoia di paglia, a ricordo

dei doni della speranza, della pace e di un tempo di rinnovamen-
to:

con abbondante spazio nel cuore dei credenti.

Translated by Jiziane Shemaos Desoena

Author, Editor, Journalist
Winner of the OSDIA Literary Award (2019)

Robert & Tiziano are members of the NYSOSDIA Celebrated Authors
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OSDIA ON THE MOVE

Uguagllanza NE Bronx L Lodge #83 - sharing smiles during a FaII outing in October members spent a won-
derful day together at the New York Botanical Gardens. Guided by lodge member, historian, and author Anthony
Morante (see back row 2nd from the left), they enjoyed a fascinating tour of the gardens and the breathtaking
Van Gogh exhibition. Fifteen members took part in the outing, which ended with a relaxing lunch and plenty of
good company - a beautiful day enjoyed by all! President Lorraine Corsa is pictured front row 4th from the left.

drinks and socializing - thanks to Mark Sarro for the photos.

ClGAR N IGHT - in September the Grand Lodge held its 2nd Annual cigar night with smokes,

Duca Degli Abruzzi Lodge #443 - Men's Lodge Dlnner Dance in photo: VP Roman Passante, VP Candace
DeNovellis, Presidents: Charlene Jones, Matt Coletta, NYS Corresponding Secretary Mark Dozoretz, NYS
President Arthur Spera, President Dana Mastronardi, VP Eugene Ferrante and Mark DeNovellis.

sPECIAL

b,
Columbus Lodge #2143 - in September had their 29th annual Italian Festival and Festival. It was
a perfect day and was enjoyed by a record amount of people in attendance. Thank you to President Frank
Gatto, Anthony Napolitano and all the volunteers for a very successful festival. Everyone had a great time!
Grazie tanto an tutti. Era una Bella Giornata.

A
& L,

Welcome back ©

Its Sweata Weatha and no better
meal but Chili!

Today | am sharing my Chili recipe. Everyone makes
theirs different, mine is super simple and well, my
family thinks it’'s pretty tasty!

2Ibs of ground beef

2 packets of Mcormick Chili seasoning (yep the easy
way out)

Beans- | prefer 3 15.50z cans. You can choose your
favorites. | use black beans, small red beans and
while cannellini beans

2 cans of corn- | like a lot of corn in my chili but you
can use 1 if you prefer

1 290z can of tomato sauce

Minced garlic (I use JAR-LIC and that's ok too!)

1 320z carton of beef stock (you can use broth, beef
boullion or whatever makes your heart happy)

| use a crock pot. So, into my crockpot | put a heap-
ing spoon of garlic and let it sit there. On my stove |

brown my ground beef and add the seasoning when
fully cooked. Mix that together and toss it in the
crockpot.

Then add the beans and corn to a strainer in the sink
and rinse well. While those are draining pour your
tomato sauce and beef stock into your crock pot. Add
all your beans and corn. Cook on high for 4 hours.

Top with shredded cheddar cheese and sour cream.
Our favorite way is to eat it over a baked potato! or
with cornbread on the side. Or both!

Buon Appetito

Michele Sewitch is Past President of Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 in
Hicksville.
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From The Celebrated Authors of NYSOSDIA
Writing About Italy

By Gregory Cioffi

In the summer of 2024, | ventured to Italy for three weeks. It was my first time
visiting Lo Stivale (The Boot) and | attempted to see as much of the country as | could
while still spending quality time in the bigger cities. The journey was a solo endeavor and
I mostly backpacked around and stayed in hostels. During my travels, | carved out many
memories and had beautiful experiences.

It should come as no surprise that the trip also proved artistically inspiring.
Traveling is always a wonderful way to conjure up ideas for stories. After | came back from
England in 2016 | wrote numerous short stories; three of them were published in a 2017
chapbook entitled A Peep at London Life. When | visited Spain in 2018, five collected
short stories were eventually published in A Literary Siesta in 2020.

Before | left | had printed out my paper ticket for The Colosseum and Roman
Forum (clearly | don't fully trust a digital existence) and it was on the back of that ticket
where | started jotting down ideas | had for potential stories. | carried it everywhere | went,
along with a pen, in case an idea bloomed into my imagination.

An oddity cornered me, however. The beauty and elegance and even magic
qualities of the country, | found difficult to capture in words. In some sense, some of my
experiences were grand to the point of absurd. It was indeed a surreal trip, not so much
in the literary style, but in the sense that everything felt like a dream. The voyage was a
fantastic one and | felt it was almost unreal to encounter such moments of pure splendor.
| found myself asking, “How could one place be so captivating?”

When | came home | started writing these stories. Quickly, however, | noticed
almost all of them were amusing in a humorous sort of way. They all ended up revolving
around preposterous ideas and ludicrous scenarios. One cannot truly match the grandeur
of such an experience and so | didn’t even try to. Most of the tales are comedic but all of
them express the notion of the absurd in some way. I'm thinking of entitled the collection
La Vita Assurda (The Absurd Life). For you film buffs out there, yes that is a play on the
famed Federico Fellini film La dolce vita, which translates to 'the sweet life' or 'the good
life.”

I am currently looking for a home for this small collection of short stories. When
this happens, my hope is that readers get lost in some of these tales as | did when wan-
dering amongst the exquisite and alluring cobbled stone streets of the Italian night...
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The Celebrated Autt?c?s,-of NYSOSDIA Committee Members, (who are also members of The Caboto Lodge
#2372), presented a program of Italian themed Words and Music in celebration of Italian Heritage Month at
the Caboto October Members Meeting. Pictured from left to right; Paula Curci, Florence Gatto, Angela Parisi,
Lorraine LoFrese Conlin, Rose Cervone-Taylor, Rita Monte, Diana Pettit, and Chair Patricia Rispoli Edick.

LocAL LODGE INITIATIONS '

§ e Celetirals il
.r'\un"' wh S
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The Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 celebrated Italian Heritage Month at their October General
Membership Meeting with a live Opera Singer, food, trivia and fraternity. Eight new members were initiated.
Pictured are standing: OSDIA NYS District | Trustee Tony Rotoli, New Members Michael Pastore, Debra
Pastore, Joann Caravana, John Renna, Linda Renna, Violet Plaza, Francis Giannini, OSDIA NYS President
Arthur Spera and District Deputy Tony |zzo. Seated are Membership Chair Lucille Romanello, Lodge President
Cathy Lamberti and new Member Talia Fragapane.
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Holiday traditions connect us - even if we
don’t realize it

by Mike Cutillo

| think often — especially when | watch the nightly news —
about how divided our country is these days. In some fami-
lies, members on opposite sides of the political spectrum
have stopped speaking to one another; longtime friendships
have been dissolved.

But this is a holiday column — really it is! — so | started
thinking recently about how much we all actually have in
common, even those of us who are cruising down opposite
sides of that political highway.

And especially — and | do mean ESPECIALLY — those of us who are blessed to be
Italian or Italian-American.

That's where I'm going with this. And since you’re reading this during the holiday season,
let’'s focus on those.

First of all, our Thanksgiving table always includes some kind of pasta (or actually “mac-
aroni” as we prefer to call it). Yes, we have a turkey, sometimes a ham too, with all the
traditional “American” sides, as my dad used to say. But when Dad was still with us, we
usually had either homemade gnocchi or stuffed shells as well, with all the “Italian” sides
— meatballs, braciole, etc.

How about you?

Then for Christmas Eve, we didn’t necessarily go the whole “Seven Fishes” route, but
there was always some kind of seafood on the table: linguine with clams, baccala, fried
haddock, smelt — always battered and fried smelt, Dad’s specialty — some kind of
shrimp, either fried or cocktail style.

The ironic thing is that Dad, the native of Italy and the main cook in our house growing
up, was not much of a seafood fan, but — for religious reasons — he declined to eat
meat on Christmas Eve. He’d make a roast with potatoes, sometimes a ham, meatballs,
of course, and every so often lamb, too, but he would not eat any of it himself. Until mid-
night, that is — and believe me, we usually were still going strong at midnight. At that
point, basically 12:01 a.m. Christmas morning, he would warm up a plate full of meat for
himself!

Any of that ring a bell with you folks?

I'll bet a number of you toast the holidays with some homemade vino, too, no? For us,
Thanksgiving was the time we would taste-test our newest vintage — or make that, Dad
would taste-test it and, hopefully, give it his stamp of approval. It definitely was too young
to drink at that point, but tasting would give us an idea whether it was heading down the
path of drinkability. If it was, we would rack it (a way to clarify it) usually the next weekend
and then let it continue to sit until ... drum roll, please ... Christmas, which is when Dad
would start tapping into it.

I've read over the years that if you make wine in September or October, when most peo-
ple do, you really shouldn’t start drinking it until around Easter. Hah! Our wine was half-
gone by Easter, and we would put a dent in it on Christmas Eve.

And then, finally, there is singing — loudly, maybe off-key, but always joyfully. Our
Christmas Eve singalongs usually included a couple of Dean Martin tunes (‘Baby It's
Cold Outside,” among them, along with “That's Amore”), a couple by Sinatra and Tony
Bennett, a few by Italian rock-and-roller Adriano Celentano (Dad’s fave was “Azzurro”),
always Julius LaRosa’s “Eh Cumpari,” and then the two most important, by Italian-
American crooner Lou Monte: “Pepino the Italian Mouse” and “Dominick the Donkey.”

| can still see Dad parading around the family room, among the guests, with his red light-
flashing bowtie and his antler-adorned baseball cap, braying like a donkey: “Eee-
awwww, eee-aww!!”

And this was way before Dominick had grown into the cult classic that it is today.

So how many of my holiday traditions are also among yours? If none, | certainly can
understand. But if a few are, then — you see — forget politics, the right and the left, and
focus on the fact that we have more in common than you may have thought, which is
where we started.

No matter what your traditions are — funny songs, tasty seafood, pasta with a side of
turkey — | wish you all a beautiful holiday season. Buona Festa del Ringraziamento,
Buon Natale e Felicissimo Anno Nuovo!

Mike Cutillo a proud past president of Geneva Lodge #2397 and a member of the Celebrated Authors of
NYSOSDIA. His book “George Washing Machine, Portables and Submarine Races: My ltalian-American
Life” is available on Amazon. Email him at meutillo1@rochester.rr.com.
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DISTRICT |
2211
Stephen Benkert
Jo-Ann Albino Caravana
Francis Giannini
Talia Giannini
Debra Pastore
Michael J. Pastore
Violet Plaza
John Renna

2232
Melody Carlucci
Paula Panzo
Lisa A. Pena

2846
Josephine Julich
Christina Loughran

DISTRICT II
1016
Theresa Mischetta
Pasqualino Verni

1389
Dawn Antonelli Andrewe
Frank Casamassima
Rosanne Casamassima
Mary Cutrone
Regina M. Dejana
Thomas Ferrara
Anita Meyerson
Calogero Realmuto
Phyllis Realmuto

2206
Michelle Dragan
Andrew Knipfing

Salvatore Spallino
Caterina Spallino

DISTRICT Il
2344
James R. Barcellino
Robert Boccio
Luigi DiStasio
Suzette Filipski
Jennifer Lee Mastrangelo
Margaret Montuori
Carmela Staffa

2859
Lucille Franco
Sabrina Teresa Sorrentino

2875
Robert Agnello

DISTRICT IV
213
Antonio Aversa
Donna-Fe “DQ” Boyer
Carl Calabro
Carlo Cannavo
Lina Carolini-Cannavo
Deborah DeMasi
Donna Fama
Gaetano Gizzo
Robert Jaffe
Christopher J. LaRocca
Valerie Maccarrone
Christopher Pellegriini
Marianne Pellegrini
Roger Pellegrini
Alfonso Magnotta
Brenda Magnotta
Oscar Martini
Michael Mascia

DISTRICT V
2198
Linda Amann
Debra Celio
Louise Licandro
Tiffany Ann Perciballi

Karen Profenna
Emma Zingone

2212
Theodore A. DelCollo Jr.
Therese DelCollo
Anthony Mitru

2583
Adam Benveniste
Rita Climent
Edie DeVito
Olivia Gabbianelli
Ellen Gallo
Dominic A. Morelli
Jean Nella
Anna Panagoseco
Lisa Russo
Susan Sciarabba
Charlotte Stupple

DISTRICT VI
321
Christopher Bonitatibus
Peter Coppola
Michele M. Freeman
JoAnne Masucci
Kathryn Thompson
Joseph Tranco

DISTRICT VI
443
Myron B.DeWitt
John A. Giangrieco
Jim Kelly
David Lenzo
Sean Pastrick

DISTRICT Vill
2397
Paula Burden
Mike Grady
James Trombino
John Whitfield

Romanesque Lodge #2198
- recently initiated 6 new ..
members Pictured here is
° President Theresa Killian on
: the left, as well as William
e Barbera - State Principal|
Trustee and Vice President
Sophia Fantino on far right.

(see photo right).

LocAL LODGE INITIATIONS
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John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - initiated members in September. Pictured I-r: Lodge Membership
Chairperson Marianne Bortone Prince, Lodge President Anthony Cavallaro, new members initiated on
September 17th Phyllis Realmuto & Calogero Realmuto, District Il State Trustee Anthony Conetta, and spon-

sors Cindy Licata & Dr. Joseph Licata, who both joined the Lodge in July of this year.

Joe iMaggio Lodge #2248 - recentl installed Gladys Oliva and Barbara Conzani as members. Pictured left
to right are Gladys Oliva, Past President Jim Torrisi, Barbara Conzani, Orator Ann Marie Bettina, President
Donna Torrisi and Lodge Deputy Pina Lito.

b

i i

Coe _#1(')16 - welcomed 2 new members:

F N
‘E Loggia Glen

Columbus Lodge #2143 - in October initiated twenty one new members into the lodge. Congratulations from President Frank Gatto. Also in attendance were Pasqualino Verni & Theresa Moschetto. President Marisa
State Past President, Joseph Rondinelli, State 2nd VP, Ernest Magliato (both towards center) and Deputy Al DeBlasio. Tantissimi Auguri e Benvenuti a tutti!!

Gambino is on the left.
The Golden Lion * November - December 2025 « 17
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Cellini Lodge #2206 - initiation of new members on October 6. With 1st VP Vincent Capassé are the new
members: Michelle Dragan, Andrew Knipfing, Catarina Spallino and Salvatore Spallino.
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The Garibaldi Lodge #2583 of Eastchester initiated its new members at the September meeting. From I-r:!
Vito Catania (OSDIA Grand Lodge Trustee), Victor Piacentile, Barbara Shea-Piacentile, Diana Mannarino, Rita
Climent, Paul Parisi, Edie DeVito, Lorraine Verge (Vice President), Joe Catania (President), Laura Raffiani
(Recording Secretary), Terry Tomany (Immediate Past President), Phil Raffiani (Treasurer).

ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN AMERICA

ROCHLAND LODGE MO. 2I7E é
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Rockland Lodge 2176 would like to welcome new members that were initiated on October 22, 2025. From
left to right: President Anthony Albanese, Joe Sanzi, John Annunziata, Michael DiPrima, John Mandara.

consecutive month of new member initiations at the John Michael Marino Lodge, which celebrated its 100th
Anniversary on November 6th. First row I-r: new members Regina Dejana, Rosanne & Frank Casamassima,

Thomas Ferrara, Anita Meyerson, Dawn Antonelli-Andrew, and Nancy Cutrone. Back row I-r: Lodge
Membership Chairperson Marianne Bortone Prince, Lodge Mistress of Ceremonies & sponsor Linda James,
Lodge President Anthony Cavallaro, District Il State Trustee Anthony Conetta, Lodge Trustee & sponsor Maria
Cavallaro.
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Italy, Italians on the Internet - Music, Song,
Time Warps & More...

- by Pasquale Scida

Several months ago, | discovered a video on YouTube of a 2009
benefit concert given for the victims of the earthquakes in Abruzzi.
It was a subject near and dear to the hearts of so many of our
brothers and sisters in OSDIA. You may remember we raised a
great deal of money at the time for the benefit of the stricken
region. The subject of the video is a song called “Ma Che Freddo
Fa,” or “How Cold it Gets.” | can almost guarantee that you will
watch and listen to it often.

.

Search for “Ma Che Freddo Fa, by Carmen Consoli, Pacla Turci,
Marina Rei & Nada” or “NADA, Ma Che Freddo Fa live 2009”

Though the song is sung in Italian, like many of our favorites from Volare to Sono Italiano
and Guaglione, Ma Che Freddo Fa’s enthusiastic melody and eloquent pronunciation of its
lyrics, captivates us from its opening violin solo to the emotion of the performers, and the
reception of the audience. The feeling of the video is comparable to Ringo Starr’s singing
“Photographs” at the concert for George or Pavarotti singing Nessun Dorma, at a Three
Tenor concert.

Now that we know the song's title in English is “How Cold it Gets” it’'s not difficult to imagine
the words that follow are “without you.” The song was a hit from its introduction at the San
Remo Music Festival in 1969 when Nada (Malanima) sang it there at age 16. In the nearly
sixty years of its existence it has been rendered in many ways with many of those versions
on You Tube as well, but | believe this modern version is the best one. English translations
of the lyrics are easily found by Googling the song title. | do hope you enjoy it.

On the broader subject of the Facebook, You Tube, TikTok and the Internet it's an under-
statement to say Americans and the entire world are hooked on social media and the
Internet. Even more so in relation to Italy because there are nearly 30 million Americans
who can trace some ancestry back to Italy in addition to the fact that Italy is one of the most
traveled to countries in the world. While we need to be careful in our postings and com-
ments on FB, Instagram and X on controversial issues; it's also true that Facebook and
Instagram, and many other sites has given the over seventy-and eighty-year-old popula-
tions a way to walk the earth that they’'ve never had before. In our eighties it's not so easy
anymore to spend a week or ten days on the Amalfi Coast or do a ten-day Rome-Milan-
Paris jaunt walking all those cobblestoned streets. Fortunately, FB, TikTok Reels, YouTube
among other sites amount to access to virtual travel, and contact with others if we so
choose.

For us lItalians and lItalian Americans the proliferation of so many things Italian on the
Internet is extraordinary and seemingly endless. | never tire of them. Anything from some-
one who visits pizzerias throughout the mid-Atlantic states and grades their pizza, to music,
recipes, movies, cooking demonstrations, travelogues and discussions of everything ltalian
and ltalian American such as: growing basil, butchered Italian-American slang, to growing
up ltalian in Brooklyn New York to Brooklyn, Maine.

Particularly fascinating for me are the Facebook groups representing the home towns our
families emigrated from. My parents and grandparents and my wife’s paternal grandparents
were born in Strongoli, Calabria. The Facebook group that I'm in touch with is called,
“Racontiamo Strongoli.” The word “racontiamo” translates to “we talk about” or “we tell the
story of.” | joined this group in 2015-16. Not surprisingly there are members and contributors
from Australia to Canada, the US and Argentina. Similar groups are Blog Sicilia,
Descendants of Ischia, Noi sciamo (we are) Catanzaro etc. Searching for your family’s
ancestral town’s group on FB is easy. For example, searching for “Avelino Groups” will pro-
vide you with a list of groups connected to that town and province. What you will find on
these group sites are postings about town events, conversations regarding its history,
archeological finds, recipes etc., along with video of the town’s annual Passion Play,
Christmas procession and the municipal orchestra’s beach visits in summer if applicable;
you get the idea. What | found particularly interesting and emotional to some degree, was
seeing my family name in random postings, some related, some not, or the response | got
to a comment | might make, or a LIKE | might post. There is no language barrier in most sit-
uations because FB readily translates everything and of course responding to posts is pure-
ly optional.

The discovery of these groups is particularly fascinating if you are familiar with the Italian
language because then you don't require translation. There are also video clips on these
sites where you can hear the language spoken. If you, like me grew up in an Italian dialect-
speaking home you may be treated to some very emotional encounters hearing words and
accents you may not have heard since childhood.

There is a hidden value as well in these groups for future travelers to Italy. | was introduced
to “Racontiamo Strongoli,“a few months before our last trip to Italy (2016) and the “home-
town.” My son pointed out the group to me saying “if you're going to visit there, you better
get up on things, because you're in a “time warp” concerning ltaly. He further explained that
my ltaly was my parents 40-year-old version, not necessarily what Italy is today. This impor-
tant point that made me tread a little more carefully than | might have.

In conclusion remember to watch “Nada, Ma Che Freddo Fa, Live 2009” on You Tube,
Happy Travels whether virtual or actual and Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all.

Pasquale Scida is the past President of Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180. email pat_scida@hotmail.com




UPCOMING STATE/NATIONAL & LocAL LODGE EVENTS

2026

STATE & NATIONAL
EVENTS

Jan. 30 - NYOSDIA 30th Annual Winter Charity
Ball at Leonard’s Palazzo, Great Neck, honoring
OSDIA National President Thom Lupo, Robin
Massimi, Camille Fortunato Esq., & Danielle
Caminiti Esq. Contact: Joanne Spera @ 631-495-
4251 or Mary Ann DeCostanzo @ 631-730-2846.

Jan. 31 - NYOSDIA Winter Plenary Session hosted
by - (Lodge and Venue to Be Announced)
Breakfast 8:30am,
DiTrapani or Eileen Stavis @ 516-785-4623.

Lunch 12pm. Contact: Carol

Apr. 7 - NYOSDIA Annual Cooley’s Anemia Dine
Around to be held at Verdi’s of Westbury at 6:30pm.
Further details to follow. Contact: Anna Magliato @
347-306-9558 or Mildred Mancusi @ 516-359-1745.

Apr. 24 - NYOSDIA Grand Lodge Foundation
Golden Lion Awards Dinner at the Garden City
Hotel, 45 Seventh Street, Garden City, 7pm. Further
details to follow. Contact: Eileen Stavis or Carol
DiTrapani @ 516-785-4623.

June 14 - NYOSDIA 44th Annual CSJ Brunch at
Russo’s on the Bay, Howard Beach, 12-4:30pm,
8125pp. Honoring State IPP Biagio Isgro and Past
CSJ Chairman John Fratta. Further details to fol-
low. Contact: Eleanor Jobbagy @ 516-551-3125.

June 25-28 - NYOSDIA 118th Annual State
Convention at The Crowne Plaza Albany - The

<

Rockland Lodge #2176 - in October, the Italian Club students from South Orangetown Middle School
came to visit our lodge to learn how to play bocce. The kids had a great time and they got to enjoy
hot dogs & cannoli as a snack.

— —

ISLAND
HARVES T

Cellini Lodge #2206 - a truckload of food and monetary donations were collected by about 20 voll}n-
teers for the Island Harvest Turkey and Trimmings Campaign. Included were turkeys, nonperishable
food and gift cards at the Shop Rite in New Hyde Park. The donations supported Island Harvest's
efforts to end hunger and reduce food waste on Long Island. Cellini Organizer and IPP, Mary Modica, |
praised the volunteers, most who do it every year, for their efforts and remarked, “We could not do it

Desmond Hotel. Further details to follow. Contact:
Anna Magliato @  347-306-9558 or Carol
DiTrapani @ 516-785-4623.

LOCAL LODGE EVENTS
2025

Dec. 4 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Annual
Christmas Party at Marconi Lodge Hall Islip, 7pm,
$45pp. Contact: Vicky Canestro @ 631-472-2868.

Dec. 7 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 Children’s
Christmas Party at Meucci Lodge Hall, White Plains,
Ipm. Contact: Camille Tarone @ 914-761-9073.

Dec. 7 - A.P. Giannini Lodge #2859 - 16th
Anniversary/Christmas  Party honoring NYS
IPP/Nat’l Financial Secretary Biagio Isgro & NYS
Past President Joseph Rondinelli at Gargiulo’s, 2911
W. 15th St., Brooklyn, 3pm, $100pp. Contact:
Geralyn @ 201-803-5242 or Josephine P. @ 718-219-
1419.

Dec. 7 - Sgt. John Basilone Lodge #2442 Applebee’s
Breakfast at 499 N. Sunrise Highway, Patchogue,
$10pp. Contact: Eleonora Stellato @ 631-737-1760.

Dec. 9 - Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 Christmas
Party at Little Venice Restaurant, Binghamton, 6pm.
Contact: Barbara Fiala @ 607-727-1808.

Dec. 14 - Progresso Lodge #1047 - Annual Christmas
Party at Bella Domani Catering, N. Syracuse, 1-5pm,
$45pp. Contact: Josephine Federico @ 315-457-
5010.

Dec. 14 - Perry Como Lodge #2846 - Christmas Party
at Constantino Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 4:30-
8:30pm, $75pp. Contact: Nick Abbate @ 516-922-
1548.

&

without you,” one volunteer commented “Always rewarding to show gratitude for all of the blessings &

we have”.
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Dec. 14 - John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 -
Christmas Party at Verdi's of Westbury, Italian Buffet
Dinner, open bar, 1-5pm, $85pp. Contact: Tom
Giovenco @ 516-314-1849 or Elisa Delaney @ 516-
203-5271.

Dec. 20 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211
Christmas Party at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 6-
10:30pm, $75pp. Contact: Linda Galenskas @ 516-
356-0949.

Dec. 31 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 New
Year’s Eve Dinner Dance at Marconi Manor, Islip,
8:00pm, $90pp. Contact: Vicky Canestro @ 631-
472-2868.

Dec. 31 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 New
Year’s Eve Dinner Dance at Brumidi Lodge Hall,
Deer Park, 8pm-1:00am, $145pp. Contact: Linda
Galenskas @ 516-356-0949.

2026

Jan. 4 - Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 - La Befana
Feast at the Binghamton Lodge Hall, $20pp. Contact:
Charlene Jones @ 607-770-9187.

Jan. 16 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Bunco
Night at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 6:30pm,
$20pp. Contact: Linda Galenskas @ 516-356-0949.

Mar. 21 - Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583 40th
Anniversary Gala at Westchester Manor, Hastings-

On-Hudson, 6pm-11pm, $140pp. Contact: Vito
Catania @ 914-329-3125.

Mar. 28 - Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319
Testimonial Dinner for IPP James Cerullo at
Flowerfield Caterers, St. James, 12-4pm.
Contact: Rose 1zzo @ 631-275-5146.

Garibaldi-Meucci Museum

Special Upcoming Events
Contact the Museum @ 718-442-1608
Visit our website at

garibaldimeuccimuseum.com

Dec. 6 - Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony and blessing
of the Presepio, 3pm at the GMM.

Dec. 13 - Frances Curcio book presentation “The
Case of Antonio Meucci and the Telephone: Just the
Facts”, 2pm at the GMM.

2026

Jan. 10 - Anita Sanseverino will give a lecture on the
“Presepio”, 2pm at the GMM.

Jan. 17 - Dr. Snjezana Smodlaka will give a lecture
on the “American Wing of the Metropolitan

Museum”, 2pm at the GMM.

=l As of 11/22/25

QR CORNER - NEW ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS ONLY

The sample on the
right, is what your ad
would look like - the
industry is optional.

This would be for
members that have a
personal or partner

QR
CODE

Name: Giovanni Doe
Lodge: OSDIA Lodge #xxxx
Business: ABC Company
Industry: Real Estate

website with a for profit company. It will be on a B/W page and cost $150 per annum. Note: The
Golden Lion & the NYS Grand Lodge does not endorse any of the goods or services that advertis-
ers would promote and determine if the website is suitable for this publication.

( THANK YOU TO OUR VETERANS )

WINTER SOLSTICE
ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2025

WINTER SOLSTICE TIME - 10:02 AM

Father Vincent Capodanno Lodge #212 - The banner of lodge member Vincent
Maligno is a yearly honor conducted by the Port Richmond Strong community on
'Staten Island or veterans both living and deceased.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! '
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The Golden
Lion
is seeking new adver-
tisers - or former
advertisers to return!
We are asking busi-
nesses to promote
themselves with our
advertising.
Call our office at
1-800-322-6742 for
further information.

Advertise With Us -

* Super Lawyers, Ten + years

* Martindale Hubbell: Pre-Eminent Lawyers
& 5.0/5.0 Ethics, 10 + years

* Expert Network: Distinguished Lawyer

* The National Trial Lawyers

* New York Times, New York City Metro
Area, Top Attorney

Admitted to practice in NY, NJ & MA

Michael A. Santo, Esq.

CELL: 516.551.5503 EMAIL: AttySANTO@gmail.com

Concentrating in:

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE,
PERSONAL INJURY

L i e
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HOME CARE

HOURLY / LIVE IN A
Specialists Charity Ball
| on January

NYOSDIA

— at NURSING HOME CLAIMS
EIEFEE FamiLy owNED & OPERATEDl||  Leonard's 40 years of Experience
Palazzo Of Counsel to:

SILBERSTEIN AWAD & MIKLOS, P. C.
600 Old Country Road, 5th Floor
Garden City NY 11530

COLDWELL BANKER
AMERICAN HOMES

M 516.606.3237

B 516.826.4600
wsmﬁllippo@cbﬂmhomes.com 1897 Wantagh Avenue
willamsanfilippo.cbamhomes.com Wantagh NY 11793

MARK D. GALLUCCIO

Agency Cwner

.“:._-‘ The Franzella & Galluccio Agency S
\ 1007 Glen Cove Ave, Glen Head, NY 11545
bW T:516-333-4848 F: 516-333-5624 A"State

E: MarkGalluccio@allstate com

You're in good hands
I can help protect the things that matter most.

|- - . :
Taste of Italy Advisory Committee with the honorees. From I-r: IPP of the Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Sabrina Savino,

President of the Dr. Calabro Lodge #3011 Leonardo Saburro, NYS President Arthur Spera, National President Thom Lupo,
President of the Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 Rose zzo, Past President of the Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 and

Co-chair of the event Geraldine lannello Graham, Past President of the Perry Como Lodge #2846 Charlie Lucie and
Chairperson Sandra Alfano of the Suffolk County Multicultural Affairs Department.

Harpy How Yoor,,

District 1 Presidents Council Celebratory Brunch honoring NYS State President Arthur Spera and National President Thom Lupo. Pictured is Thom,
seated on left with members of his lodge, the Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319. First Lady Joanne Spera is seated on right.
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