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Ordine Figli d’Italia in America

NEW YORK OSDIA’S ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION 
JUNE 26 - JUNE 29, 2025 

Learn about the Candidates in this issue.

COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE  
CELEBRATES 2025 HONOREES!

Commission for Social Justice  
42nd Annual Anniversary Brunch 

 
On Sunday, March 9, 2025 the New York State 
Commission for Social Justice (CSJ) celebrated 
its 42nd Annual Anniversary at Verdi’s of 
Westbury. National CSJ President Robert 
Ferrito (far left) and New York State Chairman 
John Fratta (far right) congratulate honorees: 
David Finkenbinder - Representative of the Native 
American Guardians Association (NAGA); 
Andre DiMino - One Voice Coalition; Vincent 
Marmorale - CSJ Executive Board Member and 
writer of My Italian Secret. 

The Golden Lion Newspaper and 
OSDIA mourn the passing and 

celebrate the life of: 
 

Rachael (Rae Lanzilotta) - former  
NYS First Lady 

 and contributing writer 
 

Sal Moschella - Golden Lion  
Editor Emeritus  

and contributing writer
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ARE YOU CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
PLEASE NOTIFY THE GOLDEN LION 

 
This will assure that you will receive your copy of the Golden 
Lion on time at your new address, and the NY Grand Lodge 
will save the 75 cents charged by the United States Postal 
Service for each returned newspaper.  Please notify us of a 
change of address as soon as possible. 
 
Email or send letter or postcard to the Grand Lodge office 
(see below). Include the following: name, lodge #, complete 
old address and new address otherwise changes cannot be 
processed. 

EMAIL TO: nysosia@aol.com 
MAIL TO:  New York State OSIA Grand Lodge 

Attention:  The Golden Lion 
2101 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY  

11710-5605
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NEW YORK OSIA HALL OF FAME

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE  
JULY 8, 2025 

 
All articles for publication must be typed, double spaced and saved and sent as 
a document file in Arial Narrow 12pt. font.  All photograph captions must be 
typed identifying lodge with full name and number; all persons should be identified.  
Digital photos should be taken in the highest quality setting possible of the 
camera or phone; poor quality photos may NOT be published.  DO NOT copy 
and paste photos in email, rather attach as a file (named if possible).   All articles 
and captions must be received before the deadline date. Unpublished articles 
are not returned.  The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, letters, advertise-
ments, and other material submitted for publication, for its length, clarity, accuracy, 
and for conformity to the ideals of the Order.  For further information please 
contact the Editor by email:  mavleonedoro@gmail.com.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK   

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the New York Grand Lodge: 
 
As I compose my final message to you as State President, may 
I say what an honor and privilege it has been for me and First 
Lady Marisol to have had the opportunity to represent all our 
brothers and sisters of the Grand Lodge of New York over the 
past two years. It is difficult to express in words how appreciative 
we are for the respect and kindness you have shown to both of 
us. I look forward to chairing my final State Convention and wel-
coming our new State President and Executive Board who will 
continue to lead and promote our great Grand Lodge. 
 
This years Annual Cooley’s Anemia Dine Around on April 1st was 

a social and financial success due to the keen leadership of our State Chairperson Anna Magliato, 
Co-Chairperson Mildred Mancusi, and the entire committee. Well over 250 guests enjoyed a deli-
cious buffet provided by more than thirty restaurants. To the brothers and sisters who attended this 
event – please know that each of you have made a difference in the life of our Cooley’s Anemia 
patients. We look forward to donating a considerable amount of money to the Cooley’s Anemia 
Foundation at the National OSDIA Biennial Convention in August of 2025 in Orlando, Florida. 
 
March was the usual month of “March Madness.” I attended as many installations as possible and 
I take this opportunity to thank the Executive Board and Grand Council for sharing the burden of 
travel and covering many of the March Installations on my behalf. It was important that all of the 
lodges have at least one Executive Board member at their installation. 
 
On Saturday, April 26th the America Lodge #2245 graciously hosted the last plenary session of this 
administration. Warmest thanks to President Joseph Armocida and the wonderful men and women 
of the lodge for their gracious hospitality and for working so hard to make our day productive and 
enjoyable. It was a day full of OSDIA business – topped off by the announcement of our major 
OSDIA awards that will be presented at the 2025 State Convention. During the Good and Welfare 
portion of the meeting, all those running for office on the Executive Board announced their inten-

tions, as well as all who will be running for National Delegate at the 2025 State Convention. 
 
Our Annual Walk-A-Thon “Walk for a Cure” held on Saturday, May 17th was an outstanding suc-
cess. This special event raises awareness for our New York Grand Foundation’s Charities: 
Alzheimer’s, Autism, and Cancer Research. Both State Chairperson Eleanor Jobbagy and Co-
Chairperson Ernest Magliato along with their dedicated committee work tirelessly every year to 
prepare for this day, and we are so grateful for their efforts. 
 
So my brothers and sisters, I leave my tenure as your State President with a sense of tremendous 
pride and accomplishment for all we have achieved together these past two years. I thank my 
OSDIA colleagues for their unwavering support and loyalty to this administration. Their combined 
efforts have truly been appreciated and more importantly, helped assure the bright future of the 
Grand Lodge of New York. 
 
In closing my final message, I thank you for the privilege to have served as the 36th State President 
of our beloved Grand Lodge. It has been an honor for me to follow in the footsteps of past great 
leaders of our Order. May each of you enjoy many more years of service to our organization as 
you continue your involvement and commitment to Liberty-Equality and Fraternity. Let us remem-
ber that we work for the good of the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America and the Italian 
American community. I look forward to greeting and meeting with many of you at our June 2025 
State Convention when we can celebrate these past few years.  
 
Both First Lady Marisol and I express our sincerest appreciation for such a wonderful journey. This 
was without a doubt an experience of a lifetime that we will cherish forever! 
 
Fraternally, 
 
 
Biagio J. Isgro, Jr. 
State President 
Grand Lodge of New York

Spring Plenary PhotosNew York State  
Spring Plenary

President Isgro, on Saturday, April 26, 2025 held the 
Spring Plenary hosted by America Lodge #2245. The 
meeting commenced at 9:30 am with the ceremonial 
lighting of the candles.  Some of the highlights were: 
- State may subsidize smaller lodges in order to host 
plenary meeting.  
- with ~800 new members the total Grand Lodge 
members stands at about 6,215. 
- the SIF NELA Gala will be on May 22 with 18 student 
awardees out of ~700 applicants. 
- the National Convention will be in Orlando, Florida. 
August 12-16. 
- the convention is 6/26-6/29, at The Desmond Hotel 
in Albany NY. New President and Executive Board to 
be presented. 
- the Long Island Columbus Day parade will have a 
new venue in Babylon. 
- Convention awards: Bene Emeritus - John Fratta; 
Sellaro - Marianne Bortone Prince and Angelo 
Ferrara; Family of the Year - Reilly Family. 
- motion made to suspend Santa Maria Lodge #2387 
- the Summer Plenary to be hosted by Vigiano Bros. 
Lodge #3436. 
 
The meeting was adjourned approximately 2:20 pm. 

                         - 
Editor 

Rockland Lodge #2176 - “Recently my lodge members took our semi-annual trip to Arthur Avenue in 
the Bronx for lunch and shopping.  Attached is a picture of the New York State President Biago Isgro 
who joined us.  Arthur Avenue is an amazing place that holds the Italian tradition, culture and food.” 
 - Bill Barbera, NYS Trustee. 

  LIBERTY  
EQUALITY 

FRATERNITYAmerica Lodge #2245 team hosting Spring Plenary



REV. ANDREW P. CARROZZA 
NEW YORK OSIA STATE CHAPLAIN
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In Memoriam
FROM YOUR STATE CHAPLAIN 

Check out my blog at www.fathercarrozza.com. 
 

You’ve Been Granted  
an Interview with God 

By Rev. Andrew P. Carrozza 
 
Imagine God were to tell you that he was giving you 
a five-minute interview, and you could ask him or 
say to him whatever you wanted. What would you 
say to him? I’m sure some people would use the 
opportunity to present their laundry list of wants and 
demands to him, kind of like a child on Santa Claus’ 
lap, “give me this, give me that…” Others would 
assuredly decide to take God to task for everything 
he’s not doing right. They would proceed to chastise 
him for all the things he’s doing wrong, for all the 
evils he’s not ending, and telling him all the things 
they think he should be doing if he’s going to be 
just. I know what I would do: I would only ask him 
one question. I would say to him, “Lord, are you 
pleased with me?” I would then allow him to speak. 
I would listen to what he told me he was pleased 
with, and I would (hopefully) accept with humility the 
areas he wanted me to change. But I certainly hope 
I would not waste precious time before God talking 
to him rather than listening to him. To me that 
seems to be one of the biggest problems that we 
often face in our relationship with God: we spend far 
too much time talking to God and not enough time 
listening to him. Samuel, when he heard the voice 
of God said to him “Speak Lord, for your servant is 
listening!” We too often say to God, “Listen Lord, for 
your servant to speaking!” 
 
How much time do we spend listening to the Lord? 
Isn’t it a shame that we go to him talking and talking 
and very seldom listen to him? If a student were 
studying a sport or a musical instrument under a 
master teacher, would he spend all of the time 
telling the teacher how bad he is at his sport or his 
musical instrument? Would he constantly try to tell 

him how he could improve in his art, or would he sit 
and ask the master to teach him what he needs to do 
to be better at that sport or at that musical instru-
ment? So, it needs to be with us and God. Our job is 
not to dictate to the Lord how we think he should be 
running the world, but to turn to him and ask him what 
he wants us to do to make the world a better place, 
and to change my life so that I will be the person he 
has created me to be.  
 
If we really want to know meaning in our lives, we 
need to know God. Lots of times we come across 
people looking to “find themselves.” Whenever I’m 
talking with someone who says they need to find 
themselves, I always tell them “If you wish to find 
yourself, find God!” We need to know why we were 
made and what we’re here for in order to know that 
we’re fulfilling that function, and since we are all here 
because God wants us here, then we can only know 
true peace and contentment when we know what 
God wants us to do with the life he has given us. And 
that often comes not from talking to God but from lis-
tening to God. So, my suggestion to all of us is, if you 
want to know peace, if you want to know content-
ment, if you want to know happiness and have mean-
ing in your life, spend less time talking to God and 
more time listening to God. May our motto never be 
“Listen Lord, for your servant is speaking!” But 
rather “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening!”  

From the Editor’s Desk! 

So, I am on the road while writing this note to you.  My goal with my wife 
is the Grand Canyon and beyond.  However, we are known to digress on 
trips and take excursions that pop up.  The interstate brought us to a sign 
for the Shanksville Memorial of 9/11.  As a WTC attack survivor it was an 
honor to see the heros story remembered.  Although, quite unexpectedly, 
it overwhelmed me with emotion.  Always remembering is important, but 
can be sad too.  

 
Which leads me to Memorial Day which honors our deceased military and our upcoming 
Independence Day as we declared ourselves a separate nation - always remember.  
 
And this further leads to memorializing our close friends and family.  That is why you see 
above my editor’s note, the Golden Lion In Memoriam - always remember.  
 
Furthermore, the Golden Lion lost two of its contributing writers in Sal Moschella and Rae 
Lanzilotta - always remember. 
 
Just as in your lodges, you lose people near and dear (send them to the Grand Lodge office 
so I can put it in the Memoriam section) in my lodge 3 great active members passed: Mike 
Dolan, a military man being buried in Arlington Cemetery, Dawn Giudice a board member 
and lost way too young and Julio Marino, a lawyer and known to have the best version of a 
Pope costume at our Sock Hop/Halloween event - always remember. 
 
Speaking of Pope - we lost Pope Francis right after Easter and to Catholics he is the most 
important leader and revered by others - always remember. 
 
Finally, we have Mother’s Day in May and Father’s Day coming in June; many of us miss 
deceased parents - always remember. 
 
I’ve use this quote before that is by the great Roman Orator, Marcus Tullius Cicero: ““The life 
of the dead is placed on the memories of the living.”  Always remember. 
 
And so the world goes on and good news is we have a new Pope, Leo XIV.  And he is the 
first United States Pope with some Italian roots, albeit from Chicago, not New York, I say to 
you jokingly.  We also had President Trump give a positive statement on Columbus (see CSJ 
p. 7).  And we have a Convention coming up where we will have a new President and Board 
to lead the Order and these will become part of the book of memories that we can ... always 
remember.  
 
 
Sempre Avanti, 
 
 

Mark A. Ventimiglia.  Corrections: January - March: None  
note: please let the Editor know if you see a substantive error in a current issue.

District Lodge Name of Deceased   DOD 
1 Perry Como Lodge #2846 Anthony (Tony) Gallo     2/22/2025 
1 Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Sue Sganga      2/28/2025 
2 John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 John A. Tesi, Jr.      3/20/2025 
2 Columbus Lodge #2143 Salvatore Moschella     4/10/2025 
7 Stella D'Argento #1916 Marlene Gioia       4/9/2025 
2 Cellini Lodge #2206 Dawn Giudice      4/11/2025 
4 Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 Joseph Delfino    10/17/2024 
4 Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 Joseph Zingone     1/12/2025 
4 Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 Eugene Miceli     1/13/2025 
2 John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 James M. Avena      4/13/2025 
2 Cellini Lodge #2206 Julio Marino      4/16/2025 
1 Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Anthony Gentile      4/12/2025 
2 Cpt. Kathy Mazza Lodge #2163A Rose Mazza     4/17/2025 
1 Arturo Toscanini Lodge Stanley Klein     4/20/2025

Habemus Papam! (We Have a Pope!) 
 

The First United States of America Pope  

Pope Leo XIV 
Robert Francis Provost

Pope Leo XIV is head of the Catholic Church and sovereign of the Vatican City State. He was elected on 
May 8 in the 2025 papal conclave as the successor to Pope Francis. Photo: official from Vatican
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NEW YORK OSDIA LODGE NEWS 
REMEMBRANCES OF  

RAE BUFFALINO LANZILOTTA  
by Joseph Sciame, National/State Past President 
 
Good evening one and all, especially as we 
gather here tonight to pay tribute to our 
dear OSDIA Sister, Rae Buffalino 
Lanzilotta, certainly a beloved member of 
the Order.  Rachele as she was known to 
some an buoyant as always in her way of 
life always had a smile for so many of us.  I, 
as with many of you, probably met Rae 
some 50 years ago during the ongoing 
involvement of her dear husband Sal, who 
climbed the chairs to become our State 
President.  Rae was always there with Sal 
as they had been for 70 years since their 
wedding on October 17, 1954.  What a long 
friendship and love affair they had – insep-
arable! 
 
We can only touch upon some of the high-
lights of her life long career as a wife, 
daughter, mother, grandmother and friend 
to all. 
 
While she worked for a good portion of her 
life and retired as a Marketing Manager, 
once she did retire, her life seemed to be 
with the Sons and Daughters of Italy in 
America and what a proud filled person she 
was.   In the Village of Westbury, she was 
honored many a time by public officials 
including the Office of the State 
Comptroller.  A daughter of her Church of 
St. Brigid, Rae Lanzilotta was involved in 
every facet of parish life, including a 
Eucharistic Minister who helped for so 
many years at our state conventions.  All 
knew Rae Lanzilotta! 
 
A charter member of the then Donatello 
Lodge #2559, she and Sal tried their best 
year after year to sustain the lodge and 
when it closed she called and asked if they 
might join the Cellini Lodge #2206, one of 
the three lodges in the Town of North 
Hempstead.  Was there ever a doubt!  
Immediately a check arrived for the dues 

and she and Sal would attend meetings as 
their health allowed. 
 
But my reflections tonight must go back to 
the year when I served as your then State 
President of the Grand Lodge of New York, 
for it was in those years that I saw the cre-
ativity, the ingenuity and the enthusiasm of 
one Rae Lanzilotta.  Never saying NO to 
any idea, but making it work, what with her 
Red Shirt Night in honor of General 
Giuseppe Garibaldi, or the famed Cruise 
with its Captain that she insisted I dress for 
with the captain’s hat.  She never stopped 
with an idea!  She said she was a ham!  
And so from 1992-2007, those conventions 
were memorable with the Rae Lanzilotta 
touch! They have never been repeated! 
 
And how about the LIONOPOLY GAME-
BOARD and her help on that project, 
another life saver for me, never saying no.  
And that led into our work at Hofstra 
University with meeting with officials and 
making for their Italian Day each Spring for 
many years.  Chaired the Cooley’s Anemia 
committee and raised $200,000 in her 
years and so many years assisting with the 
National Convention Hospitality Suites.  A 
Lodge Deputy many times over, honored 
as Family of the Year, Sellaro Awardee and 
on and on.  The recognitions abounded 
always for the Lanzilottas and Sal would be 
there beaming as he should.  
 
And so my sisters and brothers, tonight we 
all say farewell in our own special ways, 
until we meet again with a special lady, a 
FIRST LADY of the Grand Lodge who 
served with her spouse proudly and never 
said NO.  She had my three “E’s” - for she 
was educated, enthusiastic and energized 
in all she did.  To her family all, we know 
you will miss her, but we too shall miss her. 
Our chain may be broken, but we know that 
the chain was ever so strong when she was 
with us.  May she rest in peace!

Brother Sal Moschella 
12/26/1932 - 4/10/2025 

Golden Lion Editor Emeritus 
 
When I joined the Columbus Lodge in 2002 
one of the first members, I met was Sal 
Moschella. He was at that point on the CSJ 
Executive Board as well as in his fifth year 
as the editor of the Golden Lion State 
newspaper. He was very proud of the work 
in the Order that he performed with class 
and skill, as a writer and advocate for our 
heritage and for the good of all his brothers 
and Sisters.  
 
The first convention I attended at the 
Nevele in 2004, he was the Electoral Board 
Chairman and had that position for a long 
time and being of the integrity he had, 
would never tell anybody the results until 
announced at the Convention business 
session after the election was concluded. 
 

These all point to the man and leader he 
was within OSDIA and as a retired Police 
Officer as well as a former Realtor in indus-
try a long time. I will mostly miss his sense 
of humor and wit about many things just as 
his guidance of me when I was a lodge 
President and State Officer following my 
Presidency.  
 
I would ask all to remember his work in our 
Order when you think of him and as well as 
keeping sister Marge and his family in your 
prayers as she was the love of his life.  
 
Well done good and faithful servant and 
may you rest in the peace of God and 
watch over us all as you did here in this life. 
Till we meet again ... God Speed!! 
 
Keith Wilson 
State Orator  
Past President  
Columbus Lodge #2143 

Stella D'Argento Lodge #1916 - Marlene Gioia- recently passed away 
on April 11th. Marlene Gioia (1951-2025) Past President, Past 
Immediate Past President, District Deputy, and Past NYS Trustee. Rest 
in Peace.

Rae with Sal at a Cellini Lodge #2206 Feast. In 2022, after their Donatello Lodge of Westbury disbanded, 
they joined Cellini giving us former First Lady and NYS President.

Rae Sal

The two written pieces by Joseph 
Sciame and Keith Wilson about Rae 
Lanzilotta and Sal Moschella, respec-
tively are a testament to the fraternity 
of the Order.  I want to thank them for 
being able to give their perspective on 
how wonderful these 2 people were 
and their being exemplary supporters 
of the Order. 
 
I need to say a few words because I 
was so proud to have both of them as 
contributing writers since I became 
the Editor back in 2019.  They were 
already part of the team when I came in, and Rae wrote the ‘The Regions of Our Roots’ series as 
many of you may remember.  She felt awful when it became more difficult for her to complete 
newer articles, but I would help her along.  I also enjoyed Rae and her husband Sal (Past NYS 
President) when they joined my lodge, and since I also live in Westbury would chat with Rae and 
Sal when I was at the 10am Mass at St. Brigid.  They were a great couple and easy to befriend.   
 
While I did not see Sal that often, I did speak with him often when I began as editor.  After having 
it transfer from Nancy DiFiore Quinn to me; she got me started, but had to move on to begin her 
term as National President, Sal would often give me comments and help me out with new (to me) 
situations.  He of course became Golden Lion Editor Emeritus after captaining the paper for many, 
many years.  He also gave me a quote that I have kept on my computer desktop since I began my 
newspaper journey - ‘In bocca al lupo’ he told me.  Which of course, not being fluent in Italian, 
especially with idioms, I had to say, “Hey Sal, what does this mean.”  He told me that it was similar 

Sal & Marge Moschella at event with Keith Wilson

to ‘break a leg’ or just ‘good luck’ with being editor.  Many of his 
emails to me would end with an Italian sentence, which I appre-
ciated as it honed my language skills. One was ‘Ma questa e' 
la vita’ when we were discussing San Gennaro and he couldn’t 
get to the Manhattan Feast any longer. Rae and Sal kept con-
tributing to the newspaper through 2022 and perhaps sporadi-
cally in 2023.  I miss the wisdom in their words and I am sure 
that to so many who have known them much longer and closer, 
will miss them. 
 
Thank you for writing for me and so, that is all the news I have 
for you other then to say - Rest in Peace or Riposa in Pace. 
 
Mark A. Ventimiglia - Editor 

Marlene Gioia  NYS Trustee
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Birthday:  Fr Vincent Capodanno Lodge #212 - Italian American friend of 
lodge member Vincent Maligno celebrated 104th birthday 

 

 Nuptial and Natal Announcements Section 
Please send me your announcements of marriages or milestone anniversaries (25th, 50th etc.) or of new births.  This should only be a marriage of a member sent by the member.  In addition, if a member has a new arrival, 
that is, their son or daughter or a grandparent having a new grandson or granddaughter; send me an announcement.  For marriages: the name of the member(s) namely, bride and groom, the date of the wedding and the 
full lodge name and number.  For births: birthdate (height and weight optional), name of parents or grandparents, one or more which is an OSDIA member and the full lodge name and number.  Email me, Golden Lion Editor 
at mavleonedoro@gmail.com with the subject line stating marriage or birth announcement.  The announcement (and photo if you like) will subsequently go in the Golden Lion Newspaper. 

Members of the Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 recently held a Food Drive to help stock the pantry of Sts. 
Cyril & Methodius Church located in Deer Park.  Countless pounds of food were collected by Lodge members 
and friends and was delivered to the pantry. Pictured are Chairpersons Karen Lorito and Rose Dispinseri with 
Lodge President Sabrina Savino (center). 

The Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 was invited to the annual Mepham’s National Italian Honor Society, La 
Serata Italiana. Teachers pictured are: Kristen Montuori, Rosa Kaplan, Andrew Franklin. From Caboto- 
President Janet Galvin, Vice President, Rachel Forgione, Trustee- Tina Pezzulo.

Past Cellini Lodge #2206 President Grace Ferrara was one 
of the Honorees at the Annual Italian Community of Westbury 
Dinner Dance held at the Fox Hollow on Sunday, April 27th. A 
beautiful plaque was presented to her acknowledging her 
many accomplishments she had over the years.  

Congratulations Grace! 

Duca Degli Abruzzi Lodge #443  - New York-native shooting champion (Albert Fiori) returns 
home with gold.  See last issue p.5 and this link for recent win for gold.  https://www.bing-
hamtonhomepage.com/sports/local-sports/new-york-native-shooting-champion-returns-
home-with-gold/ 

Long Island  
Columbus Parade 

 
Save the Date 

and 
New Venue 

 
Saturday,  

October 11, 2025  
in the  

Town of Babylon

Fr Vincent Capodanno Lodge #212 - Pasquale A. Rubertone who was 104 years 
young this past March  He is a B-24 bomber pilot from WWII. One of the Greatest 
Generation. Pasquale is Italian American and friend of lodge member Vincent 
Maligno. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

 
 

VINTAGE PHOTOS 
Members.  Asking again if you have any old photographs that you would 

like to have posted in the Golden Lion.  I would like to put in a few as a feature 
for the newspaper.  Here’s how: you can send in any photo that is OSDIA related; 
note what the event was and who is in the photo.  It must be at least 15 years old 

(before 2010) and has to be a file photo (jpeg, png etc. but not a pdf).  Have 
someone scan the photo if you don’t have those types.  Please do not take 

a phone photo of the photo, unfortunately I can’t accept those or 
hard copies.  Send to your editor at 

mavleonedoro@gmail.com 

Here is an example of a vintage photo from the 1990s.  This, I was told is the ribbon cutting of Cellini 
Lodge’s first Feast.  Does it bring back memories.  Can you recognize anyone in the photo.  Being 
I wasn’t a member yet it is difficult, but perhaps other members of Cellini or any other lodge may 
fraternally know these people.  I can only state the 3rd and 4th from the left are Enzo BiFulco and 
Anthony D’Urso respectively, two of the lodges longest members - both over 50 years.  

Cent’anni + 4!  
Salute! 



COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

MESSAGE FROM CSJ CHAIRMAN JOHN FRATTA

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

2025 CSJ Annual Luncheon 

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all 
our brothers and sisters who attended and sup-
ported our 2025 CSJ luncheon last month. It 
was a huge success. I would also like to 
express my gratitude to this year’s honorees: 
Andre Dimino, Vince Marmorale, and David 
Finkenbinder from the Native American 
Guardians (NAGA). Their contributions were 
instrumental to our success. Thank you all! 

Special thanks to Eleanor Jobbagy, the chair of 
our luncheon, and everyone who assisted her. 
Additionally, I would like to thank Marianne 
Bortone Prince, the chair of this year’s journal, 
for another great success. 

President Trump Voices Support for 
Columbus Day 

We sincerely thank President Trump for his 
support of Columbus Day, especially during our 
ongoing battle to defend Columbus and his 
accomplishments. President Trump stated, “I 
am hereby reinstating Columbus Day under the 
same rules, dates, and locations, as it has had 
for all of the many decades before!” This state-

ment was made in a post on Truth Social, refer-
ring to the federal holiday named for 
Christopher Columbus, the Italian explorer who 
sailed to the Americas on behalf of Spain more 
than 500 years ago. 

Christopher Columbus Essay – Andrew 
Illiano 
CSJ continues to work hard not only in defend-
ing our heritage but also in promoting and edu-
cating the positive influence that Italian 
Americans have had in making America a great 
place. With this in mind, we have implemented 
a new essay contest, “Discovering the Truth: 
Christopher Columbus.” This award is open to 
all juniors and seniors in high school who are 
children, grandchildren, nieces, and nephews 
of OSDIA lodge members. The first-place prize 
is $1,000.00. Applications and essays must be 
submitted to CSJJD3chair@gmail.com. 

Our Fight Continues 

This quarter, we have continued to voice our 
strong objections to those who stereotype our 
Italian American community. 

Ghost Fellas 

CBS aired a segment in the show Ghost called 
Ghost Fellas, which portrays Italian American 
ghosts as mobsters. As ridiculous as it sounds, 
CBS airing this garbage is bigoted and disgust-
ing. We sent a letter to Wendy McMahon, CEO 
of CBS Broadcasting, objecting to this show 
and its portrayal of Italian Americans. We await 
her response, although we won’t hold our 
breath. 

Freshpet Commercial 

A Freshpet commercial disparages Italian 
Americans as mobsters. We were dismayed 

that actor Steven Schirripa starred in a role rem-
iniscent of his character in The Sopranos. Even 
a pet food commercial has to sink to the lowest 
level in demeaning Italian Americans with this 
stereotypical image. We sent a letter to Richard 
Kassar, CEO of Freshpet, demanding that this 
commercial be removed immediately. Once 
again, we await their response. 

Poughkeepsie School Board Name Changes 

The Poughkeepsie School Board announced 
that they are changing the names of three 
schools, including Christopher Columbus 
School. This decision is being made to rename 
schools considered derogatory towards specific 
groups in the community. The school board felt 
the schools in question had no connection to 
Poughkeepsie. In defending the change, they 
used the same old false narrative about 
Columbus, blaming him for the slavery of African 
Americans and Indigenous People. We sent a 
letter to the Poughkeepsie Superintendent 
objecting to the renaming of Christopher 
Columbus School to Jane Bolin. 

Real Mob Stories with James Proctor 

FX Network will be airing a TV series called Real 
Mob Stories about Sammy "the Bull" Gravano. 
This series glorifies the mob and Sammy the 
Bull. The Italian American Civil Rights League is 
considering filing a suit claiming this show vio-
lates the Son of Sam law. We agree with the Civil 
Rights League and will fight to have this show 
removed. 

John Dabbene Essay Contest Winners – 
Geraldine Graham 

District 1, 7th Grade: Dylan Nystrom 
(Sponsoring Lodge: Vigiano Bros. Lodge #3436) 

District 2, 12th Grade: Olivia Giordano 
(Sponsoring Lodge: America Lodge #2245) 

District 3, 8th Grade: Michael Ruesing 
(Sponsoring Lodge: Luigi Pirandello #2875) 

District 3, 9th Grade: Joseph Tavella 
(Sponsoring Lodge: Per Sempre #2344) 

District 4, 8th Grade: Luca Carpenter 
(Sponsoring Lodge: Fr. Donald B. Licata 
#2435) 

District 5, 10th Grade: Gregory Berde 
(Sponsoring Lodge: Vincent Linguanti #2212) 

District 6, 8th Grade: Guinevere Libertucci 
(Sponsoring Lodge: Gabriele D'Annunzio #321) 

I want to thank all the young people and lodges 
that submitted essays for this contest. 
Congratulations to all the winners. I also want 
to thank Geraldine Graham for all the hard work 
she and her committee put into promoting and 
working on this project. 

As you can see, our CSJ Executive Board and 
lodge liaisons work very hard on these projects. 
I appreciate everyone's time and input in mak-
ing CSJ essential to our Order. I also want to 
thank Eleanor Jobbagy, my co-chair, for all she 
does at CSJ. 

As I always end this article, I urge all my broth-
ers and sisters to report any negative com-
ments about our heritage and culture to me. 

 
Fraternally, 

John 
John A. Fratta 
http://www.columbusthetruth.org 
http://www.therealcolumbus.org
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The Children’s Train written by Viola Ardone 
 
The Children’s Train is inspired by real life events in post WWII Italy, 1945-1952 when labor activist Teresa 
Noce created a program called Treni della Felicita, or Happiness Trains.  This program was intended to help 
poor children in the war-ravaged southern region of Italy by sending them to host families in the North. 
 
The central character, Amerigo Speranza, has lost his brother, does not know where his father might be, and 
is being raised in Naples, by his mother who does what she can to support him, without a job. After hearing 
about the program, Amerigo’s mother decides to send him to Modena where a single woman from the 
Benvenuti family becomes Amerigo’s foster mother.  She too is struggling but a different type of struggle; she 
lost her special someone during the war.  Her brother is a carpenter who makes violins and makes one for 
Amerigo.  He teaches Amerigo how to play the violin which shapes his passion for music; especially in the 
future where he eventually becomes a professional violinist. 
 
The Italian author, Viola Ardone, develops each character so you personally know each one of them, and 
makes you feel like you are in their location, can hear the sounds in the neighborhood, the children playing, 
and smell the food. 
 
The climax of the story deals with Amerigo’s mother having to choose between taking her son back to her 
limited means, or allowing him to thrive in Modena with his foster mother who can offer him a much different 
future. You will not forget the end of this novel and it will make a lasting impression on you. 
 
Lisa is a District VI Trustee from Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 
Alison Vitucci is Treasurer for Cellini Lodge #2206 

GOLDEN LION Book REVIEW 
by Alison Vitucci and Lisa Serafini

On March 29, 2025, members of CSJ attended a pilgrimage to The Cabrini Shrine.  Father Charles Mangano 
from Our Lady of Lourdes hosted the event.



A MESSAGE FROM  
THE GMM CHAIRMAN 

GARIBALDI-MEUCCI  
MUSEUM (GMM) 

420 Tompkins Avenue 
Staten Island, New York 10305 

718-442-1608 
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By Comm. Joseph Sciame, 
GMM CEO/Chair & 

President, Sons of Italy 
Foundation 

The Celesta 
By Prof. William J. Castello 

 

Antonio Meucci was always fascinated by inven-
tions and innovations of every form and field. He 
read about an instrument called the “Aiuton” 

invented by Charles Glagetti in 1788. This instrument 
consisted of a hollow, wooden sound box in which a row 
of tuning forks was struck by small hammers triggered 
by keys to produce a very “sweet” and soft tone.(1) 
Glagetti theorized that replacing the tuning forks with 
crystals would produce a heavenly sound and called 
this theoretical instrument a “celesta” (from the French 
“cèleste” for “heavenly”) for the heavenly sound that it 
could produce. The celesta looked very much like a 
piano with a characteristic housing, a claviature and a 

single pedal. The housing contains an impressive 
mechanical system of felt hammers, special sound plates and wooden res-
onators.(2) 
 

Domenico Mariani was a great friend of the Meuccis and Giuseppe 
Garibaldi. He was a talented violinist and guitarist who had also emigrated to 
Havana after being recruited by Don Francisco Marty, who had recruited the 
Meuccis years earlier. Mariani had become fast friends with the Meuccis when 
they worked together at the Pergola Theater in Havana, Cuba. All eventually emi-
grated to the United States. When he came to know Garibaldi while in Staten 
Island, he became fast friends with him and would cook fantastic meals greatly 
loved by the general. 
 

Mariani and Antonio Meucci had built pianos before, but the current chal-
lenge was to build a working model of the crystal celesta. When Mariani arrived, 
he found many crystal bars which all needed to be tuned, as Meucci told him. 
Meucci needed him to provide the notes to tune the crystals to, which Mariani pro-
vided on his guitar. He would then grind them with a lathe, until they reached the 
perfect note when struck. They assembled the tuned crystals into a piano-like 
piece of bentwood furniture that Meucci, Garibaldi and Mariani had produced dur-
ing the general’s stay. In 1855, Meucci and Mariani produced an actual, three 
octave crystal celesta.  

 

In 1853 the harmonium and organ maker Victor Mustel invented and patented a 
metal plate version of the célesta  in 1886. The Celesta No. 1, an orchestral 
model, was presented to the public for the first time at the world fair in Paris in 
1889.  
 

When Meucci’s assets were auctioned, on 20 April 1891, following his 
death, his instrument was purchased by a Mrs. Nisini at the price of seventeen 
dollars. After changing hands several times, it was traced and acquired by the 
Garibaldi-Meucci Museum of Staten Island, where the body of the fragile instru-
ment stands today. The crystals did not survive the decades and the frame was 
fitted with a three-octave piano harp late in the 19th century, but a description 
which stands on the keyboard still tells the story of this remarkable instrument. 

 
 
 
 

 
References: 
(1)The Schiedmayer Company, (Stuttgart, Germany);  
https://www.celesta-schiedmayer.de/en/celeta/all-about-the-celesta/#toc-geschichte-1 
(2)Eric Feller Early Keyboard Instruments Collection, (Bad Harzburg, Germany);  
https://www.ericfeller.de/en/ 

William J. CastelIo is a Past President (2018- 2023) of the Fr. Vincent Capodanno Lodge #212. He is a former 
GMM Commissioner and the historian and artist in residence.  

The Celesta on display at the 
Garibaldi-Meucci Museum in 
Staten Island, New York.  The 
body was fashioned by Giuseppe 
Garibaldi, Antonio Meucci and 
Domenico Mariani 

The original configuration of quartz crystals formerly in 
the Celesta on display at the Garibaldi-Meucci 
Museum in Staten Island, New York.  

Joe will be back with highlights in the next issue of the Golden Lion.

Support the Garibaldi Meucci Museum  
Become a Member 

 
Basic Membership 

$25 Individual Membership 
$75 Family Membership (4 family members 

residing in the same household) 
 

For more information got to: 
https://www.garibaldimeuccimuseum.com/membership

 
THE TOWER OF LIGHT
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SEMPRE AVANTI!

OSDIA ON THE MOVE

St. Joseph's Day Celebration at the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum 
 
 
This year’s successful 3rd Annual St. Joseph’s Day Celebration was held on Tuesday, March 18th with fifty people 
in attendance. Fr. Adolfo Novio of St. Joseph & St. Mary Immaculate Parish blessed La Tavola (the table) di San 
Giuseppe, which was beautifully decorated with a 3' statue of St. Joseph, baskets of lemons, limes, oranges, arti-
chokes, and small bags of fava beans. An antipasto platter, trays of pasta con sarde, and pasta marinara were 
served, donated by Osteria Santina restaurant on Staten Island  Guests were also treated to St. Joseph breads 
and pastries.  A delectable tray of cookies was donated by Alfonso Bakery on Staten Island.  St. Joseph booklets, 
prayer cards, and candles were distributed. Lou Barrella, director of the Museum's opera classes, provided a video 
presentation that depicted how St. Joseph's Day is celebrated throughout Sicily and in New Orleans. Guests made 
donations to the church in the spirit of St. Joseph. (see photo to the left) 

Cellini Lodge #2206 - on Saturday, April 5, our members and 
guests, gathered to celebrate the St. Joseph Feast day. Maria 
Irace served as the Master of Ceremony, introducing our 
esteemed guest, Dr. Fiorentina Russo, PH.D, Associate 
Professor of Italian, and Coordinator of the Italian Program at 
St. John's University. Dr. Russo shared insights on the signif-
icance of the altar and explained the symbolism behind each 
item placed near the statue of St. Joseph. 
The altar, a central element of the celebration, was beautifully 
adorned with various symbolic items. It featured three levels, 
representing the Holy Trinity.  The altar was decorated with 
Easter lilies, symbolizing purity, and covered with an array of 
foods including bread, oranges, lemons, artichokes, pastas, 
and desserts. Each item held special meaning: bread symbol-
ized the staff of life, and fava beans, known as "lucky beans," 
were a sign of good luck and sustenance. The altar also 
included a statue of St. Joseph, often depicted with a lily to 
represent his purity and role as the foster father of Jesus. 
Joe Sciame led us in a heartfelt prayer, expressing gratitude 
for our blessings.  He blessed our alter and our custom-made 
bread, representing the staff of St. Joseph. The evening was 

filled with joy as DJ Vito Cimenti played popular Italian club favorites, and we danced the traditional tarantella. Our talented chef, LeeAnne Pallisco, prepared a delicious meal featuring pasta fagioli, accompanied by bread, 
salad, antipasto, and oranges. Fava beans were placed on the table for good luck, to be kept in your pantry and wallet as a sign of prosperity. 
The event concluded with delightful St. Joseph pastries, leaving everyone with sweet memories. The event was co-chaired by LeeAnne Pallisco and Maria Irace, with committee members JoAnne, Matt and Matty Duffy, Mary 
Modica, Lucille Minuto, MaryJean Spano, Grace DiScala, Cathy Steigner, Fran and Larry Werther, Alberto and Teresa Tallini, Maria Durso and Joan Marchiselli. We extend our heartfelt thanks to our sponsors, Sansone of 
Garden City Park, Cardinali of Carle Place, and Sapienza of Elmont.

Columbus Lodge #2143 - attended the Grand Lodge Foundation, Cooley’s Anemia Dine Around on April 1. 
There was lots of delicious food to sample. Everyone had a great time! 

The Celebrated Authors of NYSOSDIA Committee 
Chairperson Patricia Rispoli Edick is flanked on the right by 
Committee Member Gregory Cioffi and on the left by 
Lorraine LoFrese Conlin. Gregory was the featured Poet at 
a Bellmore Library Event Facilitated by Lorraine and partici-
pated in by Patricia. All are Members of The Giovanni 
Caboto Lodge #2372. (photo left) 
 
These are photos of Members of The Celebrated Authors of 
NYSOSDIA participating in Poetry event in Long Beach.  In 
photo far left, from left to right are:  Rita Monte, Paula Curci, 
and Robert Savino organizers and participants in the April 
5th and 6th Long Beach Poetry Festival.



Our Contribution To Freedom  
Is Amazing! 

 
By Prof./Cav. Philip J. DiNovo 

 
What eye has not seen, and ear 

has not heard, and what has not 
entered the human heart, what God 
has prepared for those who love him. 
(1 Corinthians 2:9). The one thing we 
share with everyone is death; a subject 
most people try to avoid. The Christian 
knows that death is not the end, but 
eternal life. The ritualistic observance 
of death by Italians had its roots in cus-
toms and traditions. Secularism has 
subsequently modified many funeral 
practices of Italian Americans. 

Funeral beliefs and customs varied 
with region and village. In the 1800’s, the deceased would 
have been “laid out” in the dead person’s home on a bed or 
table, in clean clothes with a simple cross of flowers and 
candles. The wake or lying-in state was, itself, derived from 
ancient Jewish practices, being a precaution against a pre-
mature burial, an act of piety and an occasion of prayers for 
the dead. In large cities in the Middle Ages, burial clubs 
were formed by guild members. They helped defray the 

expenses of funerals, and prayed for the dead member. 

The body would be placed in a pine box, and carried on the 
shoulder of friends to the church cemetery, preceded by a 
band when possible. The family buried the body and 
marked the grave with a small cross or stone. Death was 
talked about as if it was a thing, an evil being to be feared. 
The care and burial of the dead were all related to the pre-
scriptions of folk religion, there was a profound dread of the 
return of the soul of the deceased; it was toward the pre-
vention of this return that nearly all peasant rituals were 
directed. Small change would be placed near the body and 
objects of which the deceased had been particularly fond of 
were put in the casket. The body would be carried out of the 
house first; by not seeing the door as it left it would not be 
able to locate it later. Many believed that no one ever died 
a “natural death;” it always was something or someone who 
was responsible. Many of the contadini practiced a folk reli-
gion. 

The funeral customs Italian immigrants brought to the New 
World were modified by secularization, the confidence in 
the power of technology and science. Artful embalming 
became much more common, plain coffins were replaced 
with more expensive caskets and funeral directors offered 
“parlors.” Funerals became less doleful and less somber. 

Some Italian funeral customs remain: porcelain pictures 
adorn the grave stones and graves are tended by the fam-
ilies who use the occasions for Sunday socialization. On 
the first anniversary of the dead there will be a special 

mass.  We still have Mutual Aid Societies that are active in 
supporting the family, defraying expenses and praying for 
the deceased. There also is the reaffirmation of family ties 
in the coming together when a family member dies. Many 
Italian Americans chose an Italian American funeral direc-
tor, and the funeral mass is held in an Italian American 
church. Floral arrangements are still very elaborate and 
includes the “pillow,” “blanket” and “cross.”  The crucifix 
attached to the coffin is never buried, but is removed and 
retained as a tangible remembrance for display in the 
home. No one ever told me that custom and yet, when my 
mother and grandmother died, I asked the funeral director 
for the crucifix in their coffin, the crucifixes are hung in sev-
eral bedrooms in my home. On the morning of the funeral, 
there is a kiss of the deceased by each member of the 
immediate family before closing the casket.   

Pallbearers continue to be recruited from the able-bodied 
males in the family. Gloves that they wear are removed and 
always left with the casket for interment. The funeral pro-
cession taking a final turn by the home of the deceased, 
“the last visit.” Masses are said for the deceased on their 
anniversaries and notices placed in newspapers. The meal 
after the funeral is elaborate and many family members 
bring food.  These meals offer an opportunity to support the 
members of the deceased family and to strengthen family 
ties. Yes, the sense of loss and sadness are certainly pre-
sent, but it isn’t as oppressive nor profound as once was 
the case. Better religious education helps everyone to real-
ize that the deceased has been called to their eternal 
reward, a place God has prepared for those who love him.  

Prof/Cav. DiNovo, a member of the Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321, Schenectady, New York dedicates his time and study to the Italian American communities in the U.S. 
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LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

Uguaglianza/NE Bronx Lodge #83 - the officers and member of the Lodge were delighted to welcome new 
member Tony Morante at the April 23rd General Meeting.  Tony is the author of a 2021 work of non-fiction enti-
tled “BASEBALL The New York Game – How the National Pastime Paralleled US History”.   He is a NYS Base-
ball Hall of Fame Inductee (2022) and New York Yankees Tour Director (Ret.).  Pictured l-r is Lodge VP Richard  
Ardisson, IPP Linda Cerbone, Tony Morante, President Lorraine Corsa Esq, Lodge Deputy Marianne Bortone 
Prince, and Orator/Sponsor Edward Angelino, 

Columbus Lodge #2143 - a big group from the lodge went to see Jersey Boys at the Argyle Theatre in March. 
What a fantastic show! Everyone had a great time! 

Cellini Lodge #2206 - initialed 2 new members and in following the OSDIA ritual of honoring the deceased, 
they held a memorial for 2 members (see larger photo below from inset in photo right ) Julio Marino and Dawn 
Giudice at the general meeting.  Their photos were displayed at the OSDIA altar.  The new ini-
tiates are: Joanne Zuzzulo and Jeffrey Zuzzulo, in photo on the right, with Vincent Capasso - 
1st Vice President and Joseph Gallo, Jr. Deputy to Cellini.

Preserving Italian Culture:  
The American Italian Heritage Museum�@ItalianRootsandGenealogy� 

see Cav Philip DiNovo’s interview. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJKDiuYLbAs 

 
Read Philip’s regular contributing article at the bottom of this page.

Enjoying the Fraternity
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UPCOMING STATE/NATIONAL & LOCAL LODGE EVENTS
2025 

 
STATE & NATIONAL 

EVENTS 
 

June 8 - NYOSDIA Special Tribute Breakfast hon-
oring State First Lady Marisol Isgro at Verdi’s of 
Westbury, Westbury, 9:30am, $60pp. Contact: Joan 
Rondinelli @ 516-732-0844. 
 
June 26-29 - NYOSDIA 117th Annual State 
Convention to be held at the Crowne Plaza Albany-
The Desmond Hotel, 660 Albany Shaker Road, 
Albany, New York. Contact: Ernest Magliato @ 347-
992-0637. 
 
July 26 - NYOSDIA Summer Plenary Session to be 
held at the Henrietta Acampora Recreation Center, 
39 Montauk Highway, Blue Point. Details to follow. 
Contact: Carol DiTrapani @ 516-785-4623. 
 
July 28 - NYOSDIA Italian American Night featur-
ing Giada Valente at Eisenhower Park Lakeside 
Theatre, Parking Fields 6 & 6A, East Meadow. 
Contact: Carolyn Reres @ 516-376-3056. 
 
Aug. 11-17 - OSDIA National Biennial Convention 
to be held at the Hyatt Regency Grand Cypress 
Resort in Orlando, Florida. Contact: Carol 
DiTrapani at 516-785-4623. 
 
Aug. 25 - NYOSDIA Annual State Golf Outing at 
the Town of Oyster Bay Golf Course with Dinner to 
follow at The Mansion at Oyster Bay. Details to fol-
low. Contact: Luigi Squillante @ 516-456-2541.  
 
Sept. 13 - NYOSDIA Gift of Sight Annual Luncheon 
at Verdi’s of Westbury, Westbury, 12-4pm, honoring 
Humanitarian Awardees Mario & Pamela Cermele 
and Humanitarian Awardee Robert Graham. 
Contact: Mary Naccarato @ 516-835-5126. 
 
Sept. 17 - NYOSDIA 2nd Annual Cigar Night at The 
Mansion at Oyster Bay,  6:30pm. Contact: Biagio 
Isgro @ 518-365-7409. 
 
Nov. 8 - NYOSDIA Garibaldi-Meucci Museum 37th 
Annual Fundraiser Luncheon at LiGreci’s Staaten, 
697 Forest Avenue,  Staten Island, 12-4pm. Contact: 
Fran Cicero @ 718-442-1608. 

LOCAL LODGE EVENTS 
 

2025 
 
June 5 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  
Hypnosis Show with Stephen Christopher at Brumidi 
Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 7pm,  $35pp. Contact: 
Antonietta Schum @ 631-617-7945. 
 
June 5 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232  Summer 
Blast Social Nite at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, 7-
10pm,  $35pp. Contact: Vicky Canestro @ 631-472-
2868. 
 
June 7 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Mozzarella Night 
at the Lodge Hall, 69 Glen Street, Glen Cove, 6pm, 
$50pp. Contact: Ginger @ 516-376-1824 or Pam @ 
516-205-5193.  
 
June 9 - Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583  
Scholarship Presentation & Reception at East Chester 
High School. Contact: Terri Tomany @ 914-841-
3658. 
 
June 13 - Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 - Disco & 
Doo-Wop Night at the Knights of Columbus,  45 
Heitz Place, Hicksville, 7pm, $65pp. Contact: Joan 
Murray @ 516-589-6607. 
 
June 13 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Steak Night 
at Meucci Lodge Hall, White Plains. Contact: 
Richard Strobel @ 914-761-9073. 
 
June 19 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  
Musical Bingo at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 
7:15pm, $35pp. Contact: Pat Russo @ 631-922-0225. 
 
June 21 - H.H. Rogers-Cabrini Lodge #1353  
Lasagna Night at Lodge Hall, Tuxedo, $20pp. 
Contact: David Gagliano @ 845-309-6443.  
 
July 10 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  Bus Trip 
to Wind Creek Casino departing Brumidi Lodge, 
Deer Park, 8:30am, $80pp. Contact: Cosimo Scocco 
@ 631-338-7055. 
 
July 13 - Progresso Lodge #1047 - Barbeque & 
Scholarship Presentation at Bella Domani Catering, 
N. Syracuse, 1-5pm, $35pp. Contact: Josephine 
Federico @ 315-457-5010. 
 
July 13 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  Sts. 
Cyril & Methodius Church, Deer Park, 11am. 
Contact: Cathy Lamberti @ 631-748-5117. 

July 13 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 - Joe 
Franzone BBQ Picnic at Marconi Lodge Hall,  Islip, 
$40pp. Contact: John Spiezio @ 631-206-1123. 
 
July 20 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Italian 
Heritage Festival at Kensico Dam, Valhalla,  12-6pm. 
Contact: Cathy Grisanti @ 914-761-9073. 
 
July 27 - Perry Como Lodge #2846 - Family BBQ at 
Knights of Columbus,  Greenlawn, 12noon-5pm, 
$35pp, children under 12 free. Contact: Joe 
Ferrandina at 631-495-7521.  
 
July 31 - Captain Kathy Mazza Lodge #2163A 
Governor’s Comedy Club, Levittown, 7:30pm, 
$35pp. Contact: Rose Garvalosa @ 516-521-0865. 
 
Aug. 7 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232  Hawaiian 
Luau Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, 7-
10pm, $35pp. Contact: Vicky Canestro @ 631-472-
2868. 
 
Aug. 9 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  
Testimonial D/D honoring IPP Sabrina Savino at the 
Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 6:30pm, $100pp. 
Contact: Linda Galenskas @ 516-356-0949. 
 
Aug. 9 - America Lodge #2245 - Annual Fishing Trip 
aboard the Captain Eddie B III. Contact: Andrew 
Monteleone @ 516-784-9142. 
  
Aug. 11 - Fr. John Papallo Lodge #2684 - 23rd 
Annual Fr. John Papallo Memorial Golf Outing at 
Smithtown Landing C.C., 8am shotgun start. Contact: 
Rick Annichiarico @ 631-724-3697. 
 
Aug. 15-16 - Geneva Lodge #2397 - Italian Festival 
at the Geneva Lodge Building Grounds, Geneva. 
Contact: Sharon Geraci @ 412-327-7587. 
 
Aug. 16 - Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319  Annual 
Nick Mauro Family and Friends Picnic at 12pm, 
$35pp. Contact: Jim Cerullo @ 516-790-5874. 
 
Aug. 22-23-24 & Aug. 29-30-31 & 9/1 Giuseppe A. 
Nigro Lodge #2234 - Annual Feast of Mother Cabrini 
at Suffolk County Campus, Brentwood. Contact: Sal 
Bisulca @ 516-322-2142. 
 
Aug. 31 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Annual 
Family Picnic at Ridge Road Park, Hartsdale,  12-
6pm. Contact: Charles Tota @ 914-761-9073. 
 
Sept. 4 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232  
Scholarship Fundraiser at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, 
7-11pm, $50pp. Contact: Vicky Canestro @ 631-472-
2868. 
 
Sept. 4 - 7th -  John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - 
44th Annual Italian Festival at North Hempstead 

Beach Park in Port Washington. Contact: Anthony 
Cavallaro @ 516-244-1782 or Tom Giovenco @ 516-
314-1849 or jmmlodge1389@gmail.com. 
 
Sept. 6 - America Lodge #2245 - Annual Picnic  at the 
Plattduetsche Park Restaurant, Franklin Square, 1-
5pm. Contact: Maria Passalacqua @ 516-456-3078. 
 
Sept. 19 - Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 Supermarket 
Bingo at the Hicksville Community Center, 28 W. 
Carl Street, Hicksville, 6:30pm, $15pp. Contact: Gina 
Lore @ 516-398-1093. 
 
Sept. 21 - Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - 50th 
Anniversary Gala Celebration honoring IPP 
Rosemarie Baffo Stathes and a Tribute to the Per 
Sempre Lodge Past Presidents at Russo’s on the Bay, 
Howard Beach, 12pm, $125pp. Contact: Joseph 
Rondinelli @ 516-659-4404 or Joan Rondinelli @ 
516-732-0844. 
 
Sept. 22 - John D. Calandra Lodge #2600  Annual 
Charity Golf Outing & Dinner at Sprain Lake Golf 
Course, Yonkers, 11:30am registration, 1pm shot-
gun start, 6:30 dinner at Westchester Manor, 
Hastings on the Hudson,  $250pp. Dinner only 
$100pp. Contact: 914-424-7733. 

 
~ Garibaldi-Meucci Museum ~ 

 Special Upcoming Events 
 
June 14 - 2pm - Presenter Larry Gallagher shares 
the research that has been done about the men of the 
Arrochar section of Staten Island who served during 
World War II. Mr. Gallagher has devoted much time 
researching who they are. Donation: $10 non-mem-
bers,  $5 Museum members. 
 
June 28 - 2pm - Bob Spiotto, actor,  producer,  
events, and cultural program director will give a live 
performance of “Garibaldi in Gotham.” Bob is a 
member of OSDIA. Donation: $15 non-members, 
$10 Museum members. 
 
July 13 - 2pm - Adriana Trigiani Book Release “A 
View From Lake Como.” The author will present her 
latest release to benefit the GMM and Friends of the 
College of Staten Island. Ms. Trigiani will appear at 
the Dr. Marlene Springer Concert Hall, Center For the 
Arts, College of Staten Island, 2800 Victory Blvd., 
Staten Island. Tickets may be purchased on-line at the 
Garibaldi Meucci Museum website at 
www.garibaldimeuccimuseum.com, $60pp. 
 
Aug. 18 - Sept. 16 - Irma Bohorquez Geiser Photo 
Exhibit at the GMM.  Contact: GMM @ 718-442-
1608. 

     
      As of 5/7/25  

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 - initiated new members in March and April. Above are March 
new members, l-r: Gloria Reisinger, Lodge President Joe Battaglia, Barbara and John Mazzone. 
April members photo right are l-r: Paul Bonitatibus, Joseph Paniccia, Lodge President Joe 
Battaglia, Christine Smith, Donovan Garrity and Tate Ottati.
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Uguaglianza/NE Bronx #83 - on March 26th the Lodge held its Installation Ceremony at Scavello’s on the 
Island, City Island. Appearing l-r are Grand Lodge of NYOSDIA District IV State Trustee Vito Catania, followed 
by the Council members Liz Lucadamo, Maria Romano, Rosa Chiodi, Marie Caserta, Michael Troiano, Maria 
Swiecki, Linda Cerbone-Calabrese, Frank Florentino, Lodge President Lorraine C. Corsa, Esq., Maria 
Giancarli, Edward Angelino, Antonio Piacquadio, Silvio Caserta, and Grand Deputy Marianne Bortone Prince. 

LeAmiche Lodge #2550 - on March 5th the lodge had its  
Installation Ceremony. We would like to welcome all of our new 
Board Members, especially our newly elected President, Margaret 
Forte. Here is Margaret with NYS Trustee, Vito Catania, Cathy 
Lembo Lloyd is outgoing President. Thank you, Cathy for your ser-
vice. Fyi, the dark spots on foreheads are from Ash Wednesday.
John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - on March 21st the Lodge held 
its Installation Ceremony. Seated l-r are: Council members Maria 
Cavallaro, Jennifer Scotto-Robinson, Nina Rivera, Nancy Conetta, 
Lisa Velotti, Theresa Bruno, Jane Brooks, and District II State 
Trustee Anthony Conetta. Middle row l-r are Alexander Albanese, 
Daniel Simonelli, Elisa Delaney, Sandi Nunziata, National OSDIA 
Recording Secretary Joseph Rondinelli, Grand Deputy Frank 
Sammartano, NYOSDIA State President Biagio J. Isgro, Jr., National 
OSDIA 1st VP Thom Lupo, Tom Giovenco, Marc Biundo, NYOSDIA 
State Immediate Past President Anthony Naccarato, and District II 
State Trustee Will Sanfilippo. Back row l-r are Vincent Sorrentino, 
Lodge President Anthony Cavallaro, Christopher Waldenberger, 
Lisa Vecchio Belinsky, and Dominic D’Annunzio. 

Columbus Lodge #2143 Installation of Officers 3/2/25. Congratulations to President Fank Gatto and all the incoming officers. A job well done IPP Frank 
Franchi and the outgoing officers. Tanti Auguri a tutti! 

Giovanni Caboto #2372 - celebrated their installation on 3/18. Honored to have State 2nd Vice 
President-Luigi Squillante as Herald. Assisting him was Andrew Reilly - State Treasurer (and 
Caboto member), Tony Conetta - State Trustee and Linda Wargo - Caboto’s Deputy. President 
Janet Galvin and Executive Board thank them for attending.

Cellini Lodge #2206 - led March Madness with its installation on March 2 with President Joann 
Grossman and the Executive Board. 

 LOCAL LODGES - MARCH MADNESS INSTALLATIONS 

 
Congratulations 

to the 
Officers  
of all the  
New York 

State 
Lodges  

New York State President Biagio Isgro presided over the Installation of Officers at the “Dukes” Deglia Abruzzi 
Lodge #443 in Endicott on April 2, 2025.  Congratulations to Matt Coletta becoming President for a second term.  
Assistant Heralds were NYS Principal Trustee Mark Dozoretz and 1st Lady Marisol.
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The Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - Installation on March 18, 2025 with new President Cathy Lamberti, seat-
ed 5th from left.

Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 -  Installation of 2025-2026 Officers.  NYS Grand Lodge President Biagio Isgro, 
Jr. (left) and First Lady Marisol (light jacket) assisting at the ceremony.  

Luigi Pirandello Lodge # 2875 - New York State President, Biagio Isgro Jr., presided over the 
Installation of officers on March 27th, 2025. Stella Grillo was elected President and Joseph 
Healey was elected Vice President, with State Officers, Lodge Presidents, members and guests 
in attendance. Marianne Prince (John Michael Marino Lodge) presented the lodge  with a beau-
tifully framed photograph of Luigi Pirandello and Albert Einstein. It was an evening of comradery 
among our lodge members and guests. 

On 3/26, the Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 held their Installation 
of Officers Ceremony.  All new council members were installed includ-
ing new President, Arthur Canestro.  Honored at the installation was 
outgoing President William Trinceri.  The event was attended by many 
dignitaries of OSDIA as well as local politicians.  Pictured left to right:  
at the Dais:  State Trustee Joan Tasoglu, State 1st VP Arthur Spera, 
Islip Town Supervisor and Marconi Member.  

 LOCAL LODGES - MARCH MADNESS INSTALLATIONS 

 
O 
S 
D 
I 
A 

Loggia Glen Cove #1016 Installation.  Pictured from L-R seated: Santina Gilio, Treasurer; Francesca Gambino, Orator; 
Marisa Gambino, President; Ralph Ciano, 1st VP; and, Ivonne Ciano, Principal Trustee. L-R standing (1st row): Arthur Spera, 
NYS 1st Vice-President; Tony Naccarato, NYS Immediate Past President & National Trustee; Rocco DiSibio, Alternate 
Arbitration Committee; Antonia Gambino, Recording Secretary; Pam Shaddock, Trustee; Ginger Hartney, Trustee; Peter 
O’Connor, Financial Secretary; Saverio Gallace, Trustee; Larraine Tassis, Trustee; Angelo Stanco, Sentinel; and, Luigi 
Saviano, Trustee. L-R standing (back row): Tony Conetta, Dist II NYS Trustee; Anthony Rotoli, Dist I NYS Trustee; Mike 
Stanco, Ceremonial Officer; Mark Galluccio, Corresponding Secretary; Al DiBlasio, Past President and Columbus Lodge 
Deputy; Joseph A. Gallo, Immediate Past President; Andrea Gallo, Trustee; Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews, Trustee; Domenick 
Stanco, Sentinel; John Simonetti, Lodge Deputy; Frank Stanco, Alternate Arbitration Committee Member.

The newly installed Council of the Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge 
#2319: Seated l-r: Recording Secretary JoAnn Lynch; Trustee James 
Marzigliano; Treasurer Robert Graham; Trustees Robert Cuccia, 
Maryann Cuccia, Cissy Morturano, Camille Cerullo. Standing l-r: 
Mistress of Ceremony Antoinette Marzigliano; IPP James Cerullo; 
Orator Anthony Izzo; President Rose Izzo; Vice President Dorothy 
Guadagno; Corresponding Secretary Salvatore Morturano; Trustee 
Richard Macaluso; Sentinel Robert Rizzo.  Missing from the photo is 
Financial Secretary Angela McGrade and Master of Ceremony Dave 
Setteducati. (see below)  

Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Installation of new Officers. Congratulations to our new lodge President, Camille Tarone and 
her incoming team of dedicated officers. 

LIBERTY  
EQUALITY 

FRATERNITY



On March 14th of this 
year, millions of people 
across the globe fol-
lowed the news concern-

ing the high-stakes mission the SpaceX Crew-10 
launched aboard a Falcon 9 rocket from NASA’s 
Kennedy Center in Cape Canaveral. The mission 
entailed the rescue of astronauts Barry “Butch” 
Wilmore and Suni Williams, who had been strand-
ed aboard the International Space Station (ISS) 
since June 2024. 

As I thought about the courage of individuals who 
choose the career path of an astronaut, I was 
reminded of the March Women’s History Month 
exhibit that was on display at the Garibaldi-Meucci 
Museum on Staten Island. This fascinating exhibit 
contained portraits drawn of prominent women by 
our very own Museum Historian/Advisor Prf. 
William J. Castello. One of the portraits was that of 
Italian Astronaut Samantha Cristoforetti (see por-
trait below), who holds the rank of Captain in the 
Italian Air Force; a pilot and astronaut who officially 
became the first European woman in space and 
first woman to command the International Space 
Station.  

Samantha Cristoforetti 
was born on April 26, 
1977 in Milan, Italy. 
She spent her child-
hood in Malé, Val di 
Sole, Trentino, Italy.  At 
the age of eighteen, 
she took a US Foreign 
Exchange Program 
and attended space 
camp. She went on to 
study in Bolzano and 
Trento and graduated 

from the Technical University of Munich with a 
degree in Mechanical Engineering. Cristoforetti 
studied at the Ecole nationale superieure de 
l'aeronautique et de l'espace in Toulouse, France, 
and at the Mendeleev Russian University of 
Chemistry and Technology in Moscow.  

Cristoforetti graduated in Aeronautics Sciences at 
the Accademia Aeronautica in Pozzuoli, becoming 
one of the first women to become a lieutenant and 
fighter pilot in the Italian Air Force. She was select-
ed by the European Space Agency in 2009 to 
become Italy’s first female astronaut. 

On July 3, 2012, the Agency assigned her to a 
long-duration mission to the ISS. By 2015, she 
had set a record by spending 200 days on a single 

mission in space; at the time 
the longest continuous space 
flight by a woman. Captain 
Cristoforetti held the record 
until 2017. This record is now 
held by Christina Koch. On a 
lighter note, the Captain is the 
first person to prepare (hold on 
to your ‘cap’puccino) espresso 

in space. 

On July 21, 2022, Captain Cristoforetti completed 
her first spacewalk, which lasted 7 hours and 5 
minutes. The following month, she took command 
of ISS Expedition 68 and returned to Earth aboard 
Crew Dragon Endurance on October 14th, which 
completed the SpaceX Crew-4 mission. In an 
interview following her appointment, the Captain 
commented "I am humbled by my appointment to 
the position of commander, and look forward to 
drawing on the experience I’ve gained in space 
and on Earth to lead a very capable team in orbit." 

Her later tasks were to maintain communication 
with the teams on Earth and to coordinate the 
crew’s response in the event of an emergency. She 
is responsible for the performance and wellbeing of 
the astronauts in orbit, according to the European 
Space Agency (ESA). 
Throughout her ESA 
mission, known as 
Minerva, Cristoforetti 
has already carried 
out extensive scientific 
research, living and 
working in microgravity 
400 km above Earth. 

ESA described the ISS 
as a steppingstone for future exploration. "Lessons 
learned from our time on board have fed into tech-
nology that will take European explorers to the 
Moon and potentially even farther in the not-too-
distant future," the agency explained in a presenta-
tion of Minerva. 

Captain Cristoforetti has logged over 500 hours 
and has flown six types of military aircraft: SF-260, 
T-37,  T-38, MB-339A, MB-339CD and AM-X. She 
speaks five languages: Italian, English, German, 
French, Russian and is a UNICEF ambassador. 

David Parker, ESA’s Director of Human and 
Robotic Exploration, highlighted Captain 
Cristoforetti’s inspirational role as: "the first 
European woman to fulfill the position of comman-
der, she once again pushes forward boundaries for 
female representation in the space sector."  

Married to French engineer Lionel Ferra, they are 
the parents of an eight year old daughter and 
three year old son. 

 
Sources: euronews.com and Wikipedia.com 

Transfusion 
The last night I spent at the Florida condo 
I stood in front of the mirror in my father’s image. 
Suddenly he was alive inside me and in a whisper, 
his words … learn from me, something avant-garde.  
Write a poem in the Fibonacci sequence. 
Leonardo of Pisa was a mathematical genius. 
His equation was developed from the reproduction 
of rabbits and applies to a wide range in nature … 
like spirals of pinecones  
seed heads of sunflowers 
spirals of branches from a tree trunk. 
Father lived to teach. 
I often wouldn’t listen. 
But in that moment, I became a student 
with a transfusion of knowledge 
from the ink of his fountain pen, 
to thread his life where he left off. 

 

 

C'era una famiglia italiana 

L'ultima notte che ho passato al condominio in Florida 
mi sono piantato dinanzi lo specchio a immagine di mio 
padre. 
 
All'improvviso era vivo dentro di me e in un sussurro,  
le sue parole... apprendi da me, qualcosa all'avanguardia.  
Scrivi una poesia nella sequenza di Fibonacci. 
 
Leonardo da Pisa era un genio matematico. 
La sua equazione è evoluta dalla riproduzione 
dei conigli e si applica a una vasta selezione in natura ... 
 
come spirali di pigne, 
teste di semi di girasoli, 
spirali di rami da un tronco d'albero. 
 
Papà visse per insegnare. 
Spesso non ascoltavo. 
 
Ma in quel momento, sono diventato uno studente 
con una trasfusione di conoscenza 
dall'inchiostro della sua penna stilografica, 
 
per riprendere il filo della sua vita dalla sua dipartita. 
 

Translated by Tiziano Thomas Dossena 
Author, Editor, Journalist 

Winner of the OSDIA Literary Award (2019) 
 

Robert & Tiziano are members of the NYSOSDIA Celebrated Authors 

Marianne is Co-Chair of the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Board of Commissioners, Co-chair of The Celebrated Authors of NYSOS-
DIA, and Past President of the John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 in Port Washington. She serves as Grand Deputy to the 
Uguaglianza/NE Bronx Lodge #83 and Santa Maria Lodge #2387 in the Bronx.

Poetry Poesia

Robert Savino is the 
Past President of the, 
Constantino Brumidi 

Lodge #2211 
and Suffolk County Poet 

Laureate 2015-2017  
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Astronaut Samantha 
Cristoforetti: The First Italian 

Woman in Space Travel 

By Marianne Bortone Prince  

NYOSDIA  
 

Gift of Sight Annual Luncheon 
 

Verdi’s of Westbury 
 

September 13, 12-4pm.

 
SAVE 

 
THE  

 
DATE

NYOSDIA  
 Garibaldi-Meucci Museum 37th Annual  

Fundraiser Luncheon  
 

LiGreci’s Staaten 
 

November 8, 12-4pm. 



LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

Uguaglianza/NE Bronx  Lodge #83 - And the “membership’ beat goes on. In February, the lodge was hon-
ored to welcome and initiate four new members to the ranks of the oldest sustaining Lodge (third oldest in the 
nation) in New York. Pictured l-r are new members Anne Marie Donelin, Clorinda Del Vecchio, Lodge President 
and Sponsor Lorraine C. Corsa, ESQ., new members Susan Schaefer, and Christopher Chirico. Back row l-r 
is Grand Lodge Deputy Marianne Bortone Prince, Lodge Immediate Past President and Sponsor Linda 
Cerbone, Lodge Vice President Rich Ardisson, and Lodge Trustee and Sponsor Edward Angelino. 

Cellini Lodge #2206 - in March, the lodge initiated 9 new members.  With 1st VP Vincent Capasso in center, 
initiated l-r were: Rosemarie Bozenko, Tony Tufano, Sue Tufano, Mary Jean Spano, Mary Carella, Andrew 
Anton, Norma DeMartino, Tracy Ann Zaikowski, Susan Wallace. 

Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - welcomed new members at its April membership meeting. Pictured from left to 
right: Jack Vilella, Patricia Ferrillo, President Marisa Gambino, and James Cappiello. 

About three weeks into lent on a Saturday afternoon in March, I found my 
wife, daughter and three granddaughters sitting in our kitchen making plans 
for Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. Lunch was bagels and Egg Matzoh’s 
spread with toppings ranging from cream cheese, ricotta and Nutella, to 
Italian tuna fish, mortadella and provolone. “Only in America,” my father 
would say. That scene, with Easter not far off, brought to mind a lifetime 
journey through many Easters as a Roman Catholic and an Italian 
American.    
 
Early memories are of the elaborate cellophane covered Easter Baskets my 
sister made for her children and me, her baby brother. A large chocolate bunny presided in each basket 
over an abundance of chocolate covered marshmallow eggs, yellow sugar-coated marshmallow chick-
adees surrounded by multi-colored jelly beans arranged on a bed of plastic grass. Eggs are central to the 
celebration of Easter; we color them with our children, vaguely recalling that at Easter eggs symbolize 
one’s rebirth into the new life often mentioned in the Gospels. An eggs yolk emerging from its surrounding 
white is compared to Jesus’ emergence from the tomb. Coloring eggs dates to ancient times when they 
were colored red recalling Jesus’ blood shed on the cross. In Italian households its common practice to 
bake some form of “Pane de Pasqua,” or Easter Bread, a sweet, usually round bread/cake or pastry with 
colored eggs spaced every few inches. My mother made several dozen individual ones with one or two 
eggs each, distributing them to friends and family. We knew them in Calabrese dialect as “Cuutsoop.”  
 
Palm Sunday dinner was the normal pasta with a meat sauce, homemade Ravioli and tagliatelle making 
the day somewhat more festive. The second course was an individual chicken for everyone, children 
included. Some years there were 20 chickens in the ovens. A chicken for each of us, symbolized our own 
personal relationship with Jesus and the meaning of his death and resurrection to us; appropriate my 
father said (in a rare saying of grace) on Palm Sunday with the passion and resurrection fresh in our 
minds, as an account of it had been read aloud at mass that morning. In the evening my father wove cru-
cifixes, miniature baskets and other ornaments from palm.   
 
On the afternoon of Holy Thursday after school I walked to St. Lucy’s with my mother where we went to 
confession. Later that evening the family piled into our ‘47 Plymouth and proceeded to visit three or four 
churches. My father said that in Italy it was 7 churches and/or chapels, for the seven stops Jesus made 
on the way to Golgotha: from the house of Annas, to Gethsemani, The Temple before Caiphas then before 
Pilot etc. Church doors in those days were open through the night for this purpose. 
 
Good Friday in my childhood was always a somber day, coincidently often a rainy one in April, a sad day 
and in fact not a day for raucous or comic behavior of any kind. On Holy Saturday in the mid-fifties at 
about age ten or eleven, near noontime, I was sent to St. Lucy’s, with a glass or plastic bottle in every 
pocket of my jacket. My mission was to fill each bottle with the newly blessed holy water from a stainless-
steel barrel sitting in the vestibule of the church rectory. Once filled, I delivered the bottles to various fam-
ily, friends and acquaintances who seemed to value my delivery as if it were a bar of gold.  Zia Rosie on 
Myrle Ave, a’ Macooma, (a nickname), Signora Arrappande, Zia Rosie on Franklyn Ave and so on. These 
were mostly woman in their seventies and older, widows, spinsters and one or two old couples. The expe-
rience of five or ten minutes with each of these is unforgettable and ever more vivid and meaningful to 
me today than it was then. I thought at first that I was assisting my mother in fulfilling a good deed, com-
pleting what some may call an Easter Duty. In later years I realized that she was teaching me how to be 
mindful, compassionate and charitable, while acquiring prayers and blessings for her son, from people 
who (she said) were sure to be heard in heaven as they were near to being saints themselves.  
 
Lent was officially over on Holy Saturday at Noon and the Easter feast began with many special foods 
such as Sausage Pies and Pizza Rustica, rich meat and cheese concoctions appropriate after the forty-
day fast. Dinner on Holy Saturday evening when I was a child was a whole roasted baby lamb or Crapette, 
that had been slaughtered at birth; representing of course Jesus, The Lamb of God. This tradition went 
out of fashion for many in the 60s, perhaps because it was looked upon as inhumane by some and I 
believe as well that it had become quite expensive. In a related family story, in the 1930s-40s my grand-
parents owned a bar/restaurant/rooming house. I was told that every year about a month before Easter 
Grampa would buy a live lamb and feed and fatten it in his yard. He roasted it in the large stone oven in 
the shed behind the bar and served it to boarders and restaurant patrons on Holy Saturday. This story 
became a reality to us when Grampa passed and we cleaned out his cellars and shed finding a dozen or 
more dried out lamb pelts. My brother Dom, born in 1932, actually remembered lambs in Grampa’s yard. 
Barring the slaughter of baby lambs, I’m happy to say that some of the old customs are still alive and well 
in our family today. We still make ornamental baskets and crosses on Palm Sunday and attend several 
special masses at our local parish during Holy week. Sausage pies and Pizza Rustica are still made on 
Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday dinner remains a grand affair with family. 
  
A belated Buona Pasqua a Tutti and Thank you Lord. 

Italian American Stories: An Easter Odyssey 

 - by Pasquale Scida

Pasquale Scida is the past President of Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180. email pat_scida@hotmail.com 
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Mike Cutillo is a proud three-time Past President of Geneva Lodge #2397 and a member of the Celebrated 
Authors of New York State OSDIA. You can contact him at mcutillo1@rochester.rr.com. His book, “George 
Washing Machine, Portables and Submarine Races: My Italian American Life” is available on Amazon. 

It was Saint Augustine who was credited with saying this 
about travel: The world is a book and those who do not trav-
el read only one page. 
 
It was a different saint — Saint Marinus (his Latin name) — 
who is credited with founding 1,724 years ago what 
became the Republic of San Marino, which allowed me and 
45 fellow travelers to turn to the next chapter in our person-
al travelogues in my most recent visit to the Old Country. 
 
And the most interesting part of that visit to the fifth smallest 

country in the world — all of 23½ square miles high atop Monte Titano in the Emilia 
Romagna region of Italy — is that it almost didn’t happen. 
 
About a week or so before we left for our trip in late September, I received an email 
from the touring agency we were working with in Italy. We had scheduled a day in San 
Marino on Oct. 1, and the agency had contacted me because they wanted us to change 
it to either the day before or the day after. 
 
The reason: “There’s a traditional celebration going on Oct. 1 that we don’t think a 
bunch of Americans would be interested in.” 
 
I knew about the celebration, however – it is called the Investiture Ceremony and is 
held twice a year on April 1 and on Oct. 1 — and is the very reason why I scheduled 
the visit to San Marino that day. Similar to our Inauguration Day, it is when the republic 
celebrates the two new leaders of its government. That’s right, two new leaders, and 
yes it happens to great pomp and circumstance twice a year. Every year. Since 1243, 
by the way. 
 
It’s sort of like seating two new presidents every six months, only they are not called 
presidents, they are called Captains Regent, and they are not elected by a vote of the 
general population (San Marino is home to about 34,000 people), they are elected by 
the country’s Grand and General Council. Also, the two usually are from opposing par-
ties so that there is balance and equal supervision.  
 
I don’t mean to get political here, but imagine that – two leaders, from two different par-
ties, to reflect balance! Hmmmm. 
 
Another interesting tidbit: Once a Captain Regent has served his or her six-month term, 
they are not allowed to serve another consecutive six months. They can serve again 
but not immediately. In other words, term limits are in place. 
 
And lastly, the Investiture Ceremonies themselves are colorful and historic spectacles 
with a flag-raising to the national anthem, canons being fired, processions to and from 
the main palazzo, a High Mass at the Basilica of San Marino, military bands, swearing 
in of the new Captains Regent, speeches and the like. 
 
In short, why would a “bunch of Americans” who are interested in soaking up as much 
culture as they can and learning about new traditions and celebrations NOT be inter-
ested in observing such a pageant? Which is exactly what I told the woman from the 
travel agency as I emphasized that we really would prefer not to shuffle our trip of Oct. 
1. 
 
And you know what? It turned out to be one of the most memorable highlights of the 
entire two-week trip to the Veneto and Emilia-Romagna regions for our group. 
Especially since our local guide walked us up to the Historic Center of San Marino 
where the procession, dressed in formal and traditional garb, marched right past our 
wide-eyed group, music blaring, proud, smiling faces acknowledging us. 
 
There are plenty of things to do in San Marino, besides soaking up the history of the 
world’s oldest republic, which played a heroic role in harboring Jews during World War 
II. The old town is surrounded by medieval walls; there’s The Three Towers, castle-like 
citadels dating to the 11th century; incredible views from atop Monte Titano. There is 
an Ancient Weapons Museum, and a Museum of Curiosities. San Marino has its own 
postage stamps, so if nothing else, you can buy some of those or get your passport 
stamped from a country within a country. 
 
But by all means, if you are ever going there and have a chance to see an Investiture 
Ceremony, don’t let a travel agency employee talk you out of it.  
 
Remember another of my favorite quotes about travel from Robert Louise Stevenson: 
There are no foreign lands. It is the traveler only who is foreign. 

Sempre Avanti
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S o a k i n g  u p  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e   
R e p u b l i c  o f  S a n  M a r i n o  

by Mike Cutillo

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

Luigi Pirandello Lodge #2875 - initiation in February. 
Pictured l-r: Lodge Deputy Mildred Mancusi, new mem-
bers Joann Laraia and Betty Leto, and President Peter 
Petrino. 

Stella D'Argento Lodge #1916 - initiation of new 
member.  Left to right: President Charlene Jones 
new member, Theresa SanFillippo, and sponsor 
Mary Ruffo.

Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Celebrating family ties. Immediate Past President Mario Cermele proudly wel-
comed his daughters and sons-in-law as newly initiated members.

The Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 initiated five new members and welcomed in two transfers at the 
April General Membership meeting.  Pictured standing are: District Deputy Tony Izzo, Carol Rocco, Tom 
Rocco, Rosaria Pauciullo, Sandy Glenn, Dominick Esposito, Karen Hiney, John Hiney and District I Trustee 
Tony Rotoli.  Seated are Lodge President Cathy Lamberti (center) and Membership team members Carol Nani 
and Lucille Romanello.  



Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - held initiations at their January and February membership meetings. President 
Marisa Gambino, along with the full board and membership, extended a warm welcome to the new mem-

bers.  Pictured above at the January 
meeting left to right: Deputy John 

Simonetti, new members Rita 
Conforti, Nina S. Ford, and Mary 

Guastella, President Marisa 
Gambino, 2nd Vice President Rocco 
Totino, and 1st Vice President Mark 

Galliuccio.  Pictured at left at the  
February meeting left to right: 1st 
Vice President Mark Galliuccio, 
President Marisa Gambino, new 

member Giovanna Panebianco, 2nd 
Vice President Rocco Totino, and 

Immediate Past President  
Joseph A. Gallo. 

Welcome (Benvenuti ) 
 To All New Members

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS
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District 1 
2211 

Domenick Esposito 
Walter (Sandy) Glenn 

Michael Gonzalez 
John Hiney Jr. 
Karen Hiney 

Frank Palopoli 
Rosaria Pauciullo 

 
2232 

Robert Barbera 
Victoria Canestro 

Catherine Cannova 
Diane Maio-Carlsen 

Marie DeGuara 
Gloria Doerner 
Dolores Feldie 
Enzo Franceco 
Angelina Lauria 
Lorraine Longo 
Nancy Martello 
Linda Martello 
Tina Marzella 

John R. McKenna 
Victoria Michelatti 
Leonard Palmeri 
Kathyann Peccia 

Linda Pinuelo 
Roseann Pitts 

Johanna Simeone 
Alice Steck 

Carol Trinceri 
Margaret T. Visconti 

 
2319 

Lou Caliguri 
Joseph Clementi 

Linda Biava McCarthy 
Angela McGrade 

 
2684 

Clorinda Cacace 
Thomas Massaro 

 
District II 

1016 
James J. Cappiello 

Patricia Ferrillo 
Giovanna Panebianco 

D. Giacomo Vilella 
 

1389 
Carole Corbo 
Maria Doherty 

Michele Masiello 
 

2143 
Roland Castello 

Justin Mann 
Kurt Scammell 

 
2163A 

Carol Fortunato-Poetsch 
 

2180 
Rosemarie Auleta 
Gilbert DeCosimo 
Nicole DiBartolo 

Thomas DiBartolo 
Clino DiIorio 
Maria DiIorio 

Danielle DiRienzo 
Michael DiRienzo 

Tina Maria DiRienzo 
Clara Prestianni 

Raffaella Venezia 
Vincent Venezia 

 
2206 

Andrew Anton 
Rosanne Bozenko 

Mary Carella 
Norma A. DeMartino 

MaryJean Spano 
Anthony Tufano 
Susan Tufano 

Susan Fuschetto Wallace 
Tracy Ann Zalkowski 

 
 

2214 
Richard Bracco 
Teresa Bracco 
Adrienne Falco 

Saverio Raspant 
 

2226 
David Oberster 

 
2245 

Sandy Amendola 
John Brogna 

Michael Brogna 
Angela Campagna 
Grazia DeCiantis 

Franca Fratarcangli 
Gloriana Fratarangeli 

Giuseppas Fuzsi 
Scott Goldmann 
Loreto Mancini 
Paola Mancini 

Christa E. Pepe 
Carol Tenti 

 
2253 

Joanna LoPilato 
Theresa Sarlo 

 
2372 

Lorraine LoFrese Conlin 
Don Longo 

Chris Schneider 
Lisa M. Sciacca 

 
2385 

Angela Eisert Santora 
Bethany Lange 
Sascha Sperling 

 
District III 

83 
Christopher Chirico 
Clordina DelVecchio 
AnneMarie Donelin 
Anthony R. Morante 

Susan Schaefer 
 

285 
Ella Cristina Mingolelli-VonHelms 

 
2344 

Angela Anselmo 
Adriana Baloglou 
Sebastian Camuti 

Vita Gabriele 
Carmela Riccardi 

John Rizzo 
Antonietta Russo Scirica 

  
2428 

Ryan Byrnes 
John Christopher 

Maryann Christopher 
Doreen DeCandia 
Joseph DeCandia 

Maria Foss 
Joanna Invernale 
Onofrio Invernale 

George Leicht 
Joe Mure 

Vincent J. Occhiuto 
Jodi Tucci 

 
2859 

Rosanna Cespuglio 
Joseph Anthony Domowicz 

Rosaria Grippo  
Frank Ruggiero 

Rosalie A. Sabella 
Maddalena Schifano 

 
2875 

Betty A. Leto 
Joann Laraia 

 
District IV 

213 
Josephine Casale 

Mike Casale 
Nicole Cermele 

Barbara Cipollaro 

Gina DeCrescenzo 
Bettina DeFilippo 

Ashley Cermele DiMatteo 
Gerardo DiMatteo 

Dora Griffo 
Charlene Lolis 
Michael Olio 

Danielle Pugni 
Gabriella Vitiello 

 
258 

Antonio Luigi Astorino Jr. 
Giuseppe Lanzillotti 
Vincent C. Pastore 

 
2600 

Michael Cavallo 
Michael Cavallo 

Anthony Chiarella 
Timothy Dolce 

Eric Jeraci 
Christopher Morrissey 

 
2629 

Jason Mazzacone Jr. 
Alyssa Vollaro 

 
District V 

2198 
Nellie Fortunato 
Diane Frascone 

Pat Georgiou 
Louisa Kinsley 

Michele Hanebuth 
Sandra A. Masiello 

Susan Newman 
Carmen Quintas 

 
District VI 

215 
Michael Baker 

Nancy Nicholas Baker 
 

321 
Paul Bonitatilous 

Gerri Casso 
Elizabeth D’Agostino 

Giulio P. Facci 
Donovan Garrity 
Judith Johnson 

Barbara Mazzone 
John J. Mazzone 

Tate Ottati 
Joseph Paniccia 
Gloria Reisinger 

Christine A. Smith 
 

659 
Jim M. DiGioia 

Allan J. Porreca 
 

District VII 
487 

Joe Chesna 
Joe Cipolla 

Rob Dickson 
Dave Leri 

Anthony Mastronardi 
James L. Mastronardi 

John Mastronardi 
William Mirabito 

Paul Mirabito 
Jim Sbarra 

Matthew Sindoni 
George Stavik 

Joseph Testani, Sr. 
Andrew Tripicco 
Nicholas Wan 

 
1047 

Kathryn Argiro 
Larry Argiro 

Joanne Nigro-Nilsen 
 

1666 
Angela Driscoll 

Kim Tait 
Joanne Fiori Voorhees 

 
1916 

Theresa Sanfilippo 

 
The Constantino Brumidi 
Lodge #2211 initiated three 

New Members at their 
February General 

Membership Meeting.  
Pictured Standing are: 
OSDIA State Trustee 

Anthony Rotoli and New 
Members Frank Palopoli, 

Georgette Sgarro and 
Michael Gonzalez. 

Seated: Membership 
Committee Carol Nani and 
Lucille Romanello, Lodge 
President Sabrina Savino 
and District Deputy Mary 

Ann DeCostanzo.

District VIII 
2397 

Teresa M. Burnham 
Carl Davis 
Mark Eidlin 

Thomas Marino 
Kristopher LaGrecca 

Lauren LaGrecca 
Kathy Moschiano 

Nathan Porter 

Amira Rayma J. Rudas 
Vito Sinicopi 

James Vedora 

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - initiation on February 19, to welcome new members Carole Corbo and  
Maria Doherty.  Standing l-r are sponsor Diane Basile, Membership Chairperson Marianne Bortone Prince 
sponsor Barbara Faticone, Maria Doherty, Carole Corbo, Lodge President Anthony Cavallaro, District  II State 
Trustee Anthony Conetta, and Lodge Principal Trustee Tom Giovenco. 



John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 Proudly Endorses 
Marianne Bortone Prince for 

National Convention Delegate 

Local Lodge Activities 
- Member since 2008 
- Immediate Past President 2017-2019 
- President 2015-2017 
- Orator 2013-2015 
- Recording Secretary 2009-2013 
 
John Michael Marino Foundation, Inc.  
- Director 2025 
- Advisor 2023-2025 
- Vice President 2020-2023 
- Recording Secretary 2017-2020 
 
Local Lodge Committees  
- Nominating Committee 2018-Present 
- Lodge Publicist 2017- Present 
- Membership Chair 2009-Present 
- Newsletter Editor Emeritus 2009-2021 
- Italian Festival Committee 2008-Present 
 
 
 

NY Grand Lodge Activities 
Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Co-chair of the 
Board of Commissioners 2023-Present 
- Commissioner 2022-Present  
- Secretary 2021-Present 
- Membership Committee Chair 2021-Present 
NYS Grand Lodge State Deputy 2021-2023 
NYS Grand Lodge District II Trustee 2019-
2021 
 
Grand Deputy Appointments 
- District III Uguaglianza/NE Bronx  Lodge #83 
and Santa Maria Lodge #2387 - 2022-Present 
- District II Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 and 
Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 2018-2019 
 
Grand Lodge of NY Convention Delegate 
2009-Present 
 

NYS Grand Lodge Committees 
The Celebrated Authors of NY OSDIA Co-chair 2024-Present 
Newsletter Competition Committee Co-chair 2021-Present 
Competition Judge 2019-2020  
The Golden Lion Newsletter Contributing Writer 2018-Present  
Commission For Social Justice Executive Board 2017-Present 

- Anniversary Celebration Journal Chair 2018-Present 
Cultural and Education Committee 

- Co-chair of the Twenty Regional Dresses of Italy Committee 2016-2018 
District II Presidents Council Treasurer 2018 
District I & II Long Island Columbus Day Parade Committee  
2015-Present 

- Parade Fundraiser Co-chair (2018-2023)  
State Membership Committee 2014-Present 
 
National Committee Served 
Ritual & Protocol Revision Committee 2019 
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A Deep Inner Journey  
Becomes a Reality  

Frances R. Curcio, Ph.D. 
 
It happened suddenly as I was approaching my 
60th birthday. Perhaps you have had a similar 
“awakening”? Although I always knew about my 
Italian heritage, especially since I was always sur-
rounded by my close family, caring friends, and 
comforting food, I developed the urge to connect 
to my deeper being. 
  
Throughout the years I had the good fortune to 
travel as a tourist to many different picturesque 
parts of Italy and I thoroughly enjoyed each visit. I 
took beautiful photos to remind myself of my jour-
neys. I showed the photos to my family and 
friends and then put them away on a shelf. I was 
then “removed” from these happily stored experi-
ences, and I moved on with my everyday life. I 
realized that there was something wrong with this 
“picture.” I had been in Italy, but why wasn’t Italy in 
me? 
  
So, I took on the task of searching for my roots by 
planning to celebrate my 60th birthday party in 
Southern Italy, from where my family originated. 
Since I was not yet familiar with the location of the 
hometown of my maternal grandparents, I decided 
to bring all of my guests to beautiful Sorrento. 
After reading about a lovely boutique hotel, 
Maison La Minervetta, in The New York Times (27 
February 2010, p. TR3), I first stayed there in 
2010, and then decided to book it to bring my fam-
ily and friends there in 2011. 
  

But, Italy still wasn’t in me! It was just a place until 
I started searching for my roots, collecting infor-
mation about i fratelli e le sorelle dei miei nonni 
(my grandparents’ brothers and sisters), and i miei 
bisnonni (my great-grandparents). I located the 
hometown of my nonni’s family, Commune di 
Contursi Terme. It wasn’t until I did further search-
ing that I found my third cousin and his family liv-
ing in the commune. Since he worked in the 
Municipo, where the records are kept, he was 
instrumental in helping me collect family records 
that led to creating my family tree, dating back to 
1654! With all this information, I hired a graphic 
designer to construct a magnificent depiction of 
my family tree embedded on an image of a view 
from my nonno’s window. The family tree hangs in 
my genealogy room in my house. I admire this 
work of art every day. 
  
What was my next step? I wanted to become an 
Italian citizen. I had all of the required data. I fol-
lowed the very detailed rules from the Italian 
Consulate in New York, and I am proud to say that 
after several years, my deeper journey has been 
realized. I am now an Italian citizen, and Italy is 
now in me. I eagerly look forward to returning 
“home” every year. 
 
 
Dr. Frances R. Curcio is professor emerita, Queens 
College of the City University of New York, and 
author of Mio Nonno Totore and the American Dream 
(Idea Press, 2024), and co-author of the soon to be 
published children’s book, The Case of Antonio 
Meucci and the Telephone: Just the Facts. 
 
 

The Celebrated Authours of NYSOSIDA An Italian Easter 
By: Anthony Conway 26’ 

 
Easter, the most precious time of year 

A time that when we know salvation is here 
It is in the blood of the lamb that we are saved 

Whether it is Italian seasoned or God made 
The fresh smell of home cooked food in the air 
Flowing softly out the door from here to there 
For there is no day that brings me such joy 

A day that I have cherished since I was a little boy 
Hiding the Easter eggs for my little cousins 

Passing on the excitement from one generation to the next 
From the food, to the people, it's the memories that are the best 

After going to church and eating together, a sense of unity appears 
A sense so obvious that one knows that God is near 

 
Buona Pasqua a Tutti! 

 
Anthony Conway is a junior at Chaminade High School from Sea Cliff, NY. His poem “An Italian 
Easter” is inspired by his Catholic faith, Italian heritage, and compassion for his family. He is the nephew of 

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 President Anthony Cavallaro

 
The Funny Bunny 
Easter Egg Hunt 
was held on April 
12 at White Plains 
High School and 

was sponsored by 
the  

Antonio Meucci 
 Lodge #213. 

Children enjoyed 
hunting for over 
15,000 candy 

filled eggs. 
Everyone had an 
egg-cellent time.



Andrew Reilly, Jr. 

For New York State 
Corresponding Secretary 

and National Delegate
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Grand Lodge State of New York 

Current NYS Treasurer •
State Arbitrator •
Former District II Trustee •
Former District Deputy •
Liaison to Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #2163 and  •

                 Loggia Glen Cove #1016 
Cooley’s Anemia Dine Around Committee •
Grand Lodge Golf Outing Committee •
Gift of Sight Committee •
Walk for a Cure Committee •
Membership Committee •
$100.00 Raffle Committee Co­chair •

Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 

Member 2019­present •
Membership tent Bellmore •
Election Committee •

 
Leonardo da Vinci Lodge #2385 

Member 2004­2019 •
Held multiple offices including President, Vice President, •
Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Recording Secretary and 
Corresponding Secretary

 
RE ELECT 

Anthony Rotoli, Jr. 
NATIONAL DELEGATE 

 
 

Accomplishments 

Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436 

· Charter Member 2008 
· Served as Sentinel 2008 – 2010 
· Served as Trustee 2010 – 2011 
· Served as Vice President 2011 – 2013 
· Served as Orator 2013 – 2015 
· Served as President 2015 – 2018 
· 2016 started 9/11 Memorial Service Every Year 
· Served as IPP 2017 – 2018 & 2024 to Present 
· Served as President 2018 – 2024 
· Membership Chair 2018 to Present 
· Convention Delegate 2018 – 2024  
· Football Pool Fundraiser Co-Chair 2020 -2024 
· District I Presidents Treasurer 2018 – 2024 
· Chaired District  I & II Christmas Party 2020 – 2024 
· Unanimously Endorsed by Vigiano Brothers Lodge 
· Unanimously Endorsed by District I Presidents Council 

 

New York State Grand Lodge 

· District I Deputy to Dr. Calabro Lodge 
· Alternate Arbitration Commissioner 
· Grand Lodge Foundation Golf Outing Committee 
· Co-Chair Long Island Columbus Day Parade 
· CSJ Executive Board Member 
· Co-Chair CSJ Fundraising 
· District I CSJ Liaison 
· Co-Chair Brookhaven Town Taste of Italy 
· Honored with a Plaque at the Suffolk County Taste of 

Italy Culture and Heritage Month 
· Elected National Delegate 2023 to Present 
· Elected National Arbitration Commissioner 2023  

to Present 
· Elected New York State  District I Trustee 2023  

to Present 
· National Membership and Retention Committee 
· National Gold Member  
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Cellini Lodge #2206 
Proudly Endorses 

   Gina Franchi  
for 

NYS Financial Secretary 
&  

National Delegate 
 

 

 
Grand Lodge State of New York 
• NYS Convention Delegate - 2000 to Present 
• NYS Financial Secretary 2021-Present 
• State Trustee, District II - 2012 to 2014, 2017 to 2021  
• NYS Principal Trustee 2019 to 2021 
• National Delegate 2017, 2019, 2021 and 2023 
• Garibaldi-Meucci Museum volunteer bookkeeper 2011-2012 
• District II Presidents’ Council Chair & Treasurer 
• NYS Walk-a-thon Committee 
• NYS Membership Committee 
• NYS Autism Committee 
• NYS Fundraising Committee 

 
Local Lodge: Cellini Lodge #2206 
• Immediate Past President 2011-2013 
• Foundation Immediate Past President 2011-2013 
• President 2009-2011 
• Foundation President 2009-2011 
• 2nd VP 2007-2009 
• Orator 2006-2007 
• Treasurer 2005-2006 & 2000-2002 
• Financial Secretary 2002-2005 
 

Mark J. Dozoretz 
For NYS Treasurer & National Delegate 

 Binghamton Lodge #487 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
● 16-year member of the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America - Binghamton Lodge #487 (April 2009 - Present) 
● NYS Principal Trustee (June 2023 - Present) 
● NYS Trustee (May 2019 - Present) 
● District 7 - Presidents Council Chairman (2017 - 2021)  
● Binghamton Lodge #487 President (May 2013 - March 2019) 
● Lodge Vice President (March 2011 - May 2013) 
● District Deputy to Duca Degli Abruzzi Lodge #443 (May 2011 - July 2017) 
● Chairman for Binghamton Lodge #487 Memorial Day Deceased Members Mass and Breakfast (2022 - 2024)  
● Chairman for Binghamton Columbus Day Parade (2015 - 2021) 
● Chairman for Binghamton Lodge #487 Christmas party for Developmentally Disabled Residents of Local Group Homes 
(2017 - 2023)  
● Binghamton Lodge #487 Centennial Celebration Dinner Dance  
Co-Chairman (2016) 
● Lodge Trustee (May 2009 - March 2011) 
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 Columbus Lodge #2143 OSDIA 
Unanimously Endorses 

Past President 
Bro. Keith Wilson  

for  
Election  

As 
NYS GRAND LODGE ORATOR 

Local Lodge Activities 
· Member Since 2002 
· Business Directory Chairman 2002-2003 
· Recording Secretary 2004-2006 
· Orator 2006-2007 
· Second V.P. 2007-2009 
· First V.P. 2009-2011 
· Lodge President 2011-2013 
· Picnic Chairman 2005-2009 
· Scholarship Chairman 2007-2010, 2015 
· Palm Sunday Chairman 2008-2009 
· House Rules and By Laws Review Chairman 2006-2007 
· St. Joseph’s Day Chairman 2006-2010 
· Communion Breakfast Chairman 2005 
· Lodge Convention Chairman 2009-2011 
· Reciprocation Chairman 2007-2009 
· Membership Chairman 2013-Present 
· Tenant Committee 2006-present 
· Feast and Festival Comptroller 2008-Present 
· Super Bowl Pool Chairman 2007-Present 
· Insurance Review Committee Chairman-2007-2009 

District 2 Activities: 
· Long Island Parade Committee Secretary 2005-2009 
· Long Island Parade Committee Chairman 2010,  

2013-Present 
· District 2 Presidents Vice Chairman 2011-2012 
· District 2 Presidents Chairman 2012-2013 
· State Trustee District 2 2013-2017 
 
Grand Lodge Activities: 
· NYS Grand Lodge Recording Secretary 2021-2023 
· NYS Grand Lodge Corresponding Secretary 2019-2021 
· NY State Deputy 2017-2019 
· State Membership Committee 2007-2011, 2015-2016 
· State Retention Committee Co-Chair 2009-2011 
· Commissioner GM Museum 2008-2010 
· GM Museum President/CEO and Chairman 2010-2013 
· State Budget Committee 2006-2010 
· State Bowling Chairman 2005-2019 
· Recording Secretary CSJ Exec Board 2013-Present 
· General Laws and By Laws Chairman 2015-2019 
· $100.00 Raffle Committee Co Chairman 2015-2017 

National Activities: 
· National Delegate 2013, 2015, 2017, 2019 
· GMM National Overseer 2015-Present 
· National Ritual Book Review Committee 

2018-2021 
· National Membership Committee 2019-2021 ` 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John D. Calandra Lodge #2600 and District 4 
Proudly Endorses 

Remo Carriero 
For 

New York State Recording Secretary 
 Lodge – History 

· Member of the John D. Calandra Lodge #2600 – 1993 
to present. 

· Lodge Trustee – 1998 to 2003 
· Recording Secretary – 2004 to 2008 
· Lodge President – 2009 to 2013 
· Immediate Past President – 2014 to 2016 
· Membership Committee 
· Scholarship Committee 
· Fund Raising Committee 
· Picnic Committee and Chairperson 

 

District – History 

· District 4 Presidents Chairperson – 2009 to 2013 
· Fund Raising Committee 
 

State – History  

· NYS Trustee District 4 – 2016 to 2018 
· NYS Principal Trustee – 2018 to 2019 
· NYS Treasurer – 2019 to 2021 
· NYS Corresponding Secretary – 2021 to 2025 
· Membership Committee 
· Family of the Year Committee 
· Bene Emeritus Award Committee 



 

Cellini Lodge #2206 
 

Proudly Endorses 
 

Luigi Squillante 
 

for 
 

State 1st Vice President 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Grand Lodge State of New York 

• NYS Convention Delegate ‐ 2006 to present 
• NYS 2nd Vice President 2023 to present 
• NYS Orator ‐ 2021 to 2023 
• NYS Financial Secretary ‐ 2017 to 2021 
• State Principal Trustee ‐ 2015 to 2017 
• State Trustee, District II ‐ 2014 to 2017 
• Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Chairperson for 2 years 
• Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Commissioner for 
  4 years 
• District II Presidents’ Council Co-Chair & Treasurer 
• Website Competition Chairperson 
• NYS Fundraiser Co-Chair, $100 Raffle Chairperson 
• National Delegate since 2015 
• National Technology Committee Chairperson 
 
Local Lodge: Cellini Lodge #2206 
• OSIA Member since 2003 
• Lodge President 
• Annual Feast Chair 
• Cellini Lodge Foundation President 2011-2013 
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Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #285 Endorses 
Ernest Magliato 

 for NYS 2nd Vice President 
Charter Member of the Lt. Petrosino Lodge #285 since 1999 

Local Lodge Positions - Trustee 2007-2008 
                                       2nd Vice President 2008-2009 
                                       1st Vice President 2009-2011 
                                       President 2011-2013 
 
Local Lodge Committees -  Annual Halloween Party 2006-Present 
                                           Annual Dinner Dance 2006-Present 
                                           Scholarship Committee 2007-2010 
                                           Annual Lodge Picnic 2008-Present 
                                           Children's Christmas Party 2008-Present 
                                           Convention Delegate 2008-Present 

Grand Lodge Committees -  NYS Convention Committee 2013-Present 
                                            NYS Convention Co-Chairman 2014-2021 
                                            NYS Convention Chairman 2021-Present 
                                            Walk for Education and Culture/Walk-for-A-Cure      

       2008-Present 
                                            Walk-for-A-Cure Co-Chair 2015-Present 
                                            Cooley's Anemia Committee 2013-Present 
                                            NYS Disaster Relief Chairman 2013-2015 
                                            NYS $100 Raffle Chairman 2017-2023

Grand Lodge Elected Positions - NYS District III Trustee 2014-2018
     NYS Treasurer 2021-2023
     NYS Recording Secretary 2023-Present 

Supreme Lodge - National Delegate 2019 and 2023
                National Arbitration Commissioner 2019-2021 



The Golden 
Lion 

is seeking new adver-
tisers - or former 

advertisers to return!  
We are asking busi-
nesses to promote 

themselves with our 
advertising. 

Call our office at  
1-800-322-6742 for 
further information.

JUNE 8  
 

Special 
Tribute 

Breakfast  
for  

NYS 1st Lady 
Marisol Isgro 
@ Verdi’s of 

Westbury

Filial Friendliness 
Send photos of gatherings with other lodges (for other than the 
normal events and dinner dances) displaying one of our main 
tenets...   

FRATERNITY

• Super Lawyers, Ten + years  
• Martindale Hubbell: Pre-Eminent Lawyers 
& 5.0/5.0 Ethics, 10 + years       
• Expert Network: Distinguished Lawyer 
• The National Trial Lawyers 
• New York Times, New York City Metro 
Area, Top Attorney 

Admitted to practice in NY, NJ & MA 

Michael A. Santo, Esq. 

CELL: 516.551.5503 EMAIL:  AttySANTO@gmail.com  
Concentrating in:  

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE, 
PERSONAL INJURY 

NURSING HOME CLAIMS 
40 years of Experience 

Of Counsel to: 
SILBERSTEIN AWAD & MIKLOS, P. C. 

600 Old Country Road, 5th Floor 
Garden City NY 11530 
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Anthony Naccarato, NYS Immediate Past President celebrated a birthday in March.  This photo includes his family (all are members) 
and others from numerous lodges illustrating filial friendliness fraternity.  How many people, their lodges and titles can you name.

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Italian­American Night at Eisenhower Park will 
be held on Monday evening, July 28, 2025.  The 
ceremonies will begin at 7:00PM and the enter­
tainment, starring Giada Valenti, will immedi­
ately follow.  Bring chairs and a picnic supper 
and arrive early.  More information will follow. 
Be on the lookout for the flyer.  Should you have 
any questions, please contact Carolyn Reres at 

516­376­3056. 

Happy Summer! 
 

Summer Starts: Friday, 

 June 20 at 10:42 pm EDT 

 

Peace on Earth  
and in  

Your Neighborhood 

 

Have a Happy  
Independence Day 

July 4th. 
 

God Bless America
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ELECT 

ARTHUR SPERA 
NYS OSDIA GRAND LODGE 

PRESIDENT 
 

UNANIMOUSLY ENDORSED BY THE  
VIGIANO BROTHERS LODGE #3436 & DISTRICT 1 

 
OSDIA Member since 1987 

State 1st Vice President, 2023-Present •
State 2nd Vice President, 2021-2023 •
State Recording Secretary, 2019-2021 •
State Corresponding Secretary, 2017-2019 •
State Treasurer, 2015-2017 •
State Principal Trustee, 2014-2015 •
State Foundation Director, 2014-Present •
State Trustee District 1, 2001-2006 •
State General Laws and By Laws Chairman, 2005-2015 •
Chairman Garibaldi Meucci Museum, 1994-1997 •
National Overseer Garibaldi Meucci Museum, 1999-2001, 2017-Present •
President Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211, 1999-2001 •
NYS Convention Delegate, 32 years •
National Delegate, 2015 to Present •
National By Laws Committee, 2015-2023 •

 

2004 NYSOSDIA “Family of the Year” 
 

"Dedicated to our principals of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity" 


