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Ordine Figli d’Italia in America

118th STATE CONVENTION 

CSJ HONORS IPP BIAGIO ISGRO AND 
PAST CSJ CHAIRMAN JOHN FRATTA 

NELA RECOGNIZES NYSOSDIA 
WITH HONORS FOR  

JOSEPH SCIAME AND 
 MARY NACCARATO  

At the New York State OSDIA convention from June 25 - June 28 
the work of the Order was done with elections, awards and 
donations as part of the process. The above photo shows NYS 
President Arthur Spera (at podium) with the new Executive Board.  
Besides Trustees installed, there were those sworn in as 
Commissioners of Arbitration. (more photos throughout this issue)

The Commission for Social Justice Luncheon was held June 14 at Russo’s 
on the Bay.  In photo is IPP Biagio Isgro, Jr. with Past State 1st Lady Marisol 
and current CSJ National President John Fratta with Past Petrosino Lodge 
#285 1st Lady Elena. (more photos p. 7)

The 37th Annual National 
Education & Leadership 

Awards (NELA) Gala took 
place on May 28th in 

Washington D.C. Two of 
the awardees were NYS 

OSDIA members. Joseph 
Sciame, the National Past 

President and current 
Sons of Italy Foundation 
(SIF) President. At left he 
receives award with sister 
Gertrude on his right and 
National IPP Michael Polo 

and current National 
President, Thom Lupo on 

his left. 
Below left Mary Naccarato, 

Chair Emeritus, OSDIA 
Grand Lodge of New York 
Gift of Sight Committee 

and Grand Lodge of New 
York Past First Lady 
receives award with 
husband, Past NYS 

President, Tony on her 
right and National 

President Thom Lupo on 
her left. (more photos centerfold)
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ARE YOU CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
PLEASE NOTIFY THE GOLDEN LION 

 
This will assure that you will receive your copy of the Golden 
Lion on time at your new address, and the NY Grand Lodge 
will save the 75 cents charged by the United States Postal 
Service for each returned newspaper.  Please notify us of a 
change of address as soon as possible. 
 
Email or send letter or postcard to the Grand Lodge office 
(see below). Include the following: name, lodge #, complete 
old address and new address otherwise changes cannot be 
processed. 

EMAIL TO: nysosia@aol.com 
MAIL TO:  New York State OSIA Grand Lodge 

Attention:  The Golden Lion 
2101 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY  

11710-5605
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NEW YORK OSIA HALL OF FAME

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE  
SEPTEMBER 8, 2026 

 
All articles for publication must be typed, double spaced and saved and sent as 
a document file in Arial Narrow 12pt. font.  All photograph captions must be 
typed identifying lodge with full name and number; all persons should be identified.  
Digital photos should be taken in the highest quality setting possible of the 
camera or phone; poor quality photos may NOT be published.  DO NOT copy 
and paste photos in email, rather attach as a file (named if possible).   All articles 
and captions must be received before the deadline date. Unpublished articles 
are not returned.  The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, letters, advertise-
ments, and other material submitted for publication, for its length, clarity, accuracy, 
and for conformity to the ideals of the Order.  For further information please 
contact the Editor by email:  mavleonedoro@gmail.com.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK   

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Grand Lodge of New 
York, 
 
We’ve completed our 118th Grand Lodge Convention, 
and we’ve once again, done it with class, dignity and 
style. There are so many people to thank for making 
this so successful. From our Chairlady Anna Magliato 
and Co-Chair Carmine Rosato and Chairperson 
Emeritus Carol DiTrapani to every committee person, I 
can’t thank you enough for all you have done. Thank 
you to all of the committee chairpeople for keeping 
reports as brief as possible, but at the same time being 
completely informative. You all should be commended. 
 
Congratulations to all of the State Trustees and 

Arbitration Commissioners on your elections, I know you will all do a great job in your 
respective positions. Thank you to all of the outgoing Trustees and Commissioners 
for all you have done, and all you will continue to do. Also, congratulations to all of 
the award winners, Anna Magliato and Anthony Vasaturo for the Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro 
Award; Dr. Frances Curcio for the Literary Award, The Fiala Family for Family of the 
Year; Geraldine and Robert Graham for the Presidential Lifetime Achievement 
Award; and State Immediate Past President Biagio J. Isgro, Jr. for receiving the Bene 
Emeritus Award. And also, all of the lodges and individuals for receiving awards in 
other categories. And, I would be remiss if I did not thank everyone for your more 
than generous donations to our charities. New York is second to none when it comes 
to charity, thank you all. 
 
I must thank our State Chaplain Fr. Anthony Saliba for attending and for joining us 
throughout the weekend and thank all of the members for making him “one of the 
family”. Fr. Anthony celebrated the Mass of the Holy Eucharist on Saturday morning 
to a PACKED HOUSE, including people who were standing along the walls and in 
the hallway outside. I was glad to see so many members attend that Mass. I think we 
will need a bigger room next year! Thank you so much Father Anthony. 
 
We will be having a Plenary Session on Saturday, August 8th hosted by the Rockland 
Lodge in Blauvelt, NY. As has been our tradition for Summer Sessions the dress will 
be casual neat. No jackets or ties required for the men. But, please, no jeans or 
shorts. The following Autumn Plenary in October will be a “Road Trip” for many. We 
will go, via bus, from downstate to Geneva. That plenary will be hosted by the 
Geneva Lodge and the Vince Lombardi Lodge from District 8. That will be a 3-day 
event. More details to follow. 
 
In a few weeks our National Officers will be traveling to San Francisco to the National 
Plenary (Aug. 12-16). It should be a very informative and productive few days. We 
will be led by our National President Thom Lupo, I know I am looking forward to it. 
 
As you know, with the re-administration of the Garibaldi Meucci Museum the terms 
of the Commissioners have ended. With the adoption of guidelines and a re-write of 
that article in our NYS Supplemental By-laws, the State President will now appoint a 
Board of Advisors (5) that will replace those former Commissioner positions. At the 
time of this writing, I am presently doing just that. 
 
As many of you may have seen, the Grand Lodge Office now has a new sidewalk, 
and plans are set to replace the outdoor sign with a fully electric LED sign which is 
coming soon. A permit has been filed, and we are waiting for that to come to fruition.  
 
There are some fundraising projects in the works for the Grand Lodge including, the 
State Golf Outing, the Gift of Sight Luncheon, the Cigar Night and others, please 
check the calendar of events. Also, for a fun family evening, we are selling tickets at 
$15 each to a Long Island Ducks Game on August 29th which includes fireworks 
after the game. The next edition of the Golden Lion newspaper will include photos 
and a listing of the 2026 Grand Lodge Foundation, Inc. Scholarship recipients. We 
congratulate each and every student. 
 
Enjoy your summer and stay safe. 
 
Fraternally Yours, 
 
 

Arthur Spera 
President 
New York State Grand Lodge 
 

President’s Addendum: 
On Saturday, June 20th a small group of Executive Board Officers ventured into Little 
Italy in  Manhattan to the Founding Site of our Order. We placed a wreath at the doorway 
of the site to commemorate the 121st Anniversary of our beloved organization. I thank all 
who were able to attend, it was a beautiful day. We were invited into the Italian American 
Museum by Joseph Scelsa who gave us a private tour. Afterwards we enjoyed a very 
delicious lunch at Grotta Azzurra Restaurant. Thank you to Anna Magliato for arranging 
the lunch.   

Convention  - President’s Photo Gallery

President Arthur and 1st Lady Joanne at CSJ Luncheon

118th Convention - Albany, NY



FR. ANTHONY SALIBA 
NEW YORK OSDIA STATE CHAPLAIN
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In Memoriam
FROM YOUR STATE CHAPLAIN 

By Fr. Anthony Saliba 
  

The Colosseum: A Daily Encounter 
with Eternity 

 
For many years, while attending university in 
Rome, my daily routine included a simple but 
unforgettable moment. Every morning, from 
Monday to Saturday, on my way to classes at 
the Pontifical University La Gregoriana, I would 
step off the subway at the stop called Colosseo. 
Like countless Romans and visitors before me, 
I would emerge from the underground and find 
myself face to face with one of the most impos-
ing structures ever built by human hands. Day 
after day, I passed in front of the Colosseum, 
sometimes in haste, sometimes lingering for a 
moment, but never without a sense of awe. 
That immense stone ellipse, rising suddenly 
amid other ancient ruins, silently reminded me 
that Rome is not merely a place on the map, but 
a living dialogue between past and present. 
 
The Colosseum, properly known as the 
Amphitheatrum Flavium, was begun around AD 
70 under Emperor Vespasian and completed in 
AD 80 by his son Titus, with later modifications 
by Emperor Domitian. Built in the heart of 
Rome, it was intended as a gift to the people 
after the excesses of Nero’s reign. Where once 
stood Nero’s private lake, the Flavian emperors 
erected a public monument dedicated to spec-
tacle and imperial power. Capable of holding 
over 50,000 spectators, the Colosseum was the 
largest amphitheater in the Roman world and a 
marvel of ancient engineering. 
 
Within its walls took place gladiatorial combats, 
animal hunts (venationes), public executions, 
and elaborate spectacles meant to display the 
might of Rome and entertain its citizens. These 
events were not merely amusement; they were 
political and social instruments, reinforcing 
Roman values such as courage, discipline, 
honor, and the supremacy of the state. The 
architecture itself - with its orderly tiers, arches, 
and innovative use of concrete - reflected the 
Roman genius for organization and durability. 
Even today, despite the passage of nearly two 
millennia, the Colosseum stands as a testa-
ment to Rome’s ability to build not only for the 
moment, but for eternity. 

 
Yet history also invites us to view the 
Colosseum with honesty. Beneath its grandeur 
lies a story of human suffering. Gladiators, 
often slaves or prisoners of war, fought to enter-
tain the crowds. Animals were transported from 
across the empire to die for spectacle. In later 

centuries, Christian tradition associated the 
Colosseum with martyrdom. While historical 
details are debated, the symbol remains power-
ful. What once was a place of blood and death 
has, over time, been transformed in meaning. 
Today, the Colosseum is marked with the 
Stations of the Cross on Good Friday, presided 
over by the Pope, turning a former arena of vio-
lence into a place of prayer and remembrance. 
 
For us Italians, and especially for members of 
the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy, the 
Colosseum speaks on multiple levels:  

1. It is a symbol of our heritage and of a 
civilization that shaped law, architecture, 
language, and culture across the Western 
world.  
2. It reminds us that Italy has long been 
a crossroads of ideas and peoples. To walk 
past the Colosseum—whether daily, as I 
once did, or once in a lifetime—is to be 
confronted with the weight of that inheri-
tance. 
3. At the same time, the Colosseum 
challenges us to reflect on who we are 
today. It invites questions about the use of 
power, the value of human dignity, and the 
way societies remember their past. The 
Romans built the Colosseum to display 
strength and unity; we preserve it to 
remember history and to learn from it.  

 
In an age marked by rapid change and fleeting 
achievements, the Colosseum stands as a les-
son in endurance. Stone by stone, it has out-
lived emperors, ideologies, and regimes, 
reminding us that what truly lasts is not specta-
cle, but meaning. 
 
Those years of stepping off the subway at 

Colosseo were more than a 
commute to university. They 
were a daily lesson in humility 
and continuity. Each morning, 
that massive structure seemed 
to whisper the same message: 
you are passing through history, 
but history is also passing 
through you. The Colosseum 
belongs to Rome, to Italy, and 
to the world—but it also belongs 
to memory and responsibility. 
 

In preserving and honoring monuments like the 
Colosseum, we do more than safeguard ancient 
stones; we safeguard stories. And in telling those 
stories to future generations, we ensure that the 
grandeur, the lessons, and even the shadows of 
our past continue to illuminate our path forward. 

From the Editor’s Desk! 

Dear Brothers & Sisters, 
 
I hope everyone is enjoying their summer.  Especially our country’s 
sestercentennial (or another to say it - Semiquincentennial) birthday. 
Happy 250th to the USA!  While it was very hot in most of the northeast 
on July 4th and some of the fireworks met the rain, overall the celebration 
for our great country was exciting and memorable to me.  Hope yours was 
filled with everything you expect from a special birthday.  

 
On a sad note, one of my contributing writers passed away - Prof./Cav. Philip J. DiNovo of 
the Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 in Schenectady.  Gene LoParco writes a tribute on 
page 12 - ‘Phil’s page.’  As many of you may know, especially those in the Albany area 
lodges, Phil was Director of Albany's American Italian Heritage Museum Cultural Center.  We 
will certainly miss Phil who had a wonderful life dedicated to his Italian American heritage. 
 
The 118th Convention in Albany is complete and the business of the Order was taken care 
of during the Thursday to Sunday schedule of the last week of June. Congratulations to all 
the awardees: IPP Biagio Isgro, Jr. on receiving the Bene Emeritus; Anna Magilato and 
Anthony Vasaturo - Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro; Fiala Family - Family of the Year; Dr. Frances R. 
Curcio - Literary; America Lodge #2245 - Best Newsletter; most New Members - Columbus 
Lodge #2143; highest percentage increase in Membership - Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372.   
Awards were also given for Community Outreach, other newsletter categories, individual 
members that brought in over 10 members during 2025 and lodges that brought in over 50 
members.  A lot of thanks for much hard work. 
 
From the cover page you see that the Commission for Social Justice (CSJ) had a luncheon 
and John Fratta, now the National CSJ President was honored along with IPP Biagio Isgro.  
Also, the very successful National Education and Leadership Awards (NELA) event of the 
Supreme Lodge, besides giving out generous scholarship checks to outstanding students, 
honored the Sons of Italy Foundation (SIF) President, Joseph Sciame and the Gift of Sight 
Chairperson Emeritus, Mary Naccarato.  This is a national gala that takes place in 
Washington D.C. where our national office is located.  It is the generosity of individuals in 
each of the lodges that makes these scholarships possible - many are from members that 
create scholarships in a deceased person or family member’s name that belong to our 
fraternal Order. 
 
There are plenty of activities coming up so check the Events page for both lodge and state 
socials or charites.  
 
Remember that you can always go to nysosdia.org and click on the Golden Lion tab to find, 
not only the current issue before you receive it as hard copy in the mail, but there are 
previous issues going back to 2024.  If you ever need an even older issue - since the end of 
2019 - get in touch with me and I can send the specific page or issue to you electronically. 
 
August is near so enjoy Ferragosto, an important holiday in Italy. 
 
 
Happy Summer (Buona estate) to All and God Bless America, 
 
 

Mark A. Ventimiglia  
Corrections:  
note: please let the Editor know if you see a substantive error in a current issue.

District Lodge Name of Deceased     DOD 
6 Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 Philip J. DiNovo      6/5/2026 
4 Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 Rita Cestone     6/10/2026 
5 Rockland Lodge #2176  Patrick O’Connor        5/23/2026 
2 Jdge. Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180 Dr. Joseph Cacciatore      2/4/2026 
2 Jdge. Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180 Thomas Montefinise Sr.     5/19/2026 
1 Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Tom Gentile     6/30/2026 
3 Fr. Vincent R. Capodanno Ldg #212 Theresa M. Corey     6/21/2026

Pixabay
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NEW YORK OSDIA LODGE NEWS

Marco Polo #2214 - Scholarship Night - in photo l-r: John Simonetti, IPP, Olivia Amato - (Big Head), Anthony Pocelli, 
1st Vice President, Brittany Ulmschneider, Caitlin Kiliano, Christina DiLorenzo, Lisa Pezzella, Recording Secretary and 
Raffelina Cipriano, President.  John's granddaughter was unable to attend the event so they brought the big head so 
she made it into the photos! 

Galileo Galilei Lodge # 2253 - Scholarship Night, in photo l-r: Meghan Agnelli (she was unable to attend so her father 
was there. She is the granddaughter of our lodge member Ann Agnelli), Lodge President, Tony D’Angelis, Dylan 
Barodin, Laura DiGirolamo - Scholarship Chairperson, Manahil Gillani, Kathy Sanfilippo - Vice President and the 
Hicksville High School Principal Raymond Williams.  

Columbus Lodge #2143 - on 6/7 the lodge hosted their annual Scholarship Awards Luncheon. Fourteen scholarships were award-
ed. Congratulations to all the scholarship recipients. We wish them lots of success and happiness. Congratulations & Tanti Auguri!  
In attendance was NYS 2nd Vice President, Ernest Magliato (far right in photo).

 

Best of Luck Scholarship winners and awardees. 
“Your effort today is planting tomorrow’s breakthrough.”

Cellini Lodge #2206 - on Thursday June 18, the lodge held it's 58th Annual Scholarship 
Awards Night. Pictured are this years new recipients and also some of the recurring award 
recipients. Cellini is proud to continue to support students of our members who take pride 
in their Italian Heritage and work hard to excel in their studies. We wish them good luck in 
their future endeavors.

La Bella Lingua Awards Scholarships

2026 NYS OSDIA/CSJ District II “La Bella Lingua Award” Presentation Ceremony held on June 6, 
2026 at Marco Polo Lodge Building. Top photo, l-r: NYS OSDIA Second Vice President, Ernest 
Magliato; NYS OSDIA/CSJ “La Bella Lingua Award” Chairperson, Mary Ann Rispoli; Award Recipient 
Carlie DiMartino, New Hyde Park HS; NYS OSDIA CSJ Chairperson, Eleanor Jobbagy; and NYS 
OSDIA CSJ District II “La Bella Lingua Award” Selection Committee Members Alison Vitucci and Ann 
Acquaviva. Bottom photo, l-r: NYS OSDIA Second Vice President, Ernest Magliato; NYS OSDIA/CSJ 
“La Bella Lingua Award” Chairperson, Mary Ann Rispoli; Award Recipient, Francesco Allocca, Locust 
Valley HS; NYS OSDIA CSJ Chairperson, Eleanor Jobbagy; and NYS OSDIA CSJ District II “La Bella 
Lingua Award” Selection Committee Members Alison Vitucci and Ann Acquaviva. 



Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - Two members of the Lodge were selected by their 
Legislators and honored by the County Executive as Suffolk County Senior of the Year 
for their years of service and dedication to several community organizations: Angela Petri 
and Vinnie DiPasquale. See photos directly below.

Cugini Grads! 
Few people get to walk across the graduation stage with 
their cousins! Emily, James, Cristina, Max, and Luciano do. 
Class of 2026 at Locust Valley High School includes five 
cousins from the Gallo, Villella, and Graziosi families, a 
moment that honors generations of family and tradition. 
Emily Gallo daughter of Joseph and Andrea (Loggia Glen 
Cove #1016); Cristina Villella daughter of Joe and Anna 
Maria Gallo Villella (Loggia Glen Cove); Max Villella son of 
Gianni and Deborah Gallo Villella; James Gallo son of 
Augustino and Michelle Gallo; Luciano Graziosi son of 
Tomaso and Christina Gallo Graziosi. In photo l-r Emily, 
Cristina (back), Luciano, James, Max (front). 
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Anniversary: Happy 250th Anniversary to the United States of 
America on July 4th. 1776-2026 

Any stories you have for your Independence Day Celebration, send in for 
the next issue of the Golden Lion Newspaper 

 Nuptial and Natal Announcements Section 
Please send me your announcements of marriages or milestone anniversaries (25th, 50th etc.) or of new births.  This should only be a marriage of a member sent by the member.  In addition, if a member has a new arrival, 
that is, their son or daughter or a grandparent having a new grandson or granddaughter; send me an announcement.  For marriages: the name of the member(s) namely, bride and groom, the date of the wedding and the 
full lodge name and number.  For births: birthdate (height and weight optional), name of parents or grandparents, one or more which is an OSDIA member and the full lodge name and number.  Email me, Golden Lion Editor 
at mavleonedoro@gmail.com with the subject line stating marriage or birth announcement.  The announcement (and photo if you like) will subsequently go in the Golden Lion Newspaper. 

Congratulations Seniors!

 LOCAL LODGES - WHAT’S HAPPENING

Rockland Lodge #2176 - went to Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx on 
in May to visit the gravesite of SOI founder Dr Vincenzo Sellaro. The 
gravestone was cleaned, and an Italian flag was placed at the site in his 
honor. The Rockland Lodge plans to make annual visits to the gravesite 
to help preserve and maintain Brother Vincenzo Sellaro’s final resting 
place.

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - members Sandi Nunziata and Elide Pirri were honored by the Town of North 
Hempstead at their 52nd Annual Senior Recognition Luncheon on May 28, at Harbor Links Golf Course in Port 
Washington. The Town honored both Sandi and Elide due to their spirit of service, leadership, and commitment to 
community through their service in the OSDIA. Above left: Elide Pirri with family members and ToNH Supervisor Jen 
DeSena (left) and Town Councilwoman and John Michael Marino Lodge member Marianne Dalimonte (right). Above 
right: Sandi Nunziata with ToNH Supervisor Jen DeSena (left) and Marianne Dalimonte (right). 

Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - NYS OSDIA Chaplain Anthony Saliba (pictured at far left) honored 
the Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 on June 10 in gratitude for dedication and devotion to the Parish 
of Ss. Cyril & Methodius Church at their annual Golf Outing Dinner. The Lodge was presented with a 
Plaque, Banner and Celebratory Cake.

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - New York State District II Trustee and member 
Anthony Conetta, was honored at the Port Washington Youth Activities (PYA) Gala on 
June 5th at the North Hempstead Country Club. Anthony was recognized for more than 
a decade of community service to PYA as a coach, manager, baseball commissioner, 
board member, and supporter of team sponsorships and funding. Jim Dalimonte, spouse 
of North Hempstead Councilwoman and Lodge member Mariann Dalimonte, was also 
honored and his contributions include youth baseball and football, coaching multiple 
sports, serving as president and secretary, and committee work. Pictured l-r: Lodge 
Officers Elisa Delaney, Alex Albanese, Sandi Nunziata, Maria Cavallaro, Nancy Conetta, 
Anthony Cavallaro, honoree Anthony Conetta, Pete Prudente, Anthony’s and Nancy’s 
sons and Lodge members Christoper and John. 

Before

After



COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

MESSAGE FROM CSJ CHAIRPERSON ELEANOR JOBBAGY

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

The New York State Commission for Social 
Justice is proud to continue its role in com-
bating bias, bigotry and defamation, espe-
cially during the 250th Anniversary year of 
our Country – the Country that our ances-
tors contributed so much to that helped 
make us the great nation we are today. 
 
The month of October – Italian American 
Heritage Month - is fast approaching.  
Italian American Heritage Month was first 
established in 1989 by the United States 
Congress and President George H. W. 
Bush to honor the history, cultural impact 
and societal contributions of Italian immi-

grants and their descendants. The month 
of October was chosen to coincide with 
Columbus’ arrival in the Americas. 
 
In an effort to ensure that October is for-
mally recognized as Italian American 
Heritage Month, the Commission for Social 
Justice is asking OSDIA members to write 
their United States Representatives and 
Senators, as well as local state representa-
tives to request that a federal law be enact-
ed establishing October as Italian 
American Heritage Month in perpetuity. 
 
Currently, each year the United States 
President must make a proclamation nam-
ing the month of October as Italian 
Heritage Month. 
 
The recipients of the La Bella Lingua 
Award and the Louis J.; Gallo Memorial 
Columbus Award essay contests were 
selected and presented with their awards. 
 
Applications for the John Dabbene essay 
contest are available, and submissions are 
due by September 15, 2026, to 
Chairperson Geraldine Graham. 
 

As announced at our June State 
Convention, I am pleased to welcome the 
Celebrated Authors of OSDIA as a commit-
tee under the umbrella of the Commission 
for Social Justice.  Under the leadership of 
Chairperson Patricia Edick and Co-chair-
person Robert Savino, this committee truly 
represents a positive image of Italian 
Americans and will be a great addition to 
our positive image program.  As you are all 
aware, portraying a positive image is one of 
the two main goals of the CSJ, the other 
being to fight bias, bigotry and defamation.  
 
In connection with our positive image pro-
gram, we have a variety of bookmarks 
about prominent Italians and Italian 
Americans, including Garibaldi, Meucci, 
Columbus and Marconi just to name a few, 
that are available to your lodge. 
 
I would like to thank each and every one of 
you who supported our CSJ Luncheon 
which was held on June 14 and ask that you 
save the date for our 2027 Luncheon which 
will be held on March 6.  
 
Remember, if you see or hear something 
negative or positive about our heritage and 

culture, let us know.  Your lodge and district 
liaisons are always willing to assist in any 
way they can. 
 
The District Chairpersons are:   
 
District 1 – Geraldine Iannello Graham 
District 2 – Keith Wilson 
District 3 – Andrew Illiano 
District 4 – Chris Famularo 
District 5 – John Gregory 
District 6 – Lisa Serafiini 
District 7 – Carmine Federico 
District 8 – Marjorie Focarazzo 
 
I, along with co-chairperson Mario Cermele 
would like to thank the CSJ Executive 
Committee and all liaisons for their ongoing 
work, contributions and dedication. 
 
 
Fraternally, 
 
 
Eleanor Jobbagy 

http://www.columbusthetruth.org 
http://www.therealcolumbus.org 
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“Cries From the Cotton Field” by Larry Foley 
 

This is a captivating documentary about tens of families from northern Italy who came to 
America - the Arkansas Delta - hoping to escape poverty in a country they loved and in search of a better 
life in the promised land of America. 

Through pictures, primary sources and narration it depicts the journey of these Italians starting 
in 1895 northern Italy with a mass prayer held for those departing to Arkansas and blessing from Pope 
Leo XIII. 

Father Bandini narrates the journey, and the vision of a potential well-off community for the 
Italians because times were hard in Italy and they had little opportunity in their native country. They came 
to America to become tenant farmers-unfortunately too many people died from malaria and dysentery 
from swamps. 

Industrialist Corbin who started the business venture for these Italian families dies seven 
months later and so does Prince Rispoli. Corbin's heirs wanted nothing to do with this venture and did not 
help the Italian workers. Instead, Corbin's family leased the land to another company, and conditions for 
the Italian farmers worsened. 

Consequently, Bandini escorts 43 families to a new location known as Tontitown named after 
explorer Henri de Tonti for better conditions and opportunity.  In this new town, the Italians faced 
discrimination and lynchings in the area from nativists but Father Bandini stood strong for everyone. 

This documentary reveals a hidden chapter in American history about the challenges Italian 
immigrants faced in the Deep South following the Civil War and affords us the opportunity to better 
understand the challenges our ancestors faced and their resilience; a trait carried down from generation 
to generation.  

Approximately one million Italian Americans can trace their ancestry to Tontitown; a town that 
you can still explore to learn more about this journey as well as their annual Grape Festival. When you 
have a few minutes, take the opportunity to stream the film on Prime Video- you will not be disappointed.  
 
 
Lisa - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 
Alison - Cellini Lodge #2206 

GOLDEN LION DOCUMENTARY REVIEW 
by Alison Vitucci and Lisa Serafini

CSJ LUNCHEON PHOTOS



RESERVED FOR JOE SCIAME’S RETURN 
 

GARIBALDI-MEUCCI  
MUSEUM (GMM) 

420 Tompkins Avenue 
Staten Island, New York 10305 

718-442-1608 
garibaldimeuccimuseum.com 

By Comm. Joseph Sciame, 
GMM CEO/Chair & 

President, Sons of Italy 
Foundation 
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GARIBALDI’S AMERICAN LEGACY  
By Prof. William J. Castello 

General Garibaldi’s relationship with the United States 
goes well beyond his well-known 1850-‘51 stay with 
the Meucci’s on Staten Island. He revered George 

Washington and modeled his life, his politics and military strat-
egy after the first American president. In short, the “Garibaldi–
Washington” relationship is not one of personal acquaintance, 
but of  historical and symbolic kinship — two leaders who, in 
different contexts, became the defining figures in the birth of 
their nations through courage, unity, and self-sacrifice. (1) 

His true American legacy is embedded in the formation of the 
39th New York Infantry Regiment, known as the "Garibaldi 
Guard”. These were men, who had supported Garibaldi’s liber-

ation of southern Italy, now released from his forces. They were 
mustered into service on May 28, 1861, in New York City, under the leadership of Colonel 
Frederick George D'Utassy. It was notable for its diverse makeup, consisting of three compa-
nies of Germans, three of Hungarians, and one each of Swiss, Italian, French, Spanish, and 
Portuguese soldiers. This international composition reflected the immigrant communities in 
New York City at the time. 

President Lincoln had offered Garibaldi a Major General’s commission in the Union Army 
(2). He declined the offer, as he was at the time leading an expedition toward Rome as part 
of the Italian Risorgimento. Garibaldi’s refusal to join the Union Army reflected his commitment 
to Italy’s unification. Due to his deep respect for the U.S. president’s leadership, he offered 
4,000 seasoned fighting men as mercenary troops. The 39th New York Infantry Regiment, the 
“Garibaldi Guard,” was later named in his honor. (2). This exchange underscores the transat-
lantic admiration between two leaders who championed liberty in different parts of the world. 
(3)  

This regiment, assembled in New York City by special authority from the War Department. On 
May 27, 1861, they deployed to Washington D.C., where, for the duration of the war fought 
bravely supporting the Union Army of the Potomac. 

During its period of service, 5 officers and 62 enlisted men were killed in action; 3 officers and 
49 enlisted men died of wounds received in action; 1 officer and 158 enlisted men died of dis-
ease and other causes. In total, 278 men (9 officers and 269 enlistees) died while in service 
in the regiment.(4). Of those, 1 officer and 99 enlisted men died while captured by the 
Confederate Army. The regiment disbanded July 1, 1865. Many survivors became American 
citizens. 

Garibaldi’s American legacy remains as part of our history, forged by the sacrifice and blood 
of those who served to unify both Italy and our nation. 

(1). “The Resurrection of Garibaldi”; by Jeff Israely; Time Magazine; July 8, 2007 

(2). “Giuseppe Garibaldi to President Lincoln”; https://www.battlefields.org/learn/primary-
sources/giuseppe-garibaldi-president-lincoln American Battlefield Trust 

(3). “Lincoln’s Offer of a Command to Garibaldi: Further light on a Point of History,” by Howard R. 
Marraro; Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society (1908-1984) © 1943 Illinois State Historical 
Society 

(4). Dyer, Frederick Henry (1908). A Compendium of the War of the Rebellion (PDF). Des Moines, IA: 
Dyer Pub. Co., Retrieved August 8, 2015 

William J. CastelIo is a Past President (2018- 2023) of the Fr. Vincent Capodanno Lodge #212. He is a former 
GMM Commissioner and the historian and artist in residence.  

Above left: Frederick George D'Utassy or George Frederick D'Utassy (November 26, 1827 – May 5, 1892).  
Above right: March past of the ‘Garibaldi Guard’ before President Lincoln and General Scott, July 4, 1861. 

With sincere gratitude, the Board of 
Directors, Commissioners, and staff at 
the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum thank 
the Grand Lodge of New York filial 
lodges and personal donations listed 
below that participated in the 
Nationwide OSDIA 2025–2026 $1 
Challenge.  
 
The new fundraiser sought to raise 
essential operating funds for the 
Museum through individual contribu-
tions of $1.00 per OSDIA Lodge mem-
ber throughout the United States.  A 
nationwide total of $10,743.00 was 
raised as a result of this campaign. 
 
Your generosity helps advance the 
Museum’s mission and preserve the 
legacy it proudly represents.  And that 

support is not just a donation. It is an 
investment in the future, and together 
we can preserve the incredible history 
and educate future generations of the 
accomplishments of two intellectually 
accomplished men – General Giuseppe 
Garibaldi, and the true inventor of the 
telephone, Antonio Meucci.  
 

The name of each participating Lodge 
and donor will be individually engraved 
on a brass plate and proudly displayed 
on a wall plaque placed in the foyer of 
the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum: 

America Lodge #2245 
Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 

Capt. Kathy Mazza Lodge #2163A 
Cellini Lodge #2206 

Columbus Lodge #2143 

Daughters of Columbus Lodge #1666  
   Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319  

Fr. Donald B Licata Lodge #2435 
Fr. Vincent R. Capodanno Lodge #212 

Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 
Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 

Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583 
Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge #2234 
Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 
John D. Calandra Lodge #2600 

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 
Le Amiche Lodge #2550  

Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #285 
Luigi Pirandello Lodge #2875 

Progresso Lodge #1047 
Romanesque Lodge #2198 

Sgt. John Basilone Lodge #2442 
St. Francis of Assisi Lodge #2629 

Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 
Uguaglianza/NE Bronx Lodge #83 

Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436 
Vincent Linguanti Lodge #2212 
Personal Donation from Brother   

Keith Dematteis 

Submitted by Marianne Bortone Prince, Co-
Chairperson for the GMM

 

November 7 
 

NYOSDIA 38th GMM 
 Fundraiser Luncheon  

honoring  
 

Sons of Italy Foundation President 
 Joseph Sciame  
at LiGreci’s Staaten,  

 
Contact: Frances Cicero at facfad24@verizon.net. 
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On 5/26, the Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 awarded ten scholarships to Undergraduate and Graduate students. We are proud 
to support the academic journeys of Ava Amorosa, Fernando Benites, Marco Buglione, Jeffrey D’Ambrosio, Brianna DeVito, 
Jonathan DiFonzo, Paola DiMiceli, Justin Djelosevic, Jessica Reo and Ava Zingone. Congratulations on a job well done. 

Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - on June 16, celebrated and congratulated the Lodge’s 
2026 Scholarship Award Recipients!  These students were selected based on their 
academic excellence, leadership potential, and commitment to making a positive 
impact in their communities.  Their achievements remind us of the power of education 
and the importance of investing in future leaders. Photo from: l-r:  NYSCSJ 
Chairperson Eleanor Jobbagy, Scholarship Chairperson Elaine D’Arrigo Mendez, NYS 
Scholarship Co-Chairperson Rosemarie Baffo Stathes, Orator Bruno Caracciolo 
accepting the award on behalf of his nephew Bruno Vincent Caracciolo recipient of the 
Michael J. Florio Memorial Scholarship Award, Joseph Papadopulos accepting the 
award on behalf of his son Lukas Papadopulos recipient of the Angela Jean & Anthony 
J. Mendola Memorial Scholarship Award, Dist. III Bella Lingua Award Recipient 
Emanuela Marricco, Per Sempre Lodge Scholarship recipients: Drew Argila who also 
received a NYS Scholarship, Michael Andrew Illiano, and Victoria Esposito, President 
Robert Baccari, 1st VP Gerardo Filippone, and 2nd VP Andrew Illiano.  Not present was Madeline DiTrapani, Per Sempre Lodge Scholarship Award recipient and also a Dist. III State Scholarship Award recipient. 

Judge Frank A. Gulotta #2180 -  members were 
delighted to meet Michael Marmorale, grandson of 
Vincent Marmorale. He is the recipient of a NYS 
Grand Lodge Scholarship that bears the name of 
Judge Frank A Gulotta. Michael will attend Purdue 
University in the fall. Congratulations Michael.  In 
photo, l-r: Brother Vincent Marmorale, Michael 
Marmorale, Lodge President Ronnie DiRienzo. 

Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 - at Scholarship night, President Linda Tursi 
awarded four scholarships to neighboring H.S. seniors- Sofia Janice Ricci, 
Nicoletta Perrotta, Eva Mugavero, Holly DeGiglio. Along with three middle school 
students- Mia Privitera, Noelle Tufarelli, Elise Maltese, who received the Dante 
Medal Awards. Pictured are Committee Chairwomen-Anna DiChiara, MaryAnn 
Rispoli, Janet Galvin. Members Councilman Chris Schneider and Legislator 
Michael J. Giangregorio presented certificates. 

Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - held their annual Scholarship Awards Ceremony 
in May presenting Scholarships to four remarkable graduating High School Seniors. In 
addition, the NYS OSDIA District I La Bella Lingua Achievement Award was presented 
by District I CSJ Chair Geraldine Ianello-Graham.  The Ceremony was attended by 
proud parents, several teachers, elected officials and District Deputy Tony Izzo.

Scholarship Awards Night at the Vincent Lombardi Lodge #2270. Our local lodge awarded 
$8500 to these 5 students. From l-r: Brendan Belpanno*, Jacob DiNicola, Annabella Muratore*, 
Gabriella Maccarone*, and Isabella Hendler. ‘*’ - these students also received scholarship 
awards from the Grand Lodge. Handmade laurel wreaths were made by our members and pre-
sented to each awardee along with their certificates and scholarship checks.

Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge #2583 -  Scholarship and Italian 
Excellence Awards Reception on 6/1, with more than 150 guests 
gathered at Eastchester High School, where over $21,000 in 
scholarships and awards were presented for the study of the 
Italian language to 33 exceptional students. The lodge recognized 
8 graduating high school seniors from Eastchester HS, Iona Prep, 
and Maria Regina HS, as well as 25 AATI National Italian Exam 
medalists. Eastchester senior Joseph Piergiovanni received the 
$10,000 Raffiani Family Foundation Scholarship, established in 
2007 and awarded to a student who plans to continue studying 
Italian throughout all four years of college. Through the direct 
efforts of the Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge, more than $460,000 has 
been awarded to qualifying students since 2004. The evening’s 
program featured performances by exam medalists Tatum Schilo, 
who sang both the Italian and American national anthems, and 
Emma Einaudi, who recited her Gold Medal-winning poem from 
the ITA Poetry Contest at NYU’s Casa Italiana. Scholarship Co-
Chairs Lina Astarita and Terri Tomany praised the students’ dedi-
cation, cultural engagement, and academic excellence. Parents, 
teachers, and community members were also recognized for their 
support. Special thanks to the rest of the Committee: Joe Catania, 

Vito Catania, Josephine Annunziata, Rosetta McCardle, Laura Raffiani, and Domenica Rinaldi, for their year-round commitment. 

Local Lodge Scholarships
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2026 CONVENTION
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2026 CONVENTION

National Education and LeadershipAwards Gala

Mille Grazie to Kathy Sanfilippo (Galileo Galilei #2253), for the photos during the Convention.  Special thanks to Varner Creative and 
the National Office for the NELA photos.  

AMERICA 250



R.I.P. Prof./Cav. Philip J. DiNovo 
 
My Good Friend, Professor DiNovo, 
 
LEGACY, what a simple word to explain. 
It's what lies between Birth and Death by 
a DASH.  Your life is there for all to see.  
One great individual is truly in this con-
versation; Prof./Cav. Philip DiNovo, 
Director of Albany's American Italian Her-
itage Museum Cultural Center.  Prior to 
New York City's new museum, Prof. was 
proud to say, "Our Museum is the largest 
in the Northeast"! 
 

He dedicated his whole life to this project of keeping the com-
munity...NO, the world of the American Italian Heritage, from 
the early days in Utica, NY to transfer the heritage to its pre-
sent location in Albany. Yes, he used his knowledge and per-
sonal savings to keep the mission going. Also, the dedication 
of the newsletter that cost more than the dues; SIX Newslet-

ters yearly with encyclopedia and research information that he 
was proud to include with the "Museum News and Events". 
 
There was not one day that went by that Prof. DiNovo thought 
of positive ways in keeping the museum, "Afloat". Like many 
people who start a business, you use your personal finances; 
of course, with your wife's approval and you continue the 
adventure of life. This world could use more Philip DiNovo's, it 
would definitely be a "World of Love". Prof. DiNovo was kind, 
generous and a religious individual. God bestowed upon him, 
many blessings. He was a proud member ot the Order Sons 
and & Daughters of Italy in America Gabriele D'Annunzio 
Lodge #321, in Schenectady, NY. 
 
The Museum Staff will miss his energy and daily smile. When 
it came to events, he had many: Christopher Columbus, St. 
Joseph, Memorial and Veterans Day, Colonie Central Nations 
Day, Christmas Fair - to name a few. ALL the volunteers and 
Board Members, did whatever they could do for Prof. DiNovo 
and the Museum. Let's not forget the Thrift Shop with Sarah 
Wellen starting and Theresa Viva continuing the weekly oper-

ations. Thank you to others: Steve, Phil, Linda, Anne, Kathy, 
Joe, etc. Prof. DiNovo should be remembered as, "One of a 
Kind!” 
 
By Gene Loparco, Photographer 
American Italian Heritage Museum 

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS
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NYS Grand Lodge Charity Spotlight - Alzheimer’s Disease 
by AnnMarie Ilardi - NYS Alzheimer’s Chair 

On behalf of Frank Franchi, my Co-Chair and myself we would like to thank NYS President Arthur Spera 
for appointing us to chair this charity which is very near and dear to both of our hearts. I would be remiss 
to not thank my home lodge Lt. Joseph Petrosino #285, Alzheimer’s Chair Angela Bizzarro for once 
again hosting our annual fundraiser on March 7 at the Seaford Fire House in memory of her father, my 
father-in-law, Pietro Ilardi, whom I dedicate this article. Alzheimer’s is more than memory loss. It is a pro-
gressive brain disease that slowly affects thinking, behavior, and the ability to carry out everyday tasks. 
Over time, it can change personalities, disrupt relationships, and place emotional and physical strain on 
caregivers. Millions of families are impacted each year, and the number continues to grow. Behind every 
statistic is a parent, grandparent, spouse, sibling, or friend whose story matters. I think the poem Don’t 
Ask Me to Remember perfectly defines the disease. I took a few lines to share in this article: 

Don’t ask me to remember, 
just hold my hand and stay. 
If my memories fade in silence, 
love will find another way. 

Speak to me with patience, 
and gently call my name— 
For even when my mind forgets, 
my heart still feels the same. 

While there is currently no cure, there is hope. Research is advancing, and treatments are improving. 
Awareness is growing and there is ongoing critical research. Through the OSDIA fundraising events we 
host, we not only contribute to this research, we are able to help provide support services for caregivers 
and bring communities together to ensure no one faces this journey alone. When your family is inflicted 
with this disease you are never prepared to watch your loved one become a child again, you look deep 
inside yourself to find endless patience and at times you need to face it with laughter, but always with 
love. As always please reach out to either of us if your local lodge is hosting an event for this worthy 
cause we would do our best to attend and provide literature.  

With endless gratitude for all your support,  

Ann Marie Ilardi & Frank Franchi  

Cellini Lodge #2206 - said goodbye to our outgoing 
Queen Brianna Albisano Zaikowski (at left in photo) as 
she starts a new chapter in her life attending St. John's 
University. We then welcomed our new Queen for 2026-
2027, Gia Cefaloni at right. 

Phil at his favorite place

Editor: This was Philip’s 
section, the bottom of 
page 12. I am sure the 
members will miss your 
informative writing. I 
personally will cherish 
meeting you in person 
with your private tour of 
the museum in 2025. 
 
- Editor, Mark V.

Columbus Lodge #2143 - President Frank Gatto and members of Columbus Lodge par-
ticipated in the Massapequa Park 4th of July Parade. Everyone had a great time and it was 
a great parade!  Happy 250th birthday America. 
On July 4th, Rockland Lodge #2176 proudly participated in the Orangetown NY USA 250 Parade and Celebration.  One of our members, Durso Trucking, generously 
donated a truck, and a team of dedicated members spent several days decorating it in patriotic style (during a heat wave) in preparation for the parade.  Veterans 
and members proudly rode on the float as they were cheered by spectators lining the parade route.  The Rockland Lodge was truly honored to participate in this patri-
otic celebration. It was an incredibly fun and rewarding experience to be part of such an outstanding community event. Happy 250th Birthday USA, and God Bless 
America! 

The Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436 (photo left) 
initiated a new member, Tina Galizia, at the gen-
eral membership meeting in July. Left to Right: 
Vice President Ralph Cerullo, State Trustee & 
IPP Anthony Rotoli, State President Arthur 
Spera, President Laura Taglienti, Tina Galizia, 

John Prisco, State Trustee & Deputy Mary Ann De Costanzo, Orator Laurette Morgan. 

America Lodge #2245 
initiated seven new mem-
bers at its June meeting: 
Angela Atkinson, Nancy 
Barbanell, Anthony Buon-
figlio, Michele Cinque-
mani, Denise Creighton, 
Town of Hempstead 
Supervisor John Feretti, 
Marianne Lissalier.  Also in 
the photo are District 
Deputy Josephine Capriol-

la, 1st VP Maria Passalaqua, membership chair Jo Maggio, 
2nd VP Karen Mollish, National Trustee Carolyn Reres, Dis-
trict Two Trustee Andrew Monteleone, and President Joseph 
Armocida. In the photo at right, the May meeting saw five 
members initiated: Patricia Vetter, Sandra D'Agostino, Anna 
Maola, April DeCiantis and Lisa Zupcich.

Happy 250th Birthday America - lodges celebrated the 4th of July!

 
LIBERTY— EQUALITY— FRATERNITY
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ITALIAN-AMERICAN NIGHT 
July 13 was Italian-American Night at Eisenhower Park.  Mistress of Ceremonies & State Past President Carolyn Reres, kicked off the evening, by introducing all the current lodge 
presidents in attendance and musical guests for the evening.  Italian and USA National Anthems were sung by our Cellini Lodge #2206 members, Maria Irace and Olivia Duffy.  
Musical guests were Francesca Cavaliere, Teo Ricciardella, Ana Bella, and Mauro Del Monte, singing Italian favorites and some popular American tunes as well. 

MORE CONVENTION 2026 PHOTOS



The staff of the Garibaldi-
Meucci Museum and I 
always warmly invite you 
and your OSDIA Lodge 
members to visit this trea-
sured institution, known as 
OSDIA’s “jewel”.  As I often 

say, you do not need a passport to cross the 
Verrazzano Bridge to Staten Island, where the 
Museum is located. Nor is Staten Island the place 
where, as the saying goes, “God lost his shoes on the 
last day of creation.” 

Today, July 4th, marks the 250th Anniversary of our 
Nation’s birth. As I write this column, I am reflecting on 
the important role Staten Island played in the War for 
Independence. It is well known that Staten Island 
became a crucial British foothold in the New York 
campaign.  

In July 1776, British forces under General William 
Howe landed there and used the island as a staging 
ground for operations against New York City and Long 
Island. Its location at the entrance to New York Harbor 
made it strategically valuable, giving the British a 
base from which to gather troops, receive reinforce-
ments, and launch the campaign that led to the Battle 
of Brooklyn. For much of the war, Staten Island 
remained under British control and served as a mili-
tary outpost, supply point, and Loyalist stronghold, 
while Patriot forces from New Jersey carried out raids 
and skirmishes along its shores. 

· Summer 1776: Additional British, Hessian, 
and naval reinforcements arrived on Staten 
Island 

· August 1776: Troops moved from Staten 
Island toward Long Island, helping launch 
the campaign that led to the Battle of 
Brooklyn. 

· 1776–1783: Staten Island remained under 
British control, serving as a military outpost, 
supply center, and Loyalist stronghold. 

· 1777–1780: Patriot forces from New Jersey 
carried out raids and skirmishes against 
British and Loyalist positions on the island. 

 
Staten Island has several sites connected to US 
Revolutionary War history, including preserved his-
toric homes, museums, and former military locations. 
Most notable are the following: 

· The Conference House (previously 
known as the Billopp House) 
7455 Hylan Boulevard  
https//conferencehouse.org 
The only surviving pre-Revolutionary manor 
house in New York City and is recognized as 
a U.S. National Historic Landmark, New 

York City Landmark, and New York 
State Register of Historic Places. The 
house is located in Tottenville where 
the September 1776 peace confer-
ence brought together Benjamin 
Franklin, John Adams, Edward 
Rutledge, and Admiral Lord Richard 

Howe. The conference failed to bring an end 
to the conflict. 
 

· Historic Richmond Town 
441 Clarke Avenue  
(718) 351-1611 ext. 247  
www.historicrichmondtown.org/group-
reservation 
A living-history village that helps visitors 
understand Staten Island life before, during, 
and after the Revolutionary era. Historic 
Richmond Town consists of more than 30 
historic buildings and sites dating from the 
late 17th to the early 20th centuries. Decker 
Farm, located about one mile from the cen-
ter of Historic Richmond Town, features a 
farm stand and seasonal activities such as 
pumpkin picking. The main site contains 
other former commercial and government 
buildings, as well as farm buildings and 
homes, some of which were relocated from 
other parts of Staten Island. 
 

· Fort Wadsworth 
121 New York Avenue 
(718) 354-4606 
www.nps.gov/gate/learn/historyculture/fort-
wadsworth.htm 
One of the nation’s oldest military sites, 
overlooking the Narrows and connected to 
Staten Island’s long strategic role in New 
York Harbor. Fort Wadsworth, It was a 
strategic site at the Narrows used by British 
forces as a staging ground for the invasion 
of Brooklyn in 1776. The site occupies 226 
acres on the northeastern shore of Staten 
Island, on the Narrows of New York Harbor. 
Rich in history and natural beauty, Fort 
Wadsworth affords you the opportunity to 
observe an important part of our nation's his-
tory, while offering magnificent views of New 
York Harbor.  

 
Schedule a tour of the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum 
located at 420 Tompkins Avenue by contacting 
Museum Administrator Stephanie Lundegard at 718 
442-1508; email - info@garibaldimeuccimuseum.org. 
Consider combining the Museum tour with one or 
more of the aforementioned notable historical sites. 
 

Grassroot Beginnings 
This year, Italy celebrates its 80th anniversary of the Republic 
founded on the principles of democracy, unity, and freedom. 
This year, America celebrates its 250th anniversary of Independence 
based on values of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
Often not recognized is the Italian impact on American growth. 
William Paca was a signatory on the document*. 
Filippo Mazzei wrote the quote for Jefferson,  
“All men are by nature equally free and independent.” 
There is much to be said about innovation  
and the pioneers of development. 
 
Without Meucci, when would there have been a telephone? 
Without Marconi, when would there have been a radio? 
Without Volta, when would there have been a battery? 
Should I go on? 
What makes us strong is the structural concrete of our foundation 
like that was built for me by the calloused, scarred hands 
of Pietro Paolucci, a stone mason from Abruzzo: my grandfather. 
What makes us proud are the coastal expeditions 
of Amerigo Vespucci, whose “New World” discovery  
was named America. 

 
 

*The U.S. Declaration of Independence 

Esordi di base 
Quest'anno l'Italia celebra l'80º anniversario della Repubblica,  
fondata sui principi della democrazia, dell'unità e della libertà.  
Quest'anno l'America celebra il 250° anniversario della sua indipen-
denza,  
fondata sui valori della vita, della libertà e della ricerca della felicità. 
 
Spesso non si riconosce l'impatto dell'Italia sulla crescita americana.  
William Paca fu firmatario del documento*.  
Filippo Mazzei scrisse la citazione per Jefferson:  
"Tutti gli uomini sono per natura ugualmente liberi e indipendenti." 
 
C'è molto da dire sull'innovazione e sui pionieri dello sviluppo. 
Senza Meucci, quando sarebbe arrivato il telefono?  
Senza Marconi, quando sarebbe nata la radio?  
Senza Volta, quando sarebbe stata disponibile una batteria?  
Devo continuare? 
 
Ciò che ci rende forti è il cemento strutturale delle nostre fondamen-
ta — 
quello costruito per me dalle mani callose e segnate 
di Pietro Paolucci, uno scalpellino dell'Abruzzo: mio nonno. 
 
Ciò che ci rende orgogliosi sono le spedizioni costiere  
di Amerigo Vespucci, la cui scoperta del "Nuovo Mondo" 
fu chiamata America. 

 
 

Translated by Tiziano Thomas Dossena 
Author, Editor, Journalist 

Winner of the OSDIA Literary Award (2019) 
 

*La Dichiarazione di Indipendenza degli Stati Uniti 
Robert & Tiziano are members of the NYSOSDIA Celebrated Authors Marianne is Co-Chair of the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Board of Commissioners, Grand Deputy to the Uguaglianza/NE Bronx 

Lodge #83 and Santa Maria Lodge #2387 in the Bronx and a Past President of the John Michael Marino Lodge No. 1389 from 
2015-2017.

Poetry Poesia

Robert Savino is the 
Past President of the, 
Constantino Brumidi 

Lodge #2211 
and Suffolk County Poet 

Laureate 2015-2017  
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Key Revolutionary War Events on 
Staten Island, New York 

By Marianne Bortone Prince  
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OSDIA ON THE MOVE 

Uguaglianza NE Bronx Lodge #83 - on June 23rd the lodge proudly presented 
two $1,000 elementary school scholarships to outstanding eighth-grade gradu-
ates during a ceremony at Villa Maria Academy. Eighth Grader Talia Massaro, was 
the recipient of the Lodge’s Scholarship and Eighth Grader Francisco Facciabene, 
was the recipient of the Lisa Caserta Memorial Award, presented in memory of 
Lisa Caserta by her cousin, lodge Commissioner of Arbitration Silvio Caserta. 
Photo l-r: Commissioner of Arbitration Silvio Caserta, Scholarship Winners 
Francisco Facciabene and Talia Massaro, Treasurer Maria Giancarli. 
Congratulates on their academic accomplishments and wishes them continued 
success in high school and beyond.

Photo left: Representatives from the Italian Consulate assist attendees during 
Loggia Glen Cove #1016’s recent Italian Passport Renewal Day. Pictured left to 
right: Stefano, and Simone. The event welcomed more than 100 individuals seek-
ing passport renewals and related assistance.

The Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 installed a Take A Book / Leave A Book 
Little Library at the Lodge.  The Library was dedicated to long term member 
Virginia Usak and Past Lodge Presidents Bob and Sabrina Savino. 

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - through its foundation the lodge held its 47th Annual 
Scholarships and Awards Ceremony on June 16th. Fourteen students were recognized for their 
scholastic achievements, including three who were honored for excellence in the study of the 
Italian language. Pictured l-r in the front row are selection committee members Maria DiNatale 
Scotto, Diana Conway, Maria Cavallaro, and Jennifer Scotto Robinson, along with students 
Anthony Conway of Chaminade High School, Ariana Alomia, Josephine Tortorici of Paul D. 
Schreiber High School, and Gabriella Della Ratta of St. Mary’s High School. In the back row are 
Lodge President Anthony Cavallaro and students Aidan Meyer of Paul D. Schreiber High School, 
John Vano Natsvlishvili of Chaminade High School, Frank Parziale of Paul D. Schreiber High 
School, Matteo Sokolof of Manhasset High School, Luca Tizzano of Paul D. Schreiber High 
School, and William Asmussen of Manhasset High School. Seated at left is Jayden Lackard of Dr. 
Henry Viscardi School. Students Carolina D’Egidio, Gianni Livigni and Kyle Sayles were unavail-
able for the Ceremony but each student submitted an impressive video expressing their gratitude 
to the lodge and its foundation. 

Uguaglianza NE Bronx Lodge #83 - on June 24th presented this year’s $1500 High School 
Scholarship award to proud parents Stephen & Angela Cerrato who accepted on behalf of their 
son, Stephen! Stephen, a Fordham Prep Junior Classman was away building homes with Habitat 
for Humanity in Tennessee. Congratulations on this well-deserved recognition of academic and 
community excellence! Special thanks to Commissioners of Arbitration, Anthony Morante for 
sponsoring this year’s scholarship. Photo l-r: Recording & Corresponding Secretary Michael 
Troiano, Angela and Stephen Cerrato (Stephen’s Parents), Commissioner of Arbitration Anthony 
Morante, Vice President Liz Lucadamo, President Richard Ardisson and IPP Lorraine Corsa.

The Progresso Lodge #1047 of Syracuse held its scholarship award ceremony with a dinner at 
Bella Domani in North Syracuse. Standing left to right are CSJ District VII, Chairperson/Bene-
Emeritus Carmine Federico, who presented the Bella Lingua Award to Anthony Bruso. State 
scholarship recipient Rocco Cambareri, State and local recipients Katherine Reed and Antonio 
Cannata. Lodge president and scholarship chairperson Josephine Federico presented the 
awards. All in attendance had a good time with a beautiful day.

Local Lodge Scholarships

Once again Vinny Illuzzi climbs the 
Freedom Tower stairs during the Tunnel to 
Towers climb. This year it was for the 25th 
Anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. Vinny is a 
Past President of Cellini Lodge #2206 
and a State Commissioner of Arbitration.

Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 together with the Town of Babylon held an Italian Food Festival at Babylon Town Hall. 
Members of the Lodge are pictured here at the membership tent with National OSDIA President Thom Lupo, NYS OSDIA 
President Arthur Spera and Elected Officials.

 October is Italian-American Heritage and Culture Month  Long Island Columbus Day in Deer Park - Saturday, October 10 



Congratulations to Gregory 
Chioffi, Nassau County Poet 
Laureate 2026-2028, from 
Your Brothers and Sisters of 
The Giovanni Caboto 
Lodge #2372 and The 
Celebrated Authors of 
NYSOSDIA. From L-R: Paula 
Camacho, event co-ordinator, 
Alan Semerdjian (N.C.P.L. 
2024-2026), Gregory Chioffi, 
and Lorraine LoFrese Conlin 
(N.C.P.L. 2015-2017), who 
are both members of The 
Caboto Lodge #2372, and 
The Celebrated Authors of 

NYSOSDIA. Photo by Patricia Rispoli Edick taken at the Celebration of Gregory's Afirmation on June 20, 2026. Mike Cutillo is a proud three-time Past President of Geneva Lodge #2397 and a member of the Celebrated 
Authors of New York State OSDIA. Contact him at mcutillo1@rochester.rr.com and look for his book, “George 
Washing Machine, Portables and Submarine Races: My Italian American Life” on Amazon. 

As we spend 2026 celebrating America’s 250th anniver-
sary — especially this month — I am reminded of a few 
years back when young Alberto, 18-year-old grandson of 
one of my dad’s best friends, came to the United States. 

These were some of the words he used to describe New 
York City: Stupendous, very beautiful, incredible. Except 
that, being Italian, he used the words from his native 
tongue — stupenda, bellissima, incredibile. 

He also wrote that he was “contentissimo” to be there, 
which can be translated to “super happy.” 

Alberto was in the Big Apple for nine days that March as part of a Model United 
Nations conference through his high school. The conference drew students from all 
over the world. It was Alberto’s first trip to the United States, and he clearly was 
awestruck. 

We communicated in the most modern of ways — via messages on WhatsApp — and 
the first day he wrote, “I am in New York now, and I have to say it’s an incredible thing. 
Very beautiful. Today I visited a few places including Central Park, the Brooklyn 
Bridge, Wall Street, Trump Tower.” 

It reminded me of when my cousin Claudio came to the United States for the first time 
as a 13-year-old in 1998, and we took him to New York City, where all he wanted to 
do was see the Twin Towers — and when he did his eyes absolutely lit up. 

Both these episodes always remind me of what a special country we live in. Sure, we 
have issues — a laundry list of problems that sadly includes wars, inflation, crazy-high 
gas and food prices — but there really is no better place in the world. And the world, 
much of it at least, recognizes that. 

It’s easy, probably too easy, to take things for granted. I mean, how many of us would 
use the words stupendous, very beautiful, and incredible to describe New York City? 
And really, when’s the last time you used “stupendous” in any regard? But when you’re 
able to look at us through the eyes of others — such as my young Italian relatives — 
it can force you to focus on the great things that we have and that we are. And not all 
those problems. 

On Alberto’s second day he excitedly reported that the group had eaten at Chick-fil-A 
(seriously!), visited the New York Public Library (the largest library he has ever seen), 
and saw the iconic United Nations Headquarters. 

“Everything,” he said, “is incredible” (I assume that meant Chick-fil-A as well). 

Claudio said the same thing, especially about the World Trade Centers, which, of 
course, were the very definition of incredible. Since Sept. 11, 2001, whenever I have 
visited him in Italy, the first thing he wants to do is pull out his photos of those magnif-
icent buildings and reminisce about the only time he ever saw them. 

Yes, even with all its warts, especially its divisiveness these days, America is a remark-
able place. We need a reminder of that sometimes. And though we have so much of 
which to be proud, the undeniable symbol of America remains New York City with its 
skyscrapers, its opulence, its hustle-bustle and its historic sights. 

The only disappointment for Alberto on his trip wasn’t even America’s fault. Because 
of Russia’s aggression in Ukraine, the UN building was off limits to visitors. So, the 
Model UN activities — which for Alberto’s group included a dialogue on the problems 
of education in Morocco, of all things — had to be held in a Hilton near Times Square. 
Which he said was still pretty darn good, or in his words, magnifico (“magnificent,” and 
when’s the last time you used “magnificent” in a sentence?) 

I enjoyed reading Alberto’s daily takes on all the things he was seeing and doing — it 
was sort of like having a newborn in the house and getting to rediscover life’s stupen-
dous, magnificent and incredible things through the baby’s experiences. 

I had hoped to get to New York City to visit with Alberto when he was here, but that 
didn’t work out. “Don’t worry,” he told me. “I surely will return to America because it is 
very beautiful and then we will easily be able to meet.” 

Yes, America had clearly delivered again. Happy 250th to our beautiful US of A! 
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A m e r i c a ,  ‘ l a  b e l l i s s i m a ’  

by Mike Cutillo

The Celebrated Authors of NYSOSDIA 
 

All the World in a Freezer 
By Gregory Cioffi

Her name was Frances but everyone called her Fran. Well, not me. I called her 
grandma. Even though she wasn’t my grandmother. She was the grandmother, 
however, of Emily, who was, at the time, my partner.  
 
I very much felt like a grandchild – and by that I mean I, a full-blown adult, literally 
received a big chocolate bunny every Easter. My grandparents had all passed 
away some time before so Fran, in this respect, was my last one left.  
 
Every time Emily and I visited her parents in Middlebury, Connecticut, we made 
sure to carve out an afternoon to have lunch with grandma.  
 
These were treasured moments and memories. I would listen to tales about her 
youth or even better – embarrassing stories about her granddaughter. She usually 
repeated the same stories every visit but that was all part of the charm.  
 
Lunch too was usually the same but that was by both design and request. It was 
in that cozy home where we opened a bottle of Pinot Grigio while she removed a 
freshly baked homemade pizza from the oven. There was always a salad and 
sometimes, depending on the season, butternut squash soup or even Jambot, an 
Italian vegetable stew.  All the while she assured us it was “no big deal - just a little 
something.” But every single time we visited - there was a pizza waiting for me 
(yes, me). 
 
Towards the end she started bluntly asking everyone what they wanted from her 
when she died. I never expected the question to be asked to me. But during one 
pizza lunch feast, she looked me straight in the eye and asked.  
 
I hadn’t pre-planned what I was going to say. I had never even thought about it. 
But the answer came without hesitation. 
 
“I want whatever’s in the freezer!”  
 
I said it as a joke, as a testament to how much I enjoyed her food and the thought 
she put behind it.  
 
Her face lit up. Mine did too. It might have been the best improvised line of my 
entire professional career.  
 
I found out she told everyone in town: her neighbors, those in the grocery store, 
anyone who would listen.  
 
When the time came, in May of 2023, we all knew a great loss was at hand. When 
her family went back to her house to clean and organize, lo and behold, in the 
freezer was item after item labeled Greg. 
  
Food is a handle. It lets us hold on; recall memories and feelings, conversations 
and events. And needless to say these handles were delicious.  
 
I remember the last pizza. It was in my freezer for a while before I was ready to let 
it go. But food is to be cherished and loved and so one day I defiantly popped open 
a bottle of wine, enjoyed such deliciousness one last time, and cheered to a life 
well lived. 
 



Pasquale Scida is the past President of Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180. email pat_scida@hotmail.com 

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - despite the steady rain on Memorial Day, more than 30 members of the 
lodge assembled and marched proudly down Main Street to support our Veterans, honor those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice for our Country, and pay tribute to Private John Michael Marino. 

Cellini Lodge #2206 - Memorial Day, a Day of Remembrance. Several members participated and were hon-
ored at a Memorial Day ceremony in New Hyde Park. The Cellini members who participated in the ceremony 
are: the guest speaker, Dawn Samuel (at podium), Commander Nassau County American Legion, National 
Anthem vocalist , Olivia Duffy (far left, photo left),  Town of North Hempstead Supervisor, Jen DiSena (center 
photo left) and the Invocation was celebrated by Fr. McCartney. The late Michael Dolan (a long time Cellini 
member and officer) was honored at the ceremony and his family was in attendance. The village will hold a 
special Purple Heart Society ceremony to honor Michael Dolan later this year.

Uncle Sammy 
A memory from childhood has always been very vivid. I took it to be a 
dream, never telling anyone, fearing no one would believe it, although I 
once wrote about it in a high school essay. When the person it concerned, 
my mother’s younger brother, Uncle Sammy (Salvatore) passed, I men-
tioned it to my Aunt Filomena, another sister. She verified that the event 
actually occurred, but was skeptical about my having remembered it. “You 
were just four 4 years old when it happened,” she argued, thinking some 
family member had told me about it. Here it is. 
My family is all around me, mother, father, aunts, uncles and Grampa. I 
am being held in someone’s arms. We’re standing and sitting outside Grampa’s house on Park Avenue 
and Spencer Street in Brooklyn. Hundreds of uniformed men, soldiers, are marching by in a mass 
“mustering out” common in those days. Here and there soldiers break ranks joining onlookers to shrieks 
and cheers, loud emotional exclamations, kisses and hugs. Some are in tears crying uncontrollably, 
even falling to the ground overcome emotionally.  This was the scene when one of these uniformed 
men, Uncle Sammy, returned home to his family after nearly 5 years in service in Europe. What I 
remember most is Uncle Sammy taking me in his arms, tears flowing down his face, holding me and 
squeezing tightly, kissing me, raising me high in the air and then hugging me and kissing me some 
more.  
Uncle Sammy born in the early twenties, was the youngest sibling of my mother’s family.  At 7 or 8 
years old, he had a fever so high the doctor prescribed placing him in an ice bath.  He survived what-
ever he had and was drafted in 1942 the year of my birth. In 1944, while campaigning in France he 
caught a cold, ignored it and wound up sick in an army hospital for several months with a collapsed 
lung. When he recovered his infantry unit had moved on and instead of being sent home on medical 
discharge, he was trained for the Military Police (MP). After his return he went on to marry, and work 
for the NYC Housing Authority. He and his wife took an apartment in my grandfather’s house where I 
visited often. They had an amazingly comfortable easy chair (no TV yet) that I sometimes sat in, with 
a magazine rack filled with books beside it, and a nearby chock-full bookcase, many of which he lent 
to me. There was a beat-up framed black and white picture on one of its shelves of three gaunt unsmil-
ing figures, inscribed “The Mudders, me Skull and Smack,” When I asked who they were he always 
said “You don’t want to know,” once adding sadly “we did a lot of bad things.” A cousin of ours used to 
call him “Van” after Van Johnson who he jokingly claimed played Uncle Sammy in the movie 
“Battleground.” I learned many years later that as an MP he had traveled back and forth from Europe 
to the US several times guarding German officers who were POWs and not allowed to visit family. 
Grampa used to say, “Cu Salvatore e’ pagat uu cund, Salvatore paid off the account.” I took that to 
mean Uncle Sammy, going away for 5 years, to war and suffering in Europe paid the price for our fam-
ily’s life and prosperity in America.  
A Pet Peeve 
I have recently read articles and passages from books, one in our own Golden Lion that traced 
Italian/Italian-American patriotic allegiance to Revolutionary War times. Interesting and revealing 
though they were, they resurrected a pet-peeve smoldering for more than fifty years. There is a scene 
in an immensely popular movie in which a very successful Italian-born father berates the medals on the 
uniform of his son, diminishing his valor as a Marine in the Pacific during World War II. Of course, the 
movie is fiction, although its story overall, and that of the book before it may in some ways to be true 
to life, even regarded by some as true history. This one scene however, was not simply fictional but 
disingenuous to Italian-American’s, in fact, a lie and a slander. Any attempt to diminish the fervor and 
patriotic passion of native-born Italians living in the US or their offspring falls flat when confronted by 
the facts. Think of all the OSDIA lodges named for armed service heroes who sacrificed their lives, not 
to mention how many of our membership are veterans of the armed services. After considering our 
communities deep military service, think about Italian American civil and civic contributions and our 
ancestors unabashed assimilation into American society. 
When we think of the strong attachment that Italian immigrants, and their offspring formed for America, 
American values and traditions we must remember what prompted the great migration (1875-1925) of 
4 million Italians to the US, 75% from Southern Italy; The economic exploitation and political oppression 
(often armed violence) carried out by the North on Italy’s southern provinces is well documented. The 
first sons of Sicilian, Calabrese and Barese agrarian families, among others, were sent to America to 
earn and send home money to support dwindling resources needed to pay the ruinous taxes imposed 
by the Roman-Piamontese government. The new arrivals soon realized that although life was still hard 
in America, there was plenty of work for good pay, that they could practice their religion and culture 
freely, that they had numerous rights and freedoms. This new atmosphere went a long way in helping 
Italians to put on American customs and attitudes as their own and to celebrate America as their new 
homeland. As well when Americans came to know Italians a mutual respect grew and we see that 
before us every day. It is well documented that more than 20 million Americans have Italian bloodlines. 
I don’t know one that isn’t a patriot.  God Bless America and our Italian America. 

Patriotism in the Italian American Community 

 - by Pasquale Scida

Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 -  Officers and Members marched in the VFW Deer Park Memorial Day 
Parade. The Parade was followed by memorial services at two local sites.  The members then gathered at the 
Lodge for a light lunch and photo in the Brumidi Field of Flags. 
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REMEMBERING OUR DEPARTED MILITARY 

On June 13, Rockland Lodge #2176 hosted its 3rd 
annual Veterans Appreciation Day; its largest to 
date, with more than 120 people in attendance. 
Veterans were treated to a wonderful afternoon fea-
turing a delicious meal prepared by our own 
Brothers, refreshments, music, and bocce. It was a 
beautiful event, and the lodge was honored to rec-
ognize our veterans. As always, we are deeply 
grateful for their service and sacrifice. 

Honoring our Veterans



Welcome (Benvenuti ) 
 To All New Members

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

DISTRICT I 
2846 

John R. Dandola 
Margaret Hill 
Patricia Veltri 

 
District II 

1389 
Antoinetta Caputo 

Frank Iovine 
Anthony Marino 

Dr. Douglas Prisco 
Marianne Prisco 
Moses Rivera 

Teresa Smallwood 
Joseph Troisi 

District III 
83  

Rosemarie Ortiz 
Martin Popovic 

 
District IV 

213 
Frank S. Costa 
Rosina Costa 

Michele Castellano 
Anthony Dimiceli 

Frank DeVito 
 
 
 
 

District VI 
321 

Phyllis Lombardi Horvath 
John Julian 

Antonietta Melillo  
 

District VII 
1047 

Evangelene Bonavita 
Louis Bonavita Jr., MD 
Anna Marie Gualtieri 

Michael Barnholdt 
 

 1730 
Mary Borra 

Columbus Lodge #2143 - on 6/10 initiated 8 new members. Welcome to Pete Munisteri, Anthony Russo, 
Philip Bruno, Joseph Bonarrigo, Robert Parsons, Joe Guarino, Lou Carpino and Nick Venditto. 
Congratulations from President Frank Gatto and all the members. Welcome and Benvenuti a tutti! 

The Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436 - initiated 3 new members at the 5/21 General Membership Meeting. In 
photo l-r: President Laura Taglienti, District Deputy Mary Ann DeCostanzo, new members, Damiam 
Tommasiono, Catherine Tommasiono and Bert Parachinvi, State District I Trustee, IPP Anthony Rotoli, Orator 
Laurette Morgan, Vice President Ralph Cerullo.

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - initiated four new members in May and marked an important milestone: 
eleven consecutive months of Initiation Ceremonies. Appearing in first row l-r are new members Frank Iovine, 
Antonietta Caputo, sponsor Charissa Contrino, new members Teresa Smallwood, Moses Rivera, Lodge 1st 
Vice President and sponsor Nina Coccarelli Rivera, and District II State Trustee Anthony Conetta.  Back row 
l-r is sponsor Maria Cavallaro, Lodge President Anthony Cavallaro, sponsor John Contrino, and Lodge 
Membership Chairperson Marianne Bortone Prince. 

Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - initiated four new members at their June General Membership Meeting. 
Pictured standing are new members Anthony Guttieri, Barbara Bernhardt, Ivana Fuentes and Louisa Ferrante. 
Seated are District Deputy Tony Izzo, Lodge President Cathy Lamberti, Membership Chair Lucille Romanello, 
NYS District I Trustee Tony Rotoli.

Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - on May 18, 2026 initiated two new members Jack and Vivian Terranova.  Pictured 
left to right is 2nd VP Andy Illiano, Past NYS OSDIA President & Past Lodge President Joseph Rondinelli, Jack 
and Vivian Terranova, President Robert Baccari, IPP Rosemarie Baffo Stathes, and 1st VP Jerry Filippone.

 
Stella D'Argento 

Lodge #1916 
New members Carole 
Gasbarra and Alecia 

Leambrone with 
President Charlene 

Jones in May  (far left 
photo). 

New member Nicole 
Restino and President 

Charlene Jones - 
June.
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Stella D'Argento Lodge #1916 - members and friends enjoying Italian Trivia Night
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UPCOMING STATE/NATIONAL & LOCAL LODGE EVENTS
2026 

 
STATE & NATIONAL 

EVENTS 
 
Aug. 8 - NYOSDIA Summer Plenary Session hosted 
by Rockland Lodge #2176 at the Rockland Lodge 
Building in Blauvelt, 8:30am Breakfast/Lunch 
12pm. Contact: Eileen Stavis or Carol DiTrapani @ 
516-785-4623. 
 
Aug. 24 - NYOSDIA Annual State Golf Outing at 
Town of Oyster Bay Golf Course, 1 South Woods 
Road, Woodbury. Honoring Tom Morrissey, Tom 
DeStio, Anthony Cavallaro & Special Recognition 
to Andrew Reilly. Golf Fee (includes Dinner) $250 
& Dinner Only $125.  Contact: Ernest Magliato @ 
347-992-0637. 
 
Sept. 26 - NYOSDIA Annual Gift of Sight Luncheon 
at Captain Bills, Bayshore, 12noon. Honoring Past 
Gift of Sight Chairperson Mary Naccarato & Dr. 
David Y. Rhee, MD. Contact: Mary Ann DeCostanzo 
@ 631-730-2846. 
 
Nov. 7 - NYOSDIA 38th GMM Fundraiser 
Luncheon honoring SIF President Joseph Sciame 
at LiGreci’s Staaten, Staten Island, 12-4pm. 
Contact: Frances Cicero at facfad24@verizon.net. 
 

LOCAL LODGE EVENTS 
 

2026 
 
Aug. 3 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  Movie 
Night at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, ‘Life is 
Beautiful’, 6:30pm open, 7pm movie. Contact: Cathy 
Lamberti @ 631-748-5117. 
 
Aug. 6 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232  Hawaiian 
Luau at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, $35pp. Contact: 
Vicky Canestro @ 631-472-2868. 
 
Aug. 8 - Sgt. John Basilone Lodge #2442  Summer 
Dinner & Show at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, 
Patchogue, 2-6pm, $65pp. Contact: Joe Adamo @ 
516-319-4271. 
 
Aug. 10 - Fr. John Papallo Lodge #2684 - Fr. John 
Papallo Memorial Golf Outing at Smithtown Landing 
C.C., 8am shotgun start. Contact: Rick Annichiarico 
@ 631-724-3697. 
 
Aug. 14-18 - Geneva Lodge #2397 - Heritage Italian 
Festival at Geneva Lodge, Geneva. Contact: Peter 
Gillotte @ 315-781-2242. 
 
Aug. 15 - Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319  Nick 
Mauro Family Picnic at the Church of the 
Resurrection, Smithtown, 11am. Contact: Jim Cerullo 
@ 516-790-5874. 
 
Aug. 16 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  
Hawaiian Luau at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 
4:30pm, $45pp. Contact: Antoinette Varvaro @ 516-
526-6777. 

Aug. 20 - Perry Como Lodge #2846 - Bus Trip to 
Resorts World Catskills, 7:30am pick-up, St. Philip 
Neri Parish Center, 15 Prospect Ave., Northport, 
$80pp, $25 free slot play, $15 food comp. Contact: 
Don Kachuba @ 631-355-1254. 
 
Aug. 23 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Summer Picnic 
at YMCA/Glen Cove @ 4pm, $20 members - $30 
non-members - kids under 10 free. Contact: Marisa 
Gambino @ 516-242-3939. 
 
Aug. 24 - Capt. Kathy Mazza Lodge #2163A  
Summer Movie Madness at Bellmore Movies, 
Bellmore, Refreshment & Drink Included,  $20pp. 
Contact: Rose Garvalosa @ 516-521-0865. 
 
Aug. 26-30 - Cellini Lodge #2206 - Annual Italian 
Feast at Michael Tully Park, New Hyde Park. 
Contact: Mary Michele Giudice @ 516-204-2264. 
 
Aug. 28 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  
‘Bunco’ at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer Park, 6:30pm, 
$25pp. Contact: Linda Galenskas @ 516-356-0949. 
 
Aug. 28-31 & Sept. 9-4 to 9-7- Giuseppe Nigro 
Lodge #2234 - Feast of Mother Cabrini at Suffolk 
Community College Campus, Wicks Road, 6-10pm 
weekdays, 4-10pm weekends. Contact: Sal Bisulca @ 
516-322-2142. 
 
Sept. 3 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232  Oldies 
But Goodies Tribute at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, 
$35pp. Contact: Vicky Canestro @ 631-472-2868. 
 
Sept. 10-13 - John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - 
Italian Festival at N. Hempstead Beach Park, Pt. 
Washington - Food, Rides, Games, Vendors, 
Entertainment - Fireworks, $5 parking fee. Contact: 
Tony Cavallaro @ 516-244-1782. 
 
Sept. 12 - Columbia County Lodge #659  Rocky 
Romano Golf Tournament at the Lodge, Hudson, 
8:30am sign-in, $30/team. Contact: 518-929-6183. 
 
Sept. 13 - Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436 - Trip to 
Ferragosto, Little Italy on Arthur Avenue, Bronx, bus 
leaves New Village Recreation Center, Centereach, 
10am, $50pp. Contact: Julie DeCollibus @ 631-521-
0305. 
 
Sept. 17 - Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436  Bingo 
Prizes for Winners at New Village Recreation Center, 
Centereach, 7pm, $10pp/kids under 12 $5pp. 
Contact: Julie DeCollibus @ 631-521-0304.  
 
Sept. 18 - Capt. Kathy Mazza Lodge #2163A  Jingo 
Musical Bingo includes DJ, Bingo Card, Coffee & 
Dessert, Bethpage Community Center, Bethpage, 
7:30pm, $25pp. Contact: Rose Garvalosa @ 516-521-
0865. 
 
Sept. 19 - America Lodge #2245 - Annual Picnic in 
the Park, Plattsduetsche Park, 1-5pm. Contact: Maria 
Passalaqua @ 516-456-3078. 
 
Sept. 20 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Annual 
Family Picnic at Ridge Road Park. Contact: Anthony 
Miceli @ 914-879-6884. 
 

Sept. 24 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  
Designer Purse Bingo at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer 
Park, 5:30pm, Games 7pm, $30pp. Contact: Karen 
Lorito @ 631-943-3622. 
 
Sept. 25 - Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 - An Evening 
with Robert Hansen at Knights of Columbus Council, 
45 Heitz Place, Hicksville, 7pm, Dessert & Coffee, 
Raffles, 50/50 & Lottery Board. Contact: Kathy 
Sanfilippo @ kshoe2@aol.com. 
 
Sept. 27 -  Perry Como Lodge #2846 - Left, Right, 
Center Dice Game at St. Philip Neri Parish Center, 
Northport, 1-4pm, $20pp. Contact: Denise Ferrandina 
@ 631-493-0531. 
 
Oct. 5 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Ernest Pascucci 
Memorial Golf Outing at Glen Cove Municipal Golf 
Course. Contact: Rocco Totino @ 516-382-0770. 
 
Oct. 4 - Daughters & Sons of Italian Heritage Lodge 
#2428 - Italian Heritage Celebration honoring Past 
Lodge Presidents Dominick Sciangula, Anne Marie 
Mace, Teri Mascioli, State Past President Anthony 
Naccarato, Past District Deputy Alfonso Squillante, 
Frank Russo & Chief Joseph Gulotta, Russo’s on the 
Bay, Howard Beach, 12:30pm, $125pp. Contact: Teri 
Mascioli @ 347-495-9298. 
 
Oct. 6 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Italian 
Heritage Appreciation Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, 
Islip, $50pp. Contact: Vicky Canestro @ 631-472-
2868. 
 
Oct. 6 - John D. Calandra Lodge #2600  Charity Golf 
Outing at Sprain Lake Golf Course, Yonkers, Golf 
(11am) & Dinner (6:30pm) $250pp. 
Dinner/Westchester Manor, Hastings on Hudson. 
Dinner only $110pp. Contact: 914-424-7733. 
 
Oct. 10 - LI Columbus Day Parade to be held in Deer 
Park, LI. Further details to follow. Contact: Keith 
Wilson @ 516-633-1435. 
 
Oct. 11 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213  Columbus Day 
Wreath Laying Ceremony at Tibbet Park, White 
Plains, 10am. Contact: Camille Tarone @ 914-761-
9075. 
 
Oct. 11 - Perry Como Lodge #2846 - Celebrate Italian 
Heritage at St. Philip Neri Parish Center, Northport, 
1-5pm, $55pp. Contact: Lisa @ 631-487-4385. 
 
Oct. 16 - Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253  Supermarket 
Bingo at Hicksville Community Center, Hicksville, 
$15pp. Contact: Gina Lore @ 516-398-1093. 
 
Oct. 17 - Progresso Lodge #1047 - Columbus 
Day/Heritage D/D at Bella Domani, N. Syracuse, 5-
10pm, $60pp. Contact: Carmine Federico @ 315-
457-5010. 
 
Oct. 18 - America Lodge #2245 - Annual D/D at 
Leonard’s Palazzo, Great Neck. Contact: Karen 
Mollish @ 516-852-2823. 
 
Oct. 18 - Columbia County Lodge #659 - Carl Florio 
Positive Image Awards at the Lodge Hall, Hudson, 
1pm. Contact: Phil Abitabile @ 518-965-6439. 

Oct. 20 - Per Sempre Lodge #2344 - Italian Heritage 
Month Celebration, Guest Speaker Lou Del Bianco, 
Grandson of Lou Del Bianco, Chief Carver of Mt. 
Rushmore, St. Mary/Maris Stella Knights of 
Columbus Hall, Lynbrook. Contact: Robert Baccari 
@ 516-859-3431. 
 
Oct. 25 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213  Children’s 
Boo Bash at Meucci Lodge Hall, White Plains. 
Contact: Chris Famularo @ 347-203-5991. 
 
Oct. 30 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Murder 
Mystery Night at Meucci Lodge Hall, 7pm. Contact: 
Tina Salerno @ 914-774-5540. 
 
Nov. 1 - Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372  Golden 
Anniversary Dinner Celebration at Fox Hollow, 
Woodbury, $125pp, $140 at door. Contact: Rosemarie 
DiChiara @ 516-458-0097. 
 
Nov. 1 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Memorial 
Mass at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, 10am. 
Contact: Camille Tarone @ 914-761-9075. 
 
Nov. 5 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232  Salute to 
Veterans Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, 
$35pp. Contact: Vicky Canestro @ 631-472-2868. 
 
Nov. 13 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Pocket Book 
Bingo at Meucci Lodge Hall, White Plains. 6pm, 
$50pp. Contact: Cathy Grisanti @ 914-523-6158. 
 
Nov. 13 - Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 - Nite at the 
Races at Hicksville Community Center, Hicksville. 
Contact: Anthony D’Angelis @ 516-710-9497. 

 
Garibaldi-Meucci Museum   

 Special Upcoming Events 
vAdmission is $5 for GMM Members, $10 for non-
members Contact Stephanie Lundegard  @ 718-442-
1608 or Visit our website at garibaldimeuccimuse-
um.com 
 
June 28 - August 31 - William Castello “Music of 
America” Art Exhibit on June 28 at 1pm. 
 
Aug. 20 - Thursday 12pm - Pizza, Pasta Event. 
Bongiorno Productions will present their film 
“Amore de Sannio” at Osteria Santina. 
 
Sept. 19 - Saturday 2pm - Theresa Magistro Book 
Presentation. Theresa “Antonetta” an Immigrant story 
about a courageous woman tracing her remarkable 
journey whose strength grew from the heart. 
 
Oct. 3 - Saturday 2pm - Pamela Martorano Book 
Presentation on two of her books, “Turning Pain Into 
Power” and “The Momory Box: Songs, Spaces and 
Keepsakes That Tell Our Stories”. 
 

vOct. 24 - Saturday 2pm - Dr. Snjezana Smodlaka 
and Anita Sanseverino lecture on Caraviggio. 
 
Nov. 8 - Feb. 28 - “Michelangelo: Genius in Marble 
& Fresco” exhibit on display. 

 
  As of 7/7/26 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE - September 26 
 

 NYOSDIA Annual Gift of Sight Luncheon  
at Captain Bills, Bayshore, 12 noon  

Honoring Past Gift of Sight Chairperson 
Mary Naccarato 

NY OSDIA State Golf Outing - August 24  
Town of Oyster Bay Golf Course  

      1 South Woods Road, Woodbury, NY 
 

Dinner at The Mansion at Oyster Bay honoring  
Andrew Reilly and Anthony Cavallaro 



The Golden 
Lion 

is seeking new adver-
tisers - or former 

advertisers to return!  
We are asking busi-
nesses to promote 

themselves with our 
advertising. 

Call our office at  
1-800-322-6742 for 
further information.

Don’t Forget 
 

NYOSDIA 
Grand Lodge 
Gift of Sight 

Annual 
Luncheon  

September 26 
Honoring  

Chairperson 
Emeritus 

Mary 
Naccarato 

Filial Friendliness 
Send photos of gatherings with other lodges (for other than the 
normal events and dinner dances) displaying one of our main 
tenets...  

FRATERNITY

- Super Lawyers, Ten + years  
- Martindale Hubbell: Pre-Eminent 
Lawyers & 5.0/5.0 Ethics, 10+ years       
- Expert Network: Distinguished 
Lawyer 
- Avvo Rating:  10/10 & Client Rating:  
5/5 “STARS” 
- The National Trial Lawyers Association Member 15+ 
year 
- New York Times, New York City Metro Area, Top 
Attorney 

Admitted to practice in NY, NJ & MA 
Michael A. Santo, Esq. 

CELL: 516.551.5503 EMAIL:  AttySANTO@gmail.com  
Concentrating in:  

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE, 
PERSONAL INJURY & NURSING HOME CLAIMS 

40+ years of Experience 
Of Counsel to: 

Cheung & Lauterborn, P.C. 
200 Garden City Plaza, Suite 224 

Garden City, New York 11530 
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On June 1 at the Cellini Lodge #2206 General Meeting - was proud 
to have as guests Dr. Vincenzo Tiberio Mantia, President of the Sons 
of Italy Capitolo (Lodge) in Palermo Sicily and his associate Avv. Dott. 
Daniele Baldassare Giacalone. They spoke about how they conduct 
business there, and were impressed about how we conduct our meet-
ings here in America. They also represented their lodge at the NELA 
Gala in Washington D.C.  Mille Grazie!  In photo above l-r: Vincenzo, 
President Vincent Capass and Daniele.  Below: Dr. Vincenzo speaks 
at the General Meeting. 

INTERNATIONAL FILIAL  
FRIENDLINESS!

Joe Gallo of Loggia Glen Cove #1016 is the radio host of Italian 
House Party.  It airs on Sundays from 12-3 pm at OWWR (Old 
Westbury Web Radio).  If you like to call in the number is:516. 
876.4964.  Joe will be happy to take your call.  In the filial friend-
liness photo during July 4th weekend are from left  to right: your 
host Joe Gallo, your Golden Lion Editor from Cellini Lodge 
#2206 Mark A. Ventimiglia, Joe Cerrullo, former police officer 
and actor (notice his shirt is Ghostbusters), writer etc. and a 
member of Joe Gallo’s lodge and Frank Camaratta, also a for-
mer police officer and friend of both Joes.

Friday, September 11, 2026 will 
mark the 25th year after the 9-11 attacks 

on the United States. 
 

NEVER FORGET

CIGAR NIGHT IS 
SEPTEMBER 29TH AT 

THE MANSION AT 
OYSTER BAY


