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NEW YORK GRAND LODGE FOUNDATION
CELEBRATES 2025 WINTER CHARITY BALL!
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On January 24, 2025 the New York State Grand Lodge Foundation, Inc., Order
Sons of Italy in America hosted its 29th Anniversary Winter Charity Ball at
Leonard’s Palazzo. At this successful event, honored were: Biagio Isgro, Jr.,
State President, Grand Lodge of New York; Robbie Donno, Founder of Gift of
Life International - Special Lifetime Achievement Award; Nick Savarese,
Executive Director, Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation for Autism - Special
Humanitarian Award and Peter M. Franzese, Special Recognition Award.

NEW YORK OSDIA’S

MARCH MADNESS
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DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
MAY 8, 2025

Al articles for publication must be typed, double spaced and saved and sent as
a document file in Arial Narrow 12pt. font. All photograph captions must be
typed identifying lodge with full name and number; all persons should be identified.
Digital photos should be taken in the highest quality setting possible of the
camera or phone; poor quality photos may NOT be published. DO NOT copy
and paste photos in email, rather attach as a file (named if possible). All articles
and captions must be received before the deadline date. Unpublished articles
are not returned. The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, letters, advertise-
ments, and other material submitted for publication, for its length, clarity, accuracy,
and for conformity to the ideals of the Order. For further information please

contact the Editor by email: mavleonedoro@gmail.com.
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ARE YOU CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?
PLEASE NoOTIFY THE GOLDEN LION

This will assure that you will receive your copy of the Golden
Lion on time at your new address, and the NY Grand Lodge
will save the 75 cents charged by the United States Postal
Service for each returned newspaper. Please notify us of a
change of address as soon as possible.

Email or send letter or postcard to the Grand Lodge office
(see below). Include the following: name, lodge #, complete
old address and new address otherwise changes cannot be
processed.
EMALIL TO: nysosia@aol.com
MAIL TO: New York State OSIA Grand Lodge
Attention: The Golden Lion
2101 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY
11710-5605

OuR SITES: Grand Lodge website: http://lwww.nysosia.org/. -
all issues of past Golden Lion newspapers going back to 2014,

3 YouTube W
YouTube channel: “NYS OSDIA GRAND LODGE".

Facebook page: Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America, Grand(3
Lodge of New York.
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The Golden Lion is the official publication of
the New York State Order Sons of ltaly in
America (NYS OSIA) Grand Lodge, the
largest and longest established organization
representing New York's women and men of
Italian heritage. The Golden Lion strives to
provide timely information about NYS OSIA,
while reporting individuals, institutions, issues
and events of current or historical significance
in the New York Italian-American community.

The Golden Lion is published 5 times yearly:
(Jan-Feb-Mar, Apr-May-June, Jul-Aug, Sep-
Oct, and Nov-Dec) by NYS OSIA, 2101 Bell-
more Avenue, Bellmore, NY 11710,
516-785-4623. Mailed at periodicals postage
rates at Bellmore and at additional mailing of-
fices under USPS permit #017-248 1997
NYS OSIA. All rights reserved. Reproduction
by any method without permission of the ed-
itor is prohibited. Statements of fact and opin-
ion are the responsibility of the authors and
do not necessarily imply an opinion on the
part of the officers, employees and members
of NYS OSIA. The Golden Lion accepts
queries, unsolicited manuscripts, news re-
leases, reviews, and comments, but does not
assume any responsibility for unsolicited ma-
terials. Letters to the editor must include the
name, address, and daytime telephone num-
ber of the author to be considered for publi-
cation. Annual subscriptions are included in
the dues for NYS OSIA.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
The Golden Lion, 2101 Bellmore Avenue,
Bellmore, NY 11710. NYS OSIA membership
information is available at 800-322-OSIA.
Archives are maintained at the Immigration
History Research Center, University of Min-
nesota. Printing by Richner Communica-
tions, Inc., 2 Endo Blvd., Garden City, NY.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the New York Grand Lodge:

At the time of this writing the winter chill continues and | suspect it will
continue for a while. The New Year 2025 has indeed begun and filled
with its usual busy schedule of events and activities. | hope your holi-
days were as pleasant and enjoyable as ours.

On January 24th, the New York State Grand Lodge Foundation hosted
the Annual Winter Charity Ball at Leonard’s Palazzo in Great Neck,
Long Island, which celebrated the 29th Anniversary of this charitable
event. What a pleasant evening it was for all in attendance and most
especially our honorees. Robbie Donno, Founder and President of the
Gift of Life International, Inc., Nick Savarese, Executive Director of the
Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation for Autism, and Peter Franzese, a distin-
guished author who has documented the Italian-American Experience, were indeed very touched by our warm
welcome and generosity. It was quite evident that these wonderful honorees are well valued and respected in
their fields of endeavor. | was also privileged to serve as an honoree for this event and | extend my appreci-
ation for the honor bestowed upon me as your State President ... it was a tribute | will always remember. The
commemorative journal was beautifully coordinated and we thank so many of our state officers, lodges, and
friends of the NYS Grand Lodge Foundation, for their generosity in purchasing journal ads for this special
event. Warmest thanks for the devoted effort of Chairladies Joanne Spera, Mary Ann DeCostanzo, State 1st
Vice President Arthur Spera, State 2nd Vice President Luigi Squillante and the entire committee for coordi-
nating such a social, financial, and fraternal success. Twenty-nine years of giving is indeed a milestone and
one to be quite proud of. It truly was a superb evening!

On Saturday, January 25th the Plenary Session of the Grand Council was held at the Constantino Brumidi
Lodge Hall in Deer Park hosted by the District | Presidents. Even though we were all feeling a bit tired from
partying at the Winter Charity Ball, much was accomplished as we conducted the business of the Order.
National 2nd Vice President Kevin Caira who hails from the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts and National
Financial Secretary Louis Santoro from the Grand Lodge of New Jersey honored us with their presence at the
meeting. My sincerest thanks to the District | Presidents for their warm and gracious hospitality. | encourage
you to join us at our Plenary Sessions when they are conveniently held in your area. You will certainly find the
business meeting of New York OSDIA both interesting and informative.

During the month of February, many new Presidents and Officers are elected throughout our lodges. My sin-
cerest thanks to those who have served as Lodge Presidents and congratulate our Brothers and Sisters who
are stepping up to take on leadership roles. The month of March brings us Installation of Officers across our

State and | encourage you to plan a special ceremony to applaud the outgoing President and Officers and
warmly welcome the newly elected council. Most importantly, | ask for cooperation between the outgoing and
incoming officers. | urge you to work together on behalf of the lodge, for there is no better way to keep a lodge
strong. Please rely on your Lodge Deputy for guidance and direction. They are part of your lodge, offering
assistance as needed. | look forward to seeing many of you during the month of March.

The 117th State Convention Committee, Walk-For-A-Cure Committee, Cooley’s Anemia Dine Around
Committee, Commission for Social Justice, the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Commission, the Annual State
Bowling Tournament, Annual State Golf Outing, Gift of Sight Annual Luncheon, the $100 State Raffle, State
Scholarship Presentations, and so much more, are moving forward with their upcoming activities. Please sup-
port these activities and become a part of it all at the Local Lodge and Grand Lodge level. Our agenda is filled
with ongoing commitment to keep New York OSDIA on the move!

In closing - in the weeks and months ahead we will learn of future plans of those who wish to run for State
Office and National Delegates at our June 2025 State Convention. We must always be reminded that we all
work for the betterment of our organization and the Italian-American community. | thank you for your steadfast
commitment and dedication to the Order. With excitement and anticipation for what is to come, | urge you
to stay focused on the challenges ahead and remind everyone that Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity
are the foundation that has held together the Grand Lodge of New York for 114 years.

As we move toward the 120th Anniversary of the founding of the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy
in America, let us give our word that together we will ensure that our priceless heritage continues
to flourish. Our legacy of concern, responsibility, and goodwill will remain a shining tribute of what
we as OSDIA Brothers and Sisters can accomplish by working together united as one.

Both First Lady Marisol and | wish each one of you a safe and most blessed Easter Season. We
look forward to seeing many of you as we continue to visit our lodges across the state. Thank you
all for allowing me the privilege of serving as the State President of the greatest Grand Lodge of
all!

Fraternally,
Biagio J. Isgro, Jr.

State President
Grand Lodge of New York

QRDER SONS & DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA

FOUNDED 1905
NEW YORK CITY

The NYS Grand Lodge Foundation held their 1st Annual Pocketbook Bingo on January 16 at the Constantino
Brumidi Lodge #2211. The night included lively and exciting Bingo Games, beautiful Designer Bags, Raffles,
music by DJ Gene, humorous commentary by National Rec. Sec. Joe Rondinelli, Fraternity and FUN!
Pictured are members of the Committee: Sabrina Savino, Will Sanfillipo, Kathy Sanfilippo, Gina Franchi,
Bingo Caller Frank Franchi, Alberta Ippolito, Bingo Game Laptop Technician Luigi Squillante, State President

Biagio Isgro, Jr. and State First Lady Marisol Isgro.

New York State

Winter Plenary Photos

Winter Plenary

Editor

oempre Svanti

President Isgro, on Saturday, January 25, 2025 held
the Winter Plenary at the Brumidi Lodge, hosted by all
District | Lodges. The meeting commenced at 9:30 am |
with the ceremonial lighting of the candles. Some of |
the highlights were: o
- Alessandro Manzoni Lodge #258 will be going co-ed.
- three lodges brought in over 60 new members, an
astounding number for Garibaldi, Marconi and John
Michael Marino Lodges.

- the SIF NELA Gala will be on May 22. .
- the National Convention will be in Orlando, Florida. .
August 12-16. ;
- the convention is 6/26-6/29, at The Desmond Hotel
in Albany NY. State convention chairman Ernest
Magliato gave an update on the schedule of events to *
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take place at the convention.

The meeting was adjourned approximately 2:20 pm. *
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thank you Sabnna Savino & Kathy Sanfillipo for the pictures
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o In Memoriam
District Lodge Name of Deceased D0D
2 Cellini Lodge #2206 Louis Carnesecca 11/30/2024
5 Romanesque Lodge #2198 Sybil DeSimone 12/12/2024
1 Progresso Lodge #1041 Esther J. Sindoni 12/11/2024
4 Ladies Aquileia Lodge Jennie C. Tompkins 12/21/2024
3 Uguaglianza/NE Bronx Lodge #83 Dominic R. Massaro 12/18/2024
4 Daughters of Columbus Ldg. #1666 Mary Ann Iandoli 1/2/2025
4 Joe DiMaggio Lodge #2248 Joseph Zingone 1/12/2025
1 Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 George Nappi 1/11/2025
2 Cellini Lodge #2206 Michael E Dolan 2/11/2025
2 Cellini Lodge #2206 Rae Lanzilotta 2/21/2025

Trom the Editor's ﬂe&k‘/

With the Super Bowl LXI and Valentines Day over, February and it's cold
short days are giving way to the capricious weather of March, with cold or
warm, snowy or rainy days, but with daylight lengthening and Spring arriv-
ing. It is also the month of the passing of ‘the torch’ in the Order as
Lodges across the country perform the ritual of Installation of Executive
Boards. Support your filial lodges.

As April arrives with Passover and Easter and that day most revile - Tax Day, the days get
even longer and warmer, the baseball season pervades our States. This has always been
a common ground for different ethnic groups to come together to root for the ‘home team’
and enjoy the popular all-stars of the era.

As you can see from the cover the Winter Charity Ball was enjoyed and honored accom-
plished individuals and the Gift of Sight made a wonderful contribution in its humanitarian
work. This because as a group we care and want to acknowledge those that give or give
back to their fellow human beings - splendida!

April and May will bring around many lodge functions and State events which lead us to the
June Convention where the same ritual as March Madness happens on the Grand Lodge
level. If you are a first time delegate ask someone in your lodge to aid you in the formal and
informal sessions, heck you can ask me if you like.

| found some interesting facts about 2 Italian American pro football coaches, so see my arti-
cle on p.12. As always enjoy all the articles and let a particular writer know if you appreciate
something they had written. And don't forget, if you are changing your address, let the Grand
Lodge Office know so they can update your status and keep the Golden Lion coming to you
without interruption. Or send me an email with your thoughts (page 2 is the information page
and has all you need to contact for great support)

Grazie e Buon Pasqua,

= T . ‘
Brother Cosimo Scocco from the Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 organized a Bus Trip to the Garibaldi
Meucci Museum. Members from many Lodges attended and learned much about the rich history of the
Museum and its namesakes. (See p. 8 for more on GMM in each issue).

A
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FROM YOUR STATE CHAPLAIN

Check out my blog at www.fathercarrozza.com.

Jubilee
By Rev. Andrew P. Carrozza

Hopefully you have heard that the year of Our
Lord 2025 is a Jubilee Year. This tradition
began all the way back in the year 1300, and
every 25 years the church declares a Jubilee
Year. (Sometimes a pope may call an extraor-
dinary Jubilee at his discretion for a good rea-
son.) Pope Francis has called for this Jubilee
to be a Jubilee of Hope. | am elated at the
choice, for it seems to me to be exactly what
the world needs to rediscover: our hope in
Christ. People of all ages are losing faith in
things they used to trust so dearly, whether
their political parties, their sports stars, their
celebrities, institutions of higher learning, and
yes, even the Church, and are looking for
someone or something that they can trust,
knowing it will always be there for them and
will not ultimately disappoint them. We all need
to build our lives, our existence, our reason for
being, on a solid foundation that will not crum-
ble, and many of those foundations these days
have been crumbling from under people’s feet.
That's where Christ comes in. Jesus has won

REvV. ANDREW P. CARROZZA
NEW YORK OSIA STATE CHAPLAIN

the ultimate victory. At the end of time, it will be
Christ who will reign supreme. He guaranteed
that victory by His resurrection from the dead,
and in our baptism, we inherit everything He
won as our promise, provided we follow Him.
Christ will always be there; He cannot be wrong,
and He will never disappoint us. He is always
the truth, even if the truth is sometimes hard to
follow. So during this Jubilee year, take advan-
tage of the special graces and indulgences that
will be offered, and if you have wandered away
from Jesus looking for meaning for your life and
have been disappointed — as so many people
have been — then simply return to Jesus and
you will find that He is indeed your hope, and
the only hope you'll ever need! God bless all of
you in this Jubilee of Hope!

L § Ol
Duca Degli Abruzzi Lodge #443 (the “Dukes”) held

I e

their annual scholarship fundraising deer party on
January 18, 2025. This is always a popular and well

gﬂattended event. Enjoying the meal and friends (photo

above). The Chefs (photo left) from the annual deer

\ party dinner: |-r: Mike Pastrick, Joe Bambara, and

In January, a group from the Perry Como Lodge
#2846 went into Brooklyn to view (photo below) the

' complete works, paintings, of Michaelangelo in the
"~ Sistine Chapel at the vatican. The detail of his works
gy was amazing! The picture is of God reaching out to

Adam. The Perry Como members pictured are |-r:
“—Joseph Ferrandina, President, Denise Ferrandina,
iy First Lady, Jeannine Lucie, Charles Lucie, Adrianna
Sorrentino & Charles Sorrentino.

Corrections: November - December:
note: please let the Editor know if you see a substantive error in a current issue.




NEW Yonx OSDIA LODGE NEws

The ltalian House Party

Quoted from Joseph Gallo. - IPP of Loggia Glen Cove #1016:
After almost five years of being off the air because of Covid and
the death of John LaBarca, | have brought it back live every
Sunday from 12-3pm on OWWR NY.org The Italian House
Party. John started the show several decades ago in the tristate
area. | joined his show in 2015 and | became a regular contrib-
utor until he went off the air on 3/8/20. | will continue this show
playing old and new music, talking about growing up ltalian,
sharing current events, culture, history and heritage, including
live guests. And of course anything OSDIA related. Thanks to
John and his son Jack for their blessings. | appreciate the
opportunity and give special thanks to my friends Station

. Manager and Professor Joseph Manfredi, Giovanni Dainotto
Giovanni Caboto #2372’s Dinner Dance - it was a honor to have our State host of the Five and Dime show, where | was a guest for over a

PreS|dent Biagio Isgro, Jr. & First Lady Marisol Isgro, join us to celebrate our wonderful honorees, Rosemarie DiChiara, and Susan & Anthony Viola at our year studying radio, and my cohost Ralph Comitino. In photo
annual dinner dance. Janet Galvin, President. Photos above left and right. from left to right (1st 3 are members of Loggia Glen Cove
: ; N #1016) Professor Manfredi, Ret. NYPD Joseph Cirilo, IPP

| b8 ks 18 Joseph A. Gallo, Giovanni Dainotto, and Ralph Comitino.
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Congratulatlons to John and Concetta Moryl, members of America Lodge #2245, as their daughter Elena,
received the Scholar Artist Merit Award by NY Newsday for her outstanding artistic talent in painting of the
Verrazzano Bridge to celebrate its 60th anniversary and 500 years of Giovanni da Verrazzano's entrance into

New York Harbor. Pictured with Elena is Luigi & Silvia Cappellini, proprietors of the Verrazzano Castle in . -
Florence, ltaly., Cav. Josephine A. Maietta, and Concetta Moryl. USA Shooting - Congratulations to our

CONGRATULATIONS ELENA!! Para Trap National Champion, Albert Fiori

Buona Pasqua o
Easter is April 20th this year (very late on the calendar) and both Roman Catholic Albert Fiori

and Orthodox Easter are on the same day. Duca Degli Abruzzi Lodge #443
Easter is determined in each year through a calculation, “Computus.” Easter is cel- Endicott NY 13760

ebrated on the first Sunday after the Paschal full moon, the first full moon after the USA Shooting Para Trap National Champion
vernal equinox (Spring), which usually falls on March 21. Placed 3rd in ltaly
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LocAL LODGES - WHAT’S HAPPENING

1Y ITALIAN ST

Rusts of Resilience: Antonio Ardawin

John Michael Marino Lodge
#1389 - hosted a special video
presentation  about  Lodge
Member Antonio Ardovini's life in
Italy, his journey to the United
States and what his Italian roots
and family mean to him. Pictured
center is Antonio and Antoniette
Ardovini; left is Lodge Member and producer Dan Simonelli; right: Lodge Members Maria Cavallaro and Nancy
Conetta who helped with this ongoing series portraying Lodge members.

[TALIAN AMERICAN \

_ = ' i =1 ) 0
In early February, Marco Polo Lodge #2214, hosted the "Send off Dinner” for Levittown's General Douglas
MacArthur High School. Varsity and Junior Varsity Cheer Teams, prior to their departure for the US National High

School Cheer Team competition in Orlando, Florida.

The 2024 Long Island Ambassador Awards Gala sponsored by the ltalian America Museum was held on
November 17, 2024, honoring leaders of Italian American associations and organizations who have distin-
guished themselves in community enhancement. Among the awardees were OSDIA Members Geraldine
lannello-Graham (nominated by John A. Fratta), Anthony Manetta (nominated by Robert G. Fonti) and Sabrina

At their annual Christmas Party, the John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 of Port Washington recognized “2024 Savino (nominated by NYS President Biagio Isgro, Jr.)
Members of the Year” Dan Simonelli and John Coccarelli. Among other accomplishments, Dan Simonelli cre-
ated and produced a video series called “My Italian Story” (see top right of this page) portraying three lodge
members, their early life in Italy, and their journey from ltaly to the United States. More videos are coming in
2025. John Coccarelli took the lead in refurbishing the Columbus Statue and surrounding area in Mineola NY.
The statue and area had fallen into disrepair and it now looks beautiful.

T _-".,1'. | - cw&_‘ # : . . T 'L W‘

The T praulppriseie

Aria Bouchelle

sy
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o ’ Births: Recently Stephanie Sorrentino and Brian Zambito married. Stephanie '# a ]OﬂS Columbus Lodge #2143 - IPP Gary
f ‘L is a member of the Perry Como Lodge #2846. The couple had a little baby boy, L Caparco's  granddaughter ~ Aria
g e Zachary Zambito. \k « * \F Bouchelle was citizen of the month for

demonstrating Honesty. We are very
proud of Aria. Tanti Auguri

Nuptial and Natal Announcements Section

+Please send me your announcements of marriages or milestone anniversaries (25th, 50th etc.) or of new births. This should only be a marriage of a member sent by the member. In addition, if a member has a new arrival, s
+that is, their son or daughter or a grandparent having a new grandson or granddaughter; send me an announcement. For marriages: the name of the member(s) namely, bride and groom, the date of the wedding and the}
Sfull lodge name and number. For births: birthdate (height and weight optional), name of parents or grandparents, one or more which is an OSDIA member and the full lodge name and number. Email me, Golden Lion Editor§
Sat mavleonedoro@gmail.com with the subject line stating marriage or birth announcement. The announcement (and photo if you like) will subsequently go in the Golden Lion Newspaper. .
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Dear Brothers and Sisters

| hope you all had a very blessed
Christmas season and hope that the New
Year brings us all peace, health, and hap-
piness. In this new year we all must double
our efforts to promote a positive image of
our ltalian Community and defend against
those that choose to attack us. Let us all
stand together as one group and remem-
ber we must "educate, not eradicate."

2025 CSJ Annual Luncheon

Our 2025 CSJ luncheon fundraiser will
take place on March 9th at Verdi's of
Westbury. This year, we will be honoring
Andre’ DiMino from the One Voice
Coalition. CSJ as well as many other
Italian American groups worked extremely
hard in fighting the attacks on our heritage.
One Voice is a partner of our coalition that
was formed to defend our heritage. Our
second honoree is our very own Vince
Marmorale. He is one of those unsung
heroes in our ltalian American Community.
Our third honoree will be the Native
American Guardian Association represent-
ed by Vice President Frank Blackcloud.
For information, please call Eleanor
Jobbagy at (516) 551-3125.

Freshpet Anti-ltalian Commercial

Once again, we find ourselves fighting the
ridiculous; a commercial for Freshpet. The
commercial stars Steven Schirripa who
acts as a mob boss depicting himself as a
wise guy. There was no reason to have a
commercial like this depicting us once
again as mobsters. It ends with “show
Freshpet some respect, or you might get
whacked.”. Freashpet owes us an apology
and this commercial should be removed
immediately from TV.

Real Mob Stories with James Proctor

FX Network will be airing a TV series: Real
Mob Stories about Sammy "the Bull"
Gravano. This series glorifies the mob and
Sammy the Bull. There is a movement by
the Italian America Civil Rights League to

COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

file a suit claiming this show violates the
Son of Sam law. We agree with the Civil
Rights League and will fight to have this
show removed.

Williamsville School District Buffalo

Schools will no longer have Columbus Day
separate on their school calendar. It is now
to be known as Indigenous Peoples’
Day/ltalian American Heritage Day. The
school district added Asian Lunar New
Year to the calendar and when Diwali, Eid
al-Fitr and Eid Al-Adha fall on a school day,
the students will have off that day. This is
all part of the districts Diversity, Equality
and Inclusion philosophy.

John Dabbene Essay Contest Winners:
Geraldine Graham

District 1: 7th grade - Dylan Nystrom
Sponsoring Lodge: Vigiano Brothers
#3436

District 2: 12th grade - Olivia Giordano
Sponsoring Lodge: America #2245

District 3: 8th Grade - Michael Ruesing
Sponsoring Lodge: Luigi Pirandello #2875

District 3: 9th Grade - Joseph Tavella
Sponsoring Lodge: Per Sempre #2344

District 4: 8th Grade - Luca Carpenter
Sponsoring Lodge: Fr. Donald B. Licata
#2435

District 5: 10th Grade - Gregory Berde
Sponsoring Lodge: Vincent Linguanti
#2212

District 6: 8th Grade - Guinevere Libertucci
Sponsoring Lodge: Gabriele D'Annunzio
#321

| want to thank all those young people and
lodges that submitted essays for this con-
test. | want to congratulate all the winners.
| also want to thank Geraldine Graham for
all the hard work she and her committee
do in promoting and working on this pro-
ject.

Christopher Columbus Essay — Andrew
llliano

CSJ continues to work hard not just in
defending our heritage, but also in promot-
ing and bringing awareness to the positive
influence that Italian American have made
in making America a great place. Keeping
this in mind we are now working on a new
project spearheaded by Andrew llliano, a
Christopher Columbus Essay Contest.

MESSAGE FROM CSJ CHAIRMAN JOHN FRATTA

We are in the very early stages of this con-
test and are working out the details for its
implementation.

Over the past few decades many myths and
falsehoods have been spoken about
Christopher Columbus. Today these false-
hoods are being repeated on social media
and in our classrooms at the detriment of
Columbus and ltalian Americans who cele-
brate Columbus Day.

ASSIGNMENT:

For students in grades 8-12, select one of
the many anti-Columbus lies being repeat-

©)

9. Columbus was short-tempered, heart-
less, narcissistic, ruthless and vindictive.

10. Columbus was a racist.
11. Columbus didn't discover anything.

12. Columbus was sent back to Spain in
chains for abusing the Indians.

“You can choose a topic from the above list
or a new Columbus defamatory lie you
wish to disprove.” - Andy llliano.

We will have more information on this new
project in the future.

ed today and prove it wrong using reputable

SOUICes. Book Review — written by Alison Vitucci —

Lisa Serafini
Here are some common myths that can be

proven false: | want to thank Lisa and Alison for taking

on this project and for all the hard work

1. Columbus thought little of the natives and  they put into it. - see review below.

abused them. .
As you can see our CSJ Executive Board,

and our lodge liaisons work very hard with
these projects. | appreciate everyone's
time and input in making CSJ essential to
our Order. | also want to thank Eleanor
Jobbagy, my Co-chair, for all she does for
the CSJ.

2. Columbus committed genocide.

3. Columbus brought slavery and imperialism to
the New World.

4. Columbus' goals were gold and slavery.

As | always end this article, | am urging all
my brothers and sisters if you hear any-
thing negative about our heritage and cul-
ture, please advise me.

5. Columbus cut off the hands of natives
who did not provide their share of gold.

6. Columbus was happy and willing to insti-
tute the practice of encomiendas.

Fraternally,
John

John A. Fratta
http://www.columbusthetruth.org

http://www.therealcolumbus.org

7. Columbus engaged in sex trafficking.

(=] e (=]

8. Columbus raped native women and/or
allowed native women to be raped by his men.

[=]

GOLDEN LION BOOK REVIEW

by Alison Vitucci and Lisa Serafini

Being Brothers
by Mike DeLucia

Being Brothers by Mike DeLucia is a book written as if it were a movie script. The author
uses the script to set the tone and feel for the events that unfold throughout the piece, from
the television in the living room to the music in the street, you are immersed in the setting
and are able to recall your own childhood which creates a sense of nostalgia; a time where
you had a true sense of self and belonging rather than a focus on material items and elec-
tronics today. The story centers on two brothers with Italian names growing up in the Bronx
in the seventies. Their classmates, neighbors, little league teammates and family come
alive as the book plays out and although the brothers have sibling rivalry, which their par-
ents do a good job diffusing, the bond they share is apparent. So, pick up this award-win-
ning book Being Brothers and take a walk down memory lane.

Note: All book reviews by Lisa and Alison will now appear on our CSJ website.

Lisa is a District VI Trustee from Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321
Alison Vitucci is Corresponding Secretary for Cellini Lodge #2206
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—= A MESSAGE FROM
THE GMM CHAIRMAN

GARIBALDI-MEUCCI
MUSEUM (GMM)
420 Tompkins Avenue
Staten Island, New York 10305

718-442-1608
By Comm. Joseph Sciame, 0P
GMM CEO/Chair & éf:@\
President, Sons of ltaly |2 )
Foundation %QMJ

GMM NYSOSDIA Commissioners, National OSDIA Board of Overseers...Members All:

reflect and think about the winter months and what it might have been like at the

famed historic house that was built back in 1843. Then without regular heating sys-
tems and/or electricity, what might the residents — men who befriended one another,
Antonio Meucci and General Giuseppe Garibaldi, what had they done in their leisure winter
months from about 1850-52/3. We know that without lights, they had to count on candles,
which they made on the grounds of the GMM, and today we can witness the candle “factory”
as | call it, that looks like a huge vat to the rear of the Museum. How then did they manage
without heat, but there was a dependency on a hot stove or two, fed by coal | would con-
jecture.

L\ s | and so many left the Garibaldi Meucci Museum on November 9, 2024, | began to

And so fast forward to 2025 as | now leave the GMM on some regular visits, | see the
changes that are so very apparent, in that we enjoy lights in all the rooms and both floors,
and even the cellar, and we have heat! And what a tribute to both men, for the Garibaldi
Gallery is such a tour as to all that Giuseppe Garibaldi did in his travels throughout Italy and
other countries, primarily in South America. He was indeed “The Hero of Two Worlds” and
most recently in speaking with a colleague in Brazil in the historic Orders of Savoy, he too
leads a museum dedicated to the efforts of Garibaldi and attests that GG to be a true unifi-
cator. The other room as one enters the GMM is a dedication to Inventor Antonio Meucci
and as | leaned over to see his death mask in the case and the 2002 Congressional

Resolution attesting to his discovery of the telephone, all | could feel on that cold day of vis-
iting the GMM, was a sense of pride. And here | stood in place with my Apple 15 in hand
realizing that if Antonio had not invented the phone, the evolution of the phones I have seen
over the years from my youth until now might not be the phone with even a camera. Of
course, | did think about Kodak and all the business they may have lost on the cameras and
photos of old, but such is progress. And so, we really do owe a debt of gratitude to Antonio
for his early work on sound and how it is conveyed, and how he even died penniless not to
better know the efforts of his work.

But these winter months are months of thinking, planning and work at the GMM, for we have
had meetings, especially our Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Commissioners, New York
State Grand Lodge with the National Overseers, and we have trimmed our budget accord-
ingly and monitored every dollar. In fact, often | feel as Antonio and his wife Estere felt, pen-
niless. Of course, since 1986 we have been opened and with staffing and done miracles
with the building, restorations of all sorts, painting and remodeling, new exhibits, and we
have our Brick Pathway commemorating good and sad times for those who support it, we
have enjoyed the luncheons and concerts and we have our wonderful Tower of Light — La
Torre di Luce, fundraising of the commemorative benches by so many and other good
pieces of our GMM history, on and on.

Yes, these are winter months that bring reflection and ‘success’ for we have come a long
way since 1843, and a long way since L'Figli d'ltalia in America took on the responsibility in
1919 afer its own founding in 1905 by the revered Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro and is compatriots
who all espoused a deep respect for Garibaldi and Meucci. Even today when Italians visit
the GMM, many pause and shed a tear, for they respect both men, and recently when in
Italy | met two Italians, one male and the other female, and one in Milan and one in Rome,
each told me “We study Garibaldi for sure, but we now study Meucci!” Pride was exhibited
and that was how | felt in the wintery months of Staten Island with its winds — pride in know-
ing we of the OSDIA and Sons of Italy Foundation (SIF) are doing something good, for we
can boast of our own OSDIA Museum! And | and you can boast because it is not | alone,
but your membership, your financial support, the support of the NYS Grand Lodge and other
state lodges and benefactors, the Sons of Italy Foundation, the daily work of our staff in
place at the GMM, and all of us creating synergy — the unity of our working together, and all
for what we believe in...no cold wintery nights for us, as we have the warmth of a Museum,
the Garibaldi Meucci Museum.

The Guitar

By Prof. William J. Castello

the museum’s exhibits, before the COVID

lockdown, | was in the museum’s basement
searching for stored artifacts. At that time the basement was
dusty, laced with cobwebs, damp and uninviting. Shelves of
gray boxes held files and historic clothing, medals and plaques
and other ephemera from years past. In a dim corner, a pile of
furniture stood precariously in the shadows. | could tell that it
wasn't touched in many years. Carefully | untangled the stack,
", separating brittle chairs from damaged tables and bedposts
/ from flagpoles. Each piece was gently lifted and placed on the

" floor.

' | uncovered a deep space built into the brick founda-
tion. It was filled with many old and broken objects. | spotted the neck of a guitar at an unusual
angle. Gently removing the adjacent materials, the body of the instrument was revealed. With
great care, | removed it from its long resting place and carried the broken guitar to a well-lit
spot to examine it.

Several years ago, before the reorganization of

The fingerboard was black and embellished with mother-of-pearl and gold inlay,
barely attached to the body by a bend of splinters. The bout or face of the instrument was
chocolate brown decorated with a complex design of the same materials inlaid on the neck.
Its strings were still in tack strung from black tuning pegs to an elaborate bridge. The sides of
the body were surfaced with a Florentine wood inlay of black and brown veneer tiles. This
beautiful object had no brand or maker’s mark. | had truly found a forgotten treasure.

| carried it up the steep cellar stairs and lay it down gently in Meucci’s gallery. It was
there | discovered, in the dark space behind the sounding hole, two ornate initials made of
amber raised material. They are “GG”.

After showing the staff | placed it safely in the library and began my research.

Throughout the nineteenth century, Americans took great delight in making music
together by performing in instrumental and vocal ensembles, and by attending musical
soirees, sing-alongs, and other interactive musical events. During his short time in New York,
Giuseppe Garibaldi loved to visit the actors and
musicians at Lorenzo Ventura’s Restaurant

located at 289 V2 Broadway, adjacent to the Park
i Theater_(1)

We have discovered “gifts” given to the
_ general while in exile. The museum exhibits an
- P ‘h;. elaborate gentleman’s cap and an embroidered
W, *';‘i) red shirt with floral accents given to him by his
H}}‘ admirers from among the Italian community in
\ New York. We have discovered tales of the gath-
" erings of his American friends in Meucci’s parlor
| who celebrated him with great food and song.
Could this beautiful, handmade parlor guitar
| bearing the initials “GG” be a gift to Garibaldi
4| from an admirer? To date | have found no refer-

W, . In December of 2024 a musician and
b N\ g o B guitar expert, Dennis Molenfant asked if he could
B P try to restore this mysterious instrument. He took
— the fragile remains of this guitar to his workshop
. and worked a miracle.
7 :
On January 22, Dennis returned the instrument to the museum, fully restored. He quickly tuned
the guitar and played “The Battle Hymn of the Republic’. For the first time in over a century and
a half, music was played on this historic instrument by the hand of this genius who restored it.

It seemed miraculous to the staff members who observed this performancelt now stands proudly
in Meucci's gallery for all to see. Thank you, Dennis, for restoring a precious connection to our
past and possibly a personal treasure of the great Garibaldi.

William J. Castello is a Past President (2018- 2023) of the Fr. Vincent Capodanno Lodge #212. He is a former
GMM Commissioner and the historian and artist in residence.
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OSDIA ON THE MOVE

Gift of Sight (GOS) Chairperson Mary Naccarato
Reflects on Accomplishments

The Gift of Sight Committee (GOS), part of the
NYS Sons and Daughters of Italy Foundation,
continues to make an incredible impact through
its fundraising efforts. We raise funds at the
annual New York State convention and at a
fundraising luncheon we hold every September.
At the luncheon we honor a distinguished oph-
thalmologist and two outstanding honorees for
their charitable work. This past September
marked the seventh luncheon since my appoint-
ment as chairperson by President Ferrito, and
we are proud to report that we achieved a net
income of $38,000.

These funds, combined with approximately
$10,000 raised at our 2024 convention, have
enabled us to continue to support organizations
dedicated to our mission of helping the blind
and visually impaired lead full and enriching
lives. Among the organizations we have proudly
supported are the Helen Keller Organization,
the Guide Dog Foundation, America’s VetDogs,
and numerous other programs.

Over the history of this extraordinarily success-
ful committee, we made significant contribu-
tions, such as the donation of several large
transport vans. Under the presidency of Joseph
Rondinelli and GOS leadership of Marianne
O'Neil, we donated a van to the Helen Keller
Foundation. Similarly, under the presidency of
Anthony Naccarato and my Chairmanship, we
provided a van to the Guide Dog - VetDog pro-
gram. These contributions have exemplified our
commitment to improving accessibility and inde-
pendence for those in need. Most recently, for
four consecutive years, we donated $6,000 to
sponsor four Guide/Service Dogs. We had
puppy naming contests and named four dogs.

Most recently, on December 11, 2024, while the
students were having their last rehearsal for a
winter concert, my husband Tony (GOS mem-
ber) and | had the pleasure of delivering a
$20,000 check to the New York Institute for
Special Education (NYISE) in the Bronx.
Founded in 1831 and relocated to the Bronx
over a century ago, NYISE has a remarkable
mission: “to provide quality educational pro-
grams and support to students and families in a
safe, caring environment, to awaken and inspire
student curiosity, lifelong learning, and fulfill-

5 7 | i 7, 9 L W o __ -
The December 11 dona?ion to the New York Institute for the Blind. Young adults were having

ment.” Our State President Biagio Isgro Jr. and
our Vice-Chair Mark A. Ventimiglia had prior
commitments.

This was a wonderful Christmas gift for the chil-
dren who rely on the Institute’s services. It will
enable them to attend events and activities that
have been out of reach due to financial con-
straints since the onset of COVID. This gener-
ous contribution reflects the deep commitment
of OSDIA and GOS to making a meaningful dif-
ference in the lives of these children. The rela-
tionship with the Institute began when John
Fratta, NYS CSJ Chair, brought this Institute to
my attention. We have been donating $5,000
annually to help students develop skills they will
need in their future careers.

In addition to the above, we annually donate
$5,000 to Vision Center NYC so that two chil-
dren and their families can attend a camp to
hone their skills of daily living. We also sponsor
a $5,000 table for the NELA dinner so that blind
and visually impaired veterans may attend the
event. We also donate to the Long Island State
Veterans Home and the Northport VA low vision
program. We make an annual donation of
$1,500 to the Beep baseball Team - a group of
adults who play baseball using a ball that emits
a sound. The team has played in the National
Beep Baseball Series. Lastly, we have an annu-
al grant of $1,500 given to a deserving ltalian
American blind or visually impaired student.

Our signature event is the Helen Keller Camp
Day each July. We have had twelve of these
annual events, where we entertain about fifty
Helen Keller Camp students at a local park. We
provide the children with a full day of entertain-
ment, including activities, games, field games,
Italian Trivia, face painting and trackless trains.
The children eat pizza and garlic knots which is
followed by an ice cream truck.

The Gift of Sight Committee is dedicated to con-
tinuing our work to enhance the lives of the blind
and visually impaired. Thank you for your sup-
port in helping us achieve our mission, which
brings considerable credit to OSDIA and each
and every member in our generous and charita-
ble Order.

r ) g
the last practice

before the holiday show. With GOS Chairperson Mary Naccarato, NYS IPP Anthony Naccarato and to the far
right in photo, Dr. Bernadette M. Kappen, Executive Director for the Institute. (see page back for more pic-

tures).

-
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Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436 - "The grandson of Julie DeCollibus, Dylan Nystrom, has won the CSJ District
| award in the John Dabbene essay contest." Left to Right: Maryann Schick, President Laura Taglienti, CSJ
District | Geraldine Graham, Dylan’s Mother, Dylan Nystrom, Dylan's Father, Dylan's grandmother Julie

DeCollibis.

P e e e
Columbus Lodge #2143 Initiated 3 new members on
11/27/24 - Congratulations and welcome to Anthony

Rutilliano, Mario Polisi and Gary Lambdin. Benvenuti!

' SONS & DAUGHTERS op ITA ;
QRDER S LY Iy 4 M,
) g &y,

STELLA D'ARGENTO
LODGE No, 1916

Fy

| i

Stella D'Argento Lodge #1916 - recent initiations: In
November, new member Alison Lorenc with President
Charlene Jones and Sponsor and IPP Rozann Greco

District 4 winner of the 2024 John Dabbene ltalian
Heritage Essay Contest - Luca Carpenter, his
family are members of the Fr. Donald B. Licata
Lodge #2435.

(above); In October, new members Jennifer Lesko and Elyse Papa with President Jones (above right).

<~SAVE THE DATE

NYOSDIA

Gift of Sight
Annual Luncheon

Verdi’s of Westbury
September 13; 12-4pm.

NYOSDIA
Garibaldi-Meucci Museum
37th Annual
Fundraiser Luncheon
LiGreci’s Staaten

November 8; 12-4pm.
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2025 Winter Charity Ball

Christmas and Holiday Fun at the Lodges
: 1 T 1 l-.H! .

=
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The Joe DiMaggio Lodge #2248 annual Children's Christmas Party. After enjoying a delicious|
brunch, the children made various crafts as they waited for a visit from Santa. They were delightfully!
surprised to see Mrs. Claus accompanied him this year. Pictured with the children are Santa

Michael Engelhardt and Mrs. Claus Diana Scileppi.

Columbus Lodge"#2143 - Children‘s\Christmas Party; all the kids had a fantastic time and loved seeing Sanfé'and their
gifts. Thank you to Chris & Janet Molina and Allen Valente. Merry Christmas- Buon Natale a tutti!

Christmas Spirit
Stella D'Argento Lodge #1916 did a lot of
donating over the Christmas holidays. The 3
photos to the right are: Teri Morabito and
President Charlene Jones delivering fundraiser
hats, mittens, scarves and underwear to g
Theodore Roosevelt School; Christmas With Aj
Vet Fundraiser - delivery of gifts to NYS Veterans
Home Oxford NY, Rozann Greco, Charlene
Jones, Liz Pearce, Angela Chaves, Sarah
Dozoretz and President Charlene Jones and Past
President Rachelle Foley delivering fundraiser
gifts of lap blankets to Willow Point Nursing
Home residents.




New York, New York - Does It All Start In New York?

Since this is a New York periodical, we shouldn’t necessarily be biased to our own state, however
have you ever noticed how, just somehow, there is this much less than 6 degrees of separation
when someone in another state has relatives, ancestors or they themesleves, unknown to most of
us, come from the Empire State. Case in point: Super Bowl LIX. Now | don’t know if many of you
are saddened at how close the Buffalo Bills got to the Super Bowl. | know downstaters don’t
considered them to be a NY team, like the consistently disappointing Giants and Jets (who ironically
play in a New Jersey stadium). So reaching out as far as District VIII - are the Bills NY? In any
event, the Bills didn’t make the final game, but the Philadelphia Eagles did. And the coach, Nick
Sirianni is paternally Italian, with roots in Calabria, which is good enough to make it in the Golden
Lion newspaper. But, a big but, which of you knew he was born and grew up in NY. As | cite The
Sporting News, “Sirianni was born on June 15, 1981, in Jamestown, New York, the son of Fran and
Amy Sirianni. His father was the head football coach at Southwestern Central High School in West
Ellicott, New York, where Sirianni graduated in 1999. Fran coached there for approximately nine
seasons.” The family did move to Pittsburgh and Nick and his brothers are all involved coaching.
Congratulations to Nick Sirianni and the Philadelphia Eagles as Super Bowl Champs!

As Nick was doing so well, many sports channels brought up another famous Italian American that,
whether you are old enough to have seen him or not, if you are a fan, you know the name - Vince
Lombardi. Hmm, he was way out in Wisconsin, coaching the Green Bay Packers to Super Bowl |
and Il (end of ‘66 and ‘67 seasons). He is considered one of the best coaches ever, in any sport.
He motivated Green Bay to win 3 straight and 5 total NFL Championships (some of this before there
was a Super Bowl). What is his connection to NY?

Vincent Thomas Lombardi was born in Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn to parents emigrating from
Salerno (paternal) and Vietri di Potenza, Basilicata (his Mom'’s given last name was |zzo), Italy. He
was an altar boy at St. Mark’s R.C. Church, he attended Catheral Prepartory Seminary to study for
the priesthood, but decided not to and then attended St. Francis Prep High School. Vince, even
with his poor eyesight, received a scholarship to Fordham University. Once out of school he was
coach or assistant coach to: Fordham, West Point and the NY Giants (yes, the Jints’). It's important
to note that while coaching in NY, Lombardi worried that he was unable to land a head coaching job
due to prejudice against his Italian heritage in the 1950’s especially with respect to Southern
colleges. There were some struggles, but wise friends helped him along. It should also be stated
that when prejudism vs. Black and different ethnicities arose, Lombardi would have no part in that:
"... viewed his players as neither black nor white, but Packer green."

So he left New York and the rest is history. By the way, yes a by the way, in the first Super Bowl,
the Green Bay Packers beat ... the Kansas City Chiefs 35-10.

So from the early starts of two born and bred ltalian American New Yorkers, cheers to your
accomplishments coaching the gridiron greats.
- by the Editor

Sources: Wikipedia and The Sporting News

VVYy

LocAL LODGE INITIATIONS '

Giovanni Caboto
Lodge #2372 & Janet
Galvin (President far
right in photo), wel-
comed three new mem-
bers recently initiated:
Don Longo,

Lisa Sciacca,
Gregory Chioffi.

Tom Della Corte was
recently installed as a
member of
Joe DiMaggio
Lodge #2248.
Pictured from |-r are
Board Members
Suzanne Baur, Ann
Marie Bettina and Lynn
Phillips, Tom Della
@ Corte, President Donna
Torrisi, Membership
Chair, Addie Cioli, Imme-
diate Past President
Dave Totillo and Lodge
Deputy Pina Lita.

America Lodge #2245 initiated seven new members at their February General Membership meeting. We wel-
come Giuseppa Fuzesi, Sandy Amendola, Carol Tenti, Angela Campagna, Grazia DeCiantis, Gloriana Fratar-
cangeli and Scott Goldmann to the OSDIA and America Lodge family!

Our Contribution To Freedom
Is Amazing!

By Prof./Cav. Philip J. DiNovo

The extent of Italian and Italian
American participation in the American
Revolution, the Civil War and all the
wars up to present time is amazing. |
often ask myself why the contributions
of these immigrants are not known by
the general public. Much of what | write
here is not found in our American histo-
ry textbooks. The list of Italian American
Revolutionary War heroes is long. |
highlight a few here.

Although not a direct contributor
to the American Revolution, the town of
Paoli, not far from Philadelphia, is
named after Pasquale Paoli. For 14 years, Pasquale fought
for Corsican independence from Genoa. His struggle
aroused the admiration of free men all over the world includ-
ing the Sons of Liberty who played an important role in the
American Revolution. When the New York Battalion of the
Independent Foot Company was organized in 1773, it took
the name of “Corsicans.”

Scholar Giovanni Schiavo shows that by 1776
there were thousands of people of Italian origin living on the
American colonies. Both French and English documents
contain scores of Italian names. Many men from France
with Italian surnames fought during the American Revolu-

tion under the French flag. They were often offspring of Ital-
ians who settled in France or ltalian citizens who assumed
or were given the French flag. An example is Philip Phinizy
(Finizzi) who came over with the Rochambeau. The British
had a list of Italian enemy soldiers that they imprisoned. The
patriotic contributions of men of ltalian descent included mil-
itary combat, spying, authoring propaganda, and foreign
missions.

One of our great heroes was Cosmo Medici who
fought at the Battle of Princeton. His military performance
was so outstanding that he was promoted from Lt. to Cap-
tain in 1777. He fought in many battles and, according to
Congressional Investigation Committee, Major Medici com-
manded four corps of cavalry during the American Revolu-
tion. According to the research, no soldier of Italian origin
had a rank higher than major. Yet the effort of the colonists
of Italian descent and Italian volunteers were of great help
to the patriots.

Philip Mazzei (born “Filippo” in Poggio a Caiano,
Italy on December 25, 1730) was an Italian wine merchant,
trained surgeon and arms merchant. He was a particularly
significant figure. He sailed to Hampton, Virginia in 1773. As
a civilian, he and his close friend Thomas Jefferson, wrote
numerous newspaper articles to promote the recruitment of
military volunteers. In 1775, when the British landed at
Hampton, Virginia, he joined the company of Albemarle
County as a private. He volunteered along with fellow Italian
Americans Carlo Bellini and Vincent (“Vincenzo”) Rossi and
fought under Patrick Henry (Governor of Virginia). In 1779,
Governor Henry sent Mazzei on a mission to Europe to
raise funds for the American cause. His ship was captured
by the British and he was held prisoner on Long Island for
three months. After his release, he headed to Europe to

complete his mission writing many articles and successfully
convinced General Comte de Rochambeau that coordina-
tion of French naval power with the American army would
certainly end the War of Independence. This vision was
realized with the defeat of British forces at the Battle of York-
town. And, if that wasn’'t enough proof of Mazzei’s patrio-
tism, he is credited with these words, “All men are by nature
equally free and independent,” which Thomas Jefferson
used in the Declaration of Independence.

Among ltalian Corsicans who fought for American
independence aboard French ships were seamen
Dominique Pozzo, Ignace Nini, Joseph Masso, Barthelemy
Martinelli, Pierre Santelli or Lur, Dominique Turchini, and
Joseph Dottore. Colonial soldiers of Italian descent included
Lt. James Bracco, who was killed in action at White Plains
on October 28, 1776 and Colonel Richard Tagliaferro who
was killed at the Battle of Guilford Hill, 1781. Joseph DeAn-
geles joined the Colonial Army at the age of thirteen and
served from 1776 until the end of the War. In 1903, the
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs published a list of soldiers
and sailors who fought during the American Revolution
under the French flag and the list contains scores of Italian
names.

Francesco Vigo (1747-1836), a fur trader who
helped finance the American Revolution, served as a spy.
He was ultimately rewarded with the rank of colonel.

There are many books written by Italian American
authors on our contributions in case you would like to learn
more. The American ltalian Heritage Museum and Cultural
Center has exhibits commemorating the wartime contribu-
tions of Italian Americans.

Prof/Cav. DiNovo, a member of the Gabriele D'’Annunzio Lodge #321, Schenectady, New York dedicates his time and study to the Italian American communities in the U.S.
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HoLIDAYS AT THE LocAL LODGES

A n ; -—

=]
B,

| 4 -~ f . 1 1
i — [ A 3

The John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 held its annual Christmas Party on UguaglianzalNE Bronx Lodge #83-orgahi2ed by the Christmas Party Committee (Liz Lucadamo, Silvio Caserta, Maria Giancarli, and

December 13th at Verdis in Westbury with over 100 attendees. Pictured with Lodge Linda Cerbone), the Lodge celebrated the Christmas Season with a well-attended event held on 12/17 at Scavello’s on the Island.
members is Santa who came all the way from the North Pole. Pictured standing to the left of Lodge President Lorraine C. Corsa Esq, is Grand Lodge of New York State President Biagio J. Isgro, Jr.

~ P 3 2025!
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Members of the Joe DiMaggio Lodge #2248 went caroling to the Taconic Rehab and Nursing facility in Fishkill, NY. This Stella D'Argento
was a heartwarming experience for the residents and the carolers. Some sang along and clapped to the music of familiar ~ Lodge #1916 - the £
holiday songs. Attendees received a pinecone ornament made by the ladies of the lodge at the conclusion of the event. |odge held its Christmas =+
Some carolers visited Avalon and Lutheran Care Center facilities as well. Pictured with President Donna Torrisi (center)  party; shown here are ESESS
are the carolers and Norm Curry (first row) who accompanied them with his guitar. members Filomena

Capozzi, Connie Capani
and Ann Marie Sacco.

Cellini Lodge #2206 - on |
~ February 2had a Valentine's %
| | Day Breakfast.

There were 30 {{"

members in
attendance. g
Phylis Capasso chaired the [

event. Many prizes were won
and door prizes were given out along with a 50/50 raffle. Great time with fellow members in
a very relaxed atmosphere. Cupid by ar.inspiredpencil.com

@ TTappy L E/éwe/gfwﬂ% /?MM/&&(%, W&&Z‘M
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Luigi Pirandello

By Marianne Bortone Prince

Poet Laureate and Nobel Prize in| certain brilliant minds, is the only
Literature Award Recipient

thing that will help a mind of my
kind: attentive, concentrated,
patient, truly childlike at first, a
docile pupil, if not of teachers, at
least of life, a pupil who would
never abandon his complete
faith and confidence in the things

As | sat and typed this col-
umn, the snow was softly
falling outside my window.
| was listening to my
favorite Beatles song,
“Here Comes the Sun”, sung by the incomparable
song writer and poet, George Harrison. | then said to
myself “only two months till Spring, only two months
till Spring” (followed by the glorious month of April).
How many of you know that April is Poetry Month?
How many of you know that ltalian author Luigi
Pirandello (6/28/1867 — 12/10/1936) was named
Poet Laureate by the Swedish Academy and award-
ed the Nobel Prize in Literature on December
10,19347

The NY OSDIA Luigi Pirandello Lodge #2875 in
Fresh Meadows, Queens bears his name. The
Lodge, founded by current Lodge President Peter
Petrino and Vice President Stella Grillo, was institut-
ed on October 14, 2012. In a recent conversation
with Stella, | asked why the chartered members
chose Luigi Pirandello as their designation. She
replied that several names were offered for consid-
eration and after a bit of research, they decided the
Luigi Pirandello was most appropriate.

What follows is the powerful award acceptance
speech delivered in Stockholm at the December
Nobel Prize Banquet by Poet Laureate Luigi
Pirandello. | also located a reel on Facebook that
contains footage of the award ceremony www.face-
book.com/reel/706922883940512. The photo of
Luigi Pirandello and his close friend Albert Einstein
was taken in 1935.

| take deep satisfaction in expressing my respectful
gratitude to Your Majesties for having graciously
honored this banquet with your presence. May | be
permitted to add the expression of my deep gratitude
for the kind welcome | have been given as well as for
this evening's reception, which is a worthy epilogue
fo the solemn gathering earlier today at which | had
the incomparable honor of receiving the Nobel Prize
in Literature for 1934 from the august hands of His
Majesty the King. | also wish to express my profound
respect and sincere gratitude to the eminent Royal

Swedish Academy for its distinguished judgment, 3

which crowns my long literary career.

For the success of my literary endeavors, | had to go
fo the school of life. That school, although useless to

he learned. This faith resides in
the simplicity of my basic nature. | felt the need to
believe in the appearance of life without the slightest
reserve or doubt.

The constant attention and deep sincerity with which
I learned and pondered this lesson revealed humility,
a love and respect for life that were indispensable for
the assimilation of bitter disillusions, painful experi-
ences, frightful wounds, and all the mistakes of inno-
cence that give depth and value to our experiences.
This education of the mind, accomplished at great
cost, allowed me to grow and, at the same time, to
remain myself.

As my true talents developed, they left me complete-
ly incapable of life, as becomes a true artist, capable
only of thoughts and feelings; of thoughts because |
felt, and of feelings because [ thought. In fact, under
the illusion of creating myself, | created only what |
felt and was able to believe. | feel immense grati-
tude, joy, and pride at the thought that this creation
has been considered worthy of the distinguished
award you have bestowed on me.

I would gladly believe that this Prize was given not
so much to the virtuosity of a writer, which is always
negligible, but to the human sincerity of my work.

Marianne is Co-Chair of the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Board of Commissioners and Past President of the John Michael Marino
Lodge #1389 in Port Washington. She serves as Grand Deputy to the Uguaglianza/NE Bronx Lodge #83 and Santa Maria Lodge

#2387 in the Bronx.

Poesia

Robert Savino is the
Past President of the,
Constantino Brumidi
Lodge #2211
and Suffolk County Poet
Laureate 2015-2017

Once Upon an Italian Family

The first grandchild born

learned to say mamma and papa,
suck the nipple of a warm bottle,
fight off spoonsful of Gerber’s.

Soon the first Sunday family dinner

would become a colorful home video:
scooping a pile of spaghetti with his hands
into a face full of homemade sauce.

As a grandfather, stirring meat into the pot
with the strong handle of a wooden spoon,

| watched the young turn the age of transition,
soon to enable a pathway to substitution.

Fast food, dining out, sushi bars, diet plans,
pinching noodles with chopsticks,

replacing the meatball with an eggroll

while the voices of our ancestors fade away.

In our home the strong-handled wooden spoon
still stirs the sauce every Sunday and struggles
to save the recipe of unmeasured love.

C'era una famiglia italiana

Il primo nipotino nato

impard a dire mamma e papa,

a succhiare la tettarella di un biberon caldo,
a respingere cucchiaiate di omogenizzato.

Ben presto la prima cena domenicale in famiglia

sarebbe diventata un colorato video familiare:

lui che cosparge un mucchio di spaghetti con le sue mani
in una faccia piena di sugo casalingo.

Da nonno, rimestando la carne nella pentola

con il manico forte di un cucchiaio di legno,

guardavo i giovani compiere presto l'eta della transizione,
che consentiva loro un percorso di sostituzione.

Fast food, cene fuori casa, sushi bar, piani dietetici,
pizzicando gli spaghetti di riso con le bacchette,
sostituendo la polpetta con un involtino primavera
mentre le voci dei nostri antenati si affievoliscono.

A casa nostra. il cucchiaio di legno dal manico robusto
mescola ancora la salsa ogni domenica e si sforza
di custodire la ricetta dell'amore smisurato

Translated by Fiziane. Fhemas Dessena
Author, Editor, Journalist
Winner of the OSDIA Literary Award (2019)

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - November 20th was a highly anticipated initiation ceremo-
ny evening for the Lodge, as officers and members welcomed eleven new members. Appearing
= in the photo are Rosanna Altamura-Carta, Derek Caruso, Lou Miscioscia, Vincent Miscioscia,
- Michelina Scotto, Maureen Scotto-Ferrante, Frances Simeti, Kate Symons, Massimo Tatta,
Franca Vani, and Frances Zino. The new members are sponsored by Antonietta Ardovini,
Rosemarie Miscioscia, Jerry Montemarano, Pina Ramo, Fran Rinaldi, Jennifer Scotto-Robinson,
- John Tatta. Also pictured is Lodge Membership Chair Marianne Bortone Prince and Lodge
A President Anthony Cavallaro (back row second on the left).
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OSDIA INSIGHTS

ON BEING ITALIAN

by Patrica Rispoli Edick

| ask you, “What does embracing our Italian heritage mean to you.” Being an Italian American
may be very different depending on your history. For those who are first generation Italian
Americans or emigrated to America as children or adults, the answer to this question may be
different from someone like me who is a second-generation ltalian American. My
Grandparents journeyed here looking for a brighter future, ‘in the land of milk and honey...
where the streets were paved in gold'. Their experiences in The USA were far from what they
envisioned. Some landed in Massachusetts and worked as rope makers. Others landed in
New York and applied their skills as tailors and upholsterers. The legend of ‘streets of gold’,
became a life of unpaved streets, job discrimination, and hard work that had very little financial
reward. They created their own American dream. They persevered and saved their pennies
to buy property, homes, cars and an education for their children.

Because of the ridicule and discrimination my parents experienced in school where they were
labeled ‘dumb’ due to some difficulty with English, and then being denied work because
Italians were considered dirty and ignorant, my siblings and | were told to reply to the question
of our ancestry, “I'm American”. English was the language used in our home, with ltalian
spoken only in private conversations between our parents. Visits to our relatives, where Italian
was spoken, sounded like a bunch of noise. My sisters and | played games with our cousins
while the adults conversed in another area and we communicated in English. Our Brother was
a late arrival to the Family and by then we had settled in Queens, a distance away from the
Aunts and Cousins who resided in Brooklyn, and Staten Island so he had even less exposure
to the Italian Language. Our home life did include ltalian customs especially during the
Holidays and most certainly in our delicious home cooked meals. Mom was too good a cook
for Dad to agree to eat out except on very special occasions such as Communions and
Graduations.

One thing in School that uplifted my spirits was learning about Christopher Columbus. We
were taught that he was a brave and intelligent Italian explorer who discovered America. What
could be greater than hearing that to this Italian American girl growing up in an Irish American
Neighborhood. Today, there are factions who are on a mission to destroy that history. Statues
are being torn down; school calendars are eliminating Columbus Day and stories are
circulated with false information that depict Columbus as a villain and slave owner.

The Order Sons and Daughter of Italy in America and The Commission for Social Justice
diligently work to nullify the work of these factions and negate the lies they spread. Two
examples are: A NY State Lodge rescued a Columbus Statue that was vandalized and
discarded, plus two Long Island Lodges are restoring an existing Statue that had shown
severe signs of deterioration. | am proud to be a CSJ Liaison for the Giovanni Caboto Lodge
#2372 and support the many efforts of OSDIA and CSJ to preserve and promote a positive
image of our Italian American Culture. Please go to Lodge meetings and do what you can to
support NYSOSDIA and help to stop the efforts to destroy the things that make us who we
are. Thank you for reading this.

Patricia Rispoli Edick, Chair of The Celebrated Authors of NYSOSDIA, Past President of The Giovanni
Caboto Lodge #2372, Deputy to Marco Polo Lodge #2214, NYS Commissioner of Arbitration, and Author of,
Willie The Dog asks “What Am 1?”

No One To Cover the Fig Tree

Editor’s Note: Vito Catania, State Trustee, asked to
possibly use this article last summer. With planting
season coming, | figured this is an opportune time to
publish. Many of you have probalby read this online
or somewhere else before, others not, however it is
a good read, so | am adding it to this issue - enjoy!

| am sure for most second generation lItalian
American children who grew up in the 40's and
50's there was a definite distinction between us
and them. We were ltalians, they were everybody
else, the Irish, the Germans, the Poles, they, were
Americans.

| was well into my adulthood before | realized |
was an American. | had been born American and
| lived here all my life but American people ate
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches on mushy
white bread.

| had no animosity towards them, it's just | thought
ours was a better way with our bread man, egg
man, javelle man, vegetable man, the Chicken
man, to name a few of the peddlers who came to
our neighborhoods. We knew them, they knew us.

Americans went to the A & P. It amazed me that
some friends and classmates on Thanksgiving
and Christmas ate only turkey and stuffing, pota-
toes and cranberry sauce. We had turkey, but
after antipasto, soup, lasagna, meatballs and
salad. In case someone came in who didn't like
turkey we also had roast beef. Soon after we were
eating fruits, nuts, pastries and homemade cook-
ies sprinkled with little colored things. This is
where you learned to eat a seven-course meal
between noon and four PM, how to handle hot
chestnuts and put peaches in wine.

Italians live a romance with food. Sundays we
would wake up to the smell of garlic and onions
frying in olive oil. We always had macaroni and
gravy. Sunday would not be Sunday without going
to Mass.

Of course you could not eat before Mass because
you had to fast before receiving communion. We
knew when we got home we'd find meatballs fry-
ing and nothing tasted better than newly cooked
meatballs with crisp bread dipped into a pot of hot
gravy.

Another difference between them and us was we
had gardens. Not just with flowers, but with toma-
toes, peppers, basil, lettuce and "cucuzza".

Everybody had a grapevine and fig tree. In the fall
we drank homemade wine arguing over who
made the best. Those gardens thrived because
we had something our American friends didn't
seem to have. We had grandparents. It's not that
they didn't have grandparents. It's just that they
didn't live in the same house or street. We ate with
our grandparents and God forbid we didn't visit
them 5 times a week. | can still remember my
grandmother telling us how she came to America
when she was young on the "boat". I'll never forget
the holidays when the relatives would gather at
my grandparent's house, the women in the
kitchen, the men in the living room, the kids every-
where. | must have a hundred cousins. My grand-
father sat in the middle of it all smoking his Di
Nobili cigar so proud of his family and how well
they have done.

When my grandparents died, things began to
change. Family gatherings were fewer and some-
thing seem to be missing. Although we did get
together usually at my mother’s house, | always
had the feeling that Nana and Papa were there.

It is understandable things change. We all have
families of our own and grandchildren of our own.
Today we visit once in a while or meet at wakes
and weddings. Other things have also changed.
The old house my grandparents bought is now
covered with aluminum siding. A green lawn cov-
ers the soil that grew the tomatoes.

There was no one to cover the fig tree, so it died.

The holidays have changed. We still make family
“rounds" but somehow things have become more
formal. The great quantities of food we consumed,
without any ill effects, is not good for us anymore.
Too much starch, too much cholesterol, too many
calories in the pastries.

The difference between "us" and "them" isn't so
easily defined anymore and | guess that's good.
My grandparents were ltalian/Italians, my parents
were ltalian Americans. I'm an American now and
proud of it, just as my grandparents would want
me to be. We are all Americans now ... the Irish,
Germans, Poles, all US citizens.

But somehow | still feel a little bit Italian. Call it cul-
ture, call it roots ... I'm not sure what it is. All | do
know is that my children, my nieces and nephews,
have been cheated out of a wonderful piece of our
heritage ... they never knew my grandparents.

Author Unknown...

' L {With Michele Sewitch

& Welcome back ©

| was trying to think of something to have for
dinner tonight when | told a co-worker that |
had chicken breasts out. She said Tuscan
Chicken! So here itis, you can try it with me!

1 small yellow onion - Diced

3 cloves garlic - Minced

1/2 cup drained oil-packed sun-dried tomatoes (2 1/2 ounces)

1 ounce Parmesan cheese (1/2 cup firmly packed freshly grated or
1/3 cup store-bought grated)

2 large boneless, skinless chicken breasts (1 1/2 to 2 pounds total)
1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt, divided

1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

2 to 3 tablespoons olive oil, divided

2 teaspoons dried ltalian seasoning

5 ounces baby spinach (about 5 packed cups)

1 1/4 cups heavy cream

Heat 1 tablespoon of the olive oil in a large skillet over medium-high
heat until shimmering. Add chicken in a single layer and sear until
browned, 3 to 5 minutes per side. Transfer to a large plate (the chick-
en will not be cooked through).

Reduce the heat to medium. Add the remaining 1 tablespoon olive
oil, if needed, and heat until shimmering. Add the onion and cook,
stirring occasionally until softened, 2 to 3 minutes. Add the garlic,
sun-dried tomatoes, and 2 teaspoons of dried ltalian seasoning.

Cook until fragrant, 30 seconds to 1 minute. Add 5 ounces baby
spinach a handful at a time. Cook, stirring regularly, until just wilted,
1 to 2 minutes.

Add the Parmesan, 1 1/4 cups heavy cream, and the remaining 1/2
teaspoon kosher salt. Bring to a simmer, scraping up any browned
bits from the bottom of the pan with a wooden spoon. Reduce the
heat to maintain a gentle simmer. Return the chicken and any accu-
mulated juices on the plate to the pan and cook until the chicken is
cooked through.

Serve with Pasta, Rice, Couscous, Oven Roasted Potatoes, and
Garlic Bread.

Buon Appetito

Michele Sewitch is Past President of Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 in
Hicksville.
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FINDING HOME

By Tammy Nuzzo-Morgan

INTRODUCTION:

Tammy Nuzzo- Morgan is a member of The Celebrated Authors of NYSOSDIA.
This is the story of her journey to become a member of OSDIA and The Celebrated
Authors. Introduction By:

Patricia Rispoli Edick, Chairperson

round twelve years ago | was driving past a house and noticed a portrait
leaning against a trash can in the rain. | recognized Saint Francis Xavier
Cabrini. | knew of her while growing up, as | am an ltalian American

Catholic.

| knocked at the door. A middle-aged woman answered. | asked if | might take
the portrait, and she replied, “Sure. It belonged to my mother who recently passed away.”
| removed the wet frame and glass as gingerly as possible hoping to avoid further dam-
age. I noticed the lengthwise crack on the portrait, and the large chips falling off the edges.
The portrait is approximately 24" x 20",

This portrait was taken of the Venerable Mother Francis Xavier Cabrini in 1905
at the inauguration of the Columbus Hospital in Chicago. | did not know the full extent of
Saint Cabrini’s contributions to the poor Italian immigrant families in America. | had not
known of the miraculous acts she performed that initiated the process by which the
Venerable Mother Francis Xavier Cabrini would
eventually become Saint Francis Xavier Cabrini on
July 7th, 1946. | put the portrait in my attic.

| recently edited an anthology, in which
Patricia Rispoli Edick’s poems were included. Soon
| after the anthology was published Patricia men-
tioned a writer's group, The Celebrated Authors of
NYSOSDIA. She informed me that | would first need
to be a member of the Order Sons and Daughters of
ltaly in America (OSDIA). | had thought of joining
OSDIA in the past, and now | had the motivation not
to procrastinate any longer.

| chose the Dr. Calabro Lodge #3011. |

| called the president of the lodge, Lenny Saburro. We

d discussed my possible membership. | mentioned the

portrait and said | would like to donate it to the lodge.

| said she needed restoration. | said | would like to pay for the restoration as an additional
gift to the lodge.

On the evening of September 10th, 2024, | was initiated into the Dr. Calabro
Lodge. | had brought the portrait with me that night. | was pleased that the members were
able to view and take photos. On September 18th, | shipped the portrait to OLD WORLD
RESTORATIONS in Cincinnati, Ohio. The portrait restoration has been completed, and an
unveiling will take place at the January 14th, 2025, meeting of our Dr. Calabro Lodge
#3011. She will be unveiled for the Plenary at the Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 locat-
ed in Deer Park on January 25th, 2025.

| am honored to have played a part in bringing Saint Francis Xavier Cabrini to her
new home; the Dr. Calabro Lodge. May she forever hold her rightful place of glory in the
loving arms of the members of #3011 and all those that visit.

Most Respectfully,
Dr. Tammy Nuzzo-Morgan
Member of OSDIA - Dr. Calabro Lodge #3011

Fancy meeting you .. in Venice

by Mike Cutillo

GRAND LoODGE OF NEW YORK
-»50TH ANNUAL BOWLING TOURNAMENT

g
DATE: April 27, 2025
AMF Garden City Lanes, 987 Stewart Ave., Garden City, NY 11530
TIME: 12noon Arrival / 12:30 Start of Bowling
FEE: $40.00 per bowler for two hours of bowling plus snack and pizza

at the Bowling Alley. To ensure reservations, your entire fee and completed form
must be received by April 21, 2025.
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| am big on coincidental or serendipitous moments and
events that have made me go “Huh?” So big, in fact, that in
my home office | even keep a list of them handy so that when
the next something incredible happens | can scribble it down
while it's still fresh.

Things like being buddies with a guy for 10 years before we
learned we were cousins ... and being served by a bartender
in Albany who was the brother of my sister’s best friend’s hus-
band ... and meeting a man from Rochester at an Auburn
restaurant whose grandparents were from the same small
town in Sicily that one of my wife’s grandfathers was from.

Things like that.

What in the world | will ever do with that list — which continues to grow, by the way — |
don't have the slightest idea, but | like to rank the items in the order of how stunning or
unusual they were. And the latest one may just wind up toward the top of those rankings.

| have organized a number of group trips to Italy — 11 actually in 22 years. The latest one
this past fall took us into the northeast of the country, and we were enjoying a day in the
famous City of Canals. People say the word “unique” — as in unlike anything else — gets
overused, but there’s no argument about the fact that the word works to describe Venice,
a city of 118 islands built on approximately 7.9 million to 15.8 million wooden pilings and
connected by 400 bridges and canals.

Our group had visited the separate island of Murano and its world-renowned glassworks,
taken a walking tour of some of Venice’s backstreet neighborhoods, been serenaded on
gondola rides, and spent some time in and around Piazza San Marco, the city’s main
square. Now we were gathering at the shuttle boat area to catch a ride back to the main-
land.

When suddenly | heard a woman’s voice. “Mike! Mike!”

| turned toward the voice, thinking it was going to be someone from our group. It wasn't.
It was Giovanna, a young lady who had been our tour guide on a previous trip — 2011 on
the Amalfi Coast. Yes, 13 years previous!

She had no idea that | had brought another group to Italy. | knew that she was still a tour
guide, but | had no idea that she was bringing a group to Venice that day. She had tears
in her eyes as we embraced, overcome by this totally unexpected, serendipitous moment.

We didn’'t have time to catch up or even taken any photos as my group was already on its
boat, and her group was gathering to get on another, but she said, “I can’t believe you are
in Venice!”

One thing about these trips that even the folks who have come on them with me learn is
that the guides are very special people, and Giovanna was one of the most special. She
was a few weeks from getting married back in 2011, and our group was so smitten by her
that we chipped in and bought her a wedding gift — a beautiful handblown glass vase —
that we gave to her at our farewell dinner.

| usually have a special bond with these guides because | work so closely with them, and
I make it a point to keep in touch with all the drivers and guides we've had over the years,
primarily on holidays. Last Christmas, Giovanna sent me photos of her and her family —
which has grown, 13 years later, to include two beautiful little girls — from ... of all places
... DisneyWorld!

The thing that floors me about meeting her that day was that this wasn’t the grocery store,
where you often run into people you know, or even a show or a game, where you might
see a familiar face. It was Venice, Italy — 4,184 miles away from Geneva, N.Y. (according
to Google).

And like so many of these coincidental meetings over the years, it boggles my mind to
think about all the factors that had to be in place for us to have it at all — we both needed
to be there that day at that time (a day before or a day later for either of us, or even 15
minutes earlier or later, and it wouldn’t have happened); we both needed to recognize one
another; we both needed to catch a boat.

She asked if we might be able to meet up again in the next few days, but my trip was going
one way and hers another. We did vow to keep in touch as we have over the years and
we said maybe we would bump into each other again sometime ... somewhere.

Maybe in Venice again.

Mike Cutillo is a proud three-time Past President of Geneva Lodge #2397. You can contact him at
mcutillo1@rochester.rr.com . Look for his book “George Washing Machine, Portables and Submarine Races:
My ltalian-American Life” on Amazon.com for more stories like this. Mike is a past Grand Lodge Literary Award
recipient (2023) and a member of the Celebrated Authors of NYSOSDIA committee.
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District 1
2211
Mary Batura
Michael Delligatti
Toni Delligatti
Donna R. Pesa
James D'Acunti
Jacqueline Belfiore
Heidi Kister

2319
Robert Alario
Kelly Barbano-Bodami
Louise Bruno
Charles Herbe
Rosalie H. Herbe
Senator Mario R. Mattera
Marisa Meringolo
Florence Pepe
Scott Stueber

2442
Renzo Corrocher

3436
Ashley Balestrieri

District 2
1016
Christina Abbondandolo
Luciana Balsamo
Angelo Caruso
Antonina Spallino Ford
Mary Guastella
Pina Pugliese
Jane Romano
Rita Conforti-Spence
Anthony Celifarco
Rosanna SA
Yolanda Leon

1389
Derek Caruso
Rosanna Altamura-Carta
Lou Miscioscia
Vincent Miscioscia
Maureen Scotto-Ferrante
Michelina Scotto
Frances Simeti
Nursel Sabaz Wallace
Kate Symons
Massimo Tatta
Franca Vani
Frances Zino
Andrea Napolitano-Caputi
Mauro Caputi
Terrence Ferrante
Lois Nardillo
Danielle Riggio

2143
Anthony Rutigliano
Mario Polisi
Gary Lambdin
Anthony Baccarella
Benedetto Meola
Ron Gandolfo
Anthony Marasulo
Jimmy Caracciolo

2163A
Stephanie Lonardo (Manfredi)

2206
Christine Liu
Dayna Sotirhos
Annette Diaz

2214
Cathy Crecco

Anthony Micalizzi
Debora Micalizzi
Mary Sloman
Barbara LaCorte
Gina Gillespie
Annette Masci
Barbara Athanasio
Rocco Athanasio
Adrienne Falco
Giovanna Raspanti
Stephanie Rossi
Joseph Acquaviva

2372
Gregory Ciuffi, Jr.

2245
Sharon Fressle
Jodie Marinello

Louisa Pironi
Carmela Schipani
Julie Tomeo
Lora Vita

2385
Angela Santora

District 3
83
Michael C. Troiano
Natia Troiano

2344
Ann Marie Cangelosi
Giovanna lannelli
Rosaria lannelli
Giuseppina Lombardo

District 4
213
Jessica Amato
Jeanine Bona
John P. Bona
Simona Ferrito
Rosa Fierro
Roberto Mele
Gerard Pizzo
Roberto Rosamilia
Antonino Siino
Dale (Ferraro) Wilker

2583
Michael Rinaldi
Ronald Marino

Olimpia Marcoccia
Denise Lucia
Karen Gresia

Dawn Giangregorio

Lisa Flamio
Lori DiSanto
Michelle Chiodi
Angela Cascione
Lisa Cartolano
Sarah Campise
Wilma Banda
Mary Mazza
Doris Bernabo
Jeffrey Nicholson
Joanne Vecere
Roseanne Valvano
Matilda Spinelli
Christine Schachinger
Annette Scalisi
Mary Salanitro
Patricia Rullo

District 5
2176
Robert Petrone
Jason Previte

Patrick Loftus
Gabriel DiRenzo
Gerard Damiani
Joseph Stefania
Robert Germano

Vito D’Alessandro
Salvatore Romeo
Anthony Verdicchio

Mark Loblanco
Philip Demersky
Robert Magrino

Richard Lee

Warren Wicks

Vito Russo

Anthony Pizzi

Kenneth Lee
Jeff Keeperman

Scott Essman

2212
John Anthony Costa
Michelangelo Graziano
Joseph A. Mellia

District 6
215
Nancy Baker
Michael Baker

321
Jessie Acameron
Antonio Dente
Maria Delmanaco
Melanie DeCesare
Bruce DeCesare
Patrick Hickey
Wayne Slingerland
Raymond Slingerland
Anna Maria Perez
Frank Marino
Edward Pietro
Cassandra Bubb

659
Angela Guzzi
Tina Guzzi
James Guzzi
Gina Armstrong
James Armstrong
Michael DeLucia
Lisa Ruggieri
Antonio Merante
Jill Turner
Morgan Turner
Joseph Conte

District 7
443
Douglas Malarkey
Robert K. Moulton
Ryan Quick
Michael Restuccia

1047
Nicholas Delia
Lilliana lacampo
Teresa Mangine
Fred Mangine

1666
Jeannette Tripicco

1916
Jennifer Lesko
Elyse Papa

District 8
2397
Barb Middlebrook
Victor Nelson

Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - initi-
ated new members at their
December membership meeting.
President Marisa Gambino along
with officers and members
extended a warm welcome to the
new members.

Pictured from left to right are 1st
Vice President Mark Galluccio,
new members Rosanna Sa,
Yolanda Leon, and Anthony
Celifarco, and President Marisa
Gambino.

Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436 - initiated a new member, Ashléy Balestrieri, at our December General
Meeting. I-r NYS are: 1st VP Arthur Spera, Past President, Michele Sescila, District Deputy Tony Izzo, Ashley
Balestrieri, District | State Trustee Anthony Rotoli, VP Michael LaMonica, Past President Joanne Spera.

A

IN AMERICA

The Romanesue Lodge #2198 in Rockland County is proud_fo share that we initiated 8 ew members

at our January 23rd meeting. Pictured I-r: Nellie Fortunato, Diane Frascone, Sandra Masiello, Susan Newman,
Louisa Kinsley, Michele Hanebuth, Carmen Quintas, Patrice Georgiou.

N s
The Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - initiated three New Members and welcomed in three Transfers at
their January General Membership Meeting. Pictured: Membership Committee Member Carol Nani, New
Members: John D'Acunti, Heidi Kister and Jacqueline Belfiore, Lodge President Sabrina Savino, Transfers:
Nancy Martins, Joe Martins and Mark Sarro and Membership Committee Member Janet Dickert.
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Four members were initiated at the Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 November General Membership
Meeting. Pictured seated are new members Michael Delligatti, Toni Delligatti, Mary Batura and Donna Pesa
(not pictured).Standing is OSDIA National 1st VP Thom Lupo, Membership Chair Lucille Romanello, District
Deputy Mary Ann DeCostanzo and District | Trustee Tony Rotoli.

= R T ProTiiae | TS - P
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John Michael Maririg{o:igé #1389 -FDecember initiation Ceremony welcomed five new members who were
warmly greeted by the Officers and Members of the Lodge. Appearing in the photo are Andrea Caputi, Mauro
Caputi, Terrance Ferrante, Lois Nardillo, and Danielle Riggio. Also pictured are sponsors Maria Cavallaro,
Linda Palazzotto, and Maureen Scott-Ferrante. Lodge Membership Chair Marianne Bortone Prince and
Lodge President Anthony Cavallaro (pictured back row center) appear along with District Il State Trustee
Anthony Conetta (3rd on the right) who acted as Herald.

Also (see below), in January, JMM started the new year off on a positive note when officers and members wel-
comed new member Nursel Sabaz Wallace. Standing center in the photo are Nursel, (I-r) Grand Lodge
Deputy Frank Sammartano, State Trustee Anthony Conetta, Lodge President Anthony Cavallaro, sponsor
Maria Cavallaro, and Membership Chair Marianne Bortone Prince.

. &
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Uguaglianza/NE Bronx Lodge #83 - in November the Lodge was delighted and privileged to welcome and
initiate Mr. & Mrs. Michael Troiano to the ranks of the oldest sustaining Lodge in the Grand Lodge of New York
(third oldest in the nation). Pictured I-r are Lodge Vice President Rich Ardisson, Lodge Immediate Past
President Linda Cerbone, Grand Lodge Deputy Marianne Bortone Prince, Natia Troiano, Michael Troiano, and
Lodge President Lorraine C. Corsa, ESQ.

Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - initiation in November 2024 With NYS Deputy Joanie Rondinelli acting as Herald,
four new Sisters were initiated into our Lodge. Ltor: NYS Deputy and Lodge Sister Joanie Rondinelli, Anne
Marie Cangelosi, Rosaria lonelli, Giovanna lonelli, Giuseppina Lombardo and Lodge President Rosemarie
Baffo Stathes.

PAT SCIDA WILL BE BACK NEXT ISSUE WITH ONE OF HIS INSIGHTFUL ARTICLES.

DONT FORGET

Sunday, March 9, 2025 - Daylight Saving Time Starts;
at 2 am clocks are turned forward 1 hour to 3 am;
There will be more light in the evening and less light
in the morning.

March Madness - continued from page 19

Mar. 26 - Capt. Kathy Mazza Lodge #2163A - Installation of Officers Ceremony at Bethpage Community Center,
103 Grumman Road, West Bethpage at 7:30pm. Contact: Chris DeLosh @ 516-382-8464.

Mar. 26 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 - Installation of Officers Ceremony at Marconi Lodge Hall, 333 Moffitt,
Boulevard, Islip at 6:30pm. Dinner served at 6:30pm and Installation to follow at 7:30pm. Contact: Robert Barbera
@ 631-560-9920. (New President)

Mar. 27 - Luigi Pirandello Lodge #2875 - Installation of Officers Ceremony at Holy Family Church Mahoney Hall,
175-20 74th Avenue, Fresh Meadows at 7:30pm. Contact: Stella Grillo @ 347-204-8006. (New President)

Mar. 31 - Rocky Marciano Lodge #2226 - Installation of Officers Ceremony at the Rocky Marciano Lodge Hall,
3015 Long Beach Road, Oceanside, 7:30pm. Contact: Scott Frankel @ 516-668-2475. (New President)

Apr. 2 - Duca Degli Abruzzi Lodge #443 - Installation of Officers Ceremony at the Lodge Hall, 126 Odell Avenue,
Endicott at 7pm. Contact: Matthew Coletta @ 607-341-2651.

Congratulations and Best of Luck to All!!!




UPCOMING STATE/NATIONAL & LocAL LODGE EVENTS

2025

STATE & NATIONAL
EVENTS

Mar. 9 - NYOSDIA CSJ 42nd Anniversary Luncheon to
be held at Verdi’s of Westbury, honoring Andre’
DiMino, Vincent Marmorale, and the Native American
Guardian Association, 11-3:00pm, $80pp. Contact:
Eleanor Jobbagy @ 516-551-3125.

Apr. 1 - NYOSDIA Grand Lodge Foundation Annual
Cooley’s Anemia Dine Around at Verdi’s of Westury,
6:30pm, $55pp. Contact: Anna Magliato @ 347-306-
9558 or Mildred Mancusi @ 516-359-1745.

Apr. 26 - NYOSDIA Spring Plenary Session hosted by
the America Lodge #2245 at St. Catherine of Sienna
Church, 33 New Hyde Park Road, Franklin Square.
Breakfast 8:30am, Lunch 12pm. Contact: Eileen Stavis
or Carol DiTrapani @ 516-785-4623.

Apr. 27 - NYOSDIA Bowling Tournament at AMF
Garden City, $40pp.
Contact: Al DeBlasio @ 516-759-1562, Matt Farino -
516-606-3858 or Frank Franchi - 631-855-6446.

Garden City Lanes, 12pm,

May 17 - NYOSDIA Annual Walk-for-a Cure
Walkathon to be held at Marjorie Post Park, 451
Unqua Road, Area B, Massapequa. Registration at
9am. Contact: Eleanor Jobbagy @ 516-551-3125 or
Ernest Magliato @ 347-992-0637.

June 26-29 - NYOSDIA 117th Annual State Convention
to be held at the Crowne Plaza Albany-The Desmond
Hotel, 660 Albany Shaker Road, Albany, New York.
Further details to follow. Contact: Ernest Magliato @
347-992-0637.

Aug. 25 - NYOSDIA Annual State Golf Outing at the
Town of Oyster Bay Golf Course with Dinner to follow
at The Mansion at Oyster Bay. Further details to follow.
Contact: Luigi Squillante @ 516-456-2541.

LOCAL LODGE EVENTS
2025

Mar. 1 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Carnevale Party at
Glen Cove Lodge Hall, Glen Cove, 7pm, $35pp. Contact:
Luigi Saviano @ 516-526-1294.

Mar. 4 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Mardi Gras
Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, 7pm, $35pp.
Contact: John Spiezio @ 631-206-1123.

Mar. 16 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Saints
Joseph & Patrick D/D at the Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer
Park, 2-6pm, $35pp. Contact: Ann Arrigali @ 631-243-
0104.

Mar. 16 - Progresso Lodge #1047 - St. Joseph’s Day D/D
& Installation of Officers at Bella Domani, N. Syracuse,
5:30pm, $45pp. Contact: Carmine Federico @ 315-457-
5010.

Mar. 16 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - St. Joseph’s Day
Celebration at Glen Cove Lodge Hall, Glen Cove.
Contact: Larraine Tassis @ 516-776-0772.

Mar. 28 - Cellini Lodge #2206 - 57th Anniversary D/D
saluting Italian Language Educators & Cellini Member
Anthony Milazzo at Westbury Manor, Westbury, 7pm,
$125pp. Contact: Vincent Illuzzi @ 917-922-8045.

Mar. 27 - Dr. Calabro Lodge #3011 - St. Joseph’s

Celebration at Mastic Beach Property Owners
Association, Mastic Beach, 6:30-10pm, $35pp. Contact:

Lenny Saburro @ 631-392-8747.

Mar. 29 - A.P. Giannini Lodge #2859 - Tricky Tray
Fundraiser Luncheon at Gargiulo’s Restaurant, Brooklyn,
12:30pm, $70pp. Contact: Geralyn @ 201-803-5242 or
Anna C. @ 347-357-0917.

Mar. 30 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Bunny
Breakfast at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 9-11am,
Kids 3 & under free, 4-12 $12, 13+ $18. Contact: Karen
Lorito @ 631-943-3622.

Mar. 31 - Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583 Hunter’s
Game Dinner at Enzo’s Restaurant, Mamaroneck.

Contact: Vito Catania @ 914-329-3125.

Apr. 3 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Spring Fling
Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, 7pm, $35pp.
Contact: John Spiezio @ 631-206-1123.

Apr. 6 - Sgt. John Basilone Lodge #2442 Entertainment
Afternoon at the VFW Hall, Sayville at 1pm. Contact:
Luisa Potenza @ 631-589-6634.

Apr. 6 - Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 - An afternoon
with Psychic Phil Jordan at the Sons of Italy Lodge in
Binghamton, 12:30-3:30pm, $50pp. Contact: Charlene
Jones @ 607-770-9187.

Apr. 12 - Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 Brunch featur-
ing Kristen Tinsley Psychic Medium Comedian, Seaford
American Legion, 2301 Penatiquit Avenue, Seaford, 11-
3pm, $60pp. Contact: Janet Galvin @ 516-395-8943.

Apr. 12 - Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 Night at the
Races at the Church of the Resurrection, Smithtown,
Dinner 6-7:30pm, First Race 7:30pm, $35pp. Contact:
Jim Cerullo @ 516-790-5874.

Apr. 24 - Cellini Lodge #2206 - Pasta Night & Charity
Show at Tesoro Ristorante, 967 Old Country Road,
Westbury, featuring Lamar Peters “Icon of Music Show”
at 7pm, $65pp. Contact: Chris Vitucci @ 917-471-0490
or Eric Spinner @ 516-369-5313.

Apr. 25 - Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583 Pocketbook
Bingo/Tombola at Fr. Fata Hall, 125 Wallace Street,
Tuckahoe. Contact: Terri Tomany @ 914-841-3658.

Apr. 27 - H.H. Rogers Cabrini Lodge #1353 100th
Anniversary Celebration at Macaluso’s, Hawthorne, NJ,
12-4pm, $125pp. Contact:
sdpom@optonline.net.

Diane Pomerantz at

May 1 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Oldies But
Goodies Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, 7pm,
$35pp. Contact: John Spiezio @ 631-206-1123.

May 4 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Anniversary Gala at
Leonard’s Palazzo, Great Neck. Contact: Ivonne Ciano
@ 646-202-3563.

May 15 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Designer

Purse Bingo at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, Doors
open 5:30pm, Games at 7pm,
$30pp. Contact: Karen Lorito @ 631-943-3622.

May 18 - Sgt. John Basilone Lodge #2442 Spring Trip
to the Italian American Museum in Little Italy. Bus
departs 9am, $54pp. Payment due April 15. Contact:
Luciano Sabatini @ 631-823-0552 or Mario Mione @
631-662-8047.

June 9 - Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583 Scholarship
Presentation & Reception at East Chester High School.
Contact: Terri Tomany @ 914-841-3658.

July 13 - Progresso Lodge #1047 - Summer Barbeque &
Scholarship Presentation at Bella Domani, N. Syracuse,
1-5pm, $35pp. Contact: Josephine Federico @ 315-457-
5010.

~ Garibaldi-Meucci Museum ~
Special Upcoming Events

Mar. 8 - Garibaldi-Meucci Museum - Ella Schwartz,
Author - Book Presentation “Stolen Silence.” Thirteen
untold stories of scientists and inventors almost written
out of history at the GMM - 2pm. Contact: Carol Berardi
@ 718-442-1608.

Mar. 13 - Garibaldi-Meucci Museum - Pizza, Pasta and
Puccini. Hosted by Lou Barrella, Opera Afficianado at
Osteria Santina, 502 Jewett Avenue, Staten Island -
12pm. Contact: Carol Berardi @ 718-442-1608.

Mar. 22 - Garibaldi-Meucci Museum - Dr. Snjezana
Smodlaka presents a lecture on Women Portraying
Women. Female artists Artimesia Gentileschi - Susana
and the Elders and artist Elisabetta Sirani - Portia
Wounded at the GMM, 2pm. Contact: Carol Berardi @
718-442-1608.

Mar. 29 - Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Anastasia Rubis,
Author, Book Presentation “Oriana”, in participation
GMM  School
Coordinator in a discussion of Oriana Fallaci at the
GMM - 1pm. Contact: Carol Berardi @ 718-442-1608.

with Annmarie Cicero, Program

ol As of 2/19/25

2025

MARCH MADNESS
INSTALLATIONS

Mar. 2 - Cellini Lodge #2206 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the Plattduetsche Park Restaurant, 1132
Hempstead Turnpike, Franklin Square, 9am. Reception
to follow. Contact: Grace Ferrara @ 516-527-5336 or

amazgf@aol.com. (New President)

Mar. 2 - Columbus Lodge #2143 - Installation of
Officers Ceremony at the Royal Palm, 2143 Boundary
Avenue, S. Farmingdale, 12:00pm. Collation to follow.
Contact: Frank Franchi @ 631-855-6646.

Mar. 3 - Sgt. John Basilone Lodge #2442 - Installation
of Officers Ceremony at the Henrietta Acampora
Recreational Center, 39 Montauk Highway, Blue Point,
7:15pm. Dessert & Coffee reception to follow. Contact:
Dorothy Curto @ 631-289-7470. (New President)

Mar. 5 - Le Amiche Lodge #2550 - Installation of
Officers Ceremony at St. Ann’s Church, Yonkers, 7pm.
Cathy Lloyd @ 914-420-6485.

Contact: (New

President)

Mar. 5 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Installation of
Officers Ceremony at Glen Cove Lodge Hall, 69 Glen
Street, Glen Cove. Contact: Marisa Gambino @ 516-
242-3939.

Mar. 6 - Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 -
Installation of Officers Ceremony at the Byzantine
Church Meeting Hall, 38 Mayflower Avenue, Smithtown,
6:30pm. Contact: Geraldine Graham @ 631-265-0205.
(New President)

Mar. 11 - John D. Calandra Lodge #2600 - Installation
of Officers Ceremony at Zuppa Restaurant & Lounge at
59 Main Street, Yonkers, 6:30pm. Contact: Rocco
DeRose @ 914-490-5598 or rocconderose@gmail.com.

Mar. 12 - Perry Como Lodge #2846 - Installation of
Officers Ceremony at St. Philip Neri Parish Center, 15
Prospect Avenue, Northport, 7pm. Contact: Lucille
Marchione @ 516-603-3367. (New President)

Mar. 12 - Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180 -
Installation of Officers Ceremony at the Charles J.
Formont Senior Center, East Rockaway, 7pm. Contact:
Anthony Vasaturo @ 516-455-0859. (New President)

Mar. 13 - Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270 - Installation
of Officers Ceremony at the Eyer Building, 317 Main
Street, East Rochester, 7:00pm. A collation will follow.
Contact: Marjorie Foccazzaro @ 585-749-5346. (New
President)

Mar. 16 - Progresso Lodge #1047 - Installation of
Officers Ceremony at Bella Domani, N. Syracuse. St.
Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance at 5:30pm with Installation
to follow, $45pp. Contact: Carmine Federico @ 315-
457-5010.

Mar. 18 - Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - Installation of
Officers Ceremony at St. Mary’s/Maris Stella Knights of
Columbus Hall, 78 Hempstead Avenue, Lynbrook,
7:00pm. Dinner before the ceremony. Contact:
Rosemarie Stathes @ 516-729-4886. (New President)

Mar. 18 - Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 - Installation
of Officers Ceremony at the Seaford American Legion,
2301 Penatiquit Avenue, Seaford, 7pm. Buffet Dinner
before the ceremony. Contact: Rosemarie DiChiara @
516-458-0097.

Mar. 18 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 -
Installation of Officers Ceremony at Brumidi Lodge Hall,
2075 Deer Park Avenue, Deer Park, Dinner 6:30pm.

Installation Ceremony at 7:30pm. Contact: Bob
Savino @ 631-422-6934. (New President)

Mar. 19 - Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #285 -
Installation of Officers Ceremony at Southbridge
Towers Community Room, 66 Frankfort Street, NYC at
7pm. Contact: Anna Magliato @ 347-306-9558. (New
President)

Mar. 21 - John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 -
the Port

Washington Adult Activities Center at 80 Manorhaven

Installation of Officers Ceremony at

Blvd., Port Washington, 7:30pm. Dinner before the cer-
emony. Contact: Anthony Cavallaro @ 516-244-1782.

Mar. 23 - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 -
Installation of Officers Ceremony at the Gabriele
D’Annunzio Lodge Meeting Hall at 2984 Hamburg
Street, Schenectady, 2pm. Contact: Joseph Battaglia
@ 518-573-6214.

Mar. 25 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Installation of
Officers Ceremony at Antonio Meucci Lodge Building,
279 Maple Avenue, White Plains at 7:30pm. Contact:
Camille Tarone @ 914-772-1768. (New President)

- continued on page 18
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The Golden
Lion
is seeking new adver-
tisers - or former
advertisers to return!
We are asking busi-
nesses to promote
themselves with our
advertising.
Call our office at
1-800-322-6742 for
further information.

Advertise With Us -

Il SANTOL AY

”* §e Super Lawyers, Ten + years

* Martindale Hubbell: Pre-Eminent Lawyers
& 5.0/5.0 Ethics, 10 + years

* Expert Network: Distinguished Lawyer

* The National Trial Lawyers

* New York Times, New York City Metro
Area, Top Attorney

Admitted to practice in NY, NJ & MA

Michael A. Santo, Esq.

CELL: 516.551.5503 EMAIL: AttySANTO@gmail.com

Concentrating in:

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE,
PERSONAL INJURY

NURSING HOME CLAIMS

COMPANIONS

HOME CARE

HOURLY / LIVE IN NYOSDIA
Specialists Grand Lodge

Foundati
UONG/ISUANDSIPREMIER ounaanon

Annual
HE}ME EARE AGEHE‘I" Cooley’s

Don’t Forget

E FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED Anemia 40 years of Experience
Dine-Around Of Counsel to:
lnnBE MEMBER 2143 _ SILBERSTEIN AWAD & MIKLOS, P. C.
April 1 600 Old Country Road, 5th Floor

Garden City NY 11530

GIFT OF SIGHT - $20,000 Donation
(see cover and page 9 insights by the Chairperson)

(_'§ COLDWELL BANKER *
AMERICAN HOMES %

Photo left: Quartet of singers with Wﬂ_ﬁﬂm sanﬁl{ppo

Executive Director Dr. Bemadette M. Fmmesd Rl Bits Sieperen

Kappen (far left), Gift of Sight

Chairperson Mary Naccarato (2nd from M 516.606.3251

left) and NYS IPP Anthony Naccarato . B 516‘5_;26'4600

(far right). Photo below left: this young wsanfilippo(@cbamhomes.com 1897 Wantagh Avenue

man wanted to see what a $20,000 [ williamsanfilippo.cbamhomes.com  Wantagh NY 11793
check looked like. He read every zero.

'.-\. MARK D. GALLUCCIO

- . Agency Owner Y
Q The Franzella & Galluccio Agency
m‘

1007 Glen Cove Ave, Glen Head, NY 11545

T 5‘:5-333—484.3 F: 516-333-5824 Allstate

E: MarkGalluccio@allstate .com You're in good hands.

I can help protect the things that matter most.

&= dh o % =S O B

CANDIDATES
Don’t Forget to Place Your Ads

PLEASE PLACE YOUR INFORMATION/

QUALIFICATION ADS BY MAY 5, 2025

New York State Grand Lodge Foundation, Inc.
Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America

2025 Charitable and State Programs

* 1st Prize: $20,000
* 2nd Prize: $5,000 *

CONVENTION RATE ADS ARE:
1/4 PAGE - $100.00
1/2 PAGE - $180.00
FULL PAGE - $350.00

Checks made payable to: The Golden Lion and mailed * 3rd Pr!zes: 2 @$2,000 each *
to the Grand Lodge Office, Attention Anita Rosato, * 4th Prizes: 3 @ $1,000 each »
2101 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY 11710 or call e : ® *
Anita at (631) 271-1272 or Grand Lodge Office at Sth Prizes: 5 @ $500 each
: (5 16) 785_4623 Questions on formatting, contact f.]r'uu'}i”g will take ;’F‘.“ e at the Grand fl’:{\'l' U_}f _\1“:'_1 ork
i Editor Mark V. at mavleonedoro@gmail.com Bellmore, New York on Saturday, J'm.“’ 28, 2025
Donation $100 per ticket « Winners need not be present « Town of Hempstead Lic. #1073
. iEarlier is better! BB~ st spage i s e

f ¥yl
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