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On January 30, 2026 the New York State Grand Lodge Foundation, Inc., Order Sons of Italy in America hosted its 30th
Anniversary Winter Charity Ball at Leonard’s Palazzo. At this successful event, honored were: Camille Fortunato,
Robin Massimi, Danielle Caminiti and our own National President Thom Lupo.

The New York State Website is Back! And much improved. The site is nysosdia.org. and went live
on this past January.
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DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
MAY 8, 2026

Al articles for publication must be typed, double spaced and saved and sent as
a document file in Arial Narrow 12pt. font. All photograph captions must be
typed identifying lodge with full name and number; all persons should be identified.
Digital photos should be taken in the highest quality setting possible of the
camera or phone; poor quality photos may NOT be published. DO NOT copy
and paste photos in email, rather attach as a file (named if possible). All articles
and captions must be received before the deadline date. Unpublished articles
are not returned. The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, letters, advertise-
ments, and other material submitted for publication, for its length, clarity, accuracy,
and for conformity to the ideals of the Order. For further information please

contact the Editor by email: mavleonedoro@gmail.com.
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ARE YOU CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?
PLEASE NoOTIFY THE GOLDEN LION

This will assure that you will receive your copy of the Golden
Lion on time at your new address, and the NY Grand Lodge
will save the 75 cents charged by the United States Postal
Service for each returned newspaper. Please notify us of a
change of address as soon as possible.

Email or send letter or postcard to the Grand Lodge office
(see below). Include the following: name, lodge #, complete
old address and new address otherwise changes cannot be
processed.
EMALIL TO: nysosia@aol.com
MAIL TO: New York State OSIA Grand Lodge
Attention: The Golden Lion
2101 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY
11710-5605

/OUR SITES: Grand Lodge website: http://lwww.nysosdia.org/. k

YouTube channel: “NYS OSDIA GRAND LODGE’. OVoiite 1

Facebook page: Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America, Grand
Lodge of New York.
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The Golden Lion is the official publication of
the New York State Order Sons of ltaly in
America (NYS OSIA) Grand Lodge, the
largest and longest established organization
representing New York's women and men of
Italian heritage. The Golden Lion strives to
provide timely information about NYS OSDIA,
while reporting individuals, institutions, issues
and events of current or historical significance
in the New York Italian-American community.

The Golden Lion is published 5 times yearly:
(Jan-Feb-Mar, Apr-May-June, Jul-Aug, Sep-
Oct, and Nov-Dec) by NYS OSDIA, 2101
Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY 11710, 516-
785-4623. Mailed at periodicals postage
rates at Bellmore and at additional mailing of-
fices under USPS permit #017-248 1997
NYS OSDIA. Al rights reserved. Reproduc-
tion by any method without permission of the
editor is prohibited. Statements of fact and
opinion are the responsibility of the authors
and do not necessarily imply an opinion on
the part of the officers, employees and mem-
bers of NYS OSDIA. The Golden Lion ac-
cepts queries, unsolicited manuscripts, news
releases, reviews, and comments, but does
not assume any responsibility for unsolicited
materials. Letters to the editor must include
the name, address, and daytime telephone
number of the author to be considered for
publication. Annual subscriptions are included
in the dues for NYS OSDIA.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
The Golden Lion, 2101 Bellmore Avenue,
Bellmore, NY 11710. NYS OSIA membership
information is available at 800-322-OSIA.
Archives are maintained at the Immigration
History Research Center, University of Min-
nesota. Printing by Richner Communica-
tions, Inc., 2 Endo Blvd., Garden City, NY.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the New York Grand Lodge,

As | begin this message | feel | need to reflect on the
passing of our Past State President Carlo Matteucci who
left us on November 8, 2025. Brother Carlo was not only
a friend to many but also a mentor and a fountain of
knowledge for OSDIA. Personally, | had a close and spe-
cial relationship with Carlo and | miss him every day. He
afforded me many opportunities and was always available
for advice and for just daily conversation. Itis, for that rea-
son that | dedicated our Winter Plenary to our Brother
Carlo. | ask that you remember Carlo in your own way and
pray not only for him but for Past State First Lady
Madeline as well.

First Lady Joanne and | would like to wish everyone a safe,
healthy and prosperous 2026. We would also like to thank all of the lodges that invited
us to attend their Christmas parties, | only wish we could have attended more. So many
lodges invited us, however many were on the same day. We enjoyed reconnecting with
so many old friends we hadn't seen in a while and were thankful for the opportunity to
meet new brothers and sisters.

Hopefully by now most lodges have selected their Slate of Officers for the upcoming term
and have provided information for their respective Installation of Officers to the Grand
Lodge Office. | would remind every lodge to adhere to a dress code. I'm sure there will
be Elected Officials in attendance and we should present ourselves in a professional
manner and make a good impression for this momentous occasion as new officers take
over the leadership roles in their respective lodges. If there are scheduling conflicts with
installations we will make every effort to have an Executive Board member at all cere-
monies.

On Friday, January 30t we had our 30th Anniversary Winter Charity Ball. An event
started in 1994 by then State President Joseph Sciame with Carol DiTrapani as
Chairlady. It is just as regal today as it was then. The event was outstanding. Thank you
to Event Chairlady Joanne Spera, Journal Chairlady MaryAnn DeCostanzo, Journal
Coordinator Anita Rosato and the Office Staff Carol DiTrapani and Eileen Stavis. And,
special thanks to Anna Magliato for being our place card writer. The night was superb,
our honorees were gracious and well deserving, they were: Camille Fortunato, Robin
Massimi, Danielle Caminiti and our own National President Thom Lupo; thank you all.
Unfortunately, Ms. Caminiti was called out of town on a business emergency at the last
minute and could not attend. | was glad to see so many of our Grand Lodge OSDIA mem-
bers in attendance. Thank you.

The following morning, we held our Winter Plenary Session at St. Cyril & Methodius
Church in Deer Park, home of our State Chaplain Fr. Anthony Saliba. Originally sched-
uled to be held in Fresh Meadows, it had to be changed due to a scheduling conflict at
that venue. Fr. Anthony graciously offered the church in Deer Park to us and all of the
lodges in District 1 “fraternally” hosted the event. Thank you to all of you for doing that,
and to Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge President Sal Bisulca and Guglielmo Marconi Lodge
President Artie Canestro for spearheading the initiative. Thank you brothers. We con-
ducted quite a bit of business at the Plenary and everyone gave complete and concise
reports. | was made aware recently that Mary Naccarato has decided to step down from
chair of the Gift of Sight Committee. I'd like to thank Mary for her many years of leader-
ship in that role and after careful consideration | have appointed MaryAnn DeCostanzo
as the new chairperson of that committee. | know she will do a great job. At the Plenary
in October, we honored quite a few Deputies as Deputy Emeritus for over 10 years in a
single lodge. This past Saturday we honored Committee Chairpeople with Chairperson
Emeritus titles as well. | congratulate all of you and thank you for your service to our
Grand Lodge. | feel that our members should always be shown how much we appreciate
their sacrifice and service. All in all, it was a good day. Thank you to everyone that came
and those that participated.

We are starting to plan for our Golden Lion Dinner on April 24t ang getting our Grand
Lodge Convention plans in place as well. It will be Thursday, June 25 to Sunday, June
28 at the Desmond Hotel in Albany. We have eliminated the Walk for a Cure event since
sponsorship and participation had been declining over the past few years; it became a
lot of work and expense. We may plan an alternative event. We have our first fundraiser
for our newgst charity, the Marty Lyons Foundation, a Casino Night scheduled for
February 28" in Massapequa. As | have been saying, treat all of our charities as you
have done in the past. We are not asking you to give anything less to any other charities
that you've supported in the past.

By now you have no doubt visited our new Grand Lodge Website. The address is nysos-
dia.org. | promise you will love it. Every bit of information concerning our Grand Lodge is
available, including a contact us link. The Golden Lion Newspaper is on it, and an events
page, a picture gallery, as well as links to CSJ, GMM and more. You can download State
Scholarship Forms and much more. Thank you Bob Graham and Donna Johnson for cre-

ating this amazing website for all of us. They have definitely exceeded my expectations.

So, as our entire state is buried under snow right now, | hope you all stay warm and con-
tinue to cope with this unusually cold weather. | thank all of you for your constant support
of our Grand Lodge and personally thank you for the hospitality and respect you afford
both myself and our First Lady Joanne. Let's keep the “Lion on the move”.

Fraternally,

Arthur Spera

President
New York State Grand Lodge

New York State
Winter Plenary

President Spera, on Saturday, January 31, 2026 held

the Winter Plenary that was hosted by Lodges of]
District I. The meeting commenced at 9:45 am after
the ceremonial lighting of the candles. The Plenary|®}
was dedicated for deceased NYS Past President
Carlo Matteucci. Some of the highlights were:
- special Emeritus honors were given to Committee (3
Members with ten years service.
- approximately 190 people attended the Winter
Charity Ball.
- Mary Naccarato stepped down as Chairperson of|
the Gift of Sight and President Arthur appointed Mary
Ann DeCostanzo as new Chair; Mary Ann will give up
Chair of Autism to take this new position and a search
for Autism will happen.

- the new and improved website - nysosdia.org is up
and running.

- a fund for Cyclone Harry that devastated Eastern
Sicily and parts of the mainland will be set up for
members to donate.

- the GMM will honor Joseph Sciame this November,
and a street renaming will take place on April 11 and
be named Antonio Meucci Way and Giuseppe
Garibaldi Way.

- Convention will be June 25-29 at the Desmond.

- the Spring Plenary be held on Saturday, April 25 at
a venue to be announced.

Winter Plenary Photos

The meeting was adjourned at 2:12 pm.
GRAND LODGE
OFNEW YORK

NYS OSDIA
118TH
CONVENTION

CROWNE PLAZA ALBANY
THE DESMOND HOTEL

JUNE 25 - 28

President Arthur and 1st Lady, Joanne at the 30th
Annual Charity Ball on January 30.
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4 In Memoriam

District Lodge Name of Deceased _D0D

5 Vincent Linguanti Lodge #2212  Nicholas LaBruna 2/25/2025
5 Vincent Linguanti Lodge #2212  Frank Hagen 4/10/2025
5 Vincent Linguanti Lodge #2212  Anthony Riolo 5/23/2025
5 Vincent Linguanti Lodge #2212  Joseph Costanzo 9/4/2025
5 Vincent Linguanti Lodge #2212  Dennis 0'Connell 10/23/2025
1 Constantino Brumidi Lodge Michael DiBella 6/2025
1 Constantino Brumidi Lodge Priscilla Contino 12/12/2025
5 Rockland Lodge #2176 Lou Maiello 12/21/2025
2 Cellini Lodge #2206 Maryann Strata 12/29/2025
2 John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 Marie Dellavecchia 1/13/2026
5 Rockland Lodge #2176 Anthony DiPrima 1/22/2026
1 Daughters of Columbus Ldg. #1666 Kathleen (Kitty) Walsh 2/3/2026
1 Constantino Brumidi Lodge Anthony Pattay 1/21/2026

/ =:F'rom the ftﬁ'tor ) cﬁesff

So members, how does my paper get to you. It starts with a due date and
an initial setup after the previous issue. By the first week about half the
pages are set, articles entered and pictures placed. By the end of the
second week, all items have been proofed and | make this ‘note’ the last
item, so | can put in any last pieces of news before it goes to the printer.
Once it goes to the printer, they do their thing, that takes a few days and
then it may be a while to get to you based on the mail system. However,
now we have a website that will have a dedicated tab for the Golden Lion and will show the
newest issue usually before you receive the hard copy. In addition, the QR Code on the
cover page is another way to get you to the site.

So here is the last bit of news as | write. The Winter Olympics were held in the Order’s ansce-
tral home of ltaly (specifically Milan/Cortina). We were 2nd in medal count (Italy was 3rd) and
the US Hockey Team had just beat Canada in overtime! Which, team - Mens or Women?
Both! The odds of both teams winning by the same score to the same country, in overtime,
defys the odds. For those that remember the Mens Hockey Miracle Team of 1980, you may
have been as excited and proud with these wins and these players in hockey and all the
events we particpated in these games. This is especially elating as we are marking the kick-
off to the 250th anniversary of our great country. This should be a great celebratory year;
indeed the White House is even going to restore a ‘hero’ Columbus statue.

As Vice-Chair of the Gift of Sight, | want to thank my Chair, Mary Naccarato, as she steps
down for all the work we did together and with her leadership to fulfill the mission of this State
charity. | want to welcome Mary Ann DeCostanzo as the new Chair, with whom | am already
working diligently with. To Michele Sewitch, who has stepped down doing her Mangia arti-
cles, thank you for all your yummy recipes - all the best to you all.

Hopefully, we will be able to get links in the newpaper onling, if not here are two you can type
in on your computer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tj40CgGpUU. This is called ‘30
Foods Italian Immigrants ACTUALLY Ate in 1920s Little Italy, NY’ and is an excellent watch;
https://www.youtube.com/live/jHSv5kdqMG0?si=YVvZk-8URy8gMI-w - this is a link to
youtube of Albert Fiori of Endicott Lodge #443, who took 5th place at the Brno Czech
Republic World Championship of Para Trapshooting

So let’s get ready for March Madness Installations and Spring as | watch the major blizzard
hit my area and much of the northeast. For those of you living, snowbirding or vacationing at
this time - enjoy the warmer weather.

Buon Pasqua Tutti,

Mk A Foiimiple
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FroM YOUR STATE CHAPLAIN
By Fr. Anthony Saliba

The Dome of Santa Maria del Fiore in
Florence: A Monument to Italian Genius

There are places that leave a permanent mark on
one’s mind and heart. Florence, in Italy, is certainly
one of them for me. | had the privilege of studying
there for two years, and during that time | was con-
stantly drawn, almost daily, to one extraordinary
sight: the dome of the Cathedral of Santa Maria del
Fiore, called also “il Duomo di Firenze.” No matter
how often | saw it, | was always amazed. It is, with-
out hesitation, one of the wonders of the world and
a powerful testimony to the genius of the Italian
people.

For those who have never been to Florence - or for
those who once visited and may have forgotten the
details - it is difficult to appreciate just how bold this
achievement truly was. The cathedral itself was
begun on September 8, 1296, following designs by
Arnolfo di Cambio. From the very beginning,
Florence intended to build a church that would sur-
pass all others in size and beauty. Yet one problem
loomed for generations: how to cover the enormous
octagonal crossing with a dome larger than any
constructed since antiquity.

By the early 15th century, the walls of the cathedral
stood complete, but the space above them
remained open to the sky. The span was simply too
wide for traditional building methods. Massive
wooden scaffolding, used for centuries, would have
required more timber than was available in all of
Tuscany. The project seemed impossible, until
Filippo Brunelleschi entered the scene.

In 1418, the Opera del Duomo announced a public
competition for the design of the dome.
Brunelleschi, trained as a goldsmith rather than a
conventional architect, proposed a daring and
unconventional solution. Construction of the dome
began in 1420, under his direction, and continued
for sixteen years. On March 25, 1436, the dome
was officially completed, and later that same year,
on March 25, 1436, Pope Eugene IV consecrated
the cathedral, a date chosen deliberately, as it
marked the Florentine New Year and the Feast of
the Annunciation.

What Brunelleschi achieved remains astonishing
even today. The dome of Santa Maria del Fiore is
the largest masonry dome ever built, rising approx-
imately 114.5 meters (376 feet) from the ground to
the lantern. It was constructed without steel rein-
forcement, without modern cranes, and without
contemporary engineering formulas. Brunelleschi
devised a double-shell structure: an inner and outer
dome connected by ribs. He also introduced the

FR. ANTHONY SALIBA
NEW YORK OSIA STATE CHAPLAIN

now-famous herringbone brick pattern, which
allowed the structure to support itself as it rose.

Beyond architecture, Brunelleschi also invented
new machines specifically for this project, including
hoists and cranes powered by oxen. These mecha-
nisms were so advanced back then that Leonardo
da Vinci later studied and sketched them. This was
Italian ingenuity at its finest: creative, practical, and
fearless in the face of the impossible.

The lantern crowning the dome was added later, fol-
lowing Brunelleschi’'s designs, and was completed
in 1471, after his death on April 15, 1446. Even
then, his vision guided the final work. The dome we
see today is essentially the dome he imagined and
built with astonishing precision.

Standing beneath the dome of Santa Maria del
Fiore, one feels both humbled and uplifted. It draws
the eyes and the soul upward. From the outside, its
red tiles dominate the Florentine skyline; from the
inside, its vastness opens like the heavens. It is not
merely a technical triumph, but a deeply human
one, uniting faith, beauty, mathematics, and
courage.

For us, members of the Order Sons and Daughters
of Italy, this dome is more than a famous landmark.
It is a symbol of our heritage. It reminds us that
talian culture shaped the modern world through
vision and perseverance. The same spirit that
raised this dome in the 15th century crossed oceans
in later centuries, building families, communities,
churches, and institutions wherever Italians settled.

Even today, nearly six hundred years after its com-
pletion, architects and engineers continue to study
the dome of Santa Maria del Fiore, still marveling at
how it stands: solid, balanced, and enduring.
Florence has changed, the world has changed, but
the dome remains.

Whenever | think of Florence, | see that dome rising
above the city, quietly proclaiming a timeless truth:
true genius does not shout; it endures. And in that
dome, we see the enduring genius of Italy itself.

As we enter the 250th Anniversary of the
United States of America - God Bless America!

Corrections: November - December: none

note: please let the Editor know if you see a substantive error in a current issue.
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Mary Naccarato Steps Down After
Many Successful Years as Chair

A History of the New York State
OSDIA Gift of Sight Committee

At the January 2026 Plenary Session Mary
Naccarato, chairperson of the OSDIA Gift of
Sight Committee, announced her resignation.
Mary was originally appointed chairperson of
the committee by President Robert Ferrito in
2017, following 4 years as the New York State
Cooley’'s Anemia Chairperson, appointed by
State President Joseph Rondinelli. The Gift of
Sight Committee (GOS) is an arm of the NYS
OSDIA Sons and Daughters of lItaly
Foundation, Inc. Established in 1982. The
Mission of the Gift of Sight is to provide medical
and financial assistance to individuals of all
ages who are blind or visually impaired and pro-
mote partnerships with other organizations pro-
viding direct services.

Mary’s commitment to the GOS was deeply
personal. Her brother, Raymond, lost an eye at
the age of 21 due to a rare congenital illness. In
addition, she worked with the blind and visually
impaired during her forty-year career as an
Occupational Therapist. During her tenure as
chairperson, she took great pride in strengthen-
ing the committee and expanding the number of
organizations it supported.

Mary especially cherished the Helen Keller
Camp Day, the committee’s signature event
held each July. The Camp Day provided enter-
tainment and activities for the Camp students,
thereby enhancing their enjoyment and
engagement. The children availed themselves
to a full day of a variety of field games, Italian
Trivia, face painting, trackless trains, creative
painting and a huge bouncy house. One of the
campers commented “this is better than (Six
Flags) Great Adventure.”

Under Mary’s leadership, the GOS hosted eight
very successful luncheons, each recognizing a
distinguished ophthalmologist and two hon-
orees for their charitable contributions. A mem-
orable moment occurred in 2025, when a
Paralympic gold medalist Anastasia Pagonis
addressed the attendees, sharing her inspiring
journey of overcoming blindness and achieving

international athletic success at the 2021
Paralympic Games in Tokyo.

In December 2024, the committee donated
$20,000 to the Institute for the Blind, in the
Bronx, an organization founded in 1831. The
GOS has made five $6,000 donations to spon-
sor Guide/Service Dog which allowed them to
name 5 dogs: Luce, Corragio, Vista, Occhio
and Chiara. During her tenue, and under two
OSDIA Presidents, Anthony Naccarato and
Arthur Spera, two large transport vans were
donated — to American VetDog and Vision
Center respectively.

Additionally, the GOS has made annual $5,000
donations to Vision Center NYC so that two
children and their families could attend a camp
to hone their skills of daily living. GOS also
made an annual $5,000 donation to the
National Education and Leadership (NELA) din-
ner so that blind and visually impaired Veterans
could attend the event. Contributions were also
made to the Long Island State Veterans Home
and the Northport VA Low Vision program. An
annual donation of $1,500 was made to the
Beep Baseball Team - a group of adults who
play baseball using a ball that emits a sound.
An annual grant of $1,500 was also made to a
deserving ltalian American student who was
blind or visually impaired.

Mary leaves with a heavy heart, but she does
so with confidence that the committee will con-
tinue its important mission under new and com-
petent leadership. She is thankful for the oppor-
tunity to have served for the 13 years between
Cooley’s Anemia and The Gift of Sight, and she
looks forward to spending more time with her
husband, Tony, and her family. Mary will always
hold a deep affection for the Gift of Sight
Committee and the Foundation it represents.
Mary is also very thankful to President Spera for
granting making her GOS Emeritus.

Editor’s Note: As Vice Chair|
of the Gift of Sight, picked
by Mary, | appreciated the
teamwork and focus on the
mission from the time | start-
ed in 2021. Thank you Mary
Naccarato.

The Guglielmo Marconi
Lodge #2232 delivered 75
stuffed Christmas stockings
to the Long Island State
Veterans Home at Stony
, Brook University in
. December. Pictured left to
¥ | right: Co-chair Irma Jacinto,
Recreational Director
Michelle, Chair and First
Lady Vicky Canestro with her
. Grandson Anthony
Meadows, who collected an
additional 4 large cartons of
' items in his neighborhood for
! the Veterans.

- =

- L ; e - s = '
Stella D'Oro Lodge #1736- we all came together for ourAnnuaI‘Epiphany Luncheon at Mangia Restaurant
in Cortland, NY. We enjoyed a wonderful Italian Feast and we also collected non-perishables for our local food
pantry. President Linda Riccardi gave a year end summary and the nominating committee presented the slate
of Officers. Pictured I-r: 1st Row: Cesaria Pizzola, Sue Pimm, Carmela Pizzola, Josephine Mironti, Linda
Riccardi President, Delores Heller, Jeannie Everton. 2nd Row: Mika Pizzola, Cynthia Perelka, Terri Piombo,
Adrienne Passeri, Angela Ostrander, Hannah Ostrander, Kate O’Connell, Diana Miller, Ann Finamore, Sheila
Ossit 3rd Row: Kathy Cole, Donna Marx, Lorraine Fox, Charlene Gabriel, Kim Casullo, Stephanie Passeri-
Densmore. 41 Row: Sarah Dozoretz NYS Trustee, Mark Dozoretz NYS Correspondence Secretary, Joanna
Call, Alice Caughey, Liz Cole, Nicole Riccardi.
. : '
1.
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John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 held its annual All Souls Remembrance Mass in November. This signifi-
cant event provides an opportunity for Lodge members and the community to come together in prayer and
reflection. The ceremony took place at St. Peter of Alcantara Church in Port Washington, with Rev. Msgr.
Robert J. Clerkin serving as the Celebrant. This gathering allowed members to honor and pray for those who
have passed away. At the Mass, the lives of one hundred fifty deceased individuals - including former Lodge
members, family, and friends - were remembered. A meaningful candle lighting ceremony was held in which
the names of the deceased were read aloud. Donations collected were distributed to the Outreach Programs
at both Our Lady of Fatima Church and St. Peter of Alcantara Church. A photo accompanying this section
shows the attendees gathered at the event.

Stella D'Argento Lodge #1916 - Community Outreach: Hats,
& Mittens, Gloves and Scarves. Donation to MacArthur Elementary
School. Photo (above) with Sonjah Howard, Connie Giardina,
President Charlene Jones. Castle Gardens Nursing Home (left) - lap

4 e LY

The Joe DiMaggioLodge #2248 brightened the holidays for the residents of th Taconic, Avalon, and
Lutheran Care Nursing Homes when they visited and sang festive songs. It was a heartwarming experience
for all.
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LocAL LODGES - WHAT’S HAPPENING

Congratulations to Sister Regina Pasqualino

John Michael Marino
Lodge #1389

=L It was with great enthusiasm
ity | - .. that Lodge Vice President

. . Lisa Velotti and Trustee Maria
Cavallaro were celebrated as
Members of the Year 2025 at
the Lodge’s well-attended
\ Christmas Party. The award is
/ a decades long annual tradi-
tion. Throughout the past
ear, these two officers have
consistently  demonstrated
M exceptional dedication, inno-
vation, and leadership that
have significantly contributed
= {0 the Lodge’s success and
the organization’s mission.
Pictured in the photograph is
Maria  Cavallaro, Lodge
President Anthony Cavallaro,
and Lisa Velotti.

= i s, - i L
Per Sempre Lodge #2344 2025 Member of Year Award Recipient!
Pictured left to right: Committee Member Sister Gloria Stingone,
Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270 - IPP and cur- Committee Chair Sister Eleanor Jobbagy, Sister Regina Pasqualino, .
rent State Trustee, Vincent Giannantonio receives and Lodge President Robert Baccari. Sister Regina, our cherished La \ ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN AM ERICA
an award for his service to the lodge and Order. A Bafana, exemplifies dedication, pride, and service. She is deeply !
certificate (pictured) and a commemorative brick Proud of her ltalian heritage and culture which she shares with warmh, ; ROCKLAND (LODGE HO. 2176 6
was purchased at the Garibaldi Meucci Museum enthusiasm, and respect, enriching our Lodge. Congratulations once - QROANIZED 1968
in his honor. again to Sister Regina! :
=l The John Dabbene ltalian Heritage Essay
Contest, named in memory of Commission for
Social Justice (CSJ) and Garibaldi-Meucci
Museum Past Chairperson John Dabbene.

4 Sisters Olivia and Sofia Conway were each
+\ 'selected District Il essay contest winners. Their
mom Diana Staccone Conway and Grandfather
Mario Staccone are members of the John
Mlchael Marino Lodge #1389. Ninth grader

Staccone. Of note was her comment “My & )=
“““INonna’s guidance has inspired me to embrace On February 5th, Rockland Lodge #2176 hosted a Student of the Month celebration. Students are
not only my ltalian culture, but myself.” Eleventh nominated by their teachers for outstanding academic achievement as well as their dedication to the
g grader Sofia wrote about her Nonno Mario study of Italian language and culture. Congratulations to all of the award recipients!
Staccone and noted ‘I am forever grateful to have experienced that trip {to my Nonno’s hometown in Italy} as it opened
my eyes to a different way of life, one that does not revolve around constant work, but family, relationships, culture and a
sense of community.” Pictured in the photo I-r: CSJ Executive Board Member Marianne Bortone Prince, Lodge President
Anthony Cavallaro, Sofia Conway, Olivia Conway, Diana Staccone Conway, and Mario Staccone.

Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro
Lodge #2319 - Kudos
to the Islip Middle
School. Under the
| COLUMBUS ESSAY enthusiastic direction |

CONTEST WINNER of 7th grade

Italian/Spanish
RECOGNIZED teacher Giovanna

Stanco, the school
presented their
Second Annual Italian
Fall Festival.
Approximately 200
students and parents
gathered to view the
informational posters

created by the Italian

students, play games, —
listen to music, eat
and have fun cele-

brating Italian culture.

Ahighlight of Loggia Glen Cove
#1016’s January membership
| meeting was the recognition of
Giada Settino, a senior at North
Shore High School, who was
honored as the winner of the
school's  Columbus  Essay
Contest. Her essay thoughtfully
¥ explored the legacy and histori-

yvcal impact of Christopher
Columbus. Pictured left to right:
President Marisa Cipriano Gambino; Giada Settino; and Giada’s parents, Allison and Anthony Settino.

- . — _ The CSJ contributed 4
o " Anniversary: Married for 50 years - Charlie and Lynn DiPrima; married to the event by providing bookmarks and information to the students. Pictured are 7th grade
f - for 20 years - Joseph A. and Andrea Gallo (see back page) Spanish teacher Michelle Vilkas, 7th grade Italian/Spanish teacher and Italian Club advisor
g ~ Giovanna Stanco, CSJ District 1 Chairperson Geraldine lannello Graham, high school Spanish

teacher Linda Gallelli, Coordinator of ENL and World Languages Rabis Hirji and high school
Italian teacher Pina Prainito. All participated in making the Italian Festival a huge success.

Nuptial and Natal Announcements Section

¢Please send me your announcements of marriages or milestone anniversaries (25th, 50th etc.) or of new births. This should only be a marriage of a member sent by the member. In addition, if a member has a new arrivaI,E
+that is, their son or daughter or a grandparent having a new grandson or granddaughter; send me an announcement. For marriages: the name of the member(s) namely, bride and groom, the date of the wedding and the}
:full lodge name and number. For births: birthdate (height and weight optional), name of parents or grandparents, one or more which is an OSDIA member and the full lodge name and number. Email me, Golden Lion Editors
.at mavleonedoro@gmail.com with the subject line stating marriage or birth announcement. The announcement (and photo if you like) will subsequently go in the Golden Lion Newspaper. :
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The New York State CSJ extends our
best wishes to all our brothers and sisters
health and happiness each and every
day.

National CSJ President John Fratta
received a response to the letter sent to
the President and CEO of the New York
Public Library. In his response, he states
that both branches mentioned in our let-
ter did participate in Italian Heritage
Month with displays featuring books
about Italy and the Italian-American
Experience and one branch offered an
Italy themed craft program for children.

The CEO goes on to say that many
requests are received to display or dis-
tribute material and to be considered for
display and distribution that material
must satisfy certain criteria and offer free
community services and events. He stat-
ed the material we presented did not
meet that criteria.

The Columbus Monument in Washington
DC is in need of major repair. The foun-
tain has been broken for two decades.
Representative Rulli and Senator Cruz
proposed legislation that would transfer
responsibility of the monument from the
Department of Transportation to the
Department of the Interior. This transfer
would be more fitting to manage and
oversee the monument and fountain.

The National Park Service/National Mall
and Memorial Parks in Washington was
awarded almost $12 million from the
Department of the Interior to complete
restoration of the fountain.

Congressman Mike Rulli introduced bill
HR 5739 - ltalian Heroes and Heritage
Act - that would preserve Columbus Day

COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE g
J MESSAGE FROM CSJ CHAIRPERSON ELEANOR JOBBAGY _ J

and the achievements of Italian
Americans. If passed, the bill would pro-
hibit federal funds to be distributed to any
state or local government that replaces
Columbus Day with Indigenous Peoples’
Day.

The Bills Mafia, a large and passionate
fanbase of the Football Buffalo Bills, sup-
port replacing Columbus Day with
Indigenous Peoples’ Day while sporting
an unflattering name glorifying organized
crime. On a national level, 2nd vice
President Mark DeNunzio wrote a letter
to an Italian Group in Buffalo asking why
they are not acting on this bigotry of
ltalian Americans. We will keep you
apprised of any information we receive
on this subject.

The 2026 La Bella Lingua Award
Program began in January with the CSJ
Liaisons in each district mailing letters
and applications to all high schools in
their district that offer Italian Language
Courses. The ltalian Language Teacher
is asked to select one of their most qual-
ified graduating seniors who has com-
pleted three years of the Italian
Language. All completed applications
must be submitted no later than March
15 to the District Liaison who will then
meet with the selection committee to
select one recipient for their district. The
recipient from each district will receive a
$500 check. Many thanks to La Bella
Lingua Award Chairperson MaryAnn
Rispoli and the entire committee for their
work on this.

The Louis J. Gallo Memorial Columbus
Award is open to students in the 111 and
12th grades who are either the child,
grandchild, niece or nephew of a lodge
member in good standing. The applicant
must select a myth about Columbus and
prove it wrong. The submission can
either be as an essay or video. There will
be four awards presented across the
state — 18t - $800.00; 2Nd - $500; 3" -
$300 and 4t - $200. Al submissions are
due June 1, 2026. This award was insti-
tuted in 2025 by CSJ District 3
Chairperson Andrew llliano.

CSJ Executive Board Member Vince
Marmorale  continues to  make
presentations of his documentary — My

ltalian Secret, The Forgotten Heroes. On
April 16, in recognition of Holocaust
Remembrance Day, Vince will present his
film at the Merrick Road Golf Course.
Tickets are free and are available through
the Town of Hempstead Cultural Events
Department.

The students at North Shore High School
were given an assignment for [talian
Heritage Month. They could either write
about what it meant to be Italian or
Christopher Columbus. While her class-
mates chose to write about what it meant
to be Italian, Giada Settino chose to write
about Christopher Columbus.  Without
printing her entire essay, here are just a
few highlights from that essay.

* Columbus Day is one of the most
important days for Italian Americans

* For ltalians, Columbus represented
ethnic pride when ltalians faced per-
secution in the United States

+  Columbus was a symbol of Italian
heritage and the journey of Italians to
the United States.

* Columbus Day was formed in
response to anti-ltalian sentiments
and pride during President Harrison’s
Administration

+  While there is controversary today
with the holiday, Columbus Day is
widely celebrated by ltalians in
America because of the cultural rea-
sons it has for them. They say it sig-
nifies their place in American society,
and the resilience and bravery
Columbus gave them.

Giada's essay was provided by Loggia
Glen Cove President Marisa Gambino.
With young adults like Giada providing

positive information about Columbus and
why the Columbus holiday is so impor-
tant to ltalian Americans, our future
seems to be in good hands.

Many thanks to each of you who partici-
pated in the CSJ 2026 Super Bowl! Pool.
Congratulations to the winners: 1St quar-
ter -Geoff Gerbore; half time — Sei Stelle;
3 quarter - Anthony Rotoli; and final
score — Michael Ruggiero. | would also
like to thank Tony Rotoli for handling this
for the CSJ. A job well done!

The CSJ will now include a link on our
website to the Celebrated Authors of
OSDIA Committee. This new committee,
chaired by Patricia Edick, is certainly
positive image and we are happy to bring
more awareness to the committee and
individual authors.

Our 2026 luncheon will be held on June
14 at Russo’s on the Bay. To date, our
honorees will be State Immediate Past
President Biagio Isgro and Past CSJ
Chairman John Fratta.

| would like to thank the CSJ Executive
Committee and all CSJ Liaisons for their
involvement and dedication. We extend
our sincere thanks to New York State
President Arthur Spera for his strong
support.

Fraternally,

Jfleanor Jobbagy [=]

http://www.columbusthetruth.org
http://www.0.org

=]

Three of the four ltalian Heritage Essay Contest winners were submitted by the Perry Como Lodge #2846.
The grade 9 winner was James Sheridan, grade 12 winner Julianna Lucie and grade 11 winner Ethan Rankin.
Pictured with the winners are (seated) IPP Frank Bonosoro, 1st VP Bob Kachuba, and Financial Secretary Fran
Conte. Standing behind the winners are President Joseph Ferrandina, Orator Charlie Lucie and CSJ District 1
Chairperson Geraldine lannello Graham.
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Message from GMM Co-Chairperson
Marianne Bortone Prince

Garibaldi-Meucci Museum President,
CEO, and Chairperson Joseph Sciame
extends his warmest wishes for a happy
and healthy New Year to all members of
the Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in
America. During his months of recupera-
tion, | have had the privilege of many con-
versations with Joseph that have been
inspirational on countless levels. The
words that consistently come to my mind
are “courage, strength, determination,
and perseverance.” Joseph is deeply
grateful for the ongoing outpouring of
support he has received. Once again, |
wish to express our deep appreciation for
your kindness, thoughtfulness, and
prayers.

Thanks to the marvelous coordination

RESERVED FOR JOE SCIAME’S RETURN

GARIBALDI-MEUCCI
MUSEUM (GMM)
420 Tompkins Avenue

Staten Island, New York 10305

718-442-1608

garibaldimeuccimuseum.com

By Comm. Joseph Sciame, T
GMM CEO/Chair & / f_’ \
President, Sons of Italy ' é‘:

Foundation >

Haen

efforts of GMM Events Coordinator and

National Overseer Carol Berardi, this edi-
tion of The Golden Lion features a robust
lineup of engaging events, presentations,
and exhibits. Please refer to the
Upcoming Events section for a complete
listing.

Our popular Art History Classes resumed
on February 3. Jtalian Language and
Opera classes will begin again on March
2nd Mark your calendars for our annual
and much-loved Feast of St. Joseph
Celebration, set for Tuesday, March 17th
at 3:00 PM. For full details on all upcom-
ing events, please visit the GMM website
at garibaldimeuccimuseum.com.

We are excited to announce that the long-
awaited initiative to rename two streets
facing the Museum—Chestnut Avenue
and Tompkins Avenue—to Antonio

Meucci Way and Giuseppe Garibaldi
Way is about to become a reality. This
achievement is the result of the incredible
efforts of GMM Advisor Dr. Frances
Cursio, a member of the Fr. Vincent
Capodanno Lodge #212 and the
Celebrated Authors of NYS OSDIA. Dr.
Cursio successfully championed this
cause, and the official renaming ceremo-
ny will take place on Saturday, April 18,
2026, at 1:00 PM. Everyone is invited to
attend, and light refreshments will be
served on the museum grounds following
the ceremony.

Our amazing Annual Young Inventors
Competition, ~ chaired by  School
Programs Coordinator AnnMarie Cicero,
is now open to students in grades 3
through 8 from Long Island and New York
City public schools, including those who
are homeschooled. Letters were mailed
to schools in early February, and entries
are due by May 1, 2026. Winners will be
announced at the Staten Island Technical
High School in mid-May.

The 2026 "$1 Dollar Challenge”, con-
ceived by National Overseers MA Co-
Chairs Angelo and Carol Rossi, is an
exciting new fundraiser designed to gen-
erate essential operating funds for the
museum through individual contributions
of $1.00 from each OSDIA Lodge member

across the United States. This campaign
will run through March 31, 2026, with
details distributed in the February NYOS-
DIA Presidents Package.

The National Lodges with the highest per-
centage of members contributing will be
recognized as winners. The name(s) of
the winning Lodge(s) will be published in
ltalian America Magazine, and a com-
memorative plaque will be placed in the
foyer of the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum.

We are also excited to announce three
upcoming events on lIsola, Caprera,
Sardinia, ltaly. Arch. Sergio Cappai,
Director of Musei Garibaldini di Caprera,
has extended an invitation for OSDIA
members to attend extraordmary events
to commemorate the 170t Anniversary
of Casa Bianca and the 50t Anniversary
of Musei Garibaldini di Caprera: June
2”d, the most important and heartfelt cel-
ebration in Caprera, marking both
Garibaldi's death and lItaly’s Republic
Day; July 4" Garibaldi's birthday;
September 26th. 27th, European Heritage
Days, when the restoration of Casa
Bianca will be presented. For more infor-
mation, contact Dr. Frances Curcio at
frcurcio@aol.com.

Te=— o >

Perspective
By Prof. William J. Castello

Why does the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum exist?

nition that they deserve in American society. The general
picture of Italians in our nation is elther a desperate fam-
ily of refugees disembarking a ship in 1gth century New York or

B ecause our ethnicity and contributions require the recog-

identity for all Italians and must be preserved. The room Garibaldi took refuge in, the window
from which the world’s first telephone operated in 1853, and the stories of the heroes and sac-
rifices made by our ancestors are available to all.

The museum is the showcase and entry point to the real stories that helped shape Italians
worldwide. This is why the museum exists. Please participate and support this precious gem.

(1) Philip Mazzei, Italian physician, merchant, and author; Britannica Editors Dec. 21, 2025, History;
(https:/iwww:.britannica.com/biography/Philip-Mazzei)https://www.britannica.com/biography/Philip-Mazzei

of mobsters glorified in the media. This is a distorted vision of
our ancestors and a mystery as to their origins. Most of our
heritage came to us at the Sunday dinner table from our elders
# and their personal journeys. The real facts of our origins, our
mother country, our heritage are not found in our history books

/ in this nation. The great Italian contributors to the science, art,

g / industry, banking, culture and politics that built this country are,

at best, footnotes in this nation’s story.

Italians have been very influential in our history. Thomas Jefferson’s close friend, Philip
Mazzei(q), from the divided ltalian Peninsula, inspired the author of the Declaration of
Independence with his ideas on democracy, liberty and many of the tenets that rule us today.
Garibaldi hung a portrait of George Washington oy over every desk he wrote upon as inspira-
tion to unify Italy. He studied his manner of battle and utilized it to conquer the foreign nations
that divided Italy. Garibaldi’s triumphant Red Shirts were asked to join President Lincoln’s
Union and did. Did you study these facts in your history classes?

The Garibaldi-Meucci Museum exists to preserve chapters of History long neglected. The
story of Italy’s rise to be one of the greatest nations in the world is told with the story of
Garibaldi. The story of precious contributions to this nation and the bigotry and adversities
experience by the Italian diaspora in America is within the narration of Meucci’s triumphs and
defeat. These and many other chapters of our history are carefully preserved and taught in
our small 184-year-old cottage on a non-descript corner of New York City’s forgotten borough
of Staten Island. The museum is the showcase of all the values OSDIA represents. It exists
as an eternal flame for Italians of all nations to visit and understand that their history lives on.

The museum has become an officially recognized charity by our National organization in order
to preserve, utilize and expand upon this treasure. It offers research, education, culture, and

(2) Hero of Two Worlds: Adam Goodheart; The Opinion Pages, New York Times; December 4, 2010;
https://archive.nytimes.com/opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/12/04/hero-of-two-worlds/

Philip Mazzei
Patriot Remembmd

William J. Castello is a Past President (2018- 2023) of the Fr. Vincent Capodanno Lodge #212. He is a former
GMM Commissioner and the historian and artist in residence.

¥~ Stamp and portrait of Philip Mazzei on left and
Garibaldi Meucci Museum above.

Al
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NEW YORK OSDIA NEWS
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_.—"~"TNEW YORK STATE WEBSITE IS BACK!| ~"~._
-7 NYSOSDIA.ORG ~.

]

.

.~/ How It Helps the Golden Lion Newspaper and Members Reading It. ™ "~.

/ v The Golden Lion has its own Menu Tab (see cover page in this issue) \
/ v It will normally be up on the website before you receive by mail \

/ v/ Should you not receive the paper you can always go to the website which will have back \
i issues starting with the November-December 2025 issue ,

v You can use this as a marketing tool to recruit new members, not only by showing the /'
. newpaper, but all the tabs and content on the website .
. v/ The QR code is back! On the front page, so scan it from the hard copy or website .
. v' And | am working with Web crew to have hyperlinks work to bring you to other web pages A

The 2026 Winter Olympics - Milan and Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy (Milan Cortina)

The winter olympics were being held in Italy this year, at Milan Cortina 2026. As of this
writing the U.S. and Italy were second and third in medal count, respectively. Norway
was leading. Congratulations to our home country and our ancestors country in games
well played. And to all participant countries.

Tony Naccarato Speaks at Fourth Annual Italian American
Legacy Lecture Held at the Italian-American Museum in DC

Below is a Facebook post by the President Franceso
Isgro capturing the essence of NYS Grand Lodge
Past President, Anthony Naccarato.

The entire article can be read in the Voce ltaliana
Washington DC December issue. This took place at
the Italian American Museum and Cultural Center -
Washington, DC. last October.

Congratulations Tony on being recognized for your
lifetime work

Our thanks to F. Anthony Naccarato,
Company Chairman of the Seafarers
International Union and the Maritime
Maritime Officers Pension and Welfare

try, for sharing his “Personal Reflections as
an ltalian American” at our Fourth Annual
Italian American Legacy Lecture. His story
linked in a touching way to the story of
Gaetano De Santis who came to the United
States as a stowaway, and for whom the
lecture series is now renamed. Naccarato’s
story follows the paths of many ltalians who
against all odds achieved the American
Dream. The lecture was held before a full
house in the Giovanni Falcone Law and
Justice Room, and made us all proud to be
Americans of Italian heritage.

preserving the "tears, pain, estrangement,

and loneliness" alongside the courage of
Italian ancestors.

He described the journey of many ltalians
overcoming, sometimes as stowaways, to
build a better life.

He paid tribute to the unique skills Italian
Americans used to build and beautify
America.

His stories were deeply personal, highlight-
ing the journey of Italian Americans from
humble beginnings to success.

Funds, and a legend in the maritime indus- -

; i i .
Naccarato highlighted the importance of Tony and Mary with President & CEO, Italian American

Museum in Washington DC, Francesco Isgro.

- your Editor, Mark A. Ventimigliy/ 7

-/
-/
.
.-

LocAL LODGE INITIATION '

The Constantino Brumidi
Lodge #2211
initiated nine New Members at their
February General Membership
Meeting. New Members Standing
Back Row: Anthony Deliz, Michael
D’Ambrosio, Susan Anne Capone,
Lorenzo Abbatiello. Middle Row:
Rosemary Hollander, Randi
D’Ambrosio, Barbara Garcia, Carol
Rosenthal, Ronald Braco. Pictured
= Seated are Membership Chair Lucille
8 Romanello, Lodge President Cathy
Lamberti, District Deputy Tony Izzo
and District | Trustee Tony Rotoli.

2 - — ! '
On February 12" Cellini Lodge #2206 Celebrated Carnevale at Clinton Martin Park. Masked guests were
treated to multiple homemade dishes ‘made with love’ by Lodge members and danced to music provided by
New Hyde Parks very own ‘EJ the DJ'. Along with the numerous homemade desserts guests were also treated
to traditional Struffoli or ‘honey balls’ made expressly for us by our friends at Sweet Treats! Committee Chairs
Lenny Mancuso and Lee Anne Pallisco (both on far right) express their heartfelt thanks to all who participated
and are looking forward to next year’s celebration.
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2026 Winter Charity DBall

Christmas and Holiday Fun at the Lodges

If you have Two Befana, Are They Befani?

1
[

o,

Cellini Lodge #2206 - had a surprise visitor durin i . : :

: i~ . its weekly Tuesday night Italian class conducted by o 1 @ u=- W .,‘_-
Past President of the Sgt. Basilone Leonardo Mancuso. None other than La Befana The Joe DiMaggio Lodge #2248 - hosted its annual Christmas Party for the children and grandchildren of members. After
L°ﬁ'9° #2442” Luisa Potenza in costume (Marion Pizzo) flew in on her magical broom. After  enjoying crafts, lunch, desserts and a reading of “Strega Nona” by President Donna Torrisi, Santa and Mrs. Claus (Michael
as "La Befana” during the culture and her- - her arrival, La Befana and the class enjoyed treats, Engelhardt and Diana Scilippi) arrived with a sackful of gifts. Santa’s helpers, pictured left to right in the top row, are Ann

itage presentation at its General Meeting.  followed by several games of Tombola. Marie Bettina, Barbara Oakes, Lisa Macchiarola, Addie Cioli, Kelly Kelsey and Linda McAvoy.

ORDER SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA

CONSTANTINO BRUMIDI LODGE # 2211

Estabjed
1967

FRATERNTT

Stella D'Argento Lodge #1916 - Photo above, Christmas Party for Disabled individuals from Broome Develb'pmental - I. to right Tony
DiRienzo, President Charlene Jones, Anna Acquisto, Jean Vescio, Sarah Dozoretz, Rachelle Foley, Liz Pearce, Nancy Muggeo, Mary Grace
Silba. Photo right, Community Outreach - $250 Donation to Mercy House- I-r-Liz Pearce Chair, Angela Chaves Co-chair, Charlene Jones-
President.

|
tn»z—]mn-wﬂ:o)

LIBERTY
The Me‘rﬁl;éFglafl th‘e édnsténtino Brumidi Lodge #2211 gener-
ously donated Christmas gifts to a family in need from the Ss. Cyril SPIRIT
& Methodius Church community.
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Gift of Sight (GOS) Donates $40k Towards Van Purchase for VISIONS

On a cold, snowdrift December 15th morning, the Chairperson of the Gift of Sight, Mary Naccarato (on
her birthday), Vice-Chair, Mark A. Ventimiglia (your friendly Editor) and NYS Past President and Com-
mittee Member, Anthony Naccarato, met at a Bronx dealership to meet representatives of VISIONS/Ser-
vices for the Blind and Visually Impaired and hand over a generous check of $40,000 to aid in pur-
chasing a van for transporting the visually impaired.

Thanks to our luncheon, along with boosters, table sponsors, donations at Convention and separate
donations from members, friends and organizations, the GOS was able to do the charitable work of the
Order. VISIONS’ mission statement from its website states: ... is a nonprofit rehabilitation and social ser-
vice organization whose purpose is to develop and implement programs to:

- Assist people of all ages who are blind or visually impaired to lead independent and active lives in their
homes and communities.

- Educate the public to understand the capabilities and needs of people who are blind or visually impaired
so that they may be integrated into all aspects of community life.

Pictured directly below is Mary handing the check to two representatives with Mark and Tony on the
ends. Photo below that is the Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America and GOS logos after it was
placed on the van.

Thanks to everyone involved; your generosity is needed in the future and appreciated from the past.
Mark V - Editor

NYS Grand Lodge Charity Spotlight - Cancer Research
by Lina Ferrito - NYS Past 1st Lady

Joanne (Grossman) and | were thrilled when we were asked to be Chair and Co-Chair of Cancer
Research for OSDIA.

For many, “including ourselves,” cancer was not simply an illness, but a journey that tested every aspect
of our lives. The future seemed foggy and sometimes distant. There were moments when treatments felt
beyond any hope, when all procedures and side effects were exhausting. But even in those moments,
a kind word from a friend, a doctor’s optimism, or just waking up and deciding to keep going were all
you needed.

Cancer is a word that changes the shape of your life. It comes without warning and without mercy. It
interrupts routines, it interrupts your family and their routines and changes just about every facet of your
life. Cancer confronts fears you never could imagine. Yet something unexpected also happens, you
seem to develop a deeper understanding of strength, vulnerability, and the beauty of being alive.

Survival is now more about embracing a new way of life and to never look back. Life becomes different.
Ordinary moments like laughing with someone you love, looking at the sky ... become an unexpected
value. You actually learn to celebrate everything you once overlooked.

Survivorship is not just victory; it makes you feel gratitude and grief at the same time. You pray for more
days making memories with your family and loved ones. You also feel grief for the people who battled
alongside you but did not stay with us. You do however never really learn to stop the fear in the back of

your mind.

given.

Cancer may have marked a chapter in our lives that was frightening but it taught us that we are resilient
and we need to keep moving forward.

Being survivors taught us to have a renewed purpose to live with appreciation for every moment we are

The purpose of giving to cancer research is to keep the progress that is being made every day to help
improve the quality of life, increase survival rates and of course we can go on and on.

Joanne and | would like our first article to be a tribute to our dear friends who have survived and continue
their fight and to all those who we miss deeply!

LocAL LODGE
INITIATIONS

Father Capodanno Lodge #212
Back in November, the lodge initiated
new members. Lodge President Todd
B Cusato on left, new members, Pasquale
Guarnieri, Mario Bonviaggio Jr., Mary
DeRosa, Stephanie Prendergast, Emil

Coscarelli and Anna Maria Walsh. And
= [odge Deputy, Joey Fratta far right.

Keeping Italian Christmas
Traditions Alive
at the American Italian Heritage
Museum

By Prof./Cav. Philip J. DiNovo

PASQUA is the celebration of the Resurrec-
tion and the greatest of all Christian feasts.
For ltalians it has always been observed with
great ceremony. There are processions and
much spectacular pageantry, beginning with
Holy Thursday and culminating with Easter
Sunday. Many traditions and customs that
have grown up around the season are still
very much alive in ltalian and Italian-Ameri-
can homes.

My grandmother used to tell me that because
of the long, hard fast of Lent, it was traditional
to eat an egg in church when the bells rang at noon on Holy Satur-
day. On that day, also both fire and water are blessed and taken from
house to house.

EASTER DAY has many traditional foods. Often breakfast has a tra-
ditional menu, an Easter omelet (froscia), the eggs may be prepared
with different herbs or vegetables.

| have heard it said that the traditional Italian Easter dinner may be
the most festive of the whole year. Each member of the family
receives a piece of Easter bread. In my family, my grandmother
would make pupu cu 'ovu (doll with egg). It was made of sweet

dough cut into a design of a basket. An egg was placed on the
dough, and a dough cross was put over the egg and baked. The
cooled pupu cu l'ovu was then iced and multi-colored sugar crystals
were sprinkled over the iced cross. How we looked forward to going
to Grandma DiNovo'’s house for the treat each Easter! In some fam-
ilies, a huge ring of festive bread was surrounded completely with a
dozen or so of colored eggs. Often this very decorative ring is placed
on the Easter table as a center decoration. Sometimes the Easter
bread is shaped into bunnies or dolls.

The following are some of the Italian TRADITIONAL FOODS served
on Easter: baby lamb (agnellino) or suckling kid manicotti, roasted
artichokes, pickled vegetable, panzerotti alla Teramona, sauteed
spinach, and mixed salad.

FOR DESSERT there is a great variety of sweets: spumoni, cream
tartlets (cassatelle), Easter pie (pizza rustica di pasqua), Easter
dove (colomba pasquale, cannoli, cicerchiata, cream pasticcera,
macedonia di fruta, and perhaps a basket of piping-hot roasted
chestnuts.

THE WINE might be Asti Spumanti; Lambrosco di Sorbara, a
sparkling red wine from the vicinity of Modena; Trebbrano d’Abruzzo,
a light and slightly sparkling rose; or Prosecco di Conegliano, a
slightly sweet white wine frequently used for celebrations. The whole
meal might then end with coffee espresso with anisette, of course.

As usual with traditional foods, the customs that molded them repre-
sent mingling of sacred and profane. The whole raw egg baked in
dough, represents the eternal regenerations of nature after the
death of winter — one version of why eggs are used at Easter. A
Christian tradition was that the egg represented the tomb of Christ.
The lamb is another recurrent theme in the panoply of Easter. The
tradition of eating lamb or kid, goes back to the Hebrew Pesach
(Passover). The lamb was symbol of liberation for the ancient Jews,
the lamb for Christians represented the goodness of Christ.

In Italy Easter is prolonged on the Monday “in Albis” (also called Pas-
quetta — little Easter), with processions and manifestations of reli-
gious devotions and the traditional Easter Monday delicious picnic.

CARDS depicting spring scenes, flower-laden branches, doves, efc.,
are sent to relatives and friends during the Easter season. It is tradi-
tional to give children a chocolate egg adorned with ribbons and
wrapped in brilliantly colored paper. The egg must not be opened
before Easter Sunday; it contains a surprise, a toy or a trinket.

In our materialistic world, feelings of intense loneliness often occur
during the holidays. Many of us have wonderful memories of holi-
days of the past. What made them so precious and now so memo-
rable? If you reflect on that question, you will discover that our
If.e?thers and mothers of past generations had profound insights into
ife.

MARK TWAIN remarked on this insight soon after his arrival in Italy.
He saw an infectious change come over his own party of tourists.
“Day by day we lose some of our restlessness and absorb some of]
the spirit of quietude and ease that is in the tranquil atmosphere
about us and in the demeanor of the people. We grow wise. We
begin to comprehend what life is for.” To Henry James this mood of]
enjoyment of ages, “the philosophy of people who have lived long
and much, who have discovered no short cuts to happiness and no
effective circumventions of effort, and so have come to regard the
average lot as a ponderous fact that absolutely calls for a certain
amount of sitting on the lighter tray of the scales.”

Our ancestors have made a lasting impression on all peoples of the
world. When we return to our ltalian roots, we discover the wisdom
of the ages.

If you want a festive and memorable Pasqua, return to your roots
and celebrate it in the traditional Italian manner. Buona Pasqual!

|Prof/Cav. DiNovo, a member of the Gabriele D'Annunzio Lodge #321, Schenectady, New York dedicates his time and study to the Italian American communities in the U.S.
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LocAL LODGES

. A -d f
Columbus Lodge #2143 - some Columbus Lodge ladies from the Christmas party on 12/13/25. Everyone had

a great time and we had lots of laughs. Thank you Phil and Murray for a wonderful party. Buon Natale e Felice
Anno Nuovo!

1". 1 i r i 3

Uguaglianza / NE Bronx Lodge #83 - the spirit of Christmas filled the room at our combined meeting and hol-
iday celebration, which was truly bustling with joy on, December 18th at The Lobster Box in the Bronx, NY.
Our Lodge President, Lorraine Corsa, (Pictured 1st from the left) together with our Lodge Deputy, Marianne
Prince, (Pictured 2nd from the left), Orator, Ed Angelino, and IPP, Linda Cerbone proudly initiated our newest
member, Maria Cortese, Esq. (Pictured in the center). OSDIA Uguaglianza NE Bronx Lodge #83 is honored

to welcome Maria into our lodge. It was a beautiful evening and a perfect way to bring the year to a close.
J K . Cellini Lodge #2206 - the New Hyde Park Girls Varsity Basketball Team (the Gladiators) won their first round
playoff game by a score of, 66-29. New Hyde Park is where Cellini Lodge is incorporated and Michael Bello
Happy Passover \

(far right kneeling in photo) is the Coac

April 2 - April 9 e T B

Happy Easter
April 5
(April 12 - Orthodox)

Italians Celebrate
Easter Monday
Lunedi di Pasqua

6 9 : "
Pasquetta . : el | :
April 6 _ - T R e D g T : ,
Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2 alvin, along with members, Lorraine Conlin, John Alloggiamento, Rita Monte (camera shy), meet with Mr. Zagari
\\ f and the Wantagh H.S. Italian Club for annual food drive. The food is donated to St. Frances de Chantal food pantry.
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Coming to America,
My Immigrant Story

by Rose Cervone-Taylor

Editor’s  Note:  Contributing
writer, Marianne Bortone Prince
(left) gave her column space tor
Rose’s childhood memories
immigrating to America

It was 1966, summer, and
Anna Cozzolino Cervone
with her five children in
tow, flew to New York on an Alitalia Flight bound for
JFK to move her family across the world from
Naples, Italy to New York City, Brooklyn to be
specific. Her husband, Vittorio Cervone, had moved
two years prior to make a better life for his growing
family, so my mother decided to join him and packed
us all up; five children ages nine to two years old, me
being the oldest.

My dad was a tailor, owned a tailor shop in ltaly, and
my mother worked as a seamstress alongside him.
Upon his arrival in New York, he worked at Saks Fifth
Ave in Garden City, NY and became head tailor in the
men's department.

It took courage and grit, but my mother had all of ¥

was exciting, exhausting, and overwhelming, all at
the same time. | truly felt like a foreigner in a strange
land. | missed home. But seeing my father through
the crowd of many faces at the airport welcoming us
was amazing though and with open arms he
embraced us all into our new life, and we never have
looked back.

It has been fifty-nine years, and my home is now
here. | am a New Yorker through and through, and
love being an American. | am an immigrant and am
proud and grateful for my experience of coming to a
new country, but a piece of my heart will always be
in Italy.

Pictured below is my mom and dad at their wedding
along with my grandparents. The second photo of
me and my siblings was taken in ltaly. The last is our
passport photo and | am pictured to the left.

Rose Cervone-Taylor is a member of The Giovanni
Caboto Lodge #2372 and The Celebrated Authors of
NYS OSDIA.

that. At only twenty-nine years of age, she did not &=

flinch. She was determined to join her husband in

building a new life for all of us here in New York. It =%

was so long ago, and | was both excited and fright-
ened. | missed my father and wanted to be with him
again, but | also loved my grandparents, and extend-
ed family of aunts, uncles, and cousins, and my
country. | loved my ltalia and it was a bittersweet
moment in my life.

Anew language, a new culture, what would it be like,

| had no idea. | was being transplanted to a new |

land, where they killed presidents; John F.

Kennedy’s assassination three years prior was still *

etched in my young mind. Even as a small child, that
event | had heard about on the TV seemed so unreal
and wrong that it had happened. | was scared and

when my father announced to us kids that he was |

leaving for America, | internally screamed “no, they
kill presidents there.” | worried for his safety, but to
no avail, all was already in motion, and he would be

bk

going away in a few short months, on the Epiphany

no less. The day La Befana brings gifts for the chil-

dren who had been good all year. It was all so ironic, e

instead of presents, we would be instead losing our
father to this mystery land. Did that mean | had been
bad?

Then two years later, it was us leaving our world
behind, a world made up of beautiful summer days
spent at my grandmother’s house, on her balcony
overlooking the poppy fields and butterflies. | loved
living in Italy, | loved my country made up of commu-
nity, and family, and love. | even loved school and
my teachers, and fellow students. | did not know
what to expect, but my father was here in America,
and that was enough to make me want to leave the
world | loved behind, and travel to this new land. It
was in this new land that our family grew with the
birth of three more children.

| remember landing at JFK, at the International [™

Arrivals Building, so much anticipation and angst. It

Poetry ;P Poesia

Robert Savino is the
Past President of the,
Constantino Brumidi
Lodge #2211
and Suffolk County Poet
Laureate 2015-2017

April

Windows open to Spring

welcome fools to folly.

Easter’s festive purple apparel.

The first ball once thrown by DiMaggio.

Children search for the wink of firebugs.
Sparrows scratch in gutter clutter,
splatter and bathe in murky rainwater
of a birdbath fountain fisherman.

Clusters of rain showers

activate bulbs bulging underground

to unfold in rainbow array.

ltalian neighbors prepare for vegetable gardens.

The workday is harder to finish

and | am anxious for the light night

of a backyard Budweiser, redwood relaxation,
shadows of the past crossing in the rose of sunset.

Another season to measure pleasure,
prepare for the challenge of being a better me.

RIS

Finestre aperte alla Primavera

accolgono gli sciocchi nell'assurdita.

Il festoso abbigliamento viola di Pasqua.

La prima palla lanciata un tempo da DiMaggio.

Aprile

| bambini cercano I'occhiolino delle lucciole.

| passeri graffiano nello scompiglio delle grondaie,
schizzano e si lavano nell'acqua torbida

di una fontana per uccelli adornata da un pescatore.

Concatenazioni di acquazzoni

attivano bulbi che si espandono sottoterra
schierandosi a forma di arcobaleno.

| vicini italiani si preparano per gli orti.

La giornata lavorativa & piu ardua da concludere

e sono desideroso per la lieve notte

di un relax in cortile da Budweiser e sequoia,

ombre del passato che si incrociano nella rosa del tramonto.

Un'altra stagione per misurare il piacere,
prepararsi alla sfida di essere una versione migliore di me
stesso.

Translated by Jiziane Shemas Desoena

Author, Editor, Journalist
Winner of the OSDIA Literary Award (2019)

Robert & Tiziano are members of the NYSOSDIA Celebrated Authors

SAVE THE DATE - JUNE 14

NYOSDIA 44th Annual CSJ Brunch at Russo’s on the Bay, Howar
each, 12-4:30pm. Honoring State IPP Biagio Isgro and Past CS
Chairman John Fratta.
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NYOSDIA Grand Lodge Foundation

Golden Lion Awards Dinner

APRIL 24
Garden City Hotel - 7PM




OSDIA ON THE MoOVE

Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 - in November, Town of Hempstead Supervisor John Ferretti, hosted The
Italian Flag Raising Ceremony in attendance were, National OSDIA President, Thom Lupo, Hofstra Professor,
Josephine Maietta, Caboto members-Palma Pascarella, Janet & Lawrence Galvin.

== ==

In November, one of the trustees of the Garibaldi Lodge #2583 of Eastchester, Tiziano Thomas Dossena,
presented a report on "Giuseppe Garibaldi, the Hero of the Two Worlds" at his lodge, at the Eastchester Public
Library, and on Zoom at the Yonkers Library. The report covered the famous Italian general who achieved
many feats and ultimately helped unite Italy. In it, Dossena also emphasizes the importance of our Garibaldi-
Meucci Museum, and he encourages people to visit it. The report may be viewed on YouTube and is also
accessible through Lideamagazine.com, the magazine's online platform, of which Dossena is the Editorial

Director.

LEF
LIBERTY— EQUALITY— FRATERNITY

—
e

Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 - Red, White and Blue Pasta Night. The lodge celebrated veterans with dinner on November 6th. Pictured are veterans representing the branches of our armed forces. U.S. Army veterans:
Bill Macchiano, Ray Gwydir, Lou Fromisi, Anthony Cannello, George Garcia, Ed Hemp, Ron Fisher, Al Krauth, Tony Bilelllo, Jim Cerullo, Frank Damas, Sal Morturano, Armand Tarantelli, Al Schick. U.S. Navy veterans: Frank
D'Aversa, Grace Mehl, Ron Pacchiana, Michael Sweeney, Joe Otterstedt, John Curran, Wayne Crerend, Frank Damas. U.S. Marine Corps. veterans: Ray Wempe, Tim Roach, Tom Parish. U.S. Air Force: Frank Amalfitano,
John Kuroly, Don Howe. It is to be noted that Armand Tarantelli (center) is a U.S. Army veteran who served during WWII in the 14th Armored Division in Germany. Mr. Tarantelli celebrated his 100th birthday on October 26,

2025. Thank you, all, for your sacrifice and service. God bless you!
pE—

e H ="\
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e

Members of the Deer Park Community gathered for the Street Naming dedication ceremony in honor of Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Brother, Vincent DiPasquale. Vincent was honored for his decades of volunteerism
in various civic organizations and dedication to the community where his home street was renamed Vincent DiPasquale Boulevard.
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From The Celebrated Authors of NYSOSDIA

Why? Because...

By Salvatore Primeggia

Anyone hungry? Italian food in the

UNESCO spotlight
by Mike Cutillo

“You want to teach what?” “Why?” “For what purpose?” Those three questions were
rapid-fire responses to telling my chairperson at a local university that | wanted to create
and teach a course entitled, “The ltalian American Experience.”

In response, | began to state my case. | explained why | believed that a class as such as
this should be included in our Sociology course offerings. | stated that since the discipline
of Sociology deals with learning about different groups, | believed this to be a valid area
of study.

| continued by relating that after reading Richard Gambino’s, Blood of My Blood and many
scholarly works by Salvatore J. La Gumina, | knew my desired teaching direction. | want-
ed to teach students -- both Italian American, or of other ethnic heritages, about the socio-
historical odyssey of Italians prior to immigration, and their story here in America.

| wanted to present a sociological analysis of the basic socio-political-historic roots of the
Italian American experience. The course, as | envisioned it, would be an in-depth study of
the culture and institutions (family, religion, politics, education) of the Italian group in Italy,
and the changes in those who immigrated to America in response to a new way of life.
The course would stress the effects of social change upon this group through the suc-
ceeding generations, from a socio-historical perspective.

Fortunately, my ideas won him over and the course, “The Italian American Experience”
has been offered every academic year from 1977 to the present. While the focus is on
Italian Americans, all immigrants, past and present, share many of the same stories.
These include being a despised minority, singled out as coming from an inferior society.
They were seen as unable to be worthwhile Americans, to assimilate, be hard-working
and successfully achieve the American Dream.

| acknowledge that the course cites famous accomplished Italian American men and
women who have succeeded in various fields. However, my focus is on the everyday peo-
ple who faced many challenges through the generations. They were despised newcom-
ers, and their children and grandchildren have had to overcome prejudice and discrimina-
tion. They have become proud of both sides of their hyphenated identity — Italian and
American!

These were the people who became American citizens. They worked hard, to become
American citizens, and sent their sons to war — 500,000 during World War I, and con-
tributed to the American way of life.

At the end of each term, | tell students who are looking for heroes, don’t look to rock stars
or Hollywood, or professional athletes. Rather, look into your own family history to find the
real heroes. They are your forbears, who came to America unable to speak the English
language. Yet, through drive, work ethic, and persistence they overcame many obstacles.
They fulfilled many goals that their relatives back in Italy could only dream of. These
courageous wayfarers made America a promised land that would change their destiny
and that of subsequent generations.

| also stress to students in this class that they have the opportunity to select from both
sides of the hyphen and choose the best of both sides. They can have a life rooted in the
strengths of both cultures. That means learning the history and traditions of your ethnic
group and living by the core values that are central to Italian Americans — family, loyalty,
and accountability. | encourage them to embrace the traditions that have been passed on
through the generations. And teach the next one the way of life of Italian Americans to give
them a richer, fuller life.

Sal is a Committee Member of The Celebrated Authors of NYSOSDIA and a NYSOSDIA Member At Large.
He is a Professor of Sociology at Adelphi University.

LocAL LODGE
INITIATIONS

e |
# TJ L
Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - February
initiation. Pictured from left to right:
New members Michael and Marylu
Loria, President Marisa Cipriano
Gambino, First Vice President Ralph
Ciano, District 1l Deputy John
Simonetti, Immediate Past President

Joseph Gallo, and NYS District |l
Trustee William Sanfilippo.
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A 2017 group trip to Italy out of our OSDIA Lodge probably
could have been summed up in three words: Pasta, pasta
and pasta.

OK, that'’s four, but you get the point.

We spent the first few days in Rome and then headed up
to Tuscany for a longer stay, and while the sites were — as
always in our favorite Old Country — magnificent, the food
was, well, let's just say filling.

For some reason, at many of the meals that were included as part of the tour package,
we were being served two pasta dishes — in fact, sometimes, the two pastas were on
one dish. Like in Rome where we were served the city’s famous cacio e pepe AND the
region’s equally renowned amatriciana.

My buddy Sam Cosentino asked me at one stop what was up with all the pasta, and
| didn’t have an answer. My best guess: “These Italians are so proud of their pastas,
they can’t decide on just one to serve us, so | guess they’re providing two.”

It was a joke, but the two-pasta meals became a funny signature of that trip.

And then there was Orvieto — the pretty Umbrian town perched on a cliff of volcanic
tufa. In a restaurant known for its underground Etruscan caves and tunnels, where our
tables were set up for what was pitched as a “light lunch,” we were served, get this,
THREE pastas! Amatriciana, pumpkin ravioli and tortellini in a white garlic sauce. And
then there was a meat course — with THREE meats, including the famed cinghiale
(wild boar)!

| thought Sammy was going to explode.

| was reminded of Italy’s celebration of and love affair with food on Dec. 10 when
Italian food was cited as part of the world’s “intangible” cultural heritage by UNESCO.
You may have missed it if you were busy getting food ready for Christmas. Little Italy
(and | don’'t mean the neighborhood in Manhattan) already had more UNESCO World
Heritage sites (61) than any other country on the globe, mostly sites such as the
Colosseum in Rome, Pompeii, the Venetian lagoon and the Leaning Tower of Pisa.

And now its food is included on the list of cultural icons.

It's not the first time a country’s food has gained acclaim; France’s “gastronomic meal”
has been honored, as has Spain’s “cider culture” and Senegal’s Ceebu Jen culinary
tradition. But ltaly is different because its entire range of regional specialties are in the
spotlight.

Like pesto and focaccia from Liguria; Prosciutto di Parma, Parmigiano Reggiano
cheese, balsamic vinegar, and tortellini from Emilia-Romagna.

Like Risotto and osso buco from Lombardy; baccala, polenta and tiramisu from the
Veneto.

Like Bistecca Fiorentina, ribollita and cinghiale from Tuscany; of course, pizza along
with buffalo mozzarella and sfogliatelle from Naples.

And like arancini, cannoli and caponata from Sicily.

Upon awarding the designation, the cultural importance Italians place on food also
was highlighted: the Sunday family dinner; the traditions of making homemade pastas,
desserts and wine; and gathering to share big meals on holidays.

Sound familiar?

Pier Luigi Petrillo, a member of the Italian UNESCO campaign, was quoted as saying,
“Cooking is a gesture of love, a way in which we tell something about ourselves to oth-
ers and how we take care of others. This tradition of being at the table, of stopping for
a while at lunch, a bit longer at dinner, and even longer for big occasions, it's not very
common around the world.”

All this talk about good Italian food has got my stomach rumbling. So please excuse
me. | need to go boil the water for two, maybe three, pastas!

Mike Cutillo is a proud past president of Geneva Lodge #2397 in Upstate New York. Contact him at mcutil-
lo1@rochester.rr.com.
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LocAL LODGE INITIATIONS '

DISTRICT |
2319
Eric Casale
Leeanne Lucente
Richard Lucente
Anthony J. Settineri

2242
Joseph Chierchio

2846
Cynthia Leo
Joseph Leo

Marie McManus

301
Joe DeStefano
Ernest Fitzhugh

3436
Danny Sacco

DISTRICT I
1016
Diana Barone
Anne M. Bianchi
Gloria Castro
Philip Castro
Denise Cavallone
Angela Guarino

1389
Gina Aiello

Francesca Morrocu Blass

Joseph Dintrono
Marisa Silvia Georgalis

Alexandria DonAngelo Kane

Jacalyn Bouza Longaro

John V. Longaro

Doris Milia Murray

Dawn Serignese

2143
Alfonso Alaimo
Joseph Attardi
James Baudille

Peter Burgio
Christopher Colesanti
Alfred Cresser
Mario Crociata
Michael D’Angelo
Sal Digiorgio
Michael Durso
Gerard J. Fiore
Carlo Giannattosa
Maria Licciarrdelbo
James Liquori
Antonino LoCascio
Paul LoGiudice
Adam Lombardi
Carmelo Manganaro
Thomas J. Miritello

Frank Mollo
Vincent Neglia
Marco Palumbo

Steve Parisi

Sal Postilico
Giovanni Recine

John Recine
Chris Romano
John Sarcone

Michael Schevon

Gus Tsiorvas

2163A
Doris Ihzone
Rosemary Lettieri
John Lonardo
Connie Zita Rosa

2206
Maria Bono

Richard Branciforte

Donna DiStefano
Diane Seire-ladanza

Joseoh ladanza

Eichard Schlueck

Susan Schlueck

2226
Andrew Cerise

2245
Matthew Coff
Claudio Fabrizi
Luchina Fabrizi
Rita Fabrizi
Steve Izzo
Marian Kacher
Anne Marascia
Michael P. Marino
Marc Anthony Montemarano
Graziella Montoni
Enia J. Poliseno
Philip Pursino

2372
Janet Alloggiomento
Diane M.C. Coleman

DISTRICT Il
83
Maria Cortese

2344

Peter Ariola
James Buzzetta
Nicola Fabiano

Marcello Lombardo

Charles Maione
Sal Scognamillo

Angela Zito

2859
Marie Ciaranetaro
Kathy Sabatelli
Steven Sabatelli

Tatiana Sabatelli

DISTRICT IV
2248
Tina M. Capizola
Barbara Conzani
Thomas DellaCorte
Richard M. DiMarzo
Patrick Guthoff
John Henschel
Gladys Oliva

2629
Isabella Baffuto
Joseph Baffuto Il
Emily Maggio
Joseph Vollaro

DISTRICT V
2212
Marisa Russignan

DISTRICT VI
Elisa Sgueglia Blum
Robert Esposito Jr.

Patrick McMahon

Darlene Bradford-Williams

DISTRICT VI
443
Taylor Pastrick
Matthew K. Slocum

1666
Saundra Armstrong

Kathy Pastrick (Fiacco)

1730
Tina Knobel

DISTRICT VI
2397
Christian Avenzato
Linda D. Bennett
Michael Bonvente
Mike Catalano
Ed Collins Jr.
John Kerr
Mark Lenzi
Michele Pronti
James Smaldone
Morris Tuttle

L | =
Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - initiation of two new members in January. Pictured I-r: Orator Bruno Caracciolo,
IPP Rosemarie Baffo Stathes, newly initiated members, Sisters Laurie Loquercio and Tami Marsden, President
Robert Baccari, 1st Vice President Gerardo Filippone, and our Deputy Joseph Armocida.

Cellini Lodge #2506 - initiations in December (below)
and January (above). New members in December
are:Maria Bono and Richard Branciforte with President
Elect Vincent Capasso in center. January members: Lisa
McArdle, Donna DiStefano (Vincent Capasso), Joseph
ladanza, Diane Scire-ladanza and Richard & Susan
Schlueck

% Joe DiMaggio Lt;dge #2248 - recently initiated
-W Rich DiMarzo as its newest member. Pictured with
«—Rich are President Donna Torrisi and Vice

_President Chris Phillips.

initiated a new member on 1/15/2026 at
its General Membership Meeting. In
picture to the left is President Laura
Taglienti and new member Danny Sacco.

)

r The Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436

Congratulatiens to AL
New Membiers!

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389
- initiated members in December| %
(right) and January (below). Pictured
front row |-r are new members: Doris
Milin Murray, Francesca Morrocu|&
Blass, Jacalyn Bouza Longaro, spon-|k
sor and Lodge President Anthony|
Cavallaro, sponsor Maria Cavallaro,

Lodge Membership Chairperson and . : = R SO AT T
District Deputy Marianne Bortone|: =, '-“.;;'.-::n A
Prince, and sponsor Antonio . I
Ardovini.  Pictured from I-r: Ron
Georgalis, who served as the spon-
sor for Marisa Georgalis; Lodge
President Anthony Cavallaro; new
members, Gina Aiello and Dawn/#
Serignese. Standing between Gina
and Dawn is their sponsor, Wendy ‘-,.'
Faticone-Herrick, followed by Lodge
Membership Chairperson and District) - i o RN
Deputy Marianne Bortone Prince. | Sk Ml : i - i

The Golden Lion * January - February - March 2026 « 17



LocAL LODGE INITIATIONS '
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Per Sempre Lodge #2344 welcomed 4 new members at their November General Meeting. Pictured | to r; 1st
VP Gerardo Filippone, Membership Chairperson Gloria Stingone, Orator Bruno Caracciolo, IPP Rosemarie
Baffo Stathes, President Robert Baccari, newly initiated members: Charles Maione, Marcello Lombardo, Nicola
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John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - In November the lodge proudly marked its sixth consecutive month of
new member initiations. The ceremony highlighted the Lodge's commitment to growth and community, as each
new member was introduced and warmly greeted. In the photo, the new members and their sponsors are fea-
tured. From left to right are Alexandria DonAngelo-Kane; Dino Napolitano, the sponsor of Joseph Dintrono;
Joseph Dintrono; John Longaro, accompanied by his sponsor and Lodge President Anthony Cavallaro; and
Lodge Membership Chairperson Marianne Bortone Prince.

COLUMBUSLODGEN 213 — . (R |
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Columbus Lodg #2143 - in Deceber initiated ten new members into the iodge. Congratulations from
President Frank Gatto and all its members. Benvenuti e Tanti Auguri a tutti!

Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - initiated ten new members and welcomed one transfer at their January
General Membership Meeting. Pictured are: Standing: Joan Beska, Mary Ellen Cito, Nancy Bacelli, Joseph
Cannizzaro, Anna Cannizzaro, Fortunata Tallarico, Rosario Tallarico, Jacqueline Kaminsky and transferring
from the Cellini Lodge is Karen Bondi. Not pictured: new members Richard and Cynthia Formato. Pictured
seated: NYS OSDIA District | Trustee Tony Rotoli, Membership Chair Lucille Romanello, NYS OSDIA District
Deputy Tony Izzo and Lodge President Cathy Lamberti.
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Muses on Italian Americanism

- by Pasquale Scida

As | reviewed old notebooks, penned in younger days before the
internet, | began to think of the many on-line cuts and quips of
podcasts about Italian-Americanism broadcast daily to millions.
Discussions ranging from the pizza in Brooklyn to pizza in
Kalamazoo, on to what it means and what the characteristics are
of being Italian-American. Frequently | find myself in conflict with |
these views, especially with those who are three or four times &
removed from their immigrant ancestors. For example, when my
parents or grandparents called someone “scustomato” they were
serious about someone being nasty and disrespectful; younger
generations treat the word as a joke, something funny Gramma
used to say, assigning no context or meaning. Then all this talk of
“Gabba Gool” is upsetting, because it denigrates us and our culture. By the time we arrive
at the third or fourth generation among some Italian Americans it appears that a new culture
is formed; acceptable in some ways, but unrecognizable to first generation Italian
Americans like myself and certainly beyond recognition in Italy.

Both my mother (1898) and father (1888) were born in a town in Italy of about 6000 people
called Strongoli in Calabria. To give you an idea of its history, Strongoli is often referred to
by its ancient Greek name, Petelia. Because the Slave Wars were fought in forests north of
there, some historians believe that Spartacus the famous slave rebel lived his final days
there. It is also the location of a Greek coin mint later used by the Romans. Such history is
everywhere in Italy. Strongoli’'s population, about 25 of which are related to me, wear their
historic origins with nonchalance. My cousin Luigi, aka Gigino, after a few glasses of wine
summed it up. “Yes, Spartacus is my ancestor and civilization began here in 500 BC, it's
important and interesting, but | still have to work, put food on the table, raise my children,
pay taxes and answer before God for my sins.” It sounded much more eloquent in Italian.

For me, Strongoli is a romance, a part of me, almost as if | were born there myself. The
main town is situated on a mountainside about 1300 feet above sea level, although a twen-
ty-minute car ride will take you down to the shores of the lonian Sea to Marina de Strongoli,
a subdivision of the town that sits only 36 ft above sea level. The seaside town is quite
beautiful compared to its ancient and mysterious, damp and dreary mountainside parent,
full of winding sharply sloped streets and alleys. Marina de Strongoli, developed to its cur-
rent state in the 50s-60s stretches for a couple of kilometers with 2 or 3 rows of two-and-
three-story stone buildings each housing several apartments. The first row of course run-
ning along a very pleasant white sandy seashore. The majority of these apartments are
owned by locals and many are rented by vacationing Northern Italians among other
Europeans from May to October. A two-lane road separates the beach town from inland
farms, residential areas, and roads leading inland, up and over the mountains and hills. |
have been to Strongoli many times, at first only in my dreams and fantasies and for the first
time physically in 1986. Incidents, history and occurrences there are numerous and often
on my mind.

Herman Wouk, the famous author of The Caine Mutiny and The Winds of War also wrote
“Mr. Inside Mr. Outside” about a Jewish fellow who was one person in the Synagogue and
another outside. To simplify, he was Morris on the outside and Moishe on the inside.
Similarly, | was Pat outside my home, in school and around friends, Pasquale or the diminu-
tive Pasqualeddu, at home, little Pasquale as my father was Pasquale as well. Two dynam-
ics drove our family life, our existence as Americans outside, and inside, our existence as
Italian-Americans with close family and friends on both sides of the Atlantic. | was not con-
sciously aware of this duality, it was a natural state of being, manifested in our Roman
Catholicism, the food we ate, the demands placed on family members, the two languages
that were spoken and mixed freely, the frequent observations of religious and non-religious
holidays and the presence at family gatherings we were obligated to attend. My childhood
dreams were visions of the hometown in Italy because there were so many letters from my
father’s family that were read aloud. My father also read and answered many letters for boy-
hood friends settled in Brooklyn who were illiterate. These letters made Strongoli seem as
if it was around the corner instead of 5000 miles away. | wrote the following sentences in
1973 after Papa passed.

“Strongoli is not just a letter or postcard from a visiting cousin or relation. Strongoli is a
mother with calloused hands and broken backs garnered under the sun for an orange or a
piece of cheese, ten cents for a day’s labor. | see Strongoli in the weathered faces of my
father’s paesani, in their knarled hands and fingers, hands that moved stones from the bro-
ken earth of the mountainside, hands that now dig the stones and earth under the streets
of New York. Hands of men who tell each other the stories of Strongoli’s streets, seas and
allies over a card-game and a glass of wine. Men burdened and stricken with the history of
the place they loved and left. Men full of gratefulness for America and full of guilt for leaving
their homeland, their mothers and fathers, their sisters and brothers.

According to some records and statisticians, nearly 25 million Americans can claim Italian
ancestry, near 8 percent of the country’s population. It's rumored that a statue of
Christopher Columbus will soon adorn the White House lawn in Washington DC. Should
this happen, a new light will shine upon us, our heritage and behavior. Something to think
about.

Buona Pasqua, Buon Salute e Buona Fortuna a Tutti.

Pasquale Scida is the past President of Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180. email pat_scida@hotmail.com




UPCOMING STATE/NATIONAL & LocAL LODGE EVENTS

2026

STATE & NATIONAL
EVENTS

Apr. 7 - NYOSDIA Annual Cooley’s Anemia Dine
Around to be held at Verdi’s of Westbury at 6:30pm,
365pp before event, $75pp at the door. Contact:
Anna Magliato @ 347-306-9558 or Mildred
Mancusi @ 516-359-1745.

Apr. 24 - NYOSDIA Grand Lodge Foundation
Golden Lion Awards Dinner at the Garden City
Hotel, Garden City, 7pm. Contact: Eileen Stavis or
Carol DiTrapani @ 516-785-4623.

Apr. 25 - NYOSDIA Spring Plenary hosted by the
District 3 Lodges at St. Mary's/Maris Stella Knights
of Columbus Hall, 78 Hempstead Ave. Lynbrook.
Breakfast, 8:30am, Lunch 12pm. Contact: Carol
DiTrapani or Eileen Stavis @ 516-785-4623.

June 14 - NYOSDIA 44th Annual CSJ Brunch at
Russo’s on the Bay, Howard Beach, 12-4:30pm,
$125pp. Honoring State IPP Biagio Isgro and Past
CSJ Chairman John Fratta. Contact: Eleanor
Jobbagy @ 516-551-3125.

June 25-28 - NYOSDIA 118th State Convention at
The Crowne Plaza Albany - The Desmond Hotel at
660 Albany Shaker Road, Albany. Contact: Anna
Magliato @ 347-306-9558 or Carol DiTrapani @
516-785-4623.

Nov. 7 - NYOSDIA 38th Annual Fundraiser
Luncheon honoring SIF President Joseph Sciame
at LiGreci’s Staaten, Staten Island. Additional infor-
mation to follow. Contact: Frances Cicero at fac-
Jfad24@vyerizon.net.

LOCAL LODGE EVENTS
2026

Mar. 7 - Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #285 ‘Rock Out
For Alzheimer’s’ at the Seaford Firehouse, 2170
Southard Ave., Seaford, $65pp. Contact: Angela
Bizzarro @ 516-672-0514.

Mar. 8 - Perry Como Lodge #2846 - Left, Right,
Center (Dice Game) at St. Philip Neri Parish Center,
Northport, Pizza, Dessert & Coffee, 1-4pm, $20pp.

Contact: Denise Ferrandina @ 631-493-0531.

Mar. 8 - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 Festa
della Donna at the Lodge Hall, 2984 Hamburg Street,
Schenectady, 12:30pm, $35pp. Contact: Lisa Serafini
@ 518-320-6527.

Mar. 14 - Dr. Calabro Lodge #3011 Rescheduled
Annual Scholarship Gala honoring Senator Dean
Murray & Assemblyman Joe DeStefano at Sunset
Harbor E. Patchogue, 2-7pm, $125pp. Contact: 631-
392-8747.

Mar. 15 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny at Brumidi Lodge
Hall, Deer Park, 9-11am, 3 & under free, 4-12/$15 &
13+$20. Contact: Karen Lorito @ 631-943-3622.

Mar. 19 - Cellini Lodge #2206 - St. Joseph Nite at
Clinton G. Martin Park, New Hyde Park, 6pm, $40pp.
Contact: Maria Irace @ 631-579-0270.

Mar. 21 - Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583 40th
Anniversary Gala at Westchester Manor, Hastings-
On-Hudson, 6pm-11pm, $140pp. Contact: Vito
Catania @ 914-329-3125.

Mar. 21 - Luigi Pirandello Lodge #2875 - Pasta Night
at Holy Family School Hall, 75th Avenue & Utopia
Parkway, Fresh Meadows, Italian Entertainment with
Gene DiNapoli, 6-10pm, $40pp/$10 kids 8 & up.
Contact: Carin Powierski @ 516-924-3778.

Mar. 22 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211
Afternoon at the Races at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer
Park, 2:30pm, 3 & under free, 4-12/$10 & Adults
$25. Contact: Cosimo Scocco @ 631-338-7055.

Mar. 22 - Cellini Lodge #2206 - Scholarship Dinner
honoring IPP Joann Motola Grossman & Anthony
Napolitano at Westbury Manor, Westbury, 12pm,
$125pp. Contact: Mary Michele Giudise @ 516-204-
2264.

Mar. 28 - Dr Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319
Testimonial Dinner for IPP James Cerullo at
Flowerfield Caterers, St. James, 12pm, $125pp.

Contact: Rose 1zzo @ 631-275-5146.

Apr. 11 - Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 - 85th
Anniversary Gala honoring National Financial
Secretary/IPP Biagio Isgro & Assemblywoman
Donna Lupardo at the Holiday Inn Downtown,
Binghamton, 5-10pm, $70pp. Contact: Charlene
Jones @ 607-770-9187.

Apr. 11 - Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #285 - 27th
Annual Dinner Dance honoring State Deputy Alfonso
Squillante, Richard DiBlasio, & Enrico Boletti at
Russo’s on the Bay, Howard Beach, 12:30-5pm,
$125pp. Contact: Neil Brennan @ 347-524-2173.

Apr. 16 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Musical
Bingo at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 7:15pm,
$35pp. Contact: Debra Pastore @ 631-365-1451.

Apr. 18 - Dr:. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 Night at
the Races at the Church of the Resurrection, 38
Mayflower Avenue, Smithtown, 6pm. Contact: Jim
Cerullo @ 516-790-5874.

Apr. 19 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 Anniversary Gala
Dinner at Leonard’s Palazzo of Great Neck, 12-5pm.
Contact: Marisa Gambino @ 516-242-3939.

Apr. 24 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 ‘Banco’
at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park 6:30pm, $25pp.
Contact: Linda Galenskas @ 516-356-0949.

Apr. 25 - Romanesque Lodge #2198 - 4th Annual
Bowling for Cooley’s Anemia Fundraiser at New City
Bowl, New City, 4:30pm, $60pp Bowling & Dinner
$30pp Dinner only. Contact: Laura D’ Antoni @ 845-
598-0717 or Sophia Fantino @ 845-590-4683.

Apr. 30 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Casino
Bus Trip to Wind Creek, Bus leaves Brumidi Lodge
at 8:30am, $80pp ($30 back). Contact: Cosimo
Scocco @ 631-338-7055.

May 14 - Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 - A Spring
event with details to follow. Contact: Janet Galvin @
516-395-8943.

June 8 - Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583
Scholarship Presentations at Eastchester H.S.
Cafeteria, 7pm. Contact: Lina Astarita @ 914-844-
0147.

June 13 - Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 Christmas
With A Vet Annual Poker Run at My Uncle’s Place,
Binghamton. Contact: Liz Pearce @ 607-237-5044.

July 14 - Stella D ’Argento Lodge #1916 Scholarship
Dinner at 62 Carroll Street, Binghamton. Contact:
Charlene Jones @ 607-770-9187.

Aug. 14-18 - Geneva Lodge #2397 - Heritage Italian
Festival at Geneva Lodge, Geneva. Contact: Peter
Gillotte @ 315-781-2242.

Aug. 15 - Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 Nick
Mauro Family Picnic, Church of the Resurrection,
Smithtown, 11am. Contact: Jim Cerullo @ 516-790-
5874.

Garibaldi-Meucci Museum

Special Upcoming Events
vAdmission is $5 for GMM Members, $10 for
non-members Contact Stephanie Lundegard @
718-442-1608 or Visit our website at

garibaldimeuccimuseum.com

vFeb. 28 - Saturday at 2pm - Chef Dean Kropp Book
Presentation, “Memories Nobody Wants: Pastry Chef
Whipped by No-Fault” & Cooking for Gold: “The
Cooking Olympics . Both publications are nominated
for the Pulitzer Prize.

Mar. 2 - Italian Language & Opera Classes begin.
Registration is available online at garibaldimeuc-
cimuseum.com or contact Stephanie Lundegard at
718-442-1608.

vMar. 8 - Sunday at 2pm - Dr. Snjezana Smodlaka -
A lecture on the “American Wing” in the

Metropolitan Museum.

vMar. 14 - Saturday at 2pm - Pat Salmon lecture
“Catholic Cemeteries of Staten Island”.

Mar. 17 - Tuesday at 3pm - Feast of St. Joseph
Celebration. Donation is $5; reservation required;
contact Fran Cicero at 718-442-1608.

vMar. 21 - Saturday at 2pm - Dr. Snjezana Smodlaka
lecture “Defensive Strategies of Women Artists”.

Apr. 18 - Saturday at Ipm - Street Re-naming
Ceremony of Tompkins Avenue (Antonio Meucci
Way) and Chestnut Street (Giuseppe Garibaldi Way).

Apr. 25 - Saturday at llam - Young Inventors
Competition at Staten Island Tech HS.

Apr. 25 - Saturday at 2pm - Maria Giura’s Book
Presentation at the GMM.

vJune 20 - Saturday at 2pm - Linda Dini Jenkins and
Vicki Sirrianni Poetry and Book Presentations.

-

As of 2/19/26

2026

MARCH MADNESS
INSTALLATIONS

Mar. 1 - Cellini Lodge #2206 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the Plattduetsche Park Restaurant, 1132
Hempstead Turnpike, Franklin Square, 9:00am. Reception
to follow. Contact: Grace Ferrara @ 516-527-5336. (New
President)

Mar. 3 - Fr. Vincent R. Capodanno Lodge #212 -
Installation of Officers Ceremony at Saint Andrews Church
Hall, 4 Arthur Kill Road, Richmond Town, Staten Island
7:30pm. Refreshments to follow. Contact: Todd Cusato @
917-650-2172. (New President)

Mar. 4 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at Glen Cove Lodge Hall, 69 Glen Street, Glen
Cove, 7:30pm. Reception to follow. Contact: Ivonne Ciano
@ 646-202-3563 or iciano@me.com. (New President)

Mar. 5 - Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583 - Installation of
Officers Ceremony at Fr. Fata Hall, 125 Wallace Street,
Tuckahoe. Contact: Vito Catania @ 914-329-3125.

Mar. 10 - Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 - Installation of]
Officers Ceremony at Hicksville Community Center, 28 W.
Carl Street, Hicksville. Dinner served at 6:30pm with cere-
mony to follow at 7:15pm. Contact: William Sanfilippo @
516-606-3237. (New President)

Mar. 10 - Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 - Installation of
Officers Ceremony at 62 Carroll Street, Binghamton, 6pm.
Contact: Charlene Jones @ 607-770-9187.

Mar. 16 - Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge #2234 - Installation of
Officers Ceremony at Marconi Lodge Hall, 333 Moffitt Blvd.,
Islip, 7pm. Contact: Sal Bisulca @ 516-322-2142.

Mar. 18 - America Lodge #2245 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the VFW Hall #2718, 68 Lincoln Road,
Franklin Square, 7:00pm. Collation to follow. Contact:
Joseph Armocida @ 646-879-2842.

Mar. 19 - Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436 - Installation of]
Officers Ceremony at New Village Recreation Center, 20
Wireless Road, Centereach, 7:00pm. Dessert & Coffee will
be served. Contact: Laura Taglienti @ 631-946-3959.

Mar. 20 - John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - Installation
of Officers Ceremony at the Pt. Washington Adult Activities
Center, 80 Manorhaven Blvd., Pt. Washington. Dinner
served at 6:30pm with ceremony to start at 7:30pm.

Dessert and coffee to follow. Contact: Maria Cavallaro @
516- 578-1316 or MTC138@msn.com.

Mar. 25 - Capt. Kathy Mazza Lodge #2163A - Installation
of Officers Ceremony at Bethpage Community Center, 103
Grumman Road, W. Bethpage, 7:30pm. Collation to follow.
Contact: Linda Wargo @ 516-729-9615.

Mar. 26 - Geneva Lodge #2397 - Installation of Officers
Ceremony at the Geneva Lodge Hall, 31 Prospect Avenue,
Geneva, 7pm. Collation to follow. Contact: Peter Gillotte @
315-781--2742.

Mar. 31 - Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 - Installation of
Officers at the Seaford American Legion Hall, 2301
Penatiquit Avenue, Seaford, 7:00pm. Collation prior to
Installation. Contact: Janet Galvin @ 516-395-8943. (New
President)

March 3 - Joe DiMaggio Lodge #2248 - Installation of
Officers Ceremony at Joe DiMaggio Lodge Hall, 884 Rt.
376, Wappingers Falls. Dinner at 6:30pm with Installation to
follow at 7:00pm. Contact: Donna Torrisi @ 845-554-6723.

Mar. 19 - Stella D'Oro Lodge #1730 - Installation of
Officers Ceremony at St. Anthony's Church, Cortland,
6:30pm. Contact: Linda Riccardi @ 607-644-2413.

DAYLIGHT SAVING
TIME SUNDAY, MARCH 8
@ 2:00 AM EST
SPRING FORWARD!

SPRING EQUINOX
FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 2026
SPRING SOLSTICE TIME
10:46 AM EST
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Advertise With Us
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Filial Friendliness

(for other than the normal events and dinner
dances) displaying one of our main tenets...

FRATERNITY

A little Valentine’s Filial Friendliness
(¢'Charlie and Lynn  DiPrima
(Columbus Lodge #2143) and
j Joseph A. Gallo and Andrea Gallo
i (Loggia Glen Cove #1016) renew-
. JTIERRIE ing their wedding vows at The Town
of Oyster Bay 2/13/26 DiPrimas are celebrating 50th anniver-
sary and Gallos 20th anniversary.

COMPANIONS

HOME CARE

HOURLY / LIVE IN

LONGHSTAND:SIEREMIER
HOMEICARE/AGENGY,

(5] FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

-

The Golden
Lion
is seeking new adver-
tisers - or former
advertisers to return!
We are asking busi-
nesses to promote
themselves with our
advertising.
Call our office at
1-800-322-6742 for
further information.

Don’t Forget

NYOSDIA
Grand Lodge
Foundation
Annual
Cooley’s
Anemia
Dine-Around

ts

BT “TISANTOL AX

7 . Super Lawyers, Ten + years

* Martindale Hubbell: Pre-Eminent Lawyers
& 5.0/5.0 Ethics, 10 + years

* Expert Network: Distinguished Lawyer

* The National Trial Lawyers

* New York Times, New York City Metro
Area, Top Attorney

Admitted to practice in NY, NJ & MA

Michael A. Santo, Esq.

CELL: 516.551.5503 EMAIL: AttySANTO@gmail.com

Concentrating in:

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE,
PERSONAL INJURY

NURSING HOME CLAIMS
40 years of Experience

Of Counsel to:
SILBERSTEIN AWAD & MIKLOS, P. C.
600 Old Country Road, 5th Floor
Garden City NY 11530

Send photos of gatherings with other lodges

i QUALIFICATION ADS BY

11710 or call Anita at (631) 271-1272 or Grand
iLodge Office at (516) 785-4623. Questions on

M :doro@gmail.com

CANDIDATES
Don’t Forget to Place Your Ads

PLEASE PLACE YOUR INFORMATION/
MAY 5, 2026

CONVENTION RATE ADS ARE:
1/4 PAGE - $100.00
1/2 PAGE - $180.00
FULL PAGE - $350.00

Checks made payable to: The Golden Lion and
mailed to the Grand Lodge Office, Attention Anita;
Rosato, 2101 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY:

formatting, contact Editor Mark V. at mavleone-

The Earlier the Better

& ._ R
On December 13th, the Rockland Lodge #2176 participated in the Orangeburg Hollday Parade. A truck was generously donated by

one of our members, and a team of spirited “Italian Elves” worked tirelessly over several days to decorate the truck and prepare it for
the parade. It was an incredibly fun and rewarding experience to be part of such an amazing community event. Seeing so many people
of all ages singing and dancing to Dominic the Donkey as we drove by, made all the planning and hard work worthwhile. We had a TON
of fun, and to top it all off, Sons of Italy, Rockland Lodge proudly took home First Place for Best Parade Float! We can't wait to do it

again next year!

COLDWELL BANKER
AMERICAN HOMES

William Sanfilippo

Lacenzed Real Estate Salecperzon

M 516.606.3237

B 516.826.4600

1897 Wantagh Avenue
Wantagh NY 11793

wsantilip po@cbﬂmhom&'s com
williamsanfilippo.cbamhomes.com

MARK D. GALLUCCIO
Agency Cwner
The Franzella & Galluccio Agency

1007 Glen Cove Ave, Glen Head, MY 11545

T:516-3535-4848 F: 516-333-5624 L Allstate

E: MarkGalluccio@@allstate com i
= You're in good hands.

I can help protect the things that matter most.

it ES

fe———— | g
- )
LIFE

—_

—

New York State Grand Lodge Foundation, Inc.
Order Sons & Daughters of Ttah m America

/ 2026 Charitable and St
H e R * 1st Prize: $§20, 000 *
* 2nd Prize: $5,000 *
* 3rd Prizes: 2 @ $2,000 each *
* 4th Prizes: 3 @ $1,000 each »
* 5th Prizes: 5 @ $500 each *

The Golden Lion ¢ January - February - March 2026 « 20




