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Ordine Figli d’Italia in America

NEW YORK OSDIA’S 
118th ANNUAL STATE 

CONVENTION 

JUNE 25 - JUNE 28, 2026 

Learn about the Candidates 
in this issue.

GOLDEN LION DINNER CELEBRATES 2026 HONOREES! 
GMM HONORS TWO GREAT MEN WITH STREET RE-NAMING 

Golden Lion Annual Awards Dinner 
On Friday, April 24, at the Garden City Hotel, New York State OSDIA held its Annual Awards Dinner. 
In the photo above are the honorees and significant others, along with State President Arthur and 
1st Lady Joanne (center) and 2nd Vice President Ernest Magliato (far right). Photo above right are 
honorees: Matthew Avellino, John Guadagno, John D’Angelo, MD; Honorable Anthony Manetta. 

Remembering 
SALVATORE 
LANZILOTTA  

see p.5

“Say what you mean. Mean what you say. Just 
don’t say it mean.”

Cav. Joseph Sciame, GMM CEO/Chair & 
President, Sons of Italy Foundation gives a 
thumbs up at Street Re-naming Ceremony of 
Tompkins Avenue (Antonio Meucci Way) and 
Chestnut Street (Giuseppe Garibaldi Way) on 
April 18. With Joe, at the front entrance of 
the museum, are Grand and Supreme Lodge 
leaders past and present.   (see article p. 8.) 

Garibaldi Meucci Museum Street Renaming!
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ARE YOU CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
PLEASE NOTIFY THE GOLDEN LION 

 
This will assure that you will receive your copy of the Golden 
Lion on time at your new address, and the NY Grand Lodge 
will save the 75 cents charged by the United States Postal 
Service for each returned newspaper.  Please notify us of a 
change of address as soon as possible. 
 
Email or send letter or postcard to the Grand Lodge office 
(see below). Include the following: name, lodge #, complete 
old address and new address otherwise changes cannot be 
processed. 

EMAIL TO: nysosia@aol.com 
MAIL TO:  New York State OSIA Grand Lodge 

Attention:  The Golden Lion 
2101 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY  

11710-5605

Carmine Cocchiola+ 
Giuseppe A. Nigro+ 

Constantine Fascia+ 

Gregorio Morabito+ 
Lillian Black+ 

Philip Iannuccilli+ 
Frank Picarazzi+ 
Maria Dell’Unto+ 
Giacomo DiNola+ 

Andrew Torregrossa, Sr.+ 
Rev. Julius Valentinelli+ 

Joseph G. Bologna+ 
E. Howard Molisani+ 
Thomas F. Rosolio+ 
 P. Vincent Landi+ 

Anne Fiore+ 

Hon. Angelo D. Roncallo+ 
Amelia B. Magnotta+ 

F. Joseph Leone+ 

Arthur L. Pardi+ 
John Musicaro+ 
Edward Innella+ 

Hon. Josephine Gambino+ 

Hon. Dominic R. Massaro+ 
Peter R. Zuzolo+ 

Louis L. Giambra+ 
Joseph Parillo, Jr.+ 
Nicholas G. Viglietta 
Salvatore Marasa+ 

Emanuel J. Aragosa+ 
Frank D’Andrea+ 
Joseph E. Fay+ 
Joseph Sciame 

Rev. Donald B. Licata+ 

Lucy F. Codella 
Louis Ambrosio 
John Dabbene+ 
Dan Colantone+ 

Joseph Cangemi+ 
Joseph J. DiTrapani 

Carlo Matteucci+ 
Nancy DiFiore Quinn 
Salvatore Lanzilotta+ 

Antonette Innella+ 
Sylvia Summa+ 

Joseph Montemarano+ 
Thom A. Lupo 

Carmine Federico 
Joseph F. Rondinelli 
Santina Haemmerle+ 

Carolyn Reres 
Nicholas Mauro+ 
Robert M. Ferrito 

Anthony Naccarato 
Marianne Principe O’Neil 
Michele Cangiano Ment+ 

John A. Fratta 
+Deceased 

Thom A. Lupo ................................................................................................ National  President 
Robert M. Ferrito .............................................................................. National 5th Vice President 
Biagio J. Isgro Jr. ............................................................................ National Financial Secretary 
Carolyn Reres ................................................................................................... National Trustee 
Nancy DiFiore Quinn ................ National Past President/National Foundation Trustee Emeritus 
Joseph DiTrapani ............................................ National Past President/ SIF President Emeritus 
Joseph Sciame ................................................................ National Past President/SIF President 
John A. Fratta .......................................................................................... National CSJ President 
Anthony Naccarato ......................................................................... National Foundation Trustee 
Marianne Principe O’Neil ................................................................ National Foundation Trustee 
Carol DiTrapani ............................................................................... National Foundation Trustee 
Joseph Ilardi ....................................................... National Alternate Commissioner of Arbitration 
Joseph F. Rondinelli ....................................................................National Cooley’s Anemia Chair 
Carlo Matteucci ................................................................ National Foundation Trustee Emeritus 

NEW YORK OSIA HALL OF FAME

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE  
JULY 8, 2026 

 
All articles for publication must be typed, double spaced and saved and sent as 
a document file in Arial Narrow 12pt. font.  All photograph captions must be 
typed identifying lodge with full name and number; all persons should be identified.  
Digital photos should be taken in the highest quality setting possible of the 
camera or phone; poor quality photos may NOT be published.  DO NOT copy 
and paste photos in email, rather attach as a file (named if possible).   All articles 
and captions must be received before the deadline date. Unpublished articles 
are not returned.  The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, letters, advertise-
ments, and other material submitted for publication, for its length, clarity, accuracy, 
and for conformity to the ideals of the Order.  For further information please 
contact the Editor by email:  mavleonedoro@gmail.com.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK   

My Dear Brothers and Sisters of the New York Grand 
Lodge, 
 
Well, we’ve weathered another “March Madness”. With all 
of the Lodge Installations we were, once again pretty 
busy. I congratulate all of the officers from all of the lodges 
that stepped up to accept leadership positions and thank 
all of the officers who have finished their terms of office. I 
would also like to thank all of the Grand Lodge Executive 
Board Officers who filled in when I was either officiating 
another ceremony or was unavailable due to a conflict. 
“That’s Teamwork”! Thank you. 
 
In early March we lost a true “Gentleman of OSDIA”, State 
Past President Salvatore Lanzilotta. Over the years I, as 

many of you, had a great relationship with Brother Sal. 
Easy to talk to and always in good spirits. He made you feel like you were part of his fam-
ily. We spent many hours just talking about our families. His beautiful saying, “Say what 
you mean, but don’t say it mean” should be an inspiration to all of us. He will be forever 
remembered but greatly missed. Rest in Eternal Peace. 
 
First Lady Joanne and I have had the honor to attend many lodge dinners and pay tribute 
to so many deserving honorees. We thank you all for your hospitality and your respect. 
We have also had the distinct honor to attend these functions with our National President 
Thom Lupo and many of your State Officers as well. After having a friendship for well 
over 30 years I feel privileged to serve as State President alongside Thom as our 
National President. 
 
Kudos to Cooley’s Anemia Chairlady Anna Magliato and her committee for hosting the 
2026 Cooley’s Anemia Dine A Round, the biggest ever held. Congratulations Anna for a 
great job and thank you to all of the committee members for soliciting all of the food. And, 
thank you for the amazing Birthday Cake! 
 
April was an equally busy and active month. We had an amazingly successful Golden 
Lion Dinner on April 24th at the Garden City Hotel. An outstanding job by our State 
Fundraising Chairman Ernest Magliato and his Co-Chair Past President Joseph 
Rondinelli with 4 influential and successful honorees: Matthew Avellino, Executive Vice 
President, Marsh McLennan Agency and President, Marty Lyons Foundation; Dr. John 
D’Angelo, President & CEO Northwell Health; John Guadagno, IBEW Local 25, 
President; Anthony Manetta, Chairman, Hauppauge Industrial Association & Town of 
Babylon Councilman. They were all extremely supportive. And I would be remiss if I did 
not thank the entire Grand Lodge Office Staff for everything they did to make this event 
a huge success: Carol DiTrapani, Eileen Stavis, Anita Rosato, Eleanor Jobbagy, Anna 
Magliato and Joanne Spera. Thanks to our OSDIA supporters and sponsors as well for 
making this such a great evening. Our State Officers and many members came out in full 
force, I thank you all. The next morning, we held our Spring Plenary Session hosted by 
District 3 Lodges. Thank you to each lodge for your help. We conducted a tremendous 
amount of work and accomplished many things. Awards were announced and candidates 
announced the positions they will run for at convention this year.  
 
Speaking of the upcoming convention, we have a lot of things planned for this year. We 
are once again looking into the possibility of a bus from downstate to assist members 
who do not like to drive up. More information will be following shortly. Our State Chaplain, 
Fr. Anthony Saliba will be joining us from the opening session on Thursday until Sunday 
morning. On Saturday he has agreed to bring back the Mass that we used to have every 
year. I know many of our members have been asking over the years for it; it’s coming 
back. If you have not had the opportunity to meet Fr. Anthony, please do, I promise you 
will love him.  
 
At present we are in the process of making many improvements to our Grand Lodge 
Office in Bellmore. On May 2nd the sidewalk was completely replaced, there were also 
bollards installed in front of the gas meters for safety. We have more improvements 
planned and upgrades in the works. Thank you to Brothers John Mauro and State 
Trustee Anthony Conetta, they were very instrumental in helping to bring this project to 
fruition. And thank you to Brother Joe Gallo for babysitting the office during the sidewalk 
project. 
 
A tremendous amount of work went into our Foundation Scholarship Program this year. 
Applications were reviewed by the committee and recipients have been selected. This 
year we will be mailing the awards to the students rather than have ceremonies. There 
was some unexpected confusion with venues and dates so we decided to change the 
procedure. We are looking into the probability of returning to a centralized ceremony for 
2027.  
 
Many of us will be traveling to Washington, D.C. on May 28th to attend the NELA Gala 
at the Ronald Reagan Building. Two of the honorees are from the New York State Grand 
Lodge, SIF President, Past National President and Past New York Grand Lodge 

President Joseph Sciame and Mary Naccarato, NYS Chair Emeritus of the Gift of Sight. 
We are very proud of each of them and are excited to join with them for these honors. 
And then, we are full speed ahead for our annual New York Grand Lodge Convention. 
And, on July 18th we will have a “Family Fun Picnic Day’ which is in place of the Walk 
for a Cure. A day of food, fun, fellowship and fundraising for our charities: Alzheimer’s, 
Autism and Cancer Research. Please look for information on our website and in the 
upcoming events. 
 
In closing, I would like to thank every member for your support of our Grand Lodge proj-
ects. Without each and every one of you we could not succeed. You are the backbone 
and spirit of OSDIA, you make us shine. 
 
 
Sempre Avanti, 
 

Arthur Spera 
President 
New York State Grand Lodge 
 

New York State Spring Plenary

In March, 9 Alpha Phi Delta brothers including 4 PNPs and National Treasurer Rick Triest attended the instal-
lation ceremony for the Order Sons of Italy, Father Vincent R. Capodanno Lodge #212 on Staten Island to cel-
ebrate incoming lodge President Mike Young and outgoing lodge President and APD PNP Todd Cusato. Also 
pictured to Mike's left is Order Sons of Italy New York State Grand Lodge President Arthur Spera.  There are 
five Alpha Phi Delta brothers in this photo who belong to the lodge, Outgoing President and PNP Todd Cusato, 
incoming President Mike Young, Victor Popolano, Vince Maligno (also a lodge trustee)  and Emil Coscarelli.  
At Alpha Phi Delta, we don't just talk the talk about promoting Italian Culture, we walk the walk even if it means 
lending another organization who's mission it is to promote Italian culture five of our own brothers!

President Spera, on Saturday, April 25, 2026 held the 
Spring Plenary that was hosted by Lodges of District 
III. The meeting commenced at 9:30am after the cer-
emonial lighting of the candles. The Plenary was ded-
icated for deceased NYS Past President Salvatore 
Lanzilotta.  Some of the highlights were: 
- NY to participate in the IMembers database a nation-
al goal to have all members included. 
- Joe Sciame and Mary Naccarato will be honored at 
NELA in May. 
- a lodge in North Carolina was instituted with help 
from Marc Biundo, Past President of the JMM lodge. 
- Carolyn Reres is working on the 250th Anniversary 
of America. 
- Cooley’s Anemia dine-around made over $21k, Alzheimers event rasised $10k and Marty Lyons Casino night 
over $14k. 
- Maria D’Aquino of Romanesque Lodge #2198 named Autism Chairperson. 
- awards and candidates were announced for Convention  
- the Summer Plenary will be held on Saturday, August 8, at the Rockland Lodge. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at  ≈ 2:22 pm. 

              
           

- Editor 
 

Note: Plenary photos 
thanks to Kathy 

Sanfilippo, Galileo 
Galilei Lodge #2253 . 

President Arthur attends one of the many Installations during March 
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NEW YORK OSDIA STATE CHAPLAIN
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In Memoriam
FROM YOUR STATE CHAPLAIN 

By Fr. Anthony Saliba 
  

The Dome of Santa Maria del Fiore in 
Florence: A Monument to Italian Genius  

The city of Pompeii, few miles away from 
Naples, in Italy, was once a thriving Roman 
center, full of life and trade. Its story was dra-
matically interrupted in 79 A.D. when Mount 
Vesuvius erupted and buried the city under 
ash and stone. What remains today is one of 
the most remarkable archaeological sites in 
the world, a place where time seems to have 
stopped and the ancient world can still be 
encountered. 
 
Yet, not far from these ruins, a very different 
story unfolded many centuries later. In the 
nineteenth century, a young lawyer – il Signor 
Bartolo Longo – arrived in the area. His early 
life had been marked by confusion and dis-
tance from the faith, but through a profound 
conversion he returned to the Catholic 
Church with deep devotion, especially to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. When he came to 
Pompeii, he found a poor rural community 
with little religious formation or structure. 
 
Rather than begin with large plans, he start-
ed simply. He taught the Rosary. He gathered 
the people in prayer. He placed a small 
image of Our Lady at the center of their devo-
tion. From these modest beginnings, a move-

ment of faith slowly grew. A church was built, 
then expanded, and devotion to Our Lady of 
the Rosary spread throughout the region. 
 
Today, the Shrine of Our Lady of Pompeii 
stands as one of the most important Marian 
sanctuaries in Italy, perhaps in the world. It is 
a place of pilgrimage, prayer, and charity, wel-
coming visitors from around the world and 
continuing Bartolo Longo’s mission of hope 
and mercy. 
 
On a personal level, I remember visiting the 
shrine regularly during my years in Rome, 
especially during the month of May. It was 
never a complicated journey, but it always felt 
significant. The atmosphere is peaceful and 
steady. Even among many pilgrims, there is a 
sense of quiet. It remains, for me, a place 
where prayer becomes natural again and 
where the heart finds rest. 

From the Editor’s Desk! 

Dear Brothers and Sisters: 
 
Missing Salvatore Lanzilotta, who not only was a gentleman that so many 
of us got to know, but he was my village of Westbury neighbor and a fel-
low St. Brigid’s parishioner.  His son Rocco wrote a fitting tribute on p. 5. 
Rest in peace Sal. 
 
Now that Installations are behind us from our March Madness (see pages 

of photos in this issue), we are focused on the Annual Convention at the end of June.  New 
delegates representing lodges will get to know how the process works while meeting broth-
ers and sisters from all of over the State.  Many candidates for Trustee and Commissioner 
of Arbitration are in this issue with ads so you can get to know them better. We hope to see 
SIF President, Joe Sciame at Convention as he is been getting around more and more; see 
this issue of Joe attending the GMM street signs renaming and St. John’s University honor-
ing him with an eponymous student recruitment center.  He will also be feted at NELA with 
Past 1st Lady Mary Naccarato at the end of May.  Sempre Avanti Joseph. 
 
The Golden Lion Dinner was a success with many important honorees.  I understand that 
those that attended had an exciting time. 
 
This issue of the Golden Lion newspaper is a bit longer because of the candidate ads and 
the numerous events.  However, I included many ‘outside’ articles that I received to give 
some fresh perspective.  Please enjoy these writings.  And remember, if you want to write a 
one-time article on Italian American heritage, get in touch with me or one of the contributing 
writers to see the guidelines for submitting.  Giving the USA 250th birthday, you may want to 
write on Italians in America (see p. 13 for more information). 
 
As a reminder, the front page has a QR code or you can use the link to our Grand Lodge 
website, where you will immediately see a tab for the Golden Lion.  On your laptop or phone 
you can read the newspaper and it gets to you quicker than the mail.  All of 2025 is there if 
you want to see back issues and of course the webmaster will keep updating the 2026 
issues. 
 
Good luck to the new Trustees and Commissioners and thank you to the outgoing. 
 
And a thank you to all the lodges that want to let the State read about your events.  It is a 
good way to see what others are doing and perhaps you can get fraternal advice to plan an 
event that another lodge has expertise with.  I always use, from business, the terms best 
practices and benchmarking.  And from OSDIA, fraternity facilitates these terms.  Also, 
thanks to your photos, I know people enjoy being in the GL. And lastly for the many State 
events a thank you again to Kathy Sanfilippo for providing me with photos when possible. 
 
Happy Summer to All, 
 
 

Mark A. Ventimiglia  

Corrections: November - December: none 
note: please let the Editor know if you see a substantive error in a current issue.

District Lodge Name of Deceased     DOD 
1 Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Carmel Lamont     2/27/2026 
5 Rockland Lodge #2176  Dominick J. D’Alisera      3/3/2026 
2 Cellini Lodge #2206  Salvatore Lanzilotta      3/4/2026 
3 Mario Lanza Lodge #2491 Salvatore Cali     3/22/2026 
1 Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Jan Vigiano     4/29/2026 

 
In New York on Sunday, June 21, 2026  

at 4:24 am EDT 
is the  

Summer Solstice.

 
The photos 

herein are all Fr. 
Saliba’s personal 

stack, depicting the 
area inside and out-
side of the Dome of 

Santa Maria  
del Fiore.

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

Galileo Galilei Lodge 
#2253 initiated three 
new members, pic-
tured in center are: 

James Anthony 
Pepperman: Roseanne 

Pepperman and  
Kelly Lomangino. 
President Anthony 

D’Angelis is on the far 
left. Joan Murray (far 
right) is the sponsor 

and Membership 
Chair.
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NEW YORK OSDIA LODGE NEWS - A TRIBUTE TO SAL 
A Life of Quiet Strength and Boundless Love 
In Loving Memory of Salvatore Albert Lanzilotta, Sr. 

July 5, 1934 – March 4, 2026 

Salvatore Albert Lanzilotta, Sr., lived a life that spanned 91 and three-quarters years—years filled 
with devotion, resilience, humor, and above all, love. 

Born to Peter and Adeline Lanzilotta in the Italo-Arbëreshë community of Inwood, New York, Sal was 
one of 19 children in a large and spirited family. Life in such a household shaped him early, instilling 
in him a deep understanding of connection, responsibility, and resilience. After the passing of his 
youngest sister, Virginia, Sal became the youngest of the family. His mother affectionately called him 
“Sonny,” a name that carried special meaning, as he followed another brother, named Salvatore, 
who had passed at a young age. From the very beginning, his life was both a continuation and a 
quiet tribute—a thread in a much larger family story that would accompany Sal throughout his life of 
service. As the youngest, he brought joy and happiness, worthy of his nickname.  

He was the beloved brother of Josephine, Francis, Peter, Michael, Natale, Angelina, Philomena, 
Louis, Uliano, Frank, Madeline, George, and Rose Virginia, and was preceded by several siblings. 
He was already an uncle seven times over before he was born. From these roots, he carried forward 
a profound respect for God, family, and heritage—values that would guide him throughout his life. 
Many a family Sunday history was made in visiting Dad’s family in Inwood and Huntington or Mom’s 
in The Bronx…always a celebration. Always with food and baked delicacies.  You cannot celebrate 
well, without food. 

For 70 years, he was the devoted husband of Rachele, his partner in every sense of the word. 
Together, they built a life grounded in faith, perseverance, and shared purpose. Their home became 
not just a place, but a reflection of who they were—welcoming, lively, and full of heart. 

And like any great partnership, they carried their share of stories—stories that, in many ways, say 
more than any list of accomplishments ever could. On one occasion, Rae sent Sal out to pick up a 
simple gallon of milk. He returned not only with the milk, but with a German Shepherd named Bullet. 
Years later, Rae asked him to find a new home for that very dog. Sal obliged—only to come back 
instead with a racehorse named Just Walt.  It is overwhelmingly clear as to why Dad had such a 
deep love for the Prayer of Saint Francis and for the saint it is named after. His life’s mission was 
indeed, making himself an instrument of peace.  

That was Sal: a man whose sense of responsibility was matched only by his sense of possibility—
and perhaps a selective interpretation of instructions. It was a dynamic that brought laughter, tested 
patience, and ultimately deepened a bond that lasted seven decades. 

He was a proud father to Rocco, Salvatore Jr., and Linda; a cherished Poppy to Dominic, Nicholas 
and his wife Lizzie, and Jenner; and a joyful Great-Poppy to Logan and the newest bright light of the 
family, his great-granddaughter, Rachele—affectionately known as “Baby Rae,” named in honor of 
her great-grandmother. 

After Inwood, Sal spent the vast majority of his life in New Cassel and Westbury, New York, where 
he and Rae raised their family and planted deep roots in their community. A man of deep and abiding 
faith, he was a devoted parishioner of St. Brigid Church. Together, Sal and Rae became woven into 
the very fabric of their parish, quietly supporting and strengthening it through years of presence, ser-
vice, and commitment. Pre-Cana, CCD Education, Marriage Encounter, Extraordinary Ministers, 
Lecturers, and others. Also their undying involvement with the Society of Saint Anthony of Westbury, 
founded by Rae’s mother, Gilda Buffalino. 

Coming from a large family grounded in God, family, and heritage, Sal found a natural home in the 
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America. The principles of the Order—Liberty, Equality, and 
Fraternity—were not new ideals to him, but a natural extension of the life he was already living. In 
many ways, the Order simply widened the circle of what he already believed: that community is fam-
ily, and family is everything. 

When approached by friends to help establish an OSDIA lodge in Westbury, Sal stepped forward 
without hesitation. Together, they founded the Donatello Lodge #2559—an endeavor that reflected 
not only his commitment to heritage, but his belief in building something lasting for others. He proud-
ly served as President, leading with the same steady hand and humility that defined every part of his 
life. 

That commitment became a family legacy. His children and grandchildren would soon join the ranks 
of membership.  His beloved wife, Rachele, would go on to serve as President twice, and his son, 
Rocco, would do the same—an enduring testament to the foundation he helped lay. 

For Sal, service was never confined to one level. His dedication to the local lodge naturally extended 
to the New York State Grand Lodge, where he continued to support and advance the mission of the 
Order. Dad travelled the State establishing Lodges throughout. He understood, perhaps instinctively, 
that the strength of the organization rested not in titles, but in the people who quietly gave of them-
selves to sustain it. 

Over the course of his life, Sal wore many hats—husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, 
brother, uncle, cousin, retired police officer, lodge president, state president and a dozen titles in 
between. Yet titles alone cannot define the man he was. 

He was humble by nature—a giver who found far more comfort in offering than in receiving. 
Recognition never interested him. What mattered was showing up, fixing what was broken, lending 
a hand, and being there when it counted. 

If you knew Sal, you knew exactly who he was: genuine, determined, stubborn in the way that builds 
rather than breaks, quick with humor, endlessly reliable, and the kind of man who could fix just about 
anything. But beyond all of that, there was one truth that stood above the rest—you knew you were 
loved. You always left with that feeling.  

He had a way of turning strangers into family, a belief he often expressed simply: 

“The first time you enter my home, you’re a guest. The second time, you are family.” 

That was not just something he said—it was how he lived. 

He also reminded us how words could be harmful even when it is not their intent. He reminded us 
to “Say what you mean. Mean what you say. Just don’t say it mean.” This challenges us to be direct, 
clear, and honest while being authentic in delivering the message with kindness and respect.  

His legacy is not found in accolades, but in the lives he touched, the family he built, and the values 
he passed on. It lives on in every act of kindness, every opened door, every moment we choose to 
give more than we take.  

To honor him is simple, though not easy: Be a Sal. Be Sonny. 

 

by Rocco Lanzilotta

NYS Past President Sal Lanzilotta and his legacy, with 1st Lady Rae, his communion, a day at home and first row, first in line in part of his prodigious family.  
Editors Note: Rocco is the Son of Sal and Past President of Donatello Lodge, he graciously provided these photos.



The 2026 Special Olympics Spring Games were held on May 2, at Berner Middle School in Massapequa, New York. Jenny Zimbardi, the 
daughter of John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 members Cindy Zimbardi and Daryl Zimbardi - Past President of the JMM Foundation, 
Inc., earned a Gold and Silver medal in this year’s Special Olympics.  A High School Sophomore, Jenny, has been a member of the 
Commack Sharks and has competed in the Long Island Regional Special Olympics Spring Games since 2019. Before the event, Jenny 
said she wanted to dedicate her efforts to her deceased Grandpa Amigues and Poppy Salvatore Zimbardi (Past Lodge Financial 
Secretary). They are proud of Jenny’s dedication, hard work, participation, and success in the Special Olympics.  The first photo is of Jenny 
with her parents; the second is of Jenny and other medalists. 
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Anniversary: 62 year member - Uguaglianza/NE Bronx Lodge #83 - 
Silvio Caserta; 50 year member - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - Frank 
Giacalone 

Births:  Scarlett Elisabeth Grove - March 21, 2026 - Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro 
Lodge #2319 

 Nuptial and Natal Announcements Section 
Please send me your announcements of marriages or milestone anniversaries (25th, 50th etc.) or of new births.  This should only be a marriage of a member sent by the member.  In addition, if a member has a new arrival, 
that is, their son or daughter or a grandparent having a new grandson or granddaughter; send me an announcement.  For marriages: the name of the member(s) namely, bride and groom, the date of the wedding and the 
full lodge name and number.  For births: birthdate (height and weight optional), name of parents or grandparents, one or more which is an OSDIA member and the full lodge name and number.  Email me, Golden Lion Editor 
at mavleonedoro@gmail.com with the subject line stating marriage or birth announcement.  The announcement (and photo if you like) will subsequently go in the Golden Lion Newspaper. 

 LOCAL LODGES - WHAT’S HAPPENING

Rockland Lodge #2176 - DeCola Family, three Generations of SOI Brotherhood Greg DeCola 
Sr, Greg DeCola Jr, Greg DeCola III.

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - On March 13, 2026, Vincent Sorrentino, who serves as Treasurer for the 
lodge, achieved a significant milestone in his professional journey. He was promoted to the position of IT Manager 
at Solaris Health Holdings LLC. While Solaris Health Holdings LLC is headquartered in Florida, Vincent’s office 
is situated in Plainview, NY. Congratulations to Vincent on this well-deserved promotion. We wish him continued 
success and fulfillment as he takes on new responsibilities in his career path. 

We are delighted to share the 
joyful news that Dr. Vincenzo 
Sellaro Lodge #2319 member 
and CSJ Financial Secretary, 
Joanne Grove, together with her 
husband Ed, have become 
grandparents for the first time. 
Their son, Eddie, and his wife, 
Kaila, welcomed their daughter, 
Scarlett Elisabeth, into the world 
on March 21, 2026 at 11:31am.  
Scarlett Elisabeth (appearing in 
the photo) arrived weighing 7 
pounds 6 ounces and measuring 
19.5 inches long. The entire 
Grove family is overjoyed by her 
arrival, and we join them in cele-
brating this wonderful milestone.  

Uguaglianza/NE Bronx Lodge #83 - On April 22, the lodge 
proudly celebrated Commissioner of Arbitration Silvio Caserta 
for his extraordinary 62-year membership in the Order. In 
recognition of his unwavering dedication and commitment, 
Commissioner Caserta was presented with a Grand Lodge of 
NY Certificate of Appreciation and a special membership pin. 
Following the presentation, Caserta recounted the history 
behind the merger of the Vince Lombardi Northeast Bronx Lodge 
and the Morris-Park based Uguaglianza Lodge, which took place 
on, May 22, 2001. This significant merger formed the largest 
Italian-American organization in the Bronx, bringing together 
members such as judges, former assemblymen, attorneys, and 
educators. Caserta highlighted the Lodge's enduring commit-
ment to the local community, especially through annual scholar-
ship programs, essay contests, and Toys for Tots donations.  
In the photo (left), Lodge Trustee Mrs. Maria Caserta, Lodge 
President Richie Ardisson, and Lodge Commissioner of 
Arbitration Silvio Caserta are pictured from left to right. 

Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 rec-
ognized Brother Frank Giacalone for his 
50 years of Membership (photo left). 
Frank served as Lodge President from 
1985 to 1987 and was presented with a 
gift from the Lodge and a Certificate of 
Appreciation from the NYS Grand Lodge.

Brother Max DeLuca of the Rockland 
Lodge #2176 (photo right) was inducted 
into the National Boxing Hall of Fame on 
April 26. Max has been a well-known 
boxing judge for many years, officiating 
numerous high-profile fights. Rockland 
Lodge is extremely proud of Max and 
honored to have him as a member. 

Romanesque Lodge #2198 - honoring our Student of 
the Month from Clarkstown North HS, Siena DeCicco 
for her excellence in the study of the Italian Language. 
She is pictured (right) with her parents as well as 
President Theresa Killian and Scholarship Chair Sofia 
Fantino.

Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 celebrates with Mepham H.S. Italian Honor Society 
Event on 3/11. Pictured below: teacher, Kristen Montuori, her students, President 
Janet Galvin, and Caboto members.



COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

MESSAGE FROM CSJ CHAIRPERSON ELEANOR JOBBAGY

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

The New York State Commission for Social 
Justice continues to engage in the work of 
combatting discrimination of Italian 
Americans and others, while always por-
traying a positive image. 
 
In Syracuse, the Columbus Monument 
Corporation continues its work to keep the 
Columbus Monument intact.  The monu-
ment was erected by Italian Immigrants in 
1934.  The new mayor is proposing a 
Heritage Park in the area where the monu-
ment is and has asked the Onondaga 
Historical Association to appoint a commit-
tee of people of various ethnicities to study 
and report on monument was erected by 
Italian their findings.  The committee is 
inviting an architectural firm to submit 
drawings of this Heritage Park with and 
without the Columbus Monument.  Many 
thanks to Carmine Federico for his tireless 

efforts and for keeping us informed on this 
issue. 
 
In Binghamton, the mayor has still not 
acted on the legislation.  The city council 
voted 6–0 to change the name of 
Columbus Park to Center City Park.  There 
is additional legislation to broaden the revi-
talization efforts for the downtown.  Thanks 
to Sarah Dozoretz for keeping us apprised 
of this situation. 
 
On a national level, CSJ President John 
Fratta will be sending a letter to the 
President asking him to declare October 
Italian Heritage and Culture Month.  He is 
asking OSDIA members to write to their 
congressional representatives asking for 
their support on this request. 
 
Regarding the Gambino film, a letter is 
being written to the producers of the movie 
asking that a disclaimer be put at the 
beginning of the movie stating that this 
movie does not depict Italian Americans. 
 
We are pleased to announce that in 
October, the New York Public Library will 
display official OSDIA Italian American 
Heritage month materials.  This has been 
made possible by the tireless efforts of CSJ 
President John Fratta and Councilman 
David Carr.  In appreciation for his efforts, 
President Fratta will present a certificate to 
Councilman Carr at City Hall. 

 
The La Bella Lingua Award Committee is in 
the process of making their selections for 
this year’s award recipients.  Checks in the 
amount of $500.00 will be presented to 
each recipient in June.  Special thanks to 
Committee Chair, MaryAnn Rispoli and her 
entire committee for their fine work. 
 
The Louis J. Gallo Memorial Columbus 
Award invites the children, grandchildren, 
and family members of a member in good 
standing who are in grades 11 and 12 to 
write an essay or prepare a video that 
proves wrong one of the many falsehoods 
about Christopher Columbus.  There will be 
four cash awards.  Submissions are due 
June 1, 2026.  This award was established 
last year by District 3 CSJ Chairperson 
Andrew Iliano.  Thank you Andy and your 
committee. 
 
Information regarding the John Dabbene 
Essay Contest will be available in June with 
a due date of September 15 for submission.  
Geraldine Graham is the Chairperson of this 
contest.  Thank you Geri and your commit-
tee for your ongoing work on this program. 
 
The new Christopher Columbus Statue was 
installed on the grounds of the White House 
on Sunday, March 22.  The statue was built 
from pieces of the 13-foot statue that was 
toppled and dumped into the Baltimore 
Inner Harbor six years ago.  The statue was 

commissioned by the Conference of 
Presidents of Major Italian American 
Organizations.  The statue is part of the 
250th anniversary celebration of America.  
The original statue was dedicated in 1984 
by former Mayor William David Schaefer 
and former President Ronald Reagan. 
 
The CSJ Luncheon will be held on Sunday, 
June 14, 2026, at Russo’s on the Bay.  This 
year’s honorees are Biagio J. Isgro, State 
Immediate Past President; John Fratta, 
Immediate Past CSJ Chairman; and, Joan 
Prezioso, Immediate Past Chairperson of 
the Italian Welfare League. 
 
A reminder to all – if you see or hear some-
thing, whether negative or positive, let us 
know. 
 
Co-chairperson Mario Cermele and I would 
like to express our appreciation to our 
Executive Board and Lodge Liaisons for 
their involvement and commitment to the 
CSJ. 
 
 
Fraternally, 
 
 
Eleanor Jobbagy 

http://www.columbusthetruth.org 
http://www.therealcolumbus.org 
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CSJ Brunch - JUNE 14 
 
NYOSDIA 44th Annual CSJ Brunch at Russo’s on 
the Bay, Howard Beach, 12-4:30pm.  
 
Honoring State IPP Biagio Isgro and Past CSJ 
Chairman John Fratta & Former Chairwoman 
Italian Welfare League Joan Prezioso. 

Ryan Sexton, 7th grade winner from Glenwood, 
MD was honored for his outstanding accom-
plishment in the 2025 John Dabbene Italian 
Heritage Essay Contest. He was so excited to 
receive a special phone call from Ms. Eleanor 
Jobbagy as well as a letter, award, and beauti-
ful certificate. It was such an honor for him to 
share the news with his Grandmother Nancy 
(Romano) Boushie, of Stella D’Argento Lodge 
#1916 in Binghamton, NY. His grandmother 
encouraged him to share his Italian heritage 
and dig deep into his family’s rich history. In his 
essay, Ryan shared “I love to learn new things 
especially when it comes to my Italian her-

itage.” His essay highlighted where his great-
great-grandparents came from in Italy and how 
they made a good life while raising a family in 
Upstate, NY. Ryan also shared that his 
Grandmother Nancy has influenced him the 
most regarding his Italian heritage. “She has 
influenced my heritage by teaching me the lan-
guage, traditions, and of course cooking.”  
Thank you to the New York Grand Lodge for the 
opportunity to stretch the minds of young stu-
dents and get them to learn more about their 
rich heritage. Thank you to Stella D’Argento 
Lodge for always sharing these wonderful 
opportunities for our children.  (see photos) 

John Dabbene Italian Heritage Essay Winner  

Photo left: this is the Italian birth certificate from his Great-
Great Grandma Romano. Photo above: Grandma Nancy 
(Romano) Boushie and Ryan Sexton learning to make meat-
balls fall 2025. 

On Thursday, April 9th, Rockland 
Lodge #2176 hosted a Student of the 
Month celebration. Students are nomi-
nated by their teachers for outstanding 
academic achievement as well as their 
dedication to the study of Italian lan-
guage and culture. Congratulations to 
all of the award recipients!  

"Il premio è il riconoscimento 
del duro lavoro e della dedizione." This 
translates to "The award is the recogni-
tion of hard work and dedication." 
 



RESERVED FOR JOE SCIAME’S RETURN 
 

GARIBALDI-MEUCCI  
MUSEUM (GMM) 

420 Tompkins Avenue 
Staten Island, New York 10305 

718-442-1608 
garibaldimeuccimuseum.com 

By Comm. Joseph Sciame, 
GMM CEO/Chair & 

President, Sons of Italy 
Foundation 
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The Carbonari: Predecessors of the Risorgimento  
By Prof. William J. Castello 

The two greatest influences preceding the Italian unifica-
tion were the writings of Giuseppe Mazzini and the 
actions of a secret offshoot of Freemasonry, the 

Carbonari. They flourished in Italy, Spain, and France early in 
the 19th century [1] 

The Carbonari was an extension of 18th century political liberal 
thought which gave rise to major political changes. These polit-
ical changes include both the American and French 
Revolutions. During Napoleon’s reign the ideals of the 
Carbonari took root and spread throughout the Italian peninsu-
la. The society’s members generally supported the concepts of 
constitutionally established individual rights, freedom of 

speech and independence from foreign colonial domination.  Its 
name meaning “charcoal-burners” is thought to come from its members meeting secretly in 
small cells or groups. They came from every socio-economic grouping, although primarily its 
membership was made up of minor nobles, army officers, small landowners, government offi-
cials and minor religious clerics. It was not a society that actively sought out lower class sup-
port, which is also true of the founding Fathers of the American Revolution. 

The 1920 Carbonari uprising in southern Italy initially forced the concession of a Constitution 
on the Bourbon King. This “victory” further inspired Carbonari actions throughout Italy and the 
movement spread to other European countries as well. In 1821 a Carbonari uprising broke out 
in the Piedmont region and then further rumblings began in Milan. In 1831 Carbonari inspired 
revolts broke out in Parma and Modena. This was followed in the same year by localized 
revolts in Romagna and the Marches. 

In the early 1830s Mazzini, a successful writer/political journalist, joined the Carbonari. That 
resulted in his 2-year imprisonment in Genoa, where he developed the “Giovane Italia 
Society” the Young Italy Society as an off-shoot organization dedicated to spreading national-
ist literature.  

In 1832 at the age of only twenty-five, Giuseppe Garibaldi was granted a merchant Captain’s 

certification. In 1833 he commanded a merchant ship delivering trade goods to a port on the 
Black Sea in Russia. While there he met two fellow Italians who were members of the 
Carbonari, a secret society which developed in Southern Italy in the late 1700’s.[2]  They 
spent many hours discussing political philosophy and the writings of Giuseppe Mazzini. In 
1933 Garibaldi joined both the Carbonari Society and Giovane Italia and took part in the 
unsuccessful Piedmont revolt in 1834 which made him a fugitive and caused him to flee to 
Brazil in 1836.  

After 1834 the Carbonari Movement replaced by the Giovane Italia Society as the unification’s 
political movement and were gradually absorbed by the Risorgimento movement; elsewhere 
they disappeared. The Carbonari, their members who fought against tyranny prior to the rev-
olution, the inclusion of both Massini and Garibaldi and the sum of all of their efforts must be 
recognized as the first push for Italian unification. 

[1]. The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, 6th ed. Copyright © 2012, Columbia University Press. 

[2]. Tom Frascella (2012) © San Felese Society of New Jersey
 

William J. CastelIo is a Past President (2018- 2023) of the Fr. Vincent Capodanno Lodge #212. He is a former 
GMM Commissioner and the historian and artist in residence.  

CELEBRATING TWO GREAT 
ITALIANS WITH STATEN ISLAND 

STREET CO-NAMINGS: 
GIUSEPPE GARIBALDI & ANTONIO 

MEUCCI  
 
by Frances R. Curcio, PhD 
 
 
In March 2025, Museum Administrator Stephanie 
Lundegard suggested that Tompkins Avenue 
needed to be co-named Antonio Meucci Way. In 
the past there was “talk” about doing this, but no 
one moved on it. I agreed to help out. Hearing 
about this project, Comm. Joseph Sciame sug-
gested including a proposal to co-name Chestnut 
Avenue, Giuseppe Garibaldi Way. So, I wrote the 
second proposal. Since the Museum is in NYC 
Councilmember Hanks’s district, I started the pro-
ject by contacting the Councilmember’s office. 
Thomas Pagliucca, the Councilmember’s con-
stituent service coordinator, provided guidance 
and advice for preparing and submitting the pro-
posals. 

The April proposal deadline was met, and in June 
2025, the NYC Council announced the approval of 
the street co-naming proposals. Plans were made 
for the event. Taking into consideration that 13 
April is the birthdate of Antonio Meucci (actually, 
his 218 birthday in 2026!), the event had to be 
planned for a Saturday, so 18 April 2026, was cho-
sen. Invitations were sent out in January. The 
attendees extended beyond the Italian American 
community. More than 170 people arrived for the 
unveiling. The event began with the singing of the 
Italian National Anthem, Il Canto degli Italiani (also 
known as Fratelli d'Italia), followed by the Star-
Spangled Banner and led by Antonio Guarna, who 
also entertained during the festivities. 
      
The event was presided by Councilmember 
Hanks, and Museum CEO/Chair Comm. Joseph 
Sciame and Co-Chair Marianne Bortone Prince. 
The Invocation was delivered by Rev. Wesbee 
Victor, Parish of St. Joseph & St. Mary Immaculate 
R.C, Church. District Attorney Michael F. 
McMahon delivered remarks about the importance 
of recognizing the contributions of Meucci and 
Garibaldi not only in Staten Island, but also in the 
rest of the world. Representatives from OSDIA 

Lodges were in attendance in addition to OSDIA 
Grand Lodge of New York State Officers, OSDIA 
National Officers, and Museum National 
Overseers. Vincent Argenziano represented 
Public Administrator, Comm. Edwina Frances 
Martin, Esq., who presented a citation. Gov. 
Hochul was represented by Francesca Gallelli. 
Borough President Vito Fossella was represented 
by Peter Trivelas. 
 
OSDIA National Overseers Chair and Co-chair 
Carol and Angelo Rossi arranged for a bus to 
transport OSDIA members from Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, and Connecticut. Other OSDIA 
members traveled from Delaware, Pennsylvania, 
Florida, New Jersey, and Upstate New York, to join 
Staten Islanders in the celebration. In addition, the 
Rossi’s gifted to the Museum a framed photograph 
of U.S. Union troops posing with Garibaldi’s 
troops. 
     
Distinguished members of the Italian American 
community delivered remarks about the signifi-
cance of recognizing the contributions of Meucci 
and Garibaldi. Giving credit to what we all do to 
strengthen the ties between the United States and 
Italy, Consul General of Italy in New York, Hon. 
Giuseppe Pastorelli stated that “The cultural goal 
of what we do here is to bring Italy and the United 
States closer, serving the community, cherishing 
our heritage and common values, and promoting 
Italy.” 
 
On a hopeful, celebratory, but critical note, Dr. 
Anthony J. Tamburri, Dean, John D. Calandra 
Italian American Institute, remarked that “It is his-
torical to see Garibaldi and Meucci on one of the 
street corners in one of the five boroughs. Italian 
Americans are still not yet part of the social dis-
course of the United States. This is one moment 

that brings us closer.” 
 
Announcing the advent of the Italian American 
Museum in Manhattan, Dr. Joseph V. Scelsa, 
President and Founder, recognized the street co-
naming as “an honor and an historic moment for 
the Italian American community. This Museum, 
along with the Italian American Museum, traces 
contributions, achievements, and struggles of 
Italians in America.” 
 
Luigi Squillante, State 1st Vice President of the 
OSDIA Grand Lodge of New York, delivered greet-
ings and congratulations on behalf of the NYS 
President Arthur Spera. It was a great honor to 
have the OSDIA National President, Comm. 
Thomas A. Lupo, present to deliver the closing 
remarks, emphasizing the Order’s support for this 
treasure—this National Historic Landmark!  
 

 
(Dr. Frances R. Curcio PhD is a member of the 
Fr. Vincent Capodanno Lodge #212, Advisor to 
the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum, and committee 
member of the Celebrated Authors of New York 
OSDIA. 

Palermo insurrection of 1820 Carbonari Membership Card, Risorgimento 

Hon. Giuseppe Pastorelli, Consul General of Italy 
in New York, delivering congratulatory remarks. 
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LOCAL LODGE - INSTALLATIONS

Congratulations  
Incoming   

& Outgoing 
Officers!

The Captain Kathy Mazza Lodge 2163A - installation of 
officers on March 25. Photo is of President Chris Delosh 
and State President Arthur Spera after the ceremony.

Gabriele D’Annunzio #321 - installation on March 16 with 
President Joseph Battaglia in center.

Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - installed 2 Trustees at their 
April 17th meeting, Brothers Antonio Baffo and Frank 
Sannuti.  Pictured l-r: Orator Bruno Caracciolo, 2nd VP 
Andy Illiano, 1st VP Gerry Filippone, Past President Joe 
Rondinelli, newly installed Trustees Frank Sannuti   and 
Tony Baffo, IPP Rosemarie Baffo Stathes, and 
President Robert Baccari. 

Vincent Linguanti Lodge #2212 - Installation of New Officers was held on March 14 with new President Rob 
Ahle.  New York State Principal Trustee Bill Barbera is on far right.

Cellini Logde #2206 - installation of officers ceremony on March 1; New President, Vincent Capasso is seat-
ed in center with 1st Lady behind him. Deputy Joseph Gallo is on far left.

Loggia Glen Cove #1026 - installation of officers on March 4; local lodge presidents, state and national rep-
resentatives joined the ceremony. President Raphael Ciano is seated in center.  State Past President Carolyn 
Reres and NYS 1st VP Luigi Squillante, representing President Arthur Spera, are also in attendance.

Installation of officers, Columbus Lodge, #2143 on March 1, 2026. Congratulations to President Frank Gatto and the incoming officers. Wishing you lots of con-
tinued success. A job well done to all the outgoing officers. Thank you to everyone who come to support Columbus Lodge. Tanti auguri a tutti! 

The Joe DiMaggio Lodge #2248 installation of Officers.  Pictured from l-r: in first row: Ceremonial Officer, 
Lynn Phillips, Treasurer Adelaide Cioli, Financial Secretary Suzanne Baur, and Trustee Paul Pesavento. 
Second row: Sentinel Pat Guthoff, Trustee John Cioli, Corresponding Secretary Lisa Macchiarola, Recording 
Secretary Barbara Oakes, National VP Robert Ferrito and his wife Lina, President Ann Marie Bettina, Lodge 
Deputy Pina Lita, Trustee Nancy LoCicero, Orator Anthony DiCostanzo, and IPP Donna Torrisi. 
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LOCAL LODGE 
INITIATIONS

 

SEMPRE AVANTI!

LOCAL LODGE - INSTALLATIONS

Stella D'Argento Lodge #1916 - installation in March with President Charlene Jones and new officers.
Uguaglianza NE Bronx Lodge #83 – installation on March 25, welcoming duly elected Officers. Heartfelt con-
gratulations to our newly appointed President, Richie Ardisson (4th from left), and his entire slate of newly 
elected officers. We congratulate them all and wish them every success in the year ahead. We extend our sin-
cere gratitude to our Chaplain, Father Duru Hypoletus (2nd from right), for his spiritual leadership, and to our 
Deputy, Marianne Prince (3rd from right), for her expert knowledge of OSDIA rules, historic formalities, and 
procedures. Special thanks to Vito Catania (6th from left), District IV State Trustee, who graciously served as 
Herald during the induction. A special note of appreciation goes to outgoing President Lorraine Corsa (8th from 
left) and Immediate Past President Linda Cerbone (8th from right) for their devoted service. Thank you both 
for the love and commitment you have shown to our beloved lodge. 

Fr. Vincent R. Capodanno Lodge #212 - instal-
lation of all the new Officers on 3-31 (photo 
below).  Michael Young (3rd from left, back row) 
was installed as the new Lodge President along 
with entire Board.  It was presided by over by 
NYS State President Arthur Spera (far right, 
back row) and the new District Deputy Neil Bren-
nan (far right first row).   

Stella D'Argento Lodge #1916 - new members: Carole 
Hutchings, Sandra Walsh, Sharima Gabriel being initiated 
at the lodge.

OFFICERS OF LOGGIA GLEN COVE WITH HONOREE MARISA GAMBINO 
Pictured with Immediate Past President and 2026 Gala Honoree Marisa Cipriano Gambino (seated center) are 
officers of Loggia Glen Cove #1016 during the lodge’s 106th Anniversary Gala held on, April 19, at Leonard's 
Palazzo. The afternoon celebrated Marisa’s many contributions to the lodge and the community and marked 
another milestone in the proud history of Loggia Glen Cove.              Photos courtesy Gill Associates Photography.

The Garibaldi Lodge #2583 - celebrated its 40th anniversary with a 40th Anniversary and Scholarship Gala on 
March 21st at the Westchester Manor in Hastings-on-Hudson. State President Arthur Spera and 1st Vice Presi-
dent Luigi Squillante present Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge President Joseph Catania and Lodge Past Presidents 
who have led the Lodge for 28 of its 40 years, receiving commendation from NYS Grand Lodge. Pictured left to 
right: Terri Tomany, Mario Annunziata, Lina Astarita, State 1st VP Luigi Squillante, State President Arthur Spera, 
Virginia Molinari-Holek, Vito Catania, and President Joe Catania. 

CELLINI’S MANY PAST PRESIDENTS 
Cellini Lodge #2206 - pictured with President Vincent Capasso and honoree Joann Grossman are 13 past 
presidents of the lodge.  National President, Thom Lupo (far right) and NYS President Arthur Spera and 1st 
Lady Joanne (back row, first two from left) joined the group at the Cellini Dinner Dance.

LIBERTY EQUALITY FRATERNITY



In 1883, NYC Mayor Franklin Edson joined a 
committee to identify areas in the 23rd and 24th 
wards and their vicinity for parks and recreation. By 
the end of the 19th century, two major cultural 
institutions evolved, comprising Bronx Park - the NY 
Botanical Garden and the Bronx Zoo, in addition to 
St. John’s College, a/o 1841, to accommodate the 
growing population.  

During the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries, a substantial wave of immigration—
primarily from southern Italy—laid the foundations for 
an Italian American community that would flourish in 
the now-bustling Belmont neighborhood. 

The consolidation with New York City in 1898 helped 
foster this vibrant cultural scene, as the new 
community formed, bringing diverse traditions and 
contributions to the Bronx during this massive period 
of immigration. A pivotal moment led to urban growth 
and the development of Arthur Ave, a main street that 
contributes to the Bronx’s rich cultural tapestry today. 
One theory of the Avenue's beginning was that the 
street was named 'Arthur Street' on a topographical 
map in 1873. Another theory concerns Catherine 
Lorillard Wolfe, who left a mansion to New York City, 
which is now St. Barnabas Hospital, and the City in 
turn named Arthur Ave at her bequest.  

Though both theories offer perspectives on Arthur 
Avenue's origins, available records do not definitively 
support either one. Catherine Lorillard Wolfe’s legacy 
is intricately linked to Arthur Avenue's history through 
her charitable bequest and its impact on the commu-
nity. While the exact details of the avenue's naming 
may not be conclusively documented, her philan-
thropic and community support have left an enduring 
mark on the Bronx. Upon her death in 1887, Wolfe 
left the estate, which included her mansion and the 
surrounding land that was rapidly developing at the 
time. The bequest played a crucial role in establish-
ing St. Barnabas Hospital, which was incorporated in 
1900 as a medical facility to serve the growing popu-
lation of the Bronx, mostly from southern Italian fam-
ilies, and Irish and German residents. Over the 
years, Wolfe's bequest provided the first funding that 
laid the groundwork for St. Barnabas Hospital's 
growth.  

The Padrone System also greatly affected immi-
grants. The Italian padrone system was a network of 
labor brokers and contractors, or padroni, who 
recruited Italian immigrants to work in the United 
States and Canada. Padroni sometimes assisted 
immigrants by facilitating transportation and employ-
ment. Still, they were known to use practices such as 
deceptive contracts, low wages, inadequate housing, 
and the exertion of control over workers’ lives, lead-
ing some to experience conditions similar to inden-
tured servitude. The system was characterized by 
abuse and was eventually targeted by legislation like 
the Padrone Act and continued efforts to curb its 
injustices. 

When the elevated Third Ave IRT line was extended 
from 149th St. to 180th St. in 1896, it enabled Italian 
immigrants to walk to the southern end of the Bronx 
Zoo. By 1899, they helped with the zoo’s construc-
tion, which was strongly influenced by Italian archi-
tecture. The Zoo was a significant factor in the early 
development of the Belmont Community, notably 
Arthur Avenue, which became a cultural hub for 
immigrants. 

Italian immigrants on Arthur Avenue in the Bronx set 
trends that established a thriving commercial district 

and created an authentic cultural center rooted in 
food, family-run businesses, and strong community 
ties. Unlike other "Little Italy" neighborhoods that 
have lost their original character, Arthur Avenue, “the 
real Little Italy,” has preserved its identity for over a 
century by supporting these trends. 
 
At the dawn of the 20th century, Arthur Avenue was a 
bustling corridor of pushcart vendors selling fresh 
produce, meat, and fish. In 1940, Mayor Fiorello 
LaGuardia set up the Arthur Avenue Retail Market to 
organize thousands of vendors and formalize their 
businesses. The indoor market is still central to 
neighborhood commerce. The vendors emphasized 
fresh, high-quality products - a legacy carried on by 
shops that still offer imported European goods and 
meticulously selected ingredients for traditional 
Italian dishes.  
 
Many of the businesses on Arthur Avenue are multi-
generational institutions, with ownership and tradi-
tional recipes passed down through families. This 
showed a trend of stability and authenticity that still 
defines the neighborhood. Businesses like Madonia 
Brothers Bakery, founded in 1918, continue to bake 
using the same ingredients and techniques as their 
ancestors. The personal relationships between shop 
owners and customers, which started with early 
immigrant business owners, continue today. Certain 
stores provide services to the grandchildren of their 
customers. The immigrants who settled the Belmont 
neighborhood brought their food, culture, and tradi-
tions, making Arthur Avenue a true Italian enclave. In 
addition, the food offered on Arthur Avenue reflects 
the diverse regions of Italy, with bakeries, delis, and 
restaurants specializing in unique regional products, 
as well as dry goods stores influenced by Jewish cul-
ture. In addition, the Teitel Bros. grocery store recent-
ly surpassed its centennial here.  
 
As the Italian immigrant population grew, especially 
after World War I, Arthur Avenue developed a strong, 
lasting identity distinct from other parts of the city. 
Unlike Manhattan's “Little Italy”, which has become 
more of a tourist destination, Arthur Avenue has 
maintained its authentic, old-world charm. Institutions 
such as the Enrico Fermi Library and Cultural Center 
were founded to function as venues and archives for 
Italian and Italian-American literature and history.  
 
Arthur Avenue is a vibrant enclave lined with restau-
rants, grocery stores, and shops promoting Italian 
heritage, dating back to large Italian migrations. What 
truly sets Arthur Avenue apart from other neighbor-
hoods is its sense of community. The people who live 
and work here take immense pride in their heritage. 
 
Anyone can enjoy the “Little Italy” of the Bronx, 
regardless of their background. License plates from 
all around the Tri-state area attest to the thriving 
tourist market. Driving in via several easy-access 
routes that connect Arthur Avenue to “the outside 
world”, visitors find easy parking in a safe, secure 
environment where they can spend an entire 
Saturday shopping, eating, and shopping again – 
often in connection with a visit to nearby Yankee 
Stadium, the Bronx Zoo, or the New York Botanical 
Garden (photograph courtesy of The Bronx County 
Historical Society). 
 
 
Author, Anthony Morante is a 2022 NYS Baseball Hall 
of Fame Inductee and Baseball Historian, bringing the 
love of baseball to the American youth. He is a 
member of NYSOSDIA Uguaglianza/NE Bronx Lodge 
#83. Visit his website at https://ushistorybaseball.com. 

I am Sicilian on my paternal side.  My grandmother constantly reminds me of the 
Sicilian blood running through my veins. I cherish the family traditions that she has 
passed down to her children and now they are being passed down to me from my dad.  
From blood red oranges to the food that I eat that was prepared in the same ways that 
it was back then to the way that I proudly carry myself day to day in Los Angeles.  But 
how did I get here?   
 
My Great Grandfather Melchiorre Terranova came to New York from Sicily in 1920 on 
the SS Dante Alighieri ocean liner and there he met and married his wife. They had two 
children before he decid-
ed that he wanted to go 
back to Italy.  He brought 
his new family but, for 
one reason or another 
they decided that Italy 
wasn’t for them. So, once 
again they took the jour-
ney across the Atlantic 
back to America and set-
tled down in Brooklyn. 
Then a couple of years later my grandmother was born on Avenue X & East 1st Street 
and she proceeded to live there until she got married and moved to the suburbs of 
Long Island with her four children, the youngest being my Dad.  My father, the 
youngest of four children (like my grandmother) moved to Los Angeles where I was 
born and now, 18 years later, I’m making a massive choice just like my great grandfa-
ther.   
 
However, I often wonder what might have hap-
pened if he had departed on one of the ships 
bound for New Orleans rather than New York 
like so many of his friends. How that decision 
may have altered the course of my family 
tree? 
 
I am now in my senior year of high school and 
was accepted to 18 universities across the 
country.  At first I thought that I would end up 
in New York following in the footsteps of my 
family that all live over there. But then, I 
received an acceptance letter from my top 
choice: Tulane University in New Orleans.  I 
am now fully committed and will be attending 
in August 2026 as a Freshman.  Maybe this 
move will be my life changing decision like it 
was for my great grandfather. But, as he traveled by boat for a new life I will be travel-
ing by plane to a new city with the hope of finding what I was born to do, while also 
learning more about my Sicilian heritage from the immigrants who decided to travel to 
New Orleans instead of New York.  As I learn more of my heritage, I can hopefully 
teach my grandmother some of the similarities that New York Sicilians share with New 
Orleans's Sicilians.   
 
I find it interesting that the same decision my Great Grandfather Melchiorre made more 
than 100 years ago is now a decision that I am also going through with. I don't know 
what my future holds in New Orleans but one thing is for certain, I am excited to 
explore the city that many Sicilians have contributed to Cento Anni Fa. (one hundred 
years ago). 
 
Editor’s Note: Daniel is the grandson of Flo Gatto a former contributing writer for the GL.  Daniel sends 
submits occassionaly. 

Arthur Avenue Redux 
by Anthony Morante 

A Cento Anni Decision 
By Daniel Winston Gatto 

 
Little Italy 
The Bronx
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LOCAL LODGES

Stella D'Argento Lodge #1916 - State Officers Anthony Rotoli, Biagio Isgro Jr, Lodge President Charlene 
Jones, honoree Donna Lupardo, NYS President Arthur Spera, State Corresponding Secretary Mark Dozoretz, 
Patrick Iandoli, and State Trustee Sarah Dozoretz at the lodge’s 85th Anniversary.  Photo below is the 85th 
Anniversary Gala Committee: Candace DeNovellis, Barbara Fiala, Rozann Greco, Mary Grace Silba, Nancy 
Muggeo, State Trustee Sarah Dozoretz, Nancy Boushie, Charlene Jones, Yvonne Visram.Columbus Lodge #2143 - Attended Cellini Lodge #2206 Scholarship & Charitable Dinner Dance. Congratu-

lations to Columbus member Anthony Napolitano who was honored with a Special Recognition at the event.  
Anthony (tallest) is with his lodge members and family.

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 
GRAND MARSHAL 

 
Eugene (Gene) Loparco will be Watervliet 
Memorial Day Parade's Grand Marshal and 
he was nominated by Sen. Jake Ashby for the 
NYS Senate's "Hall of Fame" on May 26th in 
the NY Senate Chambers.  Gene is a member 
of the Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 of 
Schenectady and a Veteran Advocate.  Con-
gratulations Gene! 
Photo below, lodge members supporting 
Gene, l-r: Phyllis Lombardi Horrath, Pres. 
Joe Battaglia and John Julian (an Afghanistan 
War Veteran).

Great Talent in OSDIA 
Anthony (Tony) Izzo, Past President of the 
Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319, has 
been involved in musical theater since 
grade school.  After taking on lead roles in 
high school, Tony earned a Fine Arts 
degree in Theatre from Adelphi University. 
He later performed children’s theater in 
schools and hospitals across six states. 
His wide-ranging stage experience also 
includes community theater, regional the-
ater, and summer stock. In Dayton, Ohio, 
he even performed as a circus clown, dis-
playing skills such as stilt-walking, jug-
gling, pratfalls, and tumbling. Before his 
recent role as Tevye, Tony’s last stage per-
formance was as El Gallo in a 2001 pro-
duction of The Fantasticks. Over the years, 
Tony has brought his theatrical skills to the 
Sellaro Lodge by producing fund-raising 
shows.  Below is a photo of Tony in his 
recent portrayal of Tevye. 

On an evening in May, the Rockland Lodge #2176 hosted their annual Scholarship Awards Dinner. Scholar-
ships were awarded to 17 high school seniors to help pay for their college and trade school tuition. These schol-
arships are made possible  through the lodge’s year-round fundraising efforts. The Rockland Lodge is honored 
to support these bright young individuals as they pursue their dreams in higher education and skilled trades. 

Members of Sgt. John Basilone  
Lodge #2442 with an American Flag 

dedicated to our namesake. Ceremony at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Patchogue 

to honor our fallen veterans in May. 
Photo l-r: Dotti Curto, Rich Amodeo, and 

Joe Adamo. 

Say hello and 
thank your Veterans.  

Pray for those souls that 
passed and guarded our 
Country on Memorial Day 

(May 25th). Raise your 
Stars and Stripes for Flag 
Day (June 14) and cele-

brate heartily for Indepen-
dence Day #250 (July 4). 



Author and poet Maria Giura PhD gave a Reading and Author Talk of her newest poetry 
collection If We Still Lived Where I Was Born, winner of the 2026 Paterson Book Prize, to a filled room 
at the Garibaldi Meucci Museum Saturday April 25.  Beginning with the title poem which takes place 
in the apartment above her parents’ Brooklyn pastry shoppe where she imagines them “still fighting, / 
still making us, / still together,” Giura read a selection of poems that unlock the meaning she’s made 
of childhood and heritage, spirituality and lost loves and drew the audience in to consider their own 
roots and journeys of self-discovery. She encouraged audience members who wish to write about 
family and heritage—but don’t know where to begin—to use family photographs as a springboard for 
writing, allowing the details in the photo to lead them to the story, which is how she wrote her poems 
“My Parents Long Ago” and “Manhattan Beach” (pictured here).  Quoting novelist E.L. Doctorow, she 
also spoke about how creating art, including the act of writing, requires a kind of faith in the process, 
trusting that what you know about a particular subject matter is enough to lead you to what you don’t 
yet know. If We Still Lived Where I Was Born, and Giura’s other books, are available where all good 
books are sold and through her website: mariagiura.com. 

The poems she read move between Brooklyn and Italy, between family and “stranger,” and 
brim with pathos and celebration, from an immigrant father “waiting…on the corner…  / bread in his 
hand” to a sister “pulling music” from her family, “helping [them] make their own song.” Beginning in 
the apartment above her parents’ Brooklyn pastry shoppe where she imagines them “still fighting, / still 
making us, / still together,” Giura unlocks the meaning she’s made of childhood and heritage, 
spirituality and lost loves and drew the audience in to retrieve their own. Both a journey to a literal birth 
place and to many figurative places of self-discovery, this collection explores what lasts when all else 
passes away.   

The last three issues of the Golden Lion (GL) in 2026 will be open to patriotic writings from 
you.  For example, what did you do for 4th of July?  Did you raise your flag, have a bbq go to 
a religious prayer for the country?  Or you can write about a famous Italian American 
(IA)/American Italian (AI) - oh, competing with technology abbreviation.  I distinguish the two 
sometimes because the colloquial term IA is used more often and the same is true of any group 
that still retains identity to its ancestral or former home.  But, AI may also be used, in my opinion, 
as to someone who is born in the U.S. and puts American first.  As an example, many years 
ago crossing the Canadian border I was asked my nationality - I stammered out Ita uh 
American.  So I think it is equally okay to say American Italian.  Anyway, send me your tales.  
 
Please follow p.2 in the GL for instructions on how to layout your article - keep it less than 700 
words; and if you have 1 or 2 pictures (and give a file name for both articles and photos) send 
it to your editor at mavleonedoro@gmail.com.  Make sure to cite your work if you research it 
from another author or website. 
*********************************************************************************************************** 
To start, I will give a very brief story about driving this wonderful country with my wife in 2025 
and staying 5 or 6 days in Montana.  I recently was watching some episodes of the Yellowstone 
series (not a streaming binger, even though it seems to have a huge following).  I must say I 
mostly watch it for the beautiful Montanan Big Sky scenery. However, in an episode two things 
Italian were mentioned that we think of as all-American - at least American West.  First was 
Lucchese cowboy boots (you can read about the famous family bootmakers from our national 
Italian America magazine, Fall 2024 issue).  I connected this to the show with an ah-ha 
moment!; and second was Andrea Fappani, who comes from Italy.  Fappani is a true modern 
day North American type cowboy and considered one of the best horsemen in the world.  While 
researching Fappani on Yellowstone it mentioned the ‘old man’ of the bunkhouse with the 
horseshoe mustache, Lloyd Pierce; he is actually the IA or AI actor Forrie J. Smith.  Wow! 
 
So back to our road trip in this big, beautiful country (I have been to 49 of 50 states).  While in 
Montana, visiting local bars we learned of distastes for certain outsiders trying to remold it.  One 
stop was Kalispell and a town north of it, Whitefish was being tranformed into a boutique city.  
This was told to us by some locals.  But Kalispell was gorgeous and led us to Glacier National 
Park to ride Going-to-the-Sun Road to see the glaciers and breathtaking vistas and nature at 

its best.  We did most of the ride but, even 
though it was the beginning of June, the 
last stretch was closed due to remaining 
snow.  We did see our first glacier (see 
photo left) which was stunning.  We saw 
the fly fishers and everything you can only 
read or watch on TV, albeit different when 
actually there.  We learned that huckleber-
ry was all around ... pies, ice cream etc. As 
in the show, we passed through Bozeman 
and stayed in the capital, Helena a couple 
of days.  Amazingly, we ate at Lucca’s 
restaurant that was as good as any New 
York City joint. 

 
GOD BLESS AND HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA! 

Book Presentation at the GMM Celebrating America 250 - by Editor Mark A. Ventimiglia 
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The Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - in April, held 2 events: below left, its popular Pocketbook Bingo was a sold out success and a fantastic time for all.  Thank you to Chairwoman Cathy Grisanti and her committee. Below 
right, an unforgettable Cigar Night. Our aficionados enjoyed steak, lobster and cigars in great company. Thank you to Anthony Miceli and his committee on organizing this event.  

Photos clockwise from upper left.  From l-r: Fran Curcio, Maria Giura and Carol Berardi; Maria Giura discussing 
the photo inspiration for her poem “My Parents Long Ago” alternative; Maria Giura discussing the photo inspiration 
for her poem “Manhattan Beach”; Picture of Maria Giura’s parents working in their pastry shoppe Savarese, the 
inspiration for several of the poems in Giura’s collection. 

Members of Loggia Glen Cove #1016 were pleased to march in Glen Cove’s 38th Annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade, joining many local organizations, elected officials, families, and friends for this longtime community 
tradition. Following the parade, members and guests gathered at the lodge for a successful St. Joseph’s 
Day Celebration and an afternoon of fellowship and good company. Photos courtesy Loggia Glen Cove.  
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2026 Golden Lion Awards Dinner
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2026 Golden Lion Awards Dinner

Garibaldi Meucci Street Renaming Ceremony



As the United States approach-
es its 250th anniversary, it is 
important to acknowledge and 
celebrate the Italian heroes 
who have helped shape 

American history. Both famous and less well-known, have 
exemplified patriotism and made lasting impacts on our 
nation.  

Over the years, I have contributed columns to The 
Golden Lion about less well-known Italian heroes.  
Most notable was  the contribution of Philip Mazzei to 
the Declaration of Independence.  For it was Mazzei’s 
writing 'All men are created equal' that was incorporat-
ed into the Declaration of Independence by Thomas 
Jefferson, a close friend of Mazzei. Over 200 years 
later, on January 1995, a Joint Resolution of Congress 
finally recognized Mazzei’s contributions. 

Another column was of unsung Sicilian sailor Salvatore 
Catalano, known as “The Italian Hero of the Barbary 
War {1804}”. Catalano was voted American citizenship 
by Congress as a result of his heroism and the vital role 
he played during the Barbary War. 

While conducting my research, another Italian hero of 
the American Revolution came to light,Col. Francesco 
Vigo, known as “The Forgotten American Patriot”. 

Giuseppe Maria Francesco Vigo was born on 
December 13, 1747 in Mondovi, Piedmont, Kingdom of 
Sardenia.  He served with the Spanish Army in New 
Orleans and ultimately came to North America via 
Spain in 1772 with the purpose of establishing a fur 
trading post in St. Louis. His trade during the years 
leading up to the American Revolution, allowed him to 
become extremely familiar with the terrain of the 
region. 

A fervent believer in the American cause, Vigo played 
a significant role in securing the American Northwest 
along the banks of the Wabash River in Vincennes 
from the British in 1779.  He served as a spy for military 
leader George Rogers Clark, nicknamed “Conqueror of 
the Old Northwest” and “Washington of the West.” Vigo 
kept Clark informed of British activity in what is now the 
state of Indiana and other parts of the Northwest. Clark 
sent Vigo to Vincennes to learn of the conditions at the 
then British-held Fort Sackville. 

On his way there, Francesco Vigo was captured by the 
Indians allied with the British and since he claimed sta-
tus as a Spaniard, he could not be held indefinitely. The 
captivity assisted Vigo's observations, allowing him to 

assess the fort's strengths and weak-
nesses. His release was contingent 
upon an agreement that he would not 
engage in any act during the war that 
was injurious to the British interests. 
Vigo accepted on the condition that 
the terms would apply only during his 
return to St. Louis.  

Fulfilling the agreement to the letter, 
Vigo travelled down the Wabash, Ohio, and Mississippi 
Rivers to St. Louis. Having fulfilled the agreement, he 
reversed course and went directly to Kaskaskia to tell 
Clark of preparedness at the British fort. Clark took 
advantage of the information and recaptured the 
Vincennes outpost on the Wabash in 1779. 

Francesco Vigo actually went a step further and used 
his personal finances to help underwrite Clark’s 
expenses in what turned out to be a failed effort to take 
Detroit.  He was never repaid for his expenditures. 

After the war, Vigo became active in the community 
and helped establish Jefferson Academy where he 
served as a Trustee. The name Jefferson Academy 
was later changed to Vincennes University. Vigo died 
on March 22, 1836 at the age of 88. 

In closing, did you know that the first American Navy, 
authorized by the Continental Congress in October 
1775, consisted of four warships and among them 
were the Andrea Doria, Columbus, and the Cabot. 

 
Source: Italian Heroes of American History by Louis. A. Lepis -  
Wikipedia 
 

Passing the Fiddler’s Bow 

You never reached one-hundred years   
like you said, passing at eighty-seven  
on the eve of Independence Day. 

I’ll always cherish the photo of your solo 
on violin as a young man at Carnegie Hall, 
something I could never learn to do. 

And how you’d take me ice-skating 
at Rockefeller Center, watch me fall 
until I could circle the perimeter. 

And how you’d carefully trim the rose bush, 
brushing thorns aside for me to sweep; 
taught me to shovel coal into the furnace. 

And how you loved long walks, anywhere, 
ziti and meatballs on Sunday, 
the New York Yankees & Rheingold beer. 

But especially those occasional times 
I stood before you trembling in fear 
and you offered me a silent smile… 

that made me the man that I am. 

 

 

Passare l'arco del violinista 

Non hai mai raggiunto i cent’anni  
come avevi detto, mancando a ottantasette,  
la vigilia del Giorno dell'Indipendenza. 
 
Custodirò sempre la tua foto da solista  
al violino, da giovane, alla Carnegie Hall,  
una cosa che non avrei mai potuto imparare a fare. 
 
E come mi portavi a pattinare sul ghiaccio  
al Rockefeller Center, guardandomi cadere  
finché non fossi riuscito a fare il giro del perimetro. 
 
E come potavi con cura il cespuglio di rose,  
accatastando le spine per farmele spazzare via;  
mi insegnasti a spalare il carbone nella fornace. 
 
E quanto amavi le lunghe passeggiate, ovunque,  
ziti e polpette la domenica,  
i New York Yankees & la birra Rheingold. 
 
Ma soprattutto quelle occasionali volte  
in cui mi trovai davanti a te, tremando dalla paura  
e tu mi offristi un sorriso silenzioso… 
 
che mi ha reso l'uomo che sono. 

 
 

Translated by Tiziano Thomas Dossena 
Author, Editor, Journalist 

Winner of the OSDIA Literary Award (2019) 
 

Robert & Tiziano are members of the NYSOSDIA Celebrated Authors 

Marianne is Co-Chair of the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Board of Commissioners, Grand Deputy to the Uguaglianza/NE Bronx 
Lodge #83 and Santa Maria Lodge #2387 in the Bronx and a Past President of the John Michael Marino Lodge No. 1389 from 
2015-2017.

Poetry Poesia

Robert Savino is the 
Past President of the, 
Constantino Brumidi 

Lodge #2211 
and Suffolk County Poet 

Laureate 2015-2017  

16 • The Golden Lion • April - May - June 2026

Honoring Early Italian Heroes in 
American History 

Spotlight on Colonel Francesco Vigo 
 

By Marianne Bortone Prince  

(Photo courtesy of The Italian Monarchists) 

Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 In April the lodge initiated five new members. Pictured are: Alfonso Amorizzo, Francesca 
Amorizzo, Eileen Bellusci, Membership Chair Lucille Romanello, Lodge President Cathy Lamberti, Lisa Abbatiello, Lorenzo 
Abbatiello and NYS District I Trustee Tony Rotoli. 

LOCAL LODGE INITIATION
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Columbus Lodge #2143 - St. Joseph’s dinner dance on 3/14.  Everyone had a fantastic time and enjoyed 
themselves. Thank you to Anthony Napolitano and all the volunteers. Buona Festa di San Giuseppe! 

Cellini Lodge #2206 - on March 19 gathered to celebrate the Feast of St. Joseph’s.  Pictured is the committee  
which provided the antipasta, pasta fagioli, Zeppole di San Giuseppe and espresso.  A magnificent altar and bread 
were blessed by Deacon Thomas Lemme and entertainment by Andrew Anton.  All proceeds will benefit three 
local food pantries.

Perry Como Lodge #2846 made a cash donation to the St. 
Anthony food pantry in East Northport.  Pictured with the 
food pantry volunteer is President Joseph Ferrandina and 
Perry Como Financial Secretary Michaline Cuminale. 

John Michael Marino Lodge No.1389 - a special initiation that was especially meaningful, as the Lodge wel-
comed Anthony John Marino. Anthony Marino is a direct descendant of the Lodge's namesake, Private John 
Michael Marino. Private Marino, remembered as the first American of Italian descent from Port Washington to 
lose his life while serving in the United States Army during World War I in 1918, is honored through the 
Lodge's name. The initiation of Anthony Marino, Pvt. Marino's nephew, marked a poignant moment, connect-
ing present members to its historic roots and the legacy of service and sacrifice that Pvt. Marino represents. 
Pictured l-r  NY OSDIA State President Arthur Spera, Anthony Marino’s son Staff Sergeant Anthony Marino, 
Jr. – USAF NJ Air Guard, his mom Barbara Marino, new member Anthony John Marino, Lodge President 
Anthony Cavallaro, and National OSDIA President Thom A. Lupo. 

Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 and The Celebrated Authors of 
NYSOSDIA Member Paula Curci is the 2026-2028 Long Island 
Literature Ambassador. This honor was bestowed on her by The Long 
Island Poetry and Literature Repository. Pictured in the Award Dinner 
on May 2, 2026,  from Left to Right are Caboto Lodge Brothers and 
Sisters and 'Celebrated Authors': Rose Cervone, Tammy Nuzzo-
Morgan, Patricia Rispoli Edick, Gregory Cioffi, Rita Monte, Bob 
Savino, Mary Ann Rispoli, Lorraine LoFrese Conlin and Paula Curci. 
Congratulations Nassau County Poet Laureate Emeritus Paula Curci 
from your Brothers and Sisters of The Celebrated Authors of 
NYSOSDIA. 

Stella D'Argento Lodge #1916 - Celebration 
for Barbara Fiala receiving Family of the Year 
Award.

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

America Lodge #2245 - Nassau County Legislator John Giuffré nominated America Lodge member Ellen 
Andrasick for the 2026 Nassau County Senior of the Year Award. Mr. Giuffré received notification in time to 
surprise Ellen and members of America Lodge with his announcement during the lodge’s installation ceremo-
ny.  Ellen, along with several other seniors from across New York State, will be honored at the 50th Annual 
Older Americans Conference in Albany. Ellen will represent Nassau County for her outstanding volunteerism 
and community leadership.  “If I can help anybody, I don’t care where you live. I can’t guarantee results, but I 
can guarantee effort…And if I can help somebody, it makes my day…So don’t hesitate to call or ask, I will try…
whatever I can do.”- lodge member and Nassau County Legislator, John Giuffré. 

Pictured: NYS OSDIA President Arthur Spera, America Lodge President Joe Armocida, Ellen Andrasick, 
Nassau County Legislator and America Lodge member, John Giuffré and representing Town of Hempstead 
Supervisor, John Ferretti, is America Lodge member Matt Capp.



Mike Cutillo is a proud three-time Past President of Geneva Lodge #2397 and a member of the Celebrated 
Authors of New York State OSDIA. You can contact him at mcutillo1@rochester.rr.com. His book, “George 
Washing Machine, Portables and Submarine Races: My Italian American Life” is available on Amazon. 

I have written often in this space about the magic of 
bell’Italia. To many that might mean her incredible geo-
graphic features — the crystal blue Mediterranean and 
Adriatic seas, the spectacularly-jagged Dolomites, the lush 
rolling hills of Tuscany. To others it means her historic sites 
— the Colosseum, the Leaning Tower of Pisa, the Greek 
ruins in Agrigento. 
 
To me, though, what makes her most special is the people. 
 
I was reminded of that just this past Easter when I received 

an email from a friend of mine, Riccardo Casamonti, wishing me and my family a 
blessed “Pasqua.” 
 
Now, it’s almost funny to call him a friend because ours is a friendship built on one 30-
minute-or-so meeting nine years ago. 
 
On a 2017 group trip to Tuscany, we had experienced a morning cooking class at a 
small restaurant, Osteria La Gramola, in Tavarnelle Val di Pesa — a lovely, serene, 
cobblestoned village of about 7,300 folks that gets rushed past by tourists on their way 
to Florence, 16 miles to the north. We were scheduled to go back to the restaurant that 
evening for a dinner featuring the pasta that we all had made, but before that we had 
a few hours to kill so we were driven to the nearby hamlet of Tignano. 
 
If you think Tavarnelle is small with its 7,300 residents, Tignano, according to the 2021 
census — which may have been conducted door to door — has 203 (not a typo). And 
one of them is Riccardo Casamonti.  
 
Riccardo speaks very fine English, so he started by gathering our group in Tignano’s 
small main piazza and regaling us with the history of the hamlet, which, if it is visited 
at all, is most frequently for its 11th-century castle and scenic Tuscan landscapes.  
 
He then moved on to telling us about the small vineyard that he ran with his father — 
only about four acres — that produced about 3,000 bottles a year of red and white 
wines and Vin Santo, Tuscany’s traditional dessert wine. He was proud to tell us that 
their winery — where olive trees also were grown to make olive oil — was treasured 
because he and his father kept alive Tuscany’s traditional wine-making methods.  
 
Members of our group moved on to enjoy lunch and some free time wandering around 
the quaint hamlet, but I stayed behind and visited with Riccardo and his wife, and it 
was because of that visit that we remain amici, primarily exchanging email greetings 
at the various holidays. I also receive newsletters with updates on the grape and olive 
harvests. 
 
Riccardo is a very interesting man, I learned that day — what you could call a 
Renaissance man in the very region that birthed the Renaissance. Not only was he a 
viticulturist and a farmer, a wine and oil maker, proprietor and owner of a B&B, histo-
rian and tour guide in Tignano but also a movie director, writer and actor! Whew. 
 
He told me he had made a feature-length film entitled “Il Seme ed Il Mare” (“The Seed 
and the Sea”) and to look it up on YouTube when I got home. I did. In fact, I have 
watched it 4-5 times over the years. It’s a comedy and actually very funny in a Chevy 
Chase, physical sort of way, about an elderly, retired professor who decides to go to 
Morocco to look for his long-lost first love and taking along with him a Moroccan street 
peddler and a bartender. Riccardo plays a local businessman who is recruited 
because he’s the only one who can drive. And away they go. 
 
The neatest thing about this film is that — in real life — everyone associated with it, 
including my amico, is an amateur. It is a unique “no budget” and “non-profit” project 
created by using folks from another nearby village, Casole d’Elba, and Riccardo was 
one of the main driving forces behind it. 
 
Now, it’s not an Academy Award winner, but as I said, it is fun, and Riccardo was rightly 
very proud of it. For me, learning about it helped cement our friendship that continues 
to this day. 
 
I hope to see Riccardo again someday, but no matter what, we will stay in touch. And 
I’m not saying that all Italians have as varied and as interesting a background as him, 
but I am saying that if you travel to Italy and keep your eyes open, you just may acci-
dentally meet a new great friend. 
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A  R e n a i s s a n c e  m a n  f r o m  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e  
r e g i o n  
by Mike Cutillo

The Celebrated Authors of NYSOSDIA 
 

My Story 
By PATRICIA RISPOLI EDICK, CHAIRPERSON 

This Committee was launched at the 2024 NYSOSDIA Convention. We are a network of 
Published Writers. You may have read articles in the Golden Lion under the banner of The 
Celebrated Authors of OSDIA, that were written by one of us…you visited our Facebook 
Page or were at a Plenary Session and Co-Chair Robert Savino or I explained our mission 
to promote a positive image of Italian Americans.  May I take this opportunity to introduce 
myself and talk about how I came to be the Chair of The Celebrated Authors. 

I am a proud third generation Italian American. My grandparents emigrated from Naples 
and Palermo in the early 1900’s. I was born in Brooklyn, but spent most of my childhood 
in Rosedale, Queens. I am a widow, a mother, and a grandmother. My late husband was 
Irish and Dutch. He was born in Dutchess County, New York, but his childhood was split 
between Red Hook in Dutchess County and Red Hook in Brooklyn. He was an Army 
Veteran who lost his life post war due to illnesses caused by his exposure to Agent 
Orange. 

As a youngster I was aware of my Italian heritage, but as a postwar child I was 
encouraged to identify as an American out of my parents’ fear of retaliation from the ‘bad 
feelings’ some people felt towards Italians. Our home embraced Italian culture, especially 
the food and the furnishings. We celebrated Holidays in Neapolitan and Sicilian style with 
a splash of Americanism to balance the scales. We were living in the Country that those 
who came before us had sacrificed much to make this country their home. My parents told 
us stories of their lives and how they witnessed or were subject to unfounded ‘hate and 
disrespect’ because of the shade of their skin or ‘just because’ they were Italian. I 
experienced prejudicial behavior from time to time but my Italian, Irish, and Dutch children 
were spared this. They attended the local Catholic Elementary School and then Baldwin 
High School. The neighborhood they grew up in was diverse and accepting. I served on 
various community committees, and I thought of myself as a typical American suburban 
homemaker. 

In 2001 my Sister Adriene passed away. She was still living in Rosedale. I was friends with 
some of her neighbors. My Sister had spoken about going to fun social events at Per 
Sempre Lodge and being asked to make sausage and peppers. That was the extent of 
my knowledge of OSIA. The evening of her wake, a group of women, (some I knew), 
performed a heartfelt ritual for the passing of a member of the Order. This touched me and 
I became interested in becoming a member of the organization that obviously cared so 
much about one another. 

The following year I joined a Lodge in Long Beach, and after serving in several Board 
Positions I was elected Lodge President. I transferred to The Giovanno Caboto Lodge 
#2372, Bellmore and served on The Board and was President 2020-2022. I am 
completing a two-year term as NYS Commissioner of Arbitration and am District II Deputy 
to The Marco Polo Lodge, Levittown. 

In 2015 I visited Venice, Florence, Rome, and Sorrento to walk the land of my revered 
ancestors. Venice and Florence did not remind me of my grandparents. When I was in 
Rome and then in Sorrento, the water, the hills, the language, and the food touched my 
soul. My grandfather was a ropemaker. I said, This is where my Father’s Family came 
from, it is my long-lost homeland. In 2023 I made it to Sicily, and I fell in love with it. I 
wondered how my Mother’s Parents could leave that beautiful place. Of course, I know 
why. They came to America for a better life, there was an opportunity for everyone to 
achieve whatever they desired. For some it became reality but for so many their fate was 
in the hands of men who did not like ‘us.’ 

I am a published author. My first short story, “A Conversation With A Stranger,” and 
Children’s Book, ‘WillieThe Dog asks What Am I,” was Published by Idea Press. Tiziano 
Dossena, who is a member of The Celebrated Authors, is the editor for both. I recently 
published a chap book, “Life is Easy It’s Living That’s Hard”, featuring fifteen of my poems. 
My writing has appeared in The Golden Lion, online and in numerous Anthologies. 
Several of my photos are in editions of Nassau County Poet Laureate Society Reviews.  

State IPP Biagio Isgro approached me in May of 2024 and challenged me to build a 
network of NYSOSDIA Authors. Co-Chair Robert Savino and I work together to continue 
to grow this community of outstanding Italian Americans who have been gifted with the 
ability to turn heads and make those who meet them see what beautiful, creative, and 
intelligent people Italian Americans are. Thank you for your time in reading this and I ask 
you to please spread the word about The Celebrated Authors of NYSOSDIA and support 
us in our work. 

 
Patricia Rispoli Edick is a member and Past President of the Giovanno Caboto Lodge #2372 



LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

Pasquale Scida is the past President of Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180. email pat_scida@hotmail.com 

Uguaglianza/NE Bronx Lodge #83 - in April, two new members were initiated. Both were sponsored by Lodge 
Past President Linda Cerbone, reflecting the Lodge's tradition of welcoming new members through the support 
and guidance of experienced leaders. Pictured l-r: Lodge Past President Linda Cerbone, Grand Deputy 
Marianne Bortone Prince, new members Rosemarie Ortiz, Martin Popovic, Lodge President Richie Ardisson, 
Lodge Orator Christopher Chirico, and Lodge Immediate Past President Lorraine C. Corsa, Esq. 

Rockland Lodge #2176 - in March the lodge initiated new members. Pictured here: Michael Solocito, Richard 
Fojtlin, Mark Konecni, William Barbieri, Principal Trustee Billy Barbera, State Corresponding Secretary Remo 
Carriero, Lodge President Anthony Albanese, Nick Tedesco, Salvatore Santello, Greg DeCola III, Ed Reina.

Writers love words, saving, keeping, banking them for future use. 
Not just writers, we all have words stored up in our heads waiting 
to trigger memory and emotion. Words and phrases we’re exposed 
to throughout our lives, “I have often walked on this street before.” 
Phrases from movies, “I’ll be baaack; play it again Sam.” This is 
especially true for Italian Americans. Some words bring back mem-
ories with a heart-tug, perhaps having heard them last at Grandma 
and Grandpa’s for Sunday dinner, “Scoolapasta, lavate-e-mani, 
mapeena, backousea.” I wrote “abash uu zell” in an article, mean-
ing “down the cellar,” and a reader e-mailed me saying she was 
flooded with memories when she read it. Words and phrases, 
songs, VOLARE OOOO and maybe SONO ITALIANO, are so 
familiar to us that we say, pronounce and inflect them perfectly. Despite this familiarity, we 
often don’t know what they mean or have a clue about their context or background. When I 
lectured on Neapolitan songs the line in “Oh Marie” translated as “let me sleep another night 
embracing you,” always upset at least one person in the audience, especially young mothers 
who serenaded their children to sleep to the tune. 

Nessun Dorma 
How many times have we heard Luciano Pavarotti sing “Nessun Dorma?” We may know the 
title words mean, “no one sleeps,” that the aria is from the opera “Turandot,” pronounced 
Turando, the “t” silent, and the composer was Puccini. But do we know that Turandot is the 
name of a mythical Chinese princess who executes suitors that fail to answer the riddles she 
puts to them. Prince Calaf solves the riddle but poses a test in return. Turandot must discover 
his name before dawn or marry him. Turandot then issues a proclamation that no one in 
Peking may sleep on pain of death until the strangers name is revealed.  Finally, the Prince 
sings “Tramonte stelle, alle alba, Vincero, Vincero Vincerrrrrrro” “the stars will fade, at dawn I 
will win, I will win, I will win” with enormous operatic vocal drama on the final Vince-errrrrr-
oooooo. There is much more detail; dying slave girls, the riddles, the prince’s father, Puccini’s 
death before the opera premiered.  Of course, the aria was of immense personal importance 
to Pavarotti because of its emotional power that won over audiences; and how it showcased 
his talent and opened up the world of opera to so many.    

E Napolitani e’ Pulcinella 

There was a famous photo in our family, framed and hanging in my sister’s home of her hus-
band John Moretti. He’s in full costume as The Cisco Kid, the famed fictional Mexican Robin 
Hood of cinema, radio and TV fame.  John played the role, among others at our parish’s dra-
matic society, where my sister Antonette met him. John owned an Auto Body repair shop 
where I worked for a while. John had an answer to every remark on the tip of his tongue, was 
terrific with customers, sometimes clowning and other times, the partner in crime or the wise 
sage. Few realized the calculating brain behind the charm and wit. He was gallant with 
woman, admired by men, tough on complainers, and could drink most under the table.  He 
treated my sister like a queen and respected my mom and dad deeply. Always clean shaven 
with a neatly trimmed pencil-line mustache, usually in workman’s uniform, although on 
Sundays going to Mass or an affair, dapper in Botany 500 suits, shirt, tie and Winston Churchill 
style bowler. He taught me to dance, tie a knot in my tie and by example how to be generous, 
a gentleman, a good husband and father.  He was prone to break out in a chorus of Oh Marie 
or Mala Femina at any time. John was Neapolitan. My mother’s pet name for her son-in-law 
was ‘Puritchenneddu” Calabrese dialect for Pulcinella, which was always puzzling to me. 

Many years later visiting Italy several of my male cousins enthusiastically asked after “uu 
Puritchenneddu.”  Who? I exclaimed. 

“Moretti, tu cogniato, your brother-in-law John Moretti, the Neapolitan.” I knew he and my sis-
ter had visited Calabria in the seventies, but hearing my cousins using the identical word my 
mother used for him surprised me. It appeared being Neapolitan and Pulcinella were synony-
mous.      

Days later on the second leg of our trip, in and around Naples I noticed caricatures of 
Pulcinella everywhere. His figure masked, long nosed, sometimes a clown, hunchbacked, 
sometimes young and often with a salacious open-mouthed demon look to him. When I asked 
random individuals, who and what Pulcinella was they answered, “Campione del Popolo,” 
Champion of the people, and “Anima de Napoli,” the soul of Naples. 

It turns out that Pulcinella is a character originating in commedia dell’arte (early opera) circa 
1620, who then became a stock character in Neapolitan puppetry. His appearance ranges 
from the comic to the grotesque as described. When a member of the upper classes he is a 
cunning thief, scammer and an opportunist; when a member of the servant class he’s a coun-
try bumpkin, a social climber who always comes out on top despite his low origins or meager 
situation.  

Pulcinella embodies the Neapolitan plebians, the simplest man, who occupies the bottom 
place on the social scale, the man who is aware of his problems but always manages to come 
out of them with a smile. Pulcinella as one researcher put it represents the soul of the people 
and its primitive instincts, always in contradiction, without fixed traits or personality. He may be 
rich or poor, a bully or a coward or both simultaneously. Pulcinella is a faithful servant, a baker 
or an innkeeper and a reckless delinquent in the body of an old man. Anything he needs to be 
to come out on top. This truth, about human survival is acknowledged, along with Naples great 
beauty and rich history in the song “A Citta e Pulcinella,” which echoes throughout Naples 
daily. Ciao a tutti, Have a great summer. 

Nessun Dorma …..Pulcinella…E Napoletani 

 - by Pasquale Scida

Columbus Lodge #2143 - On 3/25 they proudly initiated 10 new members to the lodge. Congratulations from 
President Frank Gatto and all its members. Benvenuti e Tanti Auguri a tutti!  With NYS State Past President, 
Joseph Rondinelli, NYS State Orator, Keith Wilson and Deputy to the lodge, Al DeBlasio.

Romanesque Lodge #2198 - installation of new Members with Deputy Mike Pizzi and President Theresa 
Killian. 
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LOCAL LODGES - SOCIAL EVENTS

Valentine’s Pasta & Tombola night at the Antonio Meucci Lodge #213. Thank you Brother Umberto Amato  
and Sister Anna Maria Forte for organizing this event. 

Romanesque Lodge #2198 held their 4th Annual Bowling for Cooley's Anemia Fundraiser.  Grand Lodge of 
New York, OSDIA  2nd VP Ernest Magliato, State Chairperson for Cooley's Anemia Anna Magliato, First Lady 
Joanne Spera, Romanesque Lodge Laura DiAntoni co-chair of the event, Theresa Killian President, Sofia 
Fantino co-chair and State President Arthur Spera (above).  Photos below are bowlers ready for action.  

 
Perry Como Lodge #2846 - 
On April 25th the lodge had a 
Country Western night at the 
St. Philip Neri Parish Center.  
Pictured are President Joseph 
Ferrandina and the ladies who 
made the night possible.  
Western music, cowboy hats 
and boots combined with a 
great barbeque western style 
and a huge crowd made the 
night unforgettable and a 
great success.  And back in 
March, the lodge hosted the 
card game - left, right, center - 
see members in photo below 
left. 

The Fr. Vincent R. Capodanno Lodge #212 held its annual Trivia Night on May 5.  Attached is a photo of the 
Winning Table.  Sitting at the head of the table is Vince Maligno and everyone else is mostly his family and 
some friends.  They are displaying Champions Candy, which only winners get.  A good time was had by all! 

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - Forty-eight members and friends of the lodge, attended a performance of La Bohème at Metropolitan 
Opera House on April 11—celebrating Italian culture, music, and camaraderie in one of the world’s premier opera venues. 

Rockland Lodge #2176 - once again, in April, the Italian Club students from South Orangetown Middle School 
came to visit our lodge to learn how to play bocce.  The kids had a great time and they got to enjoy hot dogs 
& cannoli as a snack.

BOWLING FOR COOLEY’S ANEMIA
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Welcome (Benvenuti ) 
 To All New Members

 
Congratulations to All 

New Members!

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

DISTRICT I 
2211 

Lorenzo Abbatiello 
Nancy Bacelli 
Joan Beska 
Karen Bondi 

Ronald A. Bracco 
Anna Cannizzaro 

Susan Anne Capone 
Joseph Cannizzaro 
Giancarlo Carrasco 

MaryEllen Cento 
Michael D’Ambrosio 
Randi D’Ambrosio 

Anthony Deliz 
Carol Fischer-Rosenthal 

Cynthia Formato 
Richard Formato 
Barbara Garcia 

Rosemary Hollander 
Jacqueline Kaminsky 

Vincent Sciacca 
Fortunato Tallarico 
Rosario Tallarico 

 
2319 

Linda Ferri Stein 
Maria Salerno 

 
2442 

Joseph Chierchio 
 

District II 
1016 

Marylu Loria 
Michael Loria 

Anthony John Marino 
Paul Munda 

 
1389 

MaryLou Ogren 
Anthony Trocchia 
Susan Trocchia 

 
2143 

John L. Attanasio 
Joseph Cataldo 

William Fox 
Andrew Monteleone 
Vincent J. Nicosia 

Vincent Olivieri 
Pasquale Pratola 
Joseph Romeo 

Philip Salerno Jr. 
Frank Sammartano 

 
2206 

Lacy Cozzolino 

Paul Palazzolo 
Lisa McArdle 

 
2226 

George Stephens 
 

2232 
Nicholas Boscia 
Angie Carpenter 
Clint Davenport 
Beatrice Haas 
Robert Parisi 
Ellen Ryan 

Frances Sciara 
Joseph Sciara 

Josephine Troiano 
David Viola 

 
2245 

Joseph Montemarano Jr. 
 

2253 
Donna DeSimone Hill 

Paul Donovan 
 

District III 
2344 

Gabriella Baccari 
Cathy Loquercio 
Lauri Loquercio 
Fran Mannino 
Lisa Mannino 
Tami Marsden 

 
District IV 

213 
Andrea Broccio 

Anthony Gerasia 
Nicky Marziliano 

Mary Jo Mastrogiacomo 
Michelle Spiniello 

 Christopher Stumpo 
Christopher Turano 

Michael White 
Ilana White 

 
District V 

2198 
Sandra Dolan 

Jennifer Henian 
Jennifer Peterson 
Amy Rose Taylor 

 
District VI 

321 
Antonia Burke 

Bruce A. Carrieri 
Donald J. DePaola 

David Farina 
Carol A. Griesemes 

Raj Ishmael 
Shagufa Ishmael 

Joseph Ottati 
Vincenzo Montesano 

Mark A. Prian 
Theresa Viva 

 
659 

Robert Conte 
Audrey M. Zimmer 

 
District VII 

443 
Matt Crimmons 
Daniel Bertoni 
Kames Cornell 
Alex Santelli 

Dominic Spinelli 
Michael Testani 
William Testani 

Nicholas Viviano 
 

487 
Mark Cerra 

Joe Chesna Jr. 
Anthony Coletti 

Anthony Competelli 
Mike Darpino 

Albert DeMarco 
Mark DiLuzio 

Anthony DiRienzo 
Daniel Ferrante 

D. J. Lane 
Thomas Martone 
James O’Brien 
Brian Perkins 
Frank Rumple 
Peter Sawicki 

Matt Ward 
Frank Stento 
Robert Sweet 

Paul V. Yannuzzi 
 

District VIII 
2397 

Peter Einset 
Donna C. Henninger 

Kelly R. Sculli 
Michael L. Sculli 

Tiffany Sculli 
Richard Tiballi 

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - initiated three new members in April. The new members: Joseph Troisi 
joined as the sponsored member of Dominic D’Annunzio, while Marianne Prisco was sponsored by Cindy 
Licatta. Dr. Douglas Prisco entered the Lodge under the sponsorship of Dr. Joseph Licatta. The ceremony 
underscored the spirit of fellowship and growth within the Lodge (pictured l-r: Dominic D’Annunzio, Joseph 
Troisi, Lodge Membership Chair Marianne Bortone Prince, Lodge President Anthony Cavallaro, Marianne 
Prisco, Dr. Douglas Prisco, Cindy Licatta, and Dr. Joseph Licatta). 

Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - in April iniitated two new members at its General Meeting: John Zozzaro and 
Robert Guarino, grandsons of Lodge Trustee Jake Zozzaro.  We’re so happy to have them join our Per 
Sempre Family. L-r:  Zozzaro/Guarino family members - Robert & Jacqui Griffin, Judy Zozzaro, Jake Guarino, 
Orator Bruno Caracciolo, Trustee Jake Zozzaro, newly initiated member Robert Guarino, President Robert 
Baccari, newly initiated member John Zozzaro, Fran Zozzaro, IPP Rosemarie Baffo Stathes, 1st VP Jerry 
Filippone, and Lodge Deputy Joseph Armocida. 

Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - initiated new 
member Giancarlo Carrasco at their March General 
Membership Meeting

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cellini Lodge #2206 
 

Proudly Endorses 
 

Mary Modica 
 

For 
 

Re-election as Commissioner of Arbitration 
 

Commissioner of Arbitration, 2024-Present 
OSDIA member, 2015–Present 
Lodge President, 2021-2023 

Deputy to Daughters and Sons of Italian Heritage #2428, 2025-Present 
District II Presidents’ Council Treasurer, 2021-2022 

Gift of Sight Scholarship, 2019-Present 
 

Candidates 

pages 21 - 26 
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John Michael Marino Lodge #1389  
Proudly Endorses  

Anthony (Tony) Conetta 
for Re-election as New York State Trustee, District 2 

 
 
 

 
 
 

District 2  
• Lodge Representative: 2013-2015    
• Co-Chairperson: 2014-2015 
• Recording Secretary: 2013-2014 
• Garibaldi Museum Liaison: 2014-2015 
• Treasurer, Mineola Columbus Statue Restoration 
Grand Lodge State of New York 
• Commissioner, GM Museum: 2014-2018 
• Co-Chair, GM Museum: 2014-2018 
• Delegate, NYS Conventions: 1999-2003, 2009-2022 
• Participation in NYS Grand Lodge functions: Golden Lion DDs, Golf 
  Outings, Walk-a-Thons, Dine-a-Rounds, Gift of Sight, CSJ Luncheons,  
  Plenary Sessions, Italian Nights at Eisenhower Park, NYC Parades 
Local Community 
• Trustee, Long Island Science Museum 
• Director, Port Washington Youth Athletics 
• President, Beachway Estates Association 

    Local Lodge: John Michael Marino #1389 
     • 35 Year Lodge Member; 1991-Present 
     • Lodge President: 2013-2015 
     • 1st Vice President: 2011-2013 
     • 2nd Vice President: 2009-2011 
     • Financial Secretary: 2007-2009 
     • Principal Trustee: 1994-1996 
     • Trustee: 1992-1996 
     • Chair, Lodge Italian Feast: 2011-2013 
     • Treasurer Lodge Italian Feast 
     • Chair for: Lodge Picnic, Christmas Party, D/D Journal 
     • Coordinator for PW Library Italian Internment 
       “Una Storia Segreta” Exhibit and Presentation 
     • Liaison for: CSJ, Gift of Sight, Cooley’s, 
       LI Parade, St. Joseph Tables, Pasta Dinner 
     • Foundation: President, VP, Treasurer, Director and Advisor  

Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge #2234 
And 

District I 
Proudly Endorses 

Mary Ann De Costanzo 
For District I State Trustee 

 

Accomplishments

Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge #2234 
 

OSDIA Member since 2010  ▪
Lodge President 2020 – 2022 ▪
Recording Secretary 2012 – 2016 ▪
CSJ Liaison 2018 – Present ▪
Served on Budget & Scholarship Committees ▪
Mother Cabrini Feast Co-Chair 2020 – Present▪

New York State Grand Lodge 
 

Gift of Sight Chairperson 2026 •
Gift of Sight Committee 2022 – Present  •
Autism Chair 2022-2026 •
Autism Co-Chair 2021 – 2022 •
NYS Arbitration Committee 2023 – 2026 •
Winter Charity Ball Co-Chair 2023 Present •
Golf Committee 2021 – Present •
Columbus Day Parade 2022 – Present •
Walk A Thon Committee 2021 – 2025 •
NYS Deputy to Constantino Brumidi Lodge 2022 – 2025 •
NYS Deputy to Dr. Calabro Lodge #3011 2023•
& 2025 – Present 
NYS Deputy to Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436 2025 – Present•



RE-ELECT WILLIAM SANFILIPPO FOR DISTRICT II TRUSTEE 
GALILEO GALILEI LODGE #2253 POSITIONS  
· SERVED AS SENTINEL  
· SERVED AS MASTER OF CEREMONIES  
· SERVED AS VICE PRESIDENT  
· SERVED AS PRESIDENT  
· SERVED AS IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT  
· CONVENTION DELEGATE  
· PRINCIPAL TRUSTEE  
 
LODGE COMMITTEES 

· SINATRA NIGHT COMMITTEE 
· DINNER DANCE COMMITTEE  
· JOURNAL/TABLE SPONSOR COMMITTEE  
· ANNUAL NITE AT THE RACES 
· ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC 
· RAFFLE BOXES 
· BINGO NIGHT 
· CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS PARTY - SANTA CLAUS 
· MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
· FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIR 
·  
DISTRICT DEPUTY 

· LOGGIA GLEN COVE 
· MARCO POLO 
 
 

The Officers and Members of the 
Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #285  

proudly endorses  

Joseph Ilardi 
for Re-election 

NYS District III Trustee 
2015-2017 Oversaw all Fundraising Events as Lodge Second Vice 
President 
 
NYS Grand Lodge Committees 
2026-Present Co-Chair NYS OSDIA Marty Lyons Foundation 
2022-2023 NYS Convention Committee 
2018-Present NYS $100.00 Raffle Committee 
2017-Present NYS Cooley’s Anemia Dine-A-Round 
 
NYS Grand Lodge Appointments 
2013-2017 Grand Deputy to A.P. Giannini Lodge #2859 
2017-2019 Grand Deputy to Per Sempre Men’s Lodge #2344 

And Luigi Pirandello Lodge #2875 
 
Member of the Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #285 since 2011 

Liberty, Equality, Fraternity 

Local Lodge Positions 
2019-2021 President 
2017-2019 1st Vice President  
2015-2017 2nd Vice President  
2013-2015 Recording Secretary  
2012-2013 Trustee 
 
Local Lodge Committees 
2013-2016 Annual Halloween Party 
2013-Present Annual Cancer Research Fundraiser 
2013-Present Annual Autism Fundraiser 
2013-Present Annual Alzheimer’s Fundraiser 
2013-Present Annual Children of the Henry Street Settlement 
Christmas Party 
2016-Present NYS Convention Delegate 
2017-Present Membership Committee 
2019-Present Annual Dinner Dance 

STATE POSITIONS 
 
· DISTRICT II PRESIDENTS CHAPLAIN  
· CO-CHAIRPERSON DISTRICT I PRESIDENTS 
· CHAIRPERSON DISTRICT II CHRISTMAS PARTY 
· CONVENTION DELEGATE  
· CHAIRPERSON KING & QUEENS PAGEANT  
· WALK FOR A CURE COMMITTEE 
· STATE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
· STATE GOLF OUTING COMMITTEE 
· COLUMBUS PARADE LIAISON 
· COLUMBUS PARADE MARSHALL 
· COLUMBUS PARADE TREASURER 
· COLUMBUS PARADE FUNDRAISER TREASURER 
· COOLEY’S ANEMIA – RAFFLE GIFTS 
· COMMISSIONER OF GARIBALDI MEUCCI MUSEUM 
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The Officers and Members of 
America Lodge #2245 

Are Honored to Endorse and Proudly Support 

Andrew Monteleone 
For New York State District II Trustee 

District II America Lodge #2245 

Immediate Past President Present 

President - Two Terms 2020 - 2024 

Orator America Lodge #2245 2019 - 2020 

Convention Delegate 2020 - Present 

Eight-year (8) member of America Lodge 2018 - Present 

Chairperson District II President’s Council 2021 - 2022 

Financial Secretary Columbus Day Parade 2022 - Present 

Chair Columbus Day Parade Pin Fundraiser 2023 - Present 

District Deputy for Cellini Lodge #2206 2023 - 2024 

New York State Membership Committee 2023 - 2024 

Community Outreach 

Representative - Elmont and Franklin Square Chambers of Commerce 

Past District Deputy, Past Grand Knight, 46-year member, Knights of 
Columbus 

President - St. Sylvester Sports Association and Garden City South 
Little League 

VP of the Garden City South Community League 2018-2021 
 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rockland Lodge #2176  
as well as all District V Lodges 

Proudly Endorse  
William Barbera  

for Re-election to State Trustee 
 
 

William is a Past President of the Rockland Lodge and has served on several Local, District and State 
positions and committees.  He is currently the New York State Principal Trustee 

 

Liberty, Equality & Fraternity 
        24 • The Golden Lion • April - May - June 2026



 
District IV  

Candidates for Trustee

Fr. Donald B. Licata Lodge #2435 
District IV and the Presidents Council 

Proudly Endorse 
Lina Ferrito 

For District IV Trustee 
 

 
Past First Lady 
Co­Chair Cancer Research 
Member Fr. Donald B. Licata Lodge 
Secretary Fr. Donald B. Licata Lodge 
Gift of Sight Committee 
NYS Convention Credentials Committee 
District IV Co­Chair Scholarship Committee 
 

Honor the past, celebrate the present! 

Joe DiMaggio Lodge #2248 and District IV  
Proudly Endorses 
Donna Torrisi  

For  
NYS District IV Trustee 

 
 
 
 

Member since 2011 ­ Proud to serve OSDIA! 
Formally served as Lodge President, Immediate Past President, 

Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Deputy,  
NYS Scholarship Chair  
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FRANK FRANCHI 
DISTRICT II TRUSTEE 

FRATERNAL EXPERIENCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

COLUMBUS LODGE #2143 
President 2023–2025  •

Immediate Past President, current  •

First Vice President 2023  •

Second Vice President 2020–2022  •

Corresponding Secretary 2018–2020  •

Master of Ceremonies 2015–2017 •

NATIONAL LEVEL 

Hospitality Co-Chair 2023–present  •

Fundraising Chair, current  •

 
COMMITTEES AND EVENTS 

New York State Golf Committee •

New York State Cigar Night  •

New York State Walkathon  •

Long Island Columbus Day Parade  •

Convention Committee  •

New York City Parade  •

1st Annual New York State Pocketbook Bingo  •

Italian Night •

 

NEW YORK STATE GRAND LODGE 
Convention Delegate 2018–present  •

Public Relations 2025–present  •

Alzheimer’s Committee Co-Chair 2025–present •

$100 Raffle Chairman 2022–present •



 
 

RE-ELECT 
Anthony Rotoli, Jr. 

DISTRICT I STATE TRUSTEE 
 

 
Accomplishments 

 
Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436 

 
Charter Member 2008 •
Served as Sentinel 2008 – 2010 •
Served as Trustee 2010 – 2011 •
Served as Vice President 2011 – 2013 •
Served as Orator 2013 – 2015 •
Served as President 2015 – 2018 •
2016 started 9/11 Memorial Service Every Year •
Served as IPP 2017 – 2018 •
Served as President 2018 – 2024 •
Membership Chair 2018 – 2025 •
Convention Delegate 2018 – 2025  •
District I Presidents Treasurer 2018 – 2024 •
Chaired District I & II Christmas Party 2020 – 2024•

New York State Grand Lodge 

 
District I Deputy •
Alternate Arbitration Commissioner •
Grand Lodge Foundation Golf Outing Committee •
Co-Chair Long Island Columbus Day Parade •
CSJ Executive Board Member •
Co-Chair CSJ Fundraising •
District I CSJ Liaison •
Co-Chair Brookhaven Town Taste of Italy •
Honored with a Plaque at the Suffolk County Taste of Italy •
Culture and Heritage Month 
Elected National Delegate at the State Convention •
Elected National Arbitration Commissioner •
National Membership and Retention Committee •

Sarah L. Dozoretz 
 

Candidate for District VII State Trustee 
Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6-year member of the Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America – •
Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 (November 2020–Present)  

New York State District VII Trustee (September 2025–Present)  •

Lodge Orator, Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 (April 2023–•
September 2025)  

Lodge Trustee, Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 (April 2021–April •
2023)  

Chairperson, Veterans Committee – Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 •
(April 2023–Present)  

Co-Chair, “Christmas with a Veteran” Committee (April 2023–•
Present)  

 
Marjorie Focarazzo 

Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270 
Elect District VIII State Trustee 

 
Local Lodge 
   Trustee 
   Vice President 
   President 
   Immediate Past President  
   Scholarship Committee 
   Fundraising/Events Committee 
 
District 
   CSJ Liaison 
   Scholarship District Chair 
 
Grand Lodge 
   Nominating Committee 
   Newsletter Competition Judge 
   CSJ 
   Arbitration 
   National Delegate 
 

Supreme Lodge, Past 
   Women’s Leadership Committee, Co-Chair 
 
Supreme Lodge, Current 
   Leadership Development Committee, Chair 
   Honors and Recognitions, Co-Chair 
   Awards Committee 
   Charities Committee 
   Culture Committee 
   Festa Italian Planning Committee 
   Scholarship Committee 
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UPCOMING STATE/NATIONAL & LOCAL LODGE EVENTS
2026 

 
STATE & NATIONAL 

EVENTS 
 

June 14 - NYOSDIA CSJ Brunch at Russo’s on the 
Bay, Howard Beach, 12-4:30pm, $125pp. Honoring: 
State IPP Biagio Isgro, Past CSJ Chairman John 
Fratta & Former Chairwoman Italian Welfare 
League Joan Prezioso. Contact: Eleanor Jobbagy @ 
516-551-3125. 
 
June 25-28 - NYOSDIA 118th State Convention at 
The Crowne Plaza Albany-Desmond Hotel, 660 
Albany Shaker Road, Albany. Contact: Anna 
Magliato @ 347-306-9558 or Carol DiTrapani @ 
516-785-4623. 
 
Aug. 8 - NYOSDIA Summer Plenary Session hosted 
by Rockland Lodge #2176 at Rockland Lodge Hall, 
Blauvelt, 8:30am Breakfast/Lunch 12pm. Contact: 
Eileen Stavis or Carol DiTrapani @ 516-785-4623. 
 
Sept. 26 - NYOSDIA Annual Gift of Sight Luncheon 
at Captain Bills, Bayshore, 12noon. Honoring Past 
Gift of Sight Chairperson Mary Naccarato. Further 
details to follow. Contact: Mary Ann DeCostanzo @ 
631-730-2846. 
 
Nov. 7 - NYOSDIA 38th GMM Fundraiser 
Luncheon honoring Sons of Italy Foundation 
President Joseph Sciame at LiGreci’s Staaten, 
Staten Island, 12-4pm. Further details to follow. 
Contact: Frances Cicero at facfad24@verizon.net. 

 
LOCAL LODGE EVENTS 

 
2026 

 
June 1 - Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583  
Scholarship Night at Eastchester H.S. Cafeteria, 7pm. 
Contact: Lina Astarita @ 914-844-0147. 
 
June 1 - Columbia County Lodge #659 - 28th Annual 
John Florio Golf Tournament at Columbia Golf & 
Country Club, Claverack, 10:15am, 3:30pm/Dinner, 
$125pp. Contact: Phil Abitabile @ 518-965-6439. 
 
June 1 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - Movie 
Night at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 'Clare & 
Francis', 6:30pm doors open, 7pm movie. Contact: 
Cathy Lamberti @ 631-748-5117. 
 
June 4 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232  Summer 
Blast Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, 7pm, 
$35pp. Contact: Vicky Canestro @ 631-472-2868. 

June 6 - Cellini Lodge #2206 - Night at the Races at 
Clinton Martin Park, 6:00pm, $35pp. Contact: 
Anthony Calabro @ 516-640-8057. 
 
June 11 - Dr. Calabro Lodge #3011 - Tea Party at 
Mastic Beach Association, Mastic Beach, Finger 
Foods, Fruit & Desserts, Tea Hat Contest, $20pp. 
Contact: Donna @ 516-456-5796. 
 
June 13 - Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916  Christmas 
With A Vet Poker Run/My Uncle’s Place, 
Binghamton. Contact: Liz Pearce @ 607-237-5044. 
 
June 16 - John Michael Marino Lodge #1389  
Annual Scholarship & Awards Night at 7:45pm, at the 
Port Washington Adult Activities Center. Contact: 
Jackie Maura Heron @ 516-351-5041. 
 
June 18 - Cellini Lodge #2206 - Scholarship Night at 
Notre Dame Church, New Hyde Park, 7pm. 
 
July 12 - Progresso Lodge #1047 - Scholarship 
Dinner, Bella Domani, Syracuse, 1pm, $40pp. 
Contact: Josephine Federico @ 315-457-5010. 
 
July 12 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 - Joe 
Franzone Memorial Picnic at Marconi Lodge Hall, 
Islip, $35pp, 12noon. Contact: Vicky Canestro @ 
631-472-2868. 
 
July 12 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  Mass 
for Deceased Members at Sts. Cyril & Methodius 
Church, Deer Park. Contact: Cathy Lamberti @ 631-
748-5117. 
 
July 14 - Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916  Scholarship 
Dinner, 62 Carroll Street,  Binghamton. Contact: 
Charlene Jones @ 607-770-9187. 
 
July 21 - Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - Wooden Horse 
‘Night at the Races’ at St. Mary/Maris Stella Knights 
of Columbus Hall, Lynbrook, $10pp. Contact: Robert 
Baccari @ 516-859-3431. 
 
July 23 - Capt. Kathy Mazza Lodge #2163A 
Governor’s Comedy Fundraiser, 90 Division Avenue, 
Levittown, 6pm, $35pp. Contact: Rose Garvalosa @ 
516-521-0865. 
 
July 24 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  ‘Disco 
Night’ with Live Entertainment at Brumidi Lodge 
Hall, Deer Park, 7-11pm, $45pp. Contact: Barbara 
Napoli @ 631-786-9306. 
 
July 25 - Perry Como Lodge #2846 - Annual Family 
Barbecue at the Knights of Columbus, 28 Boulevard 
Ave., Greenlawn, 12-5pm, $40pp/Kids under 12 free. 
Rain date: 7/26. Contact: Joe Ferrandina @ 631-495-
7521 or Charlie Sorrentino @ 631-261-1989. 

July 25 - America Lodge #2245 - Annual Fishing Trip 
aboard the Captree Captain Eddie B 111, 7am. 
Contact: Michael Avallone @ 917-299-7251. 
 
July 26 - Giuseppe Nigro Lodge #2234 - Picnic at 
Heckscher State Park, Islip, Field #2, $50pp. 10am. 
Contact: Sal Bisulca @ 516-322-2142. 
 
July 26 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Italian 
Heritage Festival at Kensico Dam, Westchester,  12-
6pm. Contact: Camille Tarone @ 914-761-9073. 
 
Aug. 3 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - Movie 
Night at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 'Life is 
Beautiful', 6:30pm doors open, 7pm movie. Contact: 
Cathy Lamberti @ 631-748-5117. 
 
Aug. 6 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232  Hawaiian 
Luau Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, 
$35pp. Contact: Vicky Canestro @ 631-472-2868. 
 
Aug. 8 - Sgt. John Basilone Lodge #2442  Summer 
Dinner & Show at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, 
Patchogue, 2-6pm, $65pp. Contact: Joe Adamo @ 
516-319-4271. 
 
Aug. 11 - Fr. John Papallo Lodge #2684 - 23rd 
Annual Fr. John Papallo Memorial Golf Outing at 
Smithtown Landing C.C., 8am shotgun start. Contact: 
Rick Annichiarico @ 631-724-3697. 
 
Aug. 14-18 - Geneva Lodge #2397 - Heritage Italian 
Festival at Geneva Lodge, Geneva. Contact: Peter 
Gillotte @ 315-781-2242. 
 
Aug. 15 - Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319  Nick 
Mauro Family Picnic, Church of the Resurrection, 
Smithtown, 11am. Contact: Jim Cerullo @ 516-790-
5874. 
 
Aug. 28 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  
‘Bunco’ at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 6:30pm, 
$25pp. Contact: Linda Galenskas @ 516-356-0949.  
 
Aug. 28-31 & Sept. 9-4 to 9-7- Giuseppe Nigro 
Lodge #2234 - Feast of Mother Cabrini at Suffolk 
Community College Campus, Wicks Road, 6-10pm 
weekdays, 4-10pm weekends. Contact: Sal Bisulca @ 
516-322-2142. 
 
Sept. 3 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232  Oldies 
But Goodies Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, 
Islip, $35pp. Contact: Vicky Canestro @ 631-472-
7868. 
 
Sept. 6 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Annual 
Family Picnic at Ridge Road Park. Contact: Anthony 
Miceli @ 914-879-6884. 
 

Sept. 10-13 - John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - 
45th Italian Festival at N. Hempstead Beach Park 
(Lot 2) 175 West Shore Rd., Pt. Washington - Food, 
Rides, Games, Vendors, Day & Night Music 
Entertainment - Fireworks, Saturday, $5 parking fee. 
Contact: Tony Cavallaro @ 516-244-1782 or Tom 
Giovenco @ 516-314-1849 or www.marinolodge.org. 
 
Sept. 12 - Columbia County Lodge #659  Rocky 
Romano Golf Tournament at the Lodge, 27 Bridge 
St., Hudson, 8:30am sign-in, $30/team. Contact: 518-
929-6183. 
 
Sept. 19 - America Lodge #2245 - Annual Picnic in 
the Park, Plattsduetsche Park, 1-5pm. Contact: Maria 
Passalaqua @ 516-456-3078. 
 
Sept. 27 -  Perry Como Lodge #2846 - Left, Right, 
Center Dice Game at St. Philip Neri Parish Center, 
Northport, 1-4pm, $20pp. Contact: Denise Ferrandina 
@ 631-493-0531.  

 
Garibaldi-Meucci Museum   

 Special Upcoming Events 
vAdmission is $5 for GMM Members, $10 for non-
members Contact Stephanie Lundegard  @ 718-442-
1608 or Visit our website at garibaldimeuccimuse-
um.com 
 
vJune 20 - Saturday 2pm - Immigration, 
Assimilation and Returning: Two Italian American 
writers explore their shared heritage. A conversation 
with Linda Dini Jenkins  and  Victoria Sirianni. They 
will be discussing their books: Becoming Italian: 
Chapter and Verse from an Italian American Girl. The 
other book: IL Viaggio: The Journey from Italian to 
American. 
 
June 27 - Saturday 4pm - Maestro Alan Aurelio pre-
sents a concert on the grounds of the museum “Red, 
White and Bel Canto” in celebration of 250th 
Anniversary of our Independence. Featuring opera 
performances by Cassandra Douglas, Jonathan R. 
Green and Galina Ivannikova along with Jared 
Marmo, vocalist/pianist. 
 
June 28 - August 31 - William Castello “Music of 
America” Art Exhibit opens on June 28 at 1pm. 
 
vOct. 24 - Saturday 2pm - Dr. Snjezana Smodlaka 
and Anita Sanseverino lecture on Caraviggio.

      
 

  As of 5/6/26 
 
 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE - September 26 
 

 NYOSDIA Annual Gift of Sight Luncheon at Captain Bills, Bayshore, 12noon.  
Honoring Past Gift of Sight Chairperson Mary Naccarato. 

 

 
SAVE THE DATE - November 7 

 
 NYOSDIA 38th GMM Fundraiser Luncheon honoring Sons of Italy Foundation President 

Joseph Sciame at LiGreci’s Staaten,  
Staten Island, 12-4pm.

Following the May general meeting, members of the John Michael 
Marino Lodge No. 1389 celebrated with delicious cannoli filling. 
Featured in the photo are Lodge members Maria Cavallaro, Linda 
James, and Dianne Powell.



The Golden 
Lion 

is seeking new adver-
tisers - or former 

advertisers to return!  
We are asking busi-
nesses to promote 

themselves with our 
advertising. 

Call our office at  
1-800-322-6742 for 
further information.

Don’t Forget 
 

NYOSDIA 
Grand Lodge 
Foundation  

Annual 
Cooley’s 
Anemia 

Dine-Around 
April 7

Filial Friendliness 
Send photos of gatherings with other lodges 
(for other than the normal events and dinner 
dances) displaying one of our main tenets...  

FRATERNITY

- Super Lawyers, Ten + years  
- Martindale Hubbell: Pre-Eminent 
Lawyers & 5.0/5.0 Ethics, 10+ years       
- Expert Network: Distinguished 
Lawyer 
- Avvo Rating:  10/10 & Client Rating:  
5/5 “STARS” 
- The National Trial Lawyers Association Member 15+ 
year 
- New York Times, New York City Metro Area, Top 
Attorney 

Admitted to practice in NY, NJ & MA 
Michael A. Santo, Esq. 

CELL: 516.551.5503 EMAIL:  AttySANTO@gmail.com  
Concentrating in:  

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE, 
PERSONAL INJURY & NURSING HOME CLAIMS 

40+ years of Experience 
Of Counsel to: 

Cheung & Lauterborn, P.C. 
200 Garden City Plaza, Suite 224 

Garden City, New York 11530 
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Cellini Lodge #2206 - at the 5/4 Cellini general meeting cur-
rent Deputy Joseph A. Gallo (Loggia Glen Cove #1016), 
President Vincent Capasso, Past Deputy Joseph Gallo (also 
Loggia) and Past Deputy/State Deputy Andrew Monteleone 

On May 1, Joseph Sciame was 
honored during a ribbon cutting 
with a recruitment office in the 
School of Education being named 
in recognition to his over 60 years 
of service to St. John’s University. 
Many dignitaries attended and 
many of us in OSDIA supported the 
event as a lot are alumni. The 
above right photo is of Joe and his 
sister Gertrude. Directly above is 

Joe (center) with right to left in photo: National President from NY, Thom Lupo; Immediate Past National 
President from CT, Michael Polo; Vincent Illuzzi and Mark A. Ventimiglia, Past Presidents of Cellini Lodge 
and students long ago at St. John’s that Joe personally aided.  Congratulations Joseph!

Happy Birthday America 
July 4th 2026 
250 years strong.

Joe’s Door


