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Ordine Figli d’Italia in America

Columbus Day is Monday, October 12!

25 Years Later Remembering 9/11 

NYS OSDIA 2026  
Golf Outing  

 
On August 24, the yearly golf outing and 
dinner was held at the Mansion at Oyster Bay 
honoring OSDIA members Anthony Cavallaro, 
President of the John Michael Marino Lodge 
#1389 and awarding a Special Recognition to 
New York State Treasurer Andrew Reilly. 
Anthony, in photo left and Andrew in photo 
right are flanked by State President Arthur 
Spera and State 2nd Vice President Ernest 
Magliato. 

(More photos of the event in centerfold pp. 10-11) 

OUR OSDIA FAMILY WHO PERISHED ON 9/11 
 

New York City Firefighter, John T. Vigiano 
New York City Police Department Detective, Joseph V. Vigiano 

Port Authority Police Department 
Captain, Kathy Mazza Delosh 

Thomas Strada 
Debbie Mannetta 

Peter A. Gay 
Joseph Riverso 

Joseph M. Romagnolo 
Rudolph Mastrocinque 

Frank Mancini

For those of you that lost family, friends, colleagues, clients or any 
other loved ones, it is still very nice to see people, cities and the 
country keeping their memory alive and keeping our awareness 
keen to those that would hurt Americans. 
 
The seventh moment of silence in NYC, which was added to the 
ceremony this year, was to honor the thousands of people who have 
died from illnesses linked to 9/11 and its aftermath in the years 
since. You may have known one of these people who have died or 
may know someone who is fighting a sickness. While there are 
constantly changing statistics, an approximate number of deaths 
post 9/11 is over 9,000 and over 140,000 are being treated for 
illnesses related to 9/11.  NEVER FORGET.

AMERICA 
250
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ARE YOU CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
PLEASE NOTIFY THE GOLDEN LION 

 
This will assure that you will receive your copy of the Golden 
Lion on time at your new address, and the NY Grand Lodge 
will save the 75 cents charged by the United States Postal 
Service for each returned newspaper.  Please notify us of a 
change of address as soon as possible. 
 
Email or send letter or postcard to the Grand Lodge office 
(see below). Include the following: name, lodge #, complete 
old address and new address otherwise changes cannot be 
processed. 

EMAIL TO: nysosia@aol.com 
MAIL TO:  New York State OSIA Grand Lodge 

Attention:  The Golden Lion 
2101 Bellmore Avenue, Bellmore, NY  

11710-5605
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NEW YORK OSIA HALL OF FAME

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE  
NOVEMBER 8, 2026 

 
All articles for publication must be typed, double spaced and saved and sent as 
a document file in Arial Narrow 12pt. font.  All photograph captions must be 
typed identifying lodge with full name and number; all persons should be identified.  
Digital photos should be taken in the highest quality setting possible of the 
camera or phone; poor quality photos may NOT be published.  DO NOT copy 
and paste photos in email, rather attach as a file (named if possible).   All articles 
and captions must be received before the deadline date. Unpublished articles 
are not returned.  The Editor reserves the right to edit articles, letters, advertise-
ments, and other material submitted for publication, for its length, clarity, accuracy, 
and for conformity to the ideals of the Order.  For further information please 
contact the Editor by email:  mavleonedoro@gmail.com.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK   

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Grand Lodge of New 
York, 
 
We are now fully entrenched in one of the busiest sea-
sons for the New York State Grand Lodge. We have 
and have had so many functions and activities since 
our convention; it’s almost like a whirlwind. From the 
Helen Keller Camp Day hosted by our Gift of Sight 
Committee, chaired by MaryAnn DeCostanzo, to our 
State Golf Outing, the biggest one ever, hosted by 
Chairman Ernest Magliato and Co-Chairs Joseph 
Rondinelli and AnnMarie Ilardi, to the LI Ducks Game 
and the Annual Cigar Night chaired by IPP Biagio Isgro, 
Jr. The many lodges that are hosting feasts grows 
every year and let’s not forget, most importantly, our 

Columbus Day Parades. The Long Island Columbus Day Parade scheduled for 
October 10th should be bigger than last year and we are planning to attend the NYC 
Columbus Day Parade as well. Information will be forthcoming on both and many 
more events. 
 
We held our summer Plenary Session at the Rockland Lodge on August 8th and we 
conducted a tremendous amount of business that day. Thank you to Lodge President 
Anthony Albanese and lodge Past President Bill Barbera for coordinating that day. 
Our next Plenary will be at the Geneva Lodge and will be a joint effort hosted by the 
Geneva Lodge and the Vince Lombardi Lodge, both from District 8. We will have a 
bus going from downstate to Geneva. It will be Friday, October 23 to Sunday, October 
25. We are excited to visit our upstate brothers and sisters and are looking forward 
to an enjoyable weekend with everyone. Details will come in a separate 
mailing/email. 
 
Every year, many lodges pay respects to the tragic events of 9/11 with ceremonies, 
programs and remembrances of that horrible day in our history. This year, being the 
25th anniversary will be no different. If you are having a ceremony or service please 
send some pictures for the next issue of the newspaper. I know that my lodge, the 
Vigiano Bros. Lodge #3436 will be joined by the Capt. Kathy Mazza Lodge #2163A 
in Port Jefferson Harbor. Our State Chaplain Father Anthony Saliba will be providing 
a prayer service for us on site. 
 
We have completed the work to the outside of the Grand Lodge Office building now. 
The new LED sign is up and we even have decals on the front doors that were added 
by the sign company. As soon as they were put on the doors people started ringing 
the bell because they had no idea we were there. We also added bollard covers to 
the metal posts protecting the gas meters on the front wall. Everything looks great. 
 
Many of our National Officers, and myself and First Lady Joanne, attended the 
National Plenary Session in San Francisco from August 12-16. I have to say, it was 
well attended and I am proud to say that not only do all of our National Officers do 
an outstanding job in their respective positions, but we must be very proud of our 
Brother Thom Lupo for leading this entire organization. Thom brings respectability 
and professionalism to his role as our National President. I am extremely proud of the 
job he is doing. Thank you, Thom, it is an honor and privilege to serve with you. 
 
We are presently getting signed into the iMembersdb program with the Supreme 
Lodge. Thank you, Joseph Catania, President of the Giuseppe Garibaldi Lodge for 
spearheading and coordinating this project. It takes some time but we will be fully 
functional in the coming months. 
 
It’s been a very active summer for all of us. I would like to thank the many lodges that 
invited First Lady Joanne and I to all of your picnics and feasts. We love to spend 
time with all of you and each of you make us feel welcome and treat us like one of 
the family. As we enter the fall season, we know how busy it is going to get and again 
look forward to spending time with as many of you as we can. I hope to see many of 
you at both the Long Island Columbus Day Parade on October 10th in Deer Park and 
the New York City Columbus Day Parade on October 12th. Please check the website 
and the Golden Lion events page for more information. 
 
Finally, thank you to all of you for supporting our Grand Lodge, without you and your 
support we cannot accomplish the many things that we do. And, congratulations to 
all of our new members and to all of the lodges that recruit new members. 
Membership is key to any organization’s success. That all being said, I would like to 
thank our Vice Presidents Luigi Squillante and Ernest Magliato for chairing these 2 
key committees. They do an outstanding job, thank you brothers. And, even though 
I always say it, special thank you to Carol DiTrapani and Eileen Stavis in the Grand 
Lodge Office for everything they do to make my job easier, as well as our office 

volunteers, Eleanor Jobbagy, Anita Rosato and Anna Magliato.  
 
Again, I thank all of you for your hospitality and respect as First Lady Joanne and I 
travel around to as many of your lodges that we can. Remember, this is a Fraternal 
and Family Oriented Organization. I could not do this without Joanne’s involvement 
as well, thank you. 
 
In closing, we are approaching the Autumn season, stay safe and aware. Days will 
start getting shorter and we must stay alert of our surroundings. More people will be 
on the roads and the kids are back in school. As a former truck driver for close to 50 
years, those words were drilled into our heads every year at this time. Just slow down 
and take your time. Thank you. 
 
Fraternally Yours, 
 
 

Arthur Spera 
President 
New York State Grand Lodge 

New York State Summer Plenary

President Spera, on Saturday, August 8, 2026 held the Summer 
Plenary hosted by Rockland Lodge #2176 of District V. The meeting 
commenced at 9:39am after the ceremonial lighting of the candles.  
Some of the highlights were: 
- there are some changes to procedures for State Deputies. 
- membership statewide is currently 6571. 
- the state website is able to see how many total visits and how 
many visits to particular tabs (for example, the Golden Lion news-
paper had 68 in the past month). 
- NELA Dinner gave $220,000 in scholarship. 
- also from National, two new lodges will join, one from Arizona and 
one from Nevada. 
- CSJ - looking to get federal law making October Italian Culture 
and Heritage month.  
- Rocky Marciano lodge has been closed and Santa Maria Lodge is 
in suspension. 
- the Fall Plenary will be held on Saturday, October 24, at the 
Geneva Lodge. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 pm. 

                         
- Editor 

 
Note: Plenary photos thanks to Kathy Sanfilippo, Galileo Galilei 
Lodge #2253 . 

   Have a    Happy    Columbus    Day   October    12th,    2026



FR. ANTHONY SALIBA 
NEW YORK OSDIA STATE CHAPLAIN
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In Memoriam
FROM YOUR STATE CHAPLAIN 

By Fr. Anthony Saliba 
  

Two Homelands, One Heart. 
The Meaning of American 

Independence to Italian Americans 
 

For us, Italian Americans, the anniver-
sary of American Independence is more 
than a celebration of the birth of a nation. 
It is also a reminder of the remarkable 
journey of our own families - of immi-
grants who left Italy with hope in their 
hearts and built new lives in the United 
States. 
 
This important anniversary invites us to 
remember the cultural richness that 
Italians brought to America: our lan-
guage, food, music, art, craftsmanship, 
traditions, and, above all, a strong sense 
of family and community. Italian immi-
grants helped shape the neighborhoods, 
cities, churches, businesses, and institu-
tions that became part of the American 
story. 
 
Socially, Independence Day reminds us 
that America has always been strength-
ened by people who arrive from different 
lands yet share a common desire for 
freedom and opportunity. Our Italian her-
itage does not compete with our 
American identity; rather, the two enrich 
one another. We can proudly cherish the 
land of our ancestors while giving thanks 
for the country that welcomed them and 

for the opportunities given to their children 
and grandchildren. 
 
For Italian Americans, there is also a 
deeply religious dimension to this cele-
bration. Our Catholic heritage teaches us 
to be grateful for the blessings we have 
received and conscious of our responsi-
bilities toward others. The “Freedom” we 
celebrate with the American 
Independence is not simply the right to do 
as we please. It is the freedom to do what 
is good, to serve our neighbor, and to 
build a society founded upon justice and 
charity. 
 
On this important anniversary, we there-
fore give thanks for both heritage and 
homeland: 

Let us remember where our families •
came from.  
Let us honor those who sacrificed for •
freedom.  
Let us be grateful and celebrating the •
United States of America, the home 
that became ours.

From the Editor’s Desk! 

Dear Brothers & Sisters, 
 
Summer BBQ's ended; Ferragosto has passed - it gets its name two 
ways.  In Ancient Rome: the name comes from Feriae Augusti ("Festivals 
of Emperor Augustus"), it was a period of rest and celebration after heavy 
work in the field. In the Catholic tradition it became associated with the 
Feast of the Assumption of Mary.  Then came September with a late 
Labor Day and ceremonies for 9/11 solemnly remembering 25 years ago. 

For our Jewish members and friends Rosh Hashana to Yom Kippur. And moving along to  
September 22 autumn began.  As we turn (or scroll) the calendar page to October we look 
to the many events that lodges do for Italian Culture and Heritage Month.  Of course we 
celebrate Columbus Day in many cities throughout the country and try to save his legacy as 
“Admiral of the Ocean Sea.” 
 
Back in July, the Gift of Sight (GOS) had another great Helen Keller Camp Day.  While the 
inclement weather forced us indoors, it was nevertheless a fun and exciting time for the kids 
and a wonderful feeling of doing good to our committee members involved in making a 
successful day.  In August the State Golf Outing was a success honoring some special 
people - see cover and centerfold.  
 
I have a new writer, Rocky Piaggione, who was a colleague of the late Cav. Phil DiNovo in 
Albany.  His first article will be two parts in interview style and deals with the all American and 
now world classic - Baseball!  I welcome Rocky onboard. 
 
I was saddened to hear of the loss of the former President of Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #2163, 
Anthony Grimaldi, in a vehicular accident.  He was young and a friend to the Order.  We 
should pray for his soul and for his family. 
 
May the autumnal colors bring you peace and relaxation in a complex world. 
 
God Bless America, 
 
 

Mark A. Ventimiglia  

Corrections:  
note: please let the Editor know if you see a substantive error in a current issue.

District Lodge Name of Deceased     DOD 
2 Jdge. Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180 Pasquale Greco     7/19/2026 
4 Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 Raymond F. Tocci     7/29/2026 
5 Rockland Lodge #2176  Greg DeCola Sr.        7/27/2026 
1 Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 James Palmieri     8/14/2026 
4 Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 Theresa M. Corey      9/3/2026 
2 Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #2163 Anthony Grimaldi      9/6/2026

Why Can’t Everyday Be 9/12/2001? 
 

The faded photo below left depicts a 1986 skyline with the WTC, that beautifully majestic 
building.  I believe I took it from Liberty Island with my Mom and Great Aunt, Zia 
Antonina, who came all the way from Burgio, Agrigento, Sicily.  She had never been out 

of Italy and was frightened on the moving stairs (escalator) when I took her to the South Street 
Seaport.  We thought it a wonderful idea to have a picture to remember New York and of 
course it had to contain the ubiquitous WTC, seen from so many angles in Manhattan and 
around the outer boroughs.   
 
Who would have thought 15 years later it would be an empty lot.  Here I don’t have to explain 
the gory details, as we all know about it - I had a more firsthand encounter working a couple 
blocks away.   
 
Then, amazing occurences on 9/12: people banded together to comfort, look for the missing, 
lauding the police, fire department and healthcare workers.  That’s not to say that later in the 
day of 9/11 there were copious stories of strangers helping people out of the toxic dust.  There 
was no ethnic group, race or religion just ‘gray dust’ people trying to escape Manhattan.  And 
then for weeks and maybe months after, people seemed more kind and friendly.  I came back 
to the NYSE as soon as it reopened, even though memos stated essential personnel only and 
when I saw the CEO, Dick Grasso I said, “good morning (not the bland way we routinely state 
it, but with enormous emotion) and I mean GOOD MORNING!” while hugging each other.  
 
Can we say we have this kindness today, 25 years later?  What do you think? 
 
Why can’t everyday be 9/12 - even though we wish 9/11 never happened. 
 

Your Editor - Mark A. Ventimiglia
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NEW YORK OSDIA LODGE NEWS
Stella D’Argento  

Lodge #1916  
Our two scholarship recipients, 
Jonathan Sexton grandson of 
Nancy Boushie and Giovanna 

Sacco granddaughter of 
AnnMarie Sacco and 

President Charlene Jones 
(center). 

Columbus Lodge #2143 - in September the lodge initiated 12 new members. Congratulations from President 
Frank Gatto; welcome everyone and Benvenuti a tutti! 

The Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - initiated four new members at their July General Meeting. Photo 
above l-r: District Deputy Tony Izzo, members Michael Buono, Annette Albertelli, Lodge President Cathy 
Lamberti, Membership Chair Lucille Romanello, members Dave Bilello, Lori Bilello and NYS District I Trustee 
Tony Rotoli.  In August the lodge initiated 2 new members, (photo below) l-r: NYS District I Trustee Tony Rotoli, 
New Members Annette Elliott and Darrel Clark, 1st VP Daniel Calise, Membership Chair Lucille Romanello & 
District Deputy Tony Izzo. 

Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - July 2026 Scholarship Awards Ceremony. 
Proudly displaying their citations and awards, the 2026 recipients are 
pictured left to right (seated): Emily Gallo, recipient of the Loggia Glen 
Cove #1016 Scholarship sponsored in memory of Lisa Carrera; John 
Christ, recipient of the Estate of Rosemary Maggio & Loggia Glen Cove 
#1016 Scholarship; Gabriella Hope Della Ratta, recipient of the 
Scholarship in Memory of Lorenzo Martone; Vito Ricciardi, recipient of 
the Dante Award for Excellence in Italian; Isabella Longobucco, recipi-
ent of the Dante Award for Excellence in Italian sponsored by Michael 
Carrera in memory of Liz & Lisa Carrera; Abigail Neice, recipient of the 
Dante Award for Excellence in Italian sponsored by Angelo & Kathryn 
Grande; Gabriele Scognamiglio, recipient of the Community Service 
Award; Isabella Damiano, recipient of the Community Service Award 
sponsored by Mirina O'Brien in memory of her father, Vincent F. Gallo; 
and Giuliana Ferrari, recipient of the Community Service Award spon-
sored by Al DeBlasio in memory of his father, Dante DeBlasio. Standing 
are Loggia Glen Cove Officers & City of Glen Cove Mayor Pamela 
Panzenbeck and City dignitaries. 

Scholarships

Romanesque Lodge #2198 - Celebrating our Scholarship Winners, with President Theresa Killian and 
Scholarship chair Sofia Fantino are: Siena DiCicco, Sofie Barsanti, Nicholas Manganiello, State winner 
Anthony Picone, & Alexandria Verret.  Not pictured Allyson Cullingford & Indio Duran.

 
Salute! 
Cheers  
to the 

Scholars

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - in August presented another installment of its “My Italian Story” 
video history series, this time featuring Lodge member Dr. Joe Licata. The segment highlighted Dr. 
Licata’s time in Italy, his journey to the United States, his education, career, and family. Pictured from l-
r are: Maria Cavallaro, committee member; Dan Simonelli, committee member and producer; Shea 
Licata, Dr. Licata’s son; Cindy Licata, Dr. Licata’s wife; Dr. Joe Licata; and Lodge President Anthony 
Cavallaro.
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Natal Anniversary: Happy 100th year of birth to Ralph Squeglia 
- father of Cellini Lodge’s Lee Ann Lack. 

 

 

 Nuptial and Natal Announcements Section 
Please send me your announcements of marriages or milestone anniversaries (25th, 50th etc.) or of new births.  This should only be a marriage of a member sent by the member.  In addition, if a member has a new arrival, 
that is, their son or daughter or a grandparent having a new grandson or granddaughter; send me an announcement.  For marriages: the name of the member(s) namely, bride and groom, the date of the wedding and the 
full lodge name and number.  For births: birthdate (height and weight optional), name of parents or grandparents, one or more which is an OSDIA member and the full lodge name and number.  Email me, Golden Lion Editor 
at mavleonedoro@gmail.com with the subject line stating marriage or birth announcement.  The announcement (and photo if you like) will subsequently go in the Golden Lion Newspaper. 

 LOCAL LODGES - WHAT’S HAPPENING

On August 15, 2026, Rockland Lodge #2176 celebrated 
its 60th Anniversary with an outdoor picnic for members 
and their families to enjoy. It was an amazing day filled 
with fun, activities, and of course, FOOD! One of its orig-
inal charter members and Past Presidents in attendance, 
Brother John Zanfardino, who was presented with a 
Lifetime Service Award in recognition of his 60 years of 
dedicated service, leadership, and unwavering commit-
ment to the Sons of Italy. Here’s to 60 years of Italian 
pride, brotherhood, and service to the community — and 
to many more! 

Columbus Lodge #2143 - July 26th was our annual picnic. It was a perfect day and 
everyone had a great time! Lots of delicious food was enjoyed by all. Thank you 
President Frank Gatto and Raffaele Giannatasio. 

John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - in July congratulated 13 distinguished members who have devoted more than 
25 years of faithful membership to the Order. Their years of commitment, service, fellowship, and pride in our Italian 
American heritage have helped strengthen our lodge and uphold the mission of OSDIA to preserve culture, build com-
munity, and inspire future generations. These members were thanked for their loyalty, example, and their lasting con-
tributions to the Lodge and the Order. This milestone is a proud reflection of all they have given and all they continue 
to mean to the Lodge family.Tanti auguri and congratulations on this special honor!  Pictured l-r front row are: 25+ 
years members John DiLeo, Jr., Barbara Faticone, Domenica Strangolagalli, Marianna Cerroni, Maria Carpinelli, 
Antonietta Ardovini, Antonio Ardovino, Nancy Conetta, District II State Trustee Anthony Conetta, Mario Staccone, and 
John B. Maura, Jr.; back row is Lodge President Anthony Cavallaro and First Lady Maria Cavallaro. Also pictured are 
Lodge Membership Chairperson Marianne Bortone Prince and Lodge 1st VP Nina Coccarelli Rivera.  

Cellini Lodge #2206 member Lee Ann Lack cel-
ebrating her father Ralph Squeglia's 100th birth-
day along with her half-sister Eileen Forster in 
Dania Beach Florida August 24, 2026.

 
We note with pride that Lt. Cmdr. Mario Runco Jr., 
thought to be the first Italian American in space, was 
from the Bronx and graduated Cardinal Hayes HS. 
 
- George Persico, Vincent Linguanti Lodge #2212 

Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 had its picnic in August. This photo includes NYS 2nd VP 
Ernest Magliato, Caboto President Linda Tursi, Town Supervisor John Ferretti, NYS 
President Arthur Spera, NYS Past President Tony Naccarato, Orator Keith Wilson, State 
Trustee Will Sanfilippo & Caboto members.

Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 - in September thanked our Immediate Past 
President Chris Hirshberg for his hard work and dedication to the Order 
as president for the past two years. Pictured below is Past President 
Chris Hirshberg, current President Tony D’Angelis and Chris's two daugh-
ters Amelia in his arms and Isabella standing next to him.

Five members of The Celebrated Authors of NYSOSDIA joined together in the celebration of the 250th Birthday 
of America by donating one of their poems that was by Local Gems Press in, "E pluribus unum", A Poetry 
Anthology For America's 250th Birthday (photo below). They are, Patricia Rispoli Edick (Chair), Rose Cervone-
Taylor, Paula Curci, Judy Turek (Members of The Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372), and Robert Savino, (Co-Chair 
and Member of The Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211).

cent'anni



COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

MESSAGE FROM CSJ CHAIRPERSON ELEANOR JOBBAGY

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

I hope that during the month of October - 
- Italian Heritage Month - - each Lodge 
will be celebrating Italian Heritage and 
Culture in some way.  This is also the per-
fect time to participate in events in your 
area that recognize and celebrate our 
Italian Heritage and Culture.  If your 
Lodge is planning a celebration and you 
would like some positive image material, 
you can contact Keith Wilson. 
 
In response to letters sent to the various 
County Executives, I received responses 

from three: 
Albany County:  The County 
Executive sent a proclamation regard-
ing Italian Heritage Month. 
Suffolk County:  The County 
Executive responded with a letter and 
flyer regarding the Taste of Italy that 
will be held on Monday, October 19 at 
the H. Lee Dennison Building in 
Hauppauge. 
Dutchess County:  I received an email 
with the dates of several events being 
held in recognition of Italian Heritage 
Month.  These events were held dur-
ing the month of September. 

 
In response to the letter written to the 
Governor, I received a phone call from a 
staff member acknowledging receipt of 
the letter and advising that the Governor 
does recognize and celebrate Italian 
Heritage Month by issuing a proclamation 
and marching in the Columbus Day 
Parade.  She advised that she would 
keep me informed of other events cele-
brating Italian Heritage Month as we get 
closer.  

The CSJ continues its work to bring 
awareness to our great heritage and cul-
ture.  One way we do this is through our 
Italian Language and essay contest pro-
grams.  Our language award, La Bella 
Lingua, is open to all students in schools 
throughout New York State that study the 
Italian Language.  We receive a good 
response to this program.  Our essay con-
tests, the John Dabbene and Louis J. 
Gallo Columbus Awards, unfortunately do 
not receive such a good response.  These 
contests are open to the children, grand-
children, etc. of members of our New York 
OSDIA.  It is up to our Lodge Presidents to 
share the information regarding these pro-
grams with their members, who in turn 
should encourage their eligible family 
members to participate.  By writing an 
essay, the child can learn something about 
their heritage and culture they may not 
have known.  It is a simple way to keep our 
heritage and culture alive - passing it down 
to the newest generation of Italian 
Americans. 

 

Regarding the issue in Syracuse about 
keeping the Columbus Statue in the Park, 
I have no further information.  The latest 
is that we are still awaiting the report of 
the Selection Committee regarding the 
future of the Park and the Columbus 
Statue. 
 
Want to learn more about the 
Commission for Social Justice, check out 
our website nyscsj.org.  The website con-
tains information regarding our various 
programs and contests, a Who’s Who in 
the CSJ, reports of past plenary sessions 
and the minutes of our CSJ Executive 
Board Meetings, to mention just a few 
items that are included. 
 
 
Fraternally, 
 
 
Eleanor Jobbagy 

http://www.columbusthetruth.org 
http://www.therealcolumbus.org 
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Potentially Dangerous:  When It Was A Crime To Be An Italian:  
Directed and Written by Zach Baliva 

Potentially Dangerous: When It Was a Crime to Be Italian, directed and written by Zach 
Baliva, tells an important and often overlooked story about the discrimination Italian immigrants faced in 
the United States during World War II.  During this chapter in history, Italian Americans made up more 
than 10% of military personnel and received medals of honor for their bravery and service. The 
documentary explores Executive Order 2527, where Italians were declared enemy aliens, placed under 
curfew, banned from workplaces, taken from their homes and families, and placed into internment camps. 
The stories are told by people who were children at the time the authorities came knocking. 

What makes the documentary especially powerful is the way it shows that discrimination was 
not simply a matter of personal prejudice. Italian immigrants were viewed as threats because of their 
nationality and heritage. Families faced fear, uncertainty, and restrictions simply because they were of 
Italian descent and had not yet become American citizens. Consequently, Italian Americans hid their 
language, culture, and customs, which had long-lasting effects.  The documentary reminds viewers that 
being labeled “dangerous” can have serious consequences, even when people have done nothing wrong. 

The subject is especially meaningful because it connects history to issues that still matter today. 
By examining the experiences of Italian Americans, the documentary encourages viewers to think about 
fairness, civil rights, and the dangers of judging people based on their origins. Even though a full 
investigation into the internment of Italians revealed this treatment, the American government has not 
issued an apology. 

Potentially Dangerous is an informative and thought-provoking documentary. It 
gives viewers a chance to learn about a difficult chapter in American history while also 
considering how prejudice can affect ordinary families. For anyone interested in 
American history, immigration, or the experiences of Italian Americans, this 
documentary can be downloaded free at: https://www.potentiallydangerousfilm.com/. 
 
Lisa - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 
Alison - Cellini Lodge #2206 

GOLDEN LION DOCUMENTARY REVIEW 
by Alison Vitucci and Lisa Serafini

SAVE THE DATE - MARCH 6, 2027 
 
NYOSDIA 44th Annual CSJ Luncheon at Russo’s on the Bay, Howard Beach, NY.

Cellini Lodge #2206 - had its Annual Feast at the end of August.  Here is part of the team with President 
Vincent Capasso (in center) to the left of Cellini Queen.

Loggia Glen Cove #1016: - in July the lodge volunteered at the St. Rocco’s feast.  Lodge members lent a 
hand along with their President Ralph Ciano (2nd from left).

Summer Nights out in Nassau County
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Garibaldi in Exile (1850-1854) 
By Prof. William J. Castello 

By now, most of us know that in 1850, following the death of his 
wife, Anita, his invitro child and The Roman Republic, 
General Garibaldi became the most highly sought fugitive in 

Europe and the Mediterranean region. The story brings him to New 
York City and sanctuary in the home of Antonio and Esther Meucci 
(the present Garibaldi-Meucci Museum). In fact, Garibaldi had a far 
more complex existence in the new world beyond his life with 
Meucci. 
His wife Anita passed away August 4, 1849, near Ravenna, Italy. 
They were actively fleeing from Austrian and French troops following 
the collapse of the short-lived Roman Republic. Before he came to 
America, he sought refuge in many ports but was rejected until he 
found the Piedmontese consul in Tangier, Francesco Carpenetti. He 

was well received there and stayed six months. 
 
In February 1850, Carpenetti sent Garibaldi to New York via Liverpool England. On June 28 he left 
Liverpool for New York aboard the steamship Waterloo and arrived at the Staten Island quarantine 
station on July 30, 1850. (1) Upon his arrival, Garibaldi stayed briefly at The Pavilion Hotel on Staten 
Island. He eventually moved to Rallo’s Italian Boarding House (Leonard Street, Manhattan). The 
house was a popular gathering point and residence for newly arrived Italian political exiles, musi-
cians, and opera stars such as the Meucci’s, Domenico Mariani and the tenor Lorenzo Salvi. (2) 
 
By early October the Meucci’s leased a house in Clifton, Staten Island and invited Garibaldi, his 
aide Colonel Paolo Bovi Campeggi and Lorenzo Salvi to abide there with them. 
 
Garibaldi never wanted to be a burden on the Meuccis and as soon as he was fit again, he tried to 
sign on for work along the docks of New York but was turned away. In late 1850, Meucci created a 
candle factory where he, Garibaldi and several Italian immigrants worked. In early 1851 Meucci pur-
chased and operated the Garibaldi Meucci Clifton Brewery which retained Garibaldi’s name even 
after his departure.  
 
By April 1851, his friend Carpenetti sailed to New York and asked Garibaldi to co-captain his ship 
on a voyage to Peru where he was setting up a business. Under the pseudonym Giovanni Pane he 

sailed for Peru. There he obtained Peruvian citizenship so he could legally command a Peruvian 
trading vessel. On January 10,1852 he sailed as captain of the Peruvian ship Carmen to China, 
southeast Asia and Australia. Upon his brief return to Peru in 1853, he then commanded the ship 
to Chile, around Cape Horn, then to Baltimore, Maryland where he retired his commission. There, 
he and another Italian merchant purchased a vessel called the Commonwealth. After a brief visit to 
bid farewell to the Meuccis, he sailed the Commonwealth from Baltimore to London and then to 
Newcastle on the River Tyne for coal. 
 
With the political climate in Italy finally calming down, Garibaldi was permitted to return home in late 
1854. Upon his return, he claimed a significant family inheritance from his late brother. He used 
these funds to buy the northern half of Caprera, a rugged, rocky island off the coast of Sardinia. He 
built a South American-style farmhouse, devoted himself to farming, and lived a simple life with his 
children while quietly awaiting the next revolutionary wave. There he remained until the final battles 
for unification called him back to service.(3) 
 
(1). Daniel Falcone, PhD, “Globalizing Local History: Giuseppe Garibaldi in New York 
And The Politics of Memory, 1884-1932”, (St. John’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences): Saint John’s 
Univ. NY, 2024. 
(2). Julio Yarce, “Why Giuseppe Garibaldi Has a Statue in New York City”, ( untapped New York, Untapped 
Cities, LLC), Oct. 9, 2020 
(3). James A. Arieti, “Giuseppe Garibaldi”, (EBSCO Information Services), 2024 

William J. CastelIo is a Past President (2018-2023) of the Fr. Vincent Capodanno Lodge #212. He is a former 
GMM Commissioner and the historian and artist in residence.  

Above left: Garibaldi working in Meucci’s candle factory. Above right: The Garibaldi/Meucci Cliffton Brewery (1851) 
Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Collection 

At a time when traveling was neither easy nor 
convenient, General Giuseppe Garibaldi’s foot-
prints are on five continents. He travelled about 
100,000 miles by ship and by horse. As a young 
captain on the ship La Clorinda, Garibaldi met 
Emile Barrault and was introduced to and was 
inspired by the work of Henri Saint-Simon and 
his followers. The Saint-Simonian philosophy 
had a profound effect on Garibaldi, to the extent 
that he devoted his life to fighting for freedom 
and liberation from tyranny and eventually lead-
ing the fight to unify Italy. After a very active and 
adventurous life, he spent his last years on a 
peaceful, scenic island, Isola Caprera, 
Sardegna. In 1856, he inherited the northern 
part of the island from his brother, Felice. The 
current Casa Bianca (the White House) is a 
museum displaying many artifacts of Garibaldi 
and his family. The original tent where he lived 
was replaced by a hovel, and eventually, his 
adult children helped him to construct the 
house. It has since undergone renovations. 

Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of Casa 
Bianca and the Compendio Garibaldino (the 
Garibaldino Compendium) brought visitors to 
Caprera on 2 June 2026, to honor the General 
at his gravesite on the anniversary of his death. 
It was also the country’s 80th Anniversary—La 
Festa della Repubblica. With so many mile-
stones to recognize, honor, and celebrate, I had 
the great opportunity to represent Staten 
Island’s Garibaldi-Meucci Museum at the 
solemn memorial service, and at the festive 
opening of a new exhibit, “For the People’s 
Europe,” at Casa Bianca. 
 
The director of the Museum, Arch. Sergio 
Cappai, welcomed everyone and described 
Garibaldi as a “modern man,” involving 
Europeans who helped and contributed to 
Italian unification. Two of the descendants of 
Giuseppe and Anita Garibaldi, through their son 
Ricciotti, were present for the ceremony and for 
the tour of the exhibit. Sig. Giuseppe Garibaldi, 

Director of "Instituto Internationale di Studi G. 
Garibaldi," participated in the ceremony. Sig.ra 
Anita Garibaldi delivered remarks describing 
the exhibit and guided the dignitaries and visi-
tors throughout the Museum. 
 
One of the images on display is a lithograph of 
the 1880 painting, “The Dispatch Bearer," by 
19th Century French academic artist, Alphonse-
Marie-Adolphe de Neuville, whose original work 
is on display at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
in New York City. Celebrating individual courage 
and conveying the drama of conflict, the litho-
graph depicts a French soldier disguised as a 
peasant, who was captured while trying to 
evade a dispatch. Such illustrations and docu-
mentations throughout the exhibit help the view-
er to understand and appreciate the challenges 
encountered by General Giuseppe Garibaldi, 
who was joined by his son Ricciotti command-
ing the volunteer Army of the Vosges in the last 
battle to protect the French Republic in the 
Prussian-Franco War and to promote Italian 
nationalism. 
 
The tour of the Museum was followed by 
refreshments on the outdoor patio of the 
Museum, where guests were able to mingle, 
meet, and converse with each other. 
 
Another special event, “European Heritage 
Day,” scheduled for Saturday, 26 September, 
will highlight the restoration and enhancement 
projects of the Compendium. A session entitled, 
“Return to Caprera,” will be a presentation of 
Garibaldi’s memorabilia that he donated to his 

friend, Edoardo Barbarini, a noted collector of 
Italian artifacts. I look forward to returning to 
Caprera to represent the Garibaldi-Meucci 
Museum for this special program.  

Dr. Curcio received the OSDIA NYS Grand Lodge 2026 Literary Award, in June at the annual meeting in 
Albany. Frances is a member of the Fr. Vincent Capodanno Lodge #212. 

GARIBALDI-MEUCCI MUSEUM (GMM) 
420 Tompkins Avenue 

Staten Island, New York 10305 
718-442-1608 

garibaldimeuccimuseum.com 

Joseph Sciame 
 Chairperson & CEO 

Marianne Bortone Prince 
Co- Chairperson

STATEN ISLAND’S GARIBALDI-MEUCCI MUSEUM REPRESENTED 
AT SPECIAL EVENTS ON ISOLA CAPRERA, SARDINIA, ITALY 

by Frances R. Curcio, PhD 

Casa Bianca, Garibaldi Museum

Sig. Giuseppe Garibaldi with Dr. Frances Curcio in 
front of the tomb of General Giuseppe Garibaldi

Arch. Sergio Cappai introducing the 
exhibit with Sig.ra Anita Garibaldi



Introducting Rocky Piaggione.  Rocky will becoming a regular contribut-
ing writer to the Golden Lion newspaper keeping the legacy of the 
beloved Cav. Philip DiNovo connected with OSDIA and the American 
Italian Heritage Museum in Albany, NY.  Just like Phil, Rocky is part of 
this museum and agreed to join Phil’s lodge - Gabriele D’Annunzio 
#321.  This is his first, a two-part article/interview, during the end of our 
American baseball seaon, about the General Manager of the very suc-
cessful Italian team in the 2026 World Baseball Classic. 

- Editor 

THE ITALIAN AMERICAN HORATIO 
ALGER STORY - (Part I) 

by Rocky Piaggione 

The World Baseball Classic (WBC) is a tournament held every three 
to four years before the start of the Major League season since 
2006. One of the twenty nations participating is Italy which has been 
traditionally considered by baseball pundits a non-contending after-
thought. But the 2026 WBC was different. The Italian team defeated 
Brazil, Great Britain, United States, Mexico and Puerto Rico before 
losing in the semi-finals to the eventual champion Venezuela.The 
general Manager of that team was Italian American Ned Colletti Jr. 

A successful baseball executive who worked in the game for 40 
years starting with the Chicago Cubs before moving west to the San 
Francisco Giants and then becoming the General Manager of the 
Los Angeles Dodgers.  Teams he built or helped build, reached the 
World Series four times (and won twice); he is a four-time Emmy 
award winning television broadcaster; currently a professional hock-
ey scout for the San Jose Sharks; the author of five books including 
the best seller “The Big Chair” and currently a professor at Pepper-
dine University, Ned Colletti Jr. is probably one of the most success-
ful sports personalities you never heard of. From his humble begin-
nings in Chicago to the pinnacle of major league baseball his life is 
a real-life Horatio Alger story. 

I caught up to Ned in Cooperstown, New York during Induction 
weekend. He was there as a guest of the San Francisco Giants for 
the induction of Jeff Kent into the Baseball Hall of Fame. Sitting 
under a tree on a park-bench, here is an edited transcript of our con-
versation: 

Ned can you tell me about your Italian roots? 

My grandparents, Luigi and Louise Colletti immigrated to the United 
States in 1890 from Chiusa Sclalfani a village (about 30 miles south 

of Palermo, Sicily) not far from Corleone. They came through New 
Orleans and settled in Chicago. I don’t know why they chose Chica-
go, it’s possible they knew people there.  

What do you know about your grandparents? 

By the time I was born (1954) my grandfather Luigi had passed. My 
grandmother died when I was 5 or 6, before I was old enough to 
know enough to ask her about her life.   I know they had eight kids 
my Dad was the 7th of 8. My grandfather worked for the City of 
Chicago and the Democratic Party.   Because my grandfather died 
early my grandmother went to work doing manual labor, holding 
down three jobs to provide for her eight kids aged 21 to 5. She hadn’t 
worked before and her English was limited, so it must have been 
hard on her. My older uncles and aunts banded together to support 
the family too, I had uncles that delivered ice; uncles who were in the 
scrap metal business.  That generation was really a generation of 
survival. Some of them may or may not have graduated from high 
school because of the situation they were in with my grandfather. 

And your parents? 

My father, Ned Colletti Sr. worked in a factory that made cardboard 
boxes, then he worked at Motorola. My dad could fix anything. At 
Motorola he was a carpenter, plumber and an electrician. He ended 
up dying at a young age (51) from lung cancer. He had worked with 
asbestos and he smoked.  Today there would be an investigation 
before dealing with asbestos. I think about him everyday. 

My mother’s name was Dolores. She was of German descent and 
also from Chicago.  They were the love of each other’s life. 

When my Dad died, my Mom had never driven a car. She outlived 
my Dad by 31 years. Both my parents wanted me to go to college - 
it was very important to them. Up to that point no one in the family 
had gone to college. I was the first.  My brother Doug was the sec-
ond in the entire family to go to college. 

What do you remember about your childhood? 

When I was born, we lived in the garage of one of my uncles. My 
Dad installed walls so I had my own tiny room. When I was about six, 
we moved to a very small house near O’Hare International Airport. 
My brother Doug was born then. About ten years ago I went back 
and had the honor to see the garage I lived in. The current owner 
saw me walking around and asked me what I was doing there and I 
said “I used to live in your garage.” He didn’t believe I lived there until 
I described the walls that were in it. 

Did you realize you had an Italian heritage as a child? 

From early on. I remember Christmas Eve at my grandmother’s 
house with the seven fishes dinner - it was family cousins, uncles 
and aunts. Every Sunday we had gatherings with the entire family 
being together, too.  

The day after Thanksgiving we would always meet for dinner at my 
oldest uncle’s house, Pasquale who was a big-time baseball fan. 

I remember the sorrow I saw in my uncles and aunts’ eyes when my 
grandmother passed away. My father didn’t speak Italian in the 
house and neither did I but I knew I was an Italian. 

Was sports a big part of your childhood? 

I grew up playing baseball, soccer and ice hockey. My Dad and my 
uncles, especially Pasquale and Frank were big baseball fans. They 
followed the Chicago Cubs. I remember my Dad taking me to my first 
baseball game at Wrigley Field. It was April 15, 1961 and the Cubs 
were playing the Milwaukee Braves with Eddie Mathews, Hank 
Aaron, and Joe Adcock among others.  The Cubs centerfielder, Al 
Heist hit a walk off grand slam home run to win the game. Years 
later, when I was the Assistant GM for the San Francisco Giants, Al 
Heist was a scout for the Giants so I got to talk to him about it.   In 
high school, I was captain of my ice hockey, baseball and soccer 
teams. But I knew I was too small to make a living playing a sport. I 
also wasn’t much of a scholar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Ned with Marco Mazzeri (right), President of the Italian Base-
ball Federation this past July 3 in Rome. 

Lodges outside of Long 
Island and New York City - 
send your town, village, 
or city Columbus Day 
Parade photos to the 

Golden Lion.
Daylight Saving Time in 2026 ends at 2 a.m. local time on Sunday, November 1, when 
clocks will "fall back" to 1 a.m.  Or will it?  Will Daylight Saving time be ongoing? 
 
As of this writing and despite bipartisan support in Congress and backing from  
President Trump, the future of the Sunshine Protection Act remains uncertain.  
 
Keep listening especially if you have events on November 1 - it is NYC Marathon Day 
and All Saints’ Day for Christians.
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On Monday, August 24, the New York State Grand Lodge Golf Outing and Dinner was held at The Mansion at Oyster Bay honoring: Tom Morrissey - Financial Advisor; Tom DeStio - Audio-
Visual Industrialist; Anthony Cavallaro - John Michael Marino Lodge #1389; and Special Recognition to Andrew Reilly - NYS OSDIA Treasuer.  
 

Many thanks to all those that attended and the committee for a well-run event: 
Chair - Ernest Magliato, Co Chairs - Joseph F. Rondinelli, Ann Marie Ilardi: Committee: Joe Fratta, Gina Franchi, Frank Franchi, Anthony Geddes, Anna Magliato, Mildred Mancusi, Anthony Rotoli, 
Jr., Andrew Reilly, Marianne Bortone Prince, Carmine Rosato, Joan Rondinelli, Joe Ilardi, Joanne Spera, Eleanor Jobbagy, Mary Ann DeCostanzo, Tony Izzo, Laura Taglienti, Neil Brennan. 

NEW YORK OSDIA STATE GOLF OUTING

FORE!!!

clipartkid.com

 
Thank you to Kathy 

Sanfilippo (Galileo Galilei 
Lodge #2253) for the  

honoree photos including 
cover page.

 https://clipart- 
library.com/clipart/BigEge46T.htm



The Golden Lion • September - October 2026 • 11

 Helen Keller Camp Day 
 

This annual event was held on 
Tuesday, July 21.  Due to rain it 

was held indoors at CW Post 
and presented by OSDIA’s  Gift 
of Sight (GOS).  The photos tell 

the story of the great time 
enjoyed by all.

Many thanks to Matthew Salaverry, photographer for Helen Keller Services and nyvideogroup.com, for taking the pictures seen here.

NEW YORK OSDIA STATE GOLF OUTING



2026 DISTRICT SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
DISTRICT I CHAIRPERSON ~ JOANNE SPERA 

 
Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro Lodge #2319 Scholarship in the Name 
of Marietta and Philip Lagana and the Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro 
Lodge #2319 Scholarship in Memory of Nardina Trotta – 
Angelina Clemente, Binghamton University 
 
Andrea Doria Lodge #2201 Scholarship and the Andrea Doria 
Lodge #2201 Anthony Graziano Memorial Scholarship and 
the Anthony Casamento Lodge #2612 Scholarship in 
Memory of Nancy Ravasio Proctor – Logan Urtnowski, 
Penn State University 
 
Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge #2234 Scholarship in Honor of 
Mother Cabrini – Andriana Perez, SUNY Maritime University 
 
Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Scholarship in Memory of 
Sal Licata and the Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 
Scholarship in the name of Pasquale Curcio and the Sgt. 
Basilone Lodge #2442 Scholarship in Memory of our founder 
Anthony Prudente – Ava Failla, Drexel University  
 
John Bosco Lodge #2384 Scholarship in memory of Vincent 
J. Martorana, Esq. and the John Bosco Lodge #2384 
Scholarship in Honor of Marcia Ann Curcio and the John 
Bosco Lodge #2384 Scholarship in memory of Vincent 
Campanna – Olivia Luhrs, West Virginia University 
 
The Philip and Marietta Lagana Family Scholarship and the 
Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Scholarship in memory of 
John Farina – Alessandra Goldsmith, Sacred Heart 
University 
 
Tino LoMeo Memorial Scholarship and the District I 
Presidents” Scholarship and the Lion’s Pride Day Care 
Scholarship – Isabella Armato, Indiana University  
 
Arturo Toscanini Lodge #2107 Scholarship and the Arturo 
Toscanini Lodge #2107 Scholarship in Honor of Peter and 
Edith Zuzolo and the Natale (Nat) Mannino Memorial 
Scholarship – Mia Sorrentino, Fairfield University  
 
Paolo and Francesca Gionsiracusa Memorial Scholarship 
and the Lawrence Andrew Klein Memorial Scholarship and 
the Stanley and Ann Klein Scholarship – Rosario Cascio, 
Stony Brook University 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas Lodge #2569 Scholarship in Memory Of 
Frank Melia, Jr. and the Guy Lombardo Lodge #2417 
Scholarship – Keira Stumpf, Marist University 
 
Carlo & Anna Matteucci Memorial Scholarship and the 
Carlo & Madeline Matteucci Family Scholarship and the 
Ferdinand & Dorothy DiPoto Memorial Scholarship, 
Parents Of Former First Lady Madeline Matteucci – Alana 
Cornacchiulo Binghamton University 
 
Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Scholarship in Memory of 
Joseph and John Vigiano – Matteo Casale, Penn State 
University 
 
Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge #2234 Scholarship in Memory of 
State Senator Caesar Trunzo and Giuseppe A. Nigro Lodge 
#2234 Scholarship in Memory of all Deceased Members – 
Andrew Kerr, Indiana University 
 

DISTRICT II CHAIRPERSON ~ GRACE FERRARA, CO-CHAIR 
ANGELO FERRARA 

 
Edward J. Speno Lodge #2568 Scholarship in Memory of 
Joseph Grasso and the Carlo & Concetta Quatraro Memorial 
Scholarship – Brianna Zaikowski, St. John’s University 
 
America Lodge #2245 Scholarship and the America Lodge 
#2245 Scholarship in Memory of Joseph A. Montemarano 
and the Chris Seidel Memorial Award – Gabriella Ferro, 
Beralee College of Music 
 
Michael & Elizabeth Carrera Scholarship in Memory of Lisa 
Carrera and the District II Presidents’ Scholarship in Memory 
of Lisa Carrera and the Agnes and John Funk Scholarship in 
Memory of Sam DiTrapani – Emilio Egher, Rochester 
Institute of Technology 
 
Cellini Lodge #2206 Scholarship – Matteo Sanders, 
Lafayette College (No Photo) 
 
Donatello Lodge #2559 Scholarship in Memory of Charles J. 
Fuschillo and all deceased members and the Nicholas G. 
Viglietta Scholarship and the Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge 
#2180 Scholarship – Michael Marmorale, Purdue University 
 
Marco Polo Lodge #2214 Scholarship and the John Michael 
Marino Lodge #1389 Scholarship in Memory of Deceased 

Members and the John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 
Scholarship in Memory of Judge Vincent R. Balletta, Jr. – 
Olivia Amato, Monmouth University (No Photo) 
 
Elizabeth Prestigiacomo Memorial Scholarship Award donat-
ed by Frank Prestigiacomo, Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 & 
Edward J. Speno #2568/Connie Conte Scholarship – Lukas 
Papadopulos, University of Georgia 
 
Maffettone Family Scholarship in Honor of Domenic & 
Virginia Maffettone – Michaela Catalano, St. Vincent’s 
College 
 
Angelo & Kathryn Grande Scholarship in Memory of Rose & 
Frank Della Ratta and the Angelo & Kathryn Grande 
Scholarship in Memory of Angelina & Ignatius Grande – 
Michael Renga, American University 
 
Kathryn and Angelo Grande Scholarship in Memory of John 
Baptist Della Ratta and the John P. Della Ratta Scholarship in 
Memory of His wife Hope Della Ratta – Isabella Marzo, 
Boston College 
 
The Lankewish Family Scholarship in Memory of Bruce 
Lankewish and Annette Lankewish and the Enrico Fermi 
Lodge #2150 Scholarship in Memory of Pietro Scalamandre 
and the Eda Opulente-Meglio Scholarship – Cristina 
Guastella, Long Island University 
 
The Marianna Crescimanno Memorial Scholarship and the  
Carmine Cocchiola Memorial Scholarship – Benjamin 
Napolitano, Hofstra University 
 
Martone Family Scholarship in Memory of Lorenzo Martone 
and the Michael Valente Lodge #2667 Ed Buscemi Memorial 
Scholarship – Joseph Albano, Hofstra University 
 
Capt. Kathy Mazza Delosh Lodge #2163A (Aida Lodge)  
Scholarship in Memory of Capt. Kathy Mazza Delosh – 
Giuliana Ferrari, Boston College 
 

DISTRICT III CHAIRPERSON ~ ROSEMARIE BAFFO STATHES,  
CO-CHAIR - ELEANOR JOBBAGY 

 
Ponte Family Scholarship and the Josephine Gambino 
Scholarship and the Jimmy Durante Lodge #2514 
Scholarship – Giada Nacca, Montana State University 
 

Daughters & Sons of Italian Heritage Lodge #2428 
Scholarship In Memory of Nicola Fiscina and District III 
Scholarship – Liam Natale, SUNY Cortland 
 
Verrazano Lodge #212 Scholarship and the Anthony Brusco 
Family Scholarship – Luca Konrad, Colgate University 
 
Mario Lanza Lodge #2491 Scholarship in Memory of 
Deceased Members – Benjamin Delia, Rensselaer 
Polytechnic University  
 
Per Sempre Lodge #2344 Scholarship in Memory of Vito 
Summo and the Per Sempre Lodge #2344 Scholarship in 
Memory of Jake DeLuca and the Salvatore DiTrapani 
Memorial Scholarship – Madeline DiTrapani, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison 
 
Per Sempre Ladies Lodge #2344A Scholarship and the 
DiFiore Quinn Family Scholarship and the Rondinelli Family 
Scholarship in Memory of Marie Maiorana – Anthony 
Maione, Franciscan University at Steubenville 
 
Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge #2741 and the San Gennaro 
Society Scholarship and the Mancusi Family Scholarship in 
Memory of Leonard Mancusi – Antonino Cannata, LeMoyne 
College 
 
Frank and Maryann Barone Scholarship in Memory of 
Antonio and Anna Barone and the Paul Agnello Scholarship 
in Memory of Fina Agnello and the Mario Lanza Lodge #2491 
Scholarship – Julia Seewald, Xavier University 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Fratta and Family Scholarship in mem-
ory of Anthony Louis Fratta and the Giuseppe Mazzini Lodge 
#137 Scholarship – Gianna LaScala, University of South 
Carolina 
 
Father Vincent R. Capodanno Lodge #212 Scholarship in 
Memory of John Dabbene and the John Dabbene Memorial 
Scholarship and the Past State Venerable Joseph E. Fay 
Memorial Scholarship – Matthew Frisari, St. John’s 
University 
 
Sylvia J. Summa Memorial Scholarship – Brendan 
Belpanno, Florida Institute of Technology  
 
Caracciolo Family Scholarship in Memory of Bruno V. 
Caracciolo – Alessandra Pinto, Syracuse University  
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2026 STATE SCHOLARSHIPS

DISTRICT IV CHAIRPERSON ~ MARGARET A. FORTE,  
CO-CHAIR, LINA FERRITO 

 
District IV Scholarship and the Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 
Scholarship in Memory of B. Albert Roselli and the Antonio 
Meucci Lodge #213 Scholarship in Memory of Deceased 
Members – Cristina Castrovinci, Siena University 
 
LeAmiche Lodge #2550 Scholarship and the Christopher 
Agostino & Deceased Members of the Anthony Maggiacomo 
Lodge #2320 Memorial Scholarship – Jessica Reo, LeMoyne 
College 
 
Joe DiMaggio Lodge #2248 Scholarship in Memory of Colette 
Cannizzaro and the Christopher Columbus Lodge #692 
Scholarship In Memory of Deceased Members – Jonathan 
DiFonzo, The College Of the Holy Cross 
 
Eric & Michele Ment Family Scholarship in Honor of our 
Parents and the Joe DiMaggio Lodge $2248 Scholarship in 
Memory of Michael Messineo –Eliana Chiariello, Cornell 
University 
 
Franca and Antonio Capicotto Family Scholarship – Leana 
Doohan, Quinnipiac University 
 

DISTRICT V CHAIRPERSON ~ MARIA D'AQUINO 
 
Filippo Mazzei Lodge #2207 and Marino Family Scholarship 
In Memory of Nicholas Serra and Barbara Adinolfi and the 
Filippo Mazzei Lodge #2207 Family Scholarship in Memory of 
Martha and Donato Marcario – Anthony Picone, Brown 
University 
 
Filippo Mazzei Lodge #2207 Olori Family Scholarship in 
Memory of Catherine and Louis Olori, Jr. and the Filippo 
Mazzei Lodge #2207 Family Scholarship in Memory of 
Elizabeth Iannone – Michael Catania, Jr., Pace University 
 
Romanesque Lodge #2198 Scholarship and the Frances 
Colello Memorial Scholarship, Founder of the Romanesque 
Lodge #2198 – GiovannaNicole Lacerra, Northeastern 
University 
 
Beatrice Waked Memorial Scholarship and the Dominick and 
Concetta Cardone Memorial Scholarship – Alexandria 
Verret, Providence College 
 
District V Presidents’ Millennium Scholarship – JohnCarlo 
Mandara, Northeastern University (No Photo) 
 
Vincent Linguanti Lodge #2212 Scholarship in Memory Of 
Deceased Members and the Rockland Lodge #2176  
Mowerson Family Scholarship In Memory of William A. 
Mowerson – Lydia Savino, Rockland County Community 
College 
 
Etruscan Lodge #2238 Scholarship – Allyson Cullingford, 
Stonehill College 
 

DISTRICT VI CHAIRPERSON ~ LISA SERAFINI 
 

Gabriele D’Annunzio #321 Dominick Ferro Memorial 
Scholarship and the Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321 In 
Memory of Arthur Pardi Scholarship and the Gabriele 
D’Annunzio Lodge #321 Joseph and Chris Parillo Scholarship 
– Grace Bancheri, SUNY Oneonta 
 
Roma Intangible Lodge #215 Scholarship in Memory of F. 
Joseph Leone and the Jim Frigolette Memorial Scholarship 
and the Biagio and Josephine Isgro Memorial Scholarship – 
Addison Rizzi, American University 
 

DISTRICT VII CHAIRPERSON ~ JOSEPHINE FEDERICO,  
CO-CHAIR, CARMINE FEDERICO 

 
District VII Scholarship and the District VII Presidents’ 
Scholarship and the Utica Lodge #2054 Scholarship – Natalie 
Chesna, University of Notre Dame 
 
Daughters of Columbus Lodge #1666 Scholarship – Thomas 
Evans, Penn State University 
 
Genevieve Federico Memorial Scholarship and District VII 
Joseph Sciame Scholarship – Katherine Reed, University of 
Notre Dame 
 
Joseph and Johanna Conte and the Duca Degli Abruzzi 
Lodge #443 Scholarship – Porter Mann, SUNY Fredonia  
 
Dante Aligheri Lodge #436 Scholarship – Hannah 
Ostrander, Binghamton University 

 
DISTRICT VIII CHAIRPERSON ~ MARJORIE FOCARAZZO 

 
Richard DiMarco, Sr. Memorial Scholarship Donated by John 
DiMarco and the Giambra Family Scholarship and the Paul 

Ann Marie Montemarano Memorial Graduate Scholarship 
and the Giuseppe Cangemi Memorial Graduate Scholarship 
– Jenna Guerreri, Quinnipiac University 
 
Edward Innella Family Graduate Scholarship in Education 
and the Peter R. Zuzolo, Jr. Memorial Graduate Scholarship 
for Science, Engineering of Technology – Isabella Pesce, 
Adelphi University 
 
CSJ Graduate Award in Memory of Lou Gallo – Christopher 
Steck, St. Joseph’s University 
 
Barbara Lupo Memorial Scholarship – Marco Buglione, 
Fordham Graduate School 

GREY WILKINS 
Bentley University 

 
Michele Cangiano Ment                  
Memorial Scholarship

ROCCO CAMBARERI 
Binghamton University 

 
The DiTrapani Family Scholarship in 

Memory of Simon R. DiTrapani 

ALEXANDER GOLUB 
 

Boston College 
 

Giuseppe A. Nigro Memorial 
Scholarship

GABRIELLA MACCARONE 
University of Buffalo 

 
The Fr. Donald B. Licata  

Memorial Award

JOSEPH FERRARA 
St. John’s University 

 
Agnes Funk Memorial Scholarship

EVA DINUNZIO-WELCH 
Lehigh University 

 
Adeline and Nicholas P. Di Napoli 

Scholarship 

DREW ARGILA 
Binghamton University 

Rev. Julius Valentinelli, C.C.S. Religious 
Vocation Scholarship and the New York Grand 
Lodge Foundation, Inc. Scholarship in Memory 

of the Italian-American Heroes of 9/11

ANTHONY VILLANO 
University of Virginia 

John Assenzio Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship for Undergraduate 

Education and the  
Cooley’s Anemia Scholarship  

BRIANNA DEVITO 
Binghamton University 

Nicholas J. Lomuscio Memorial 
Scholarship and the Fiorito/Fay 

Italian Studies Scholarship  

JULIA POWERS 
University of Virginia 

New York Grand Lodge Foundation, Inc. 
Scholarship in Memory of State Past 
President  Michele Cangiano Ment

“Only 
those 

who will risk 
going too far 
can possibly 

find out how far 
one can go.”  

 
— T.S. Eliot

 
 

Scholarship 
Chairperson: 
Joanne Spera 

and Cheryl Speranza Foundation Scholarship – Annabella 
Muratore, Clemson University 
 
Geneva Lodge #2397 Scholarship in Memory of Deceased 
Members and Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #154 Scholarship 
and the Jane Lippa Memorial Scholarship – Isabella Mesiti, 
University of Buffalo 
 
 
NYS Grand Lodge Foundation, Inc. Vocational/Trade 
School Scholarship – Benjamin Ondrusek, SUNY Delhi 

 
NEW YORK STATE GRANTS 

CHAIRPERSON - KATHRYN GRANDE 
 
Columbus Lodge #2143 Grant and Romanesque Lodge 
#2198 Grant – Robert Lerro, SUNY Oneonta 
 
Ascatigno, Guarino, Marino Rockland County Educational 
Grant and the Michael & Betty Santoro Grant in Memory of 
Angelina Santoro and the Matthew DiFiore Grant – Jude 
Zack, Hartwick College 
 
The Gift of Sight Grant – Sienna DeCicco,  
University of Massachusetts - Amherst 
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GRADUATE AWARDS CHAIRPERSON 
ANGELO GRANDE 

Buona Fortuna



Italy contributed more 
than soldiers to the 
American Revolution. 
Before the conflict began, 
American patriots drew 

inspiration from Pasquale Paoli and the Corsicans’ 
fight for independence, seeing their struggle as a 
model of resistance to outside rule.  

Most are familiar with the name of Italian American 
Patriot William Paca (pronounced Pay-ka) and the 
fact that he was one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence and the first 
Governor of Maryland. I asked myself if there were 
other not well-known Americans of Italian decent 
who signed this “Founding Document” and it did 
not take me long to find out there indeed was.  

Italian American Patriot Caesar Rodney (1728–
1784) was a Founding Father, Delaware politician, 
militia officer, Continental Congress delegate, 
signer of the Continental Association and 
Declaration of Independence, and president of 
Delaware during the American Revolution. 

When the debate over independence began, 
Rodney was not present; he was in Dover, dealing 
with his duties as Brigadier General in Delaware’s 
militia.  George Read and Thomas McKean were 
representing their state of Delaware and the two 
men were deadlocked on the vote for indepen-
dence. McKean sent word to Rodney that his vote 
on independence was urgently needed, and, late 
in the evening of July 1st, Rodney set out for 
Philadelphia. He gave this account of his midnight 
ride to his brother Thomas: “ I arrived in Congress 
(detained by thunder and rain) time enough to give 
my voice in the matter of independence. We have 
now got through the whole of the declaration and 
ordered it to be printed so that you will soon have 
the pleasure of seeing it.” 

Caesar Rodney was born on October 7th ,1728, at 
Byfield, his family’s plantation in Kent County, 
Delaware. He was the eldest son of Caesar and 
Elizabeth Crawford Rodney and grandson of 
William Rodney, who came to the colonies with 
William Penn and later served as speaker of the 
Delaware Counties’ Colonial Assembly. Caesar’s 
mother was the daughter of the Rev. Thomas 
Crawford of Christ Church, Dover. Genealogies 
also linked the Rodney family to the Adelmare 
family of Treviso, Italy. 

Rodney attended the Latin School at the College 
of Philadelphia until his father’s death in 1746. He 
was the only Rodney child to receive much formal 
education, and Nicholas Ridgely became his 
guardian. 

Rodney entered public life through 
Kent County politics, serving as 
sheriff in 1755 and later holding 
several local judicial and adminis-
trative offices. He also became a 
Delaware militia captain, served as 
an associate justice of the 
Supreme Court of the Lower 

Counties, and aligned with the independence-
minded Country Party alongside Thomas 
McKean. He emerged as a leading Delaware rev-
olutionary, serving in the Stamp Act Congress, the 
Committee of Correspondence, the Assembly of 
Delaware, and the Continental Congress.  

During the war, Rodney helped lead Delaware’s 
government and militia, managing Loyalist resis-
tance, raising money and supplies, and supporting 
Continental troops. He was elected President of 
Delaware in 1778 and remained an important 
wartime leader until declining health forced his 
resignation in 1781. 

Although elected to Congress under the Articles of 
Confederation and later to Delaware’s Legislative 
Council, Rodney’s worsening health limited his 
ability to serve in his final years.  Rodney suffered 
from asthma and facial cancer, which led to years 
of painful treatments and ultimately caused his 
death in 1784. He is generally believed to be 
buried in an unmarked grave at his family’s former 
farm, Byfield. 

Rodney’s legacy is reflected in Delaware institu-
tions such as the Caesar Rodney School District 
and in public memorials, including an equestrian 
statue first unveiled in Wilmington in 1923 and 
later relocated to Washington, D.C. 

The photo of Caesar Rodney is that of a sculpture 
by Bryant Baker. It is exhibited in the National 
Statuary Hall Collection.  

Light in the Window 
I dreamt I shook hands with Columbus 
in a reflection on the sea. 
 
He told me he believed in God  
who inspired his transatlantic expedition, driven by the divine 
will to discover the link between known and unknown worlds. 
 
From squinting eyes of bright daylight into the wind-dark deep, 
we sailed together on a ship buffeted by the wind, 
never hiding behind safe barriers. 
 
He spoke of Italians who fight to preserve 
his legacy from circles of naysayers.  
He spoke of Whitman who celebrated  
his travels in the poem, “The Prayer of Columbus.” 
 
Suddenly, in the moment I was still streaming the dream  
over waves of influential recognition, his voice began to soften. 
Then, in a whisper of words I barely heard, 
“Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my soul,”  
 
and I awoke with the warmth of his palm in mine. 
 

 

Luce nella finestra 
Ho sognato di stringere la mano a Colombo 
in un riflesso sul mare. 
 
Mi disse che credeva in Dio  
che ispirò la sua spedizione transatlantica, spinta dalla divina 
volontà di scoprire il legame tra mondi noti e sconosciuti. 
 
Dagli occhi socchiusi dalla luce intensa del giorno alle nere 
profondità battute dai venti,  
navigavamo insieme su una nave dondolata dal vento,  
senza mai nasconderci dietro sicure barriere. 
 
Mi parlò degli italiani che lottano per preservare  
la sua eredità da gruppi di detrattori.  
Mi parlò di Whitman che celebrò 
i suoi viaggi nella poesia "La preghiera di Colombo." 
 
Improvvisamente, nel momento in cui stavo ancora trasferendo il 
sogno  
su onde di influente identificazione, la sua voce cominciò ad 
addolcirsi.  
Poi, in un sussurro di parole che udivo appena,  
"Nelle tue mani, o Signore, affido la mia anima,"  
 
e mi risvegliai con il calore del suo palmo nel mio. 
 

 
Translated by Tiziano Thomas Dossena 

Author, Editor, Journalist 
Winner of the OSDIA Literary Award (2019) 

 
Robert & Tiziano are members of the NYSOSDIA Celebrated Authors 

Marianne is Co-Chair and Secretary of the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum, Co-Chair of the State Newsletter Competition, District 
Deputy to the Uguaglianza/NE Bronx Lodge #83, and Past President of the John Michael Marino Lodge #1389, Pt. Washington

Poetry Poesia

Robert Savino is the 
Past President of the, 
Constantino Brumidi 

Lodge #2211 
and Suffolk County Poet 

Laureate 2015-2017  
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Caesar Rodney 
Signer of the Continental 

Association and Declaration of 
Independence 

 
By Marianne Bortone Prince  

Quote by Dante Alighieri: 
If you give people light, they will find their own way. 

Celebrating Our 250th Year of the Birth of America 
God Bless the USA!
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UPCOMING STATE/NATIONAL & LOCAL LODGE EVENTS
2026 

 
STATE & NATIONAL 

EVENTS 
 
Oct. 23 - NYOSDIA Fall Plenary Session host-
ed by Geneva Lodge #2397 & Vincent 
Lombardi Lodge #2270 at the Geneva Lodge 
Building in Geneva. Additional information to 
follow. Contact: Eileen Stavis or Carol 
DiTrapani @ 516-785-4623 
. 
Nov. 7 - NYOSDIA 38th Annual Garibaldi 
Meucci Museum Annual Fundraiser 
Luncheon honoring Joseph Sciame SIF 
President & CEO/Chairman of the Board of 
the GMM. Luncheon to be held at LiGreci’s 
Staaten, 697 Forest Avenue, Staten Island, 12-
4pm, $125pp. Contact: Frances Cicero at fac-
fad24@verizon.net.    

2027  
Jan. 29 - NYOSDIA 31st Annual Winter 
Charity Ball at Russo’s on the Bay, Howard 
Beach, 7pm. Additional information to follow. 
Contact: Joanne Spera @ 631-495-4251 or 
Mary Ann DeCostanzo @ 631-730-2846. 
   
Mar. 6 - NYOSDIA 44th Annual CSJ 
Luncheon at Russo’s on the Bay, Howard 
Beach, 12-4:00pm. Additional information to 
follow. Contact: Eleanor Jobbagy @ 516-551-
3125. 
 

LOCAL LODGE EVENTS 
 

2026 
 
Oct. 1 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211  
Afternoon Tea Party at Brumidi Lodge Hall, Deer 
Park, 1pm, $25pp. Contact: Barbara Napoli @ 631-
786-9306. 
 
Oct. 4 - Daughters & Sons of Italian Heritage Lodge 
#2428 Italian Heritage Dinner honoring Past  
Presidents Dominick Sciangula, Anne Marie Mace, 
Teri Mascioli, State Past President Anthony 
Naccarato, Past District Deputy Alfonso Squillante, 
Frank Russo & Chief Joseph Gulotta, Russo’s on the 
Bay, Howard Beach, 12:30pm, $125pp. Contact: Teri 
Mascioli @ 347-495-9298. 
 
Oct. 4 - Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 - Craft Vendor 
Fair at the American Legion Post 1645, Binghamton, 
10-4pm, $30 table. Contact: Nancy Muggeo @ 607-
321-4903. 
 
Oct. 5 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Ernest Pascucci 
Memorial Golf Outing at Glen Cove Municipal Golf 

Course. Contact: Rocco Totino @ 516-382-0770 or 
Mark Galluccio @ 516-644-7085. 
 
Oct. 6 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232 Italian 
Heritage Appreciation Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, 
Islip, $50pp. Contact: Vicky Canestro @ 631-472-
2868. 
 
Oct. 6 - John D. Calandra Lodge #2600  Charity Golf 
Outing at Sprain Lake Golf Course, Yonkers, Golf 
(11am) & Dinner (6:30pm) $250pp. 
Dinner/Westchester Manor, Hastings on Hudson. 
Dinner only $110pp. Contact: 914-424-7733. 
 
Oct. 9 & 10 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 - 
Italian Festival at Brumidi Lodge, 5-9pm/Oct. 9 & 1-
9pm/Oct. 10. Contact: Daniel Calise @ 631-682-
3568. 
 
Oct. 10 - LI District I & II Suffolk-Nassau Columbus 
Day Parade to be held in Deer Park, Route 231 in 
Deer Park. LI. Contact: Keith Wilson @ 516-633-
1435. 
 
Oct. 11 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213  Columbus Day 
Wreath Laying Ceremony at Tibbets Park, White 
Plains, 10:30am, Breakfast at the Lodge Hall. 
Contact: Camille Tarone @ 914-761-9075. 
 
Oct. 11 - Perry Como Lodge #2846 - Celebrate Italian 
Heritage at St. Philip Neri Parish Center, Northport, 
1-5pm, $55pp. Contact: Lisa @ 631- 
487-4385. 
 
Oct. 14 - Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180 
Movie/Dinner “Letters to Juliet”, E. Rockaway 
Library, 477 Atlantic Ave., E. Rockaway, $15pp. 
Contact: Ralph Ciardulli @ 516-581-8317.  
 
Oct. 15 - Anthony Maggiacomo Lodge #2320 - 
October Lobster Feast at Westchester Manor, 
Hastings-on-Hudson, 6:30-10:30pm, $180 per cou-
ple. Contact: Steve Troccoli @ 914-968-1234. 
 
Oct. 16 - Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253  Supermarket 
Bingo at Hicksville Community Center, Hicksville, 
$15pp. Contact: Gina Lore @ 516-398-1093. 
 
Oct. 16 - Uguaglianza NE Bronx Lodge #83  
Testimonial D/D honoring State 2nd VP Ernest 
Magliato & Anna Magliato at The Pine Restaurant, 
1913 Bronxdale Ave., Bronx. 6-10pm, $125pp. 
Contact: Liz Lucadamo @ 914-330-1472. 
 
Oct. 17 - Progresso Lodge #1047 - Columbus 
Day/Heritage D/D at Bella Domani, N. Syracuse, 5-
10pm, $60pp. Contact: Carmine Federico @ 315-
457-5010. 
 
Oct. 17 - Duca Degli Abruzzi Lodge #443  Taste of 
Italy Dinner at the Lodge Hall, Endicott, honoring 
Scholarship Winners and Man of the Year, 5pm, 

$75pp. Contact: Matt Coletta @ 607-341-2651 or 
Roman Passante @ 607-221-6176. 
 
Oct. 18 - America Lodge #2245 - 55th Anniversary 
Gala honoring Past Deputy Anthony Vasaturo, Marie 
Geneva Frank, Cindy Lampasi, Lisa Teitz, at 
Leonard’s Palazzo, Great Neck, 12pm, $125pp. 
Contact: Karen Mollish @ 516-852-2823 or Andrew 
Monteleone @ 516-784-9142. 
 
Oct. 18 - Columbia County Lodge #659 - Carl Florio 
Positive Image Awards at the Lodge Hall, Hudson, 
1pm. Contact: Phil Abitabile @ 518-965-6439. 
 
Oct. 24 - Cellini Lodge #2206 - Sock Hop/Halloween 
Party at Clinton G. Martin Park, New Hyde Park, 
$55pp. Contact: Anthony Calabro @ 516-640-8057. 
 
Oct. 25 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213  Children’s 
Boo Bash with Italian Theme at Meucci Lodge Hall, 
White Plains, Children 3-12/$10, under 3 free. 
Contact: Chris Famularo @ 347-203-5991. 
 
Oct. 30 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Murder 
Mystery Night at Meucci Lodge Hall, 7pm. Contact: 
Tina Salerno @ 914-774-5540. 
 
Nov. 1 - Giovanni Caboto Lodge #2372 - 50th 
Anniversary D/D honoring OSDIA NP Thom Lupo, 
State President Arthur Spera, Caboto IPP Janet 
Galvin & Founding Sister Florence Gatto, Fox 
Hollow, Woodbury, 12-4pm, $125pp. Contact: 
Rosemarie DiChiara @ 516-458-0097. 
 
Nov. 1 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Memorial 
Mass at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, 10am. 
Contact: Camille Tarone @ 914-761-9075. 
 
Nov. 5 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232  Salute to 
Veterans Social Night at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, 
$35pp. Contact: Vicky Canestro @ 631-472-2868. 
 
Nov. 6 - Vigiano Brothers Lodge #3436 - Night at the 
Races, VFW Hall - Post 6249, 109 King Road, Rocky 
Point, 6:30pm. Dinner served before races begin, 
7:45pm races start, $40pp. Contact: Julie DeCollibus 
@ 631-521-0304. 
 
Nov. 8 - Constantino Brumidi Lodge #2211 Dominick 
Paradise “Evening of Music” at Brumidi Lodge Hall, 
Deer Park, 4pm, $25pp. Contact: Daniel Calise @ 
631-682-3568. 
 
Nov. 13 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 - Pocket Book 
Bingo at Meucci Lodge Hall, White Plains. 6pm, 
$50pp. Contact: Cathy Grisanti @ 914-523-6158. 
 
Nov. 13 - Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 - Nite at the 
Races at Hicksville Community Center, Hicksville. 
Contact: Anthony D’Angelis @ 516-710-9497. 
 
Dec. 3 - Guglielmo Marconi Lodge #2232  Christmas 
Party at Marconi Lodge Hall, Islip, $50pp. Contact: 

Vicky Canestro @ 631-472-2868. 
 
Dec. 6 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Children’s 
Christmas Party at the Lodge Hall, 69 Glen St., Glen 
Cove. Contact: Luigi Saviano @ 516-526-1294.  
Dec. 6 - AP Giannini Lodge #2859 - Christmas Party 
honoring Nat’l CSJ Pres. John Fratta & State 1st VP 
Luigi Squillante at Gargiulos, Coney Island, 3pm. 
Contact: Josephine Piazza 719-219-1419. 
 
Dec. 9 - Antonio Meucci Lodge #213  Children’s 
Christmas Party at Meucci Lodge Hall, White Plains, 
12pm. Contact: Camille Tarone @ 914-761-9075. 
 
 
Dec. 12 - Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - Christmas Party 
at the Lodge Hall, Glen Cove, 6:30pm, $65pp. 
Contact: Luigi Saviano @ 516-526-1294. 
 
Dec. 12 - Gabriele D’Annunzio Lodge #321  Seven-
Fish Dinner at the Lodge Hall, Schenectady, 5pm, 
$75pp. Contact: Mike Masucci @ 518-441-4998. 
 
Dec. 13 - Progresso Lodge #1047 - Christmas Party at 
Bella Domani, N. Syracuse, 1-5pm, $50pp. Contact: 
Carmine Federico @ 315-457-5010. 
 

2027 
 

Jan. 3 - Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 - La Bafana at 
Binghamton Lodge Hall, 62 Carroll St., Binghamton, 
$15pp. Contact: Charlene Jones @ 607-770-9187. 
 
Nov. 13 - John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - 
Testimonial Dinner Dance honoring Anthony 
Cavallaro.  Additional info to follow. 

 
Garibaldi-Meucci Museum   

 Special Upcoming Events 
vAdmission is $5 for GMM Members, $10 for non-
members Contact Stephanie Lundegard  @ 718-442-
1608 or Visit our website at garibaldimeuccimuse-
um.com 

 
vOct. 3 - Saturday 2pm - Pamela Martorano Book 
Presentation on two of her books, “Turning Pain Into 
Power” and “The Memory Box: Songs, Spaces and 
Keepsakes That Tell Our Stories”. 
 
vOct. 24 - Saturday 2pm - Dr. Snjezana Smodlaka 
and Anita Sanseverino present a lecture about Italian 
Baroque Painter Michelangelo Merisi da Caraviggio. 
 
 

GMM Upcoming Exhibits  
Nov. 7 - Saturday 4:30pm “A Nation at the Table: 
250 Years of Food in America”. (Follows 38th Annual 
Fundraiser Luncheon) 
 
Nov. 8 - Feb. 28 - “Michelangelo: Genius in Marble 
& Fresco” exhibit on display. 

 
  As of 9/21/26 

 
 

Loggia Glen Cove #1016 participated in the Glen Cove Memorial Day Parade. Members (L-R): Fabio 
Mattiasich, Dilcia Mattiasich, Ann Marie Ferrante, Gaitley Stevenson-Mathews, John Christ (Loggia King), 
Angelo Stanco, Marisa Gambino, Dr. Charles Gambino, Josephine DiSibio, Tony Ceriello, Janis Ceriello, Rocco 
DiSibio, Gennaro Larice, Nives Mattiasich, Mark Galluccio, James McAleer, Ivonne Ciano, Peter O’Connor, 
Ginger Hartney, Al DeBlasio, Anthony Celifarco, President Ralph Ciano, Santina Gilio, Christina Abbondandolo, 
Michael Stanco, Dr. Peter Munda.

Columbus Lodge #2143 - On 8/25 the lodge attended the Long Island Ducks Game. It was a beautiful day and 
we all had a great time. Thank you President Frank Gatto and Matteo Ferro. Also in attendance Deputy to the 
lodge Al DeBlasio and his family. 



Mike Cutillo is a proud past President of Geneva Lodge 2397 and a member of the Celebrated Authors of 
NYSOSDIA. Contact him at cutillo1@rochester.rr.com. 

Labor Day is bearing down on us as I write this Golden 
Lion column, and so I wonder if you all remember your first 
job? I sure do mine. 
 
It had to do with newspapers — only it was delivering them, 
not writing for them as I have in a 44-year career. I was in 
ninth grade, and my buddy and I delivered the Syracuse 
newspapers in our Baldwinsville neighborhood. 
 
Most memorable to me — besides going door to door “col-
lecting” weekly payments from customers, remember that? 

— was one particularly rainy Sunday morning. We were worried that lugging the 
papers under our arms in our usual fashion would turn them into water-logged slop, 
so we rigged up a contraption of which we were quite proud. My buddy’s father had a 
seed spreader, and we plopped 50 or so papers into that baby, covered it with a tarp 
and went porch to porch with it, peeling one bone-dry paper after another off the top. 
 
Until, that is, we got to the bottom …  
 
The seed spreader had a rotary blade in its belly and with the weight of all those 
Sunday newspapers pushing down, the bottom half dozen or so papers had been 
sliced and diced and chewed up without us knowing until we got to them. We were 
horrified, of course, because we now were short the number of papers we needed. We 
ended up going to the nearest drug store and buying enough papers to cover the num-
ber that had been mangled. Needless to say, profit margins on those papers were 
about as thin as angel hair pasta for us, and we ended up losing money that week 
because of the papers we had to replace. 
 
I wondered if Thomas Edison or Nikola Tesla or other great tinkerers suffered similar 
trials and tribulations as they worked through their great contraptions. 
 
However, the all-time best job-related story in our family is about my Dad.   
 
When he first came to the United States in 1958 after marrying mom, he had no job, 
no career path, didn’t really know any trades and couldn’t speak the language. Not a 
great recipe for success, right? He tried an untold number of jobs on for size before 
finally landing on what would become his career — a welder and steel worker in a 
machine shop. 
 
But one of the odd jobs he tried before that was in my uncle’s beauty parlor. He actu-
ally managed to get a license to cut hair — no easy feat since he was unable as of yet 
to understand English — but when he started actually clipping, he said the job drove 
him crazy. Or rather, the customers drove him crazy. 
 
He recalled times when he would do what he considered to be a wonderful job on a 
woman’s hair, styling it just right, making it look lovely … and the customer would hate 
it, immediately taking a brush to it and pulling out curls, changing the part, whatever. 
At other times, he would make a cut that even frightened him because he knew it was 
not what the customer wanted … and the woman would adore it, saying it was the best 
hairdo she’d ever had. 
 
Dad was confused. He quit, telling Uncle Louie that he just didn’t think hair dressing 
was for him. However, when he told that story in later years he would say, “I was sad 
to leave, though, because the ladies loved me.” 
 
And I would say, “How do you know they loved you Dad?” 
 
And he would say, with a proud smile, “Because they called me The Butcher.” 
 
Now, in Dad’s native Italy, being a butcher is indeed a noble trade. It’s even a respect-
ed livelihood here in America, but I had to gently break the news to pop that being 
called a “butcher” in a hair salon in the US is not … well … it’s most certainly not a 
compliment, let’s put it that way. 
 
He eventually understood what I was saying — and what his customers had been say-
ing all those years ago — and we always laughed about it. 
 
So, on this Labor Day weekend of 2026, we’ll have a toast to all the butchers out there 
who work with meat and/or hair. And to everyone else delivering newspapers in a seed 
spreader. 
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W h e n  i t ’ s  n o t  s o  g o o d  t o  b e   
c a l l e d  a  ‘ b u t c h e r ’  

by Mike Cutillo

The Celebrated Authors of NYSOSDIA 

Preserving the Echoes of the Past 
By John Rocca

I set out to capture the essence of my grandfather—a man whose quiet wisdom could have 
easily been lost to the passage of time. The Writing of my book, Finding Grandpa: Ritrovare il 
nonno, was an act of excavation, a journey to recover the stories, character, and spirit of a 
man I lost when I was just ten years old. What began as a personal effort to preserve my family 
history for my five sisters transformed into a deeper exploration of where I come from and who 
I am.  

Grandpa was a resilient and joyous Italian immigrant from Genova who established a self-
sustaining farm in Centerport, New York, after owning a restaurant in Little Italy. Although 
some neighborhood children viewed him as an intimidating, legendary figure, he was actually 
a man of deep serenity and immense generosity who cultivated strong bonds with friends and 
family throughout his life. He was a gentleman farmer that was not afraid of hard work and 
continued the practice of terrace farming that was instilled in him while growing up in Liguria.  

Writing about a loved one who passed away during one’s childhood is a complex task. You 
are not just writing from memory; you are writing from a mosaic of inherited stories, 
photographs, and the lingering echoes of a presence that shaped your earliest years. As I 
delved into the archives of my own family history, I realized that I was not just documenting a 
life; I was reclaiming a heritage. The process became a bridge between the past and the 
present, ensuring that the legacy of my grandfather would continue to inform and inspire future 
generations. 

During this journey, finding The Sons and Daughters of Italy proved to be a profound gift. This 
community has provided more than just a space for cultural exchange; it has been a vibrant 
home to celebrate our common traditions, shared values, and the remarkable resilience of 
those who came before us. Being part of this organization has reaffirmed my belief that our 
individual stories, while personal, are deeply intertwined with the broader narrative of the 
Italian-American experience. It reminded me that our stories do not exist in a vacuum—they 
are part of a larger, beautiful tapestry of struggle, triumph, and cultural endurance. 

I soon realized that every family holds a similar, precious history—a collection of triumphs and 
trials that deserve to be documented. My hope is that my personal journey inspires you to look 
closely at your own roots. There is something truly transformative about the act of preserving 
our collective heritage; when we write down the stories of our ancestors, we honor their 
sacrifices and keep their wisdom alive for those who follow. 

In the spirit of encouraging others to begin their own journey of discovery, I have compiled 
these memories in my book, Finding Grandpa: Ritrovare il nonno, which is now available on 
Amazon. I hope it serves as a helpful template and a source of inspiration for capturing the 
stories that matter most to you and your family. I found this journey to be deeply rewarding, 
and I truly hope you choose to follow this path of discovery on your own. I look forward to 
hearing the stories that you share. If those stories are published in the form of a book, a poem, 
or what have you, you should apply to be included in the “The Celebrated Authors of 
NYSOSDIA” whose mission is to promote a positive image of Italian Americans. Currently 
there are over 30 of our brothers and sisters who have entered those ranks.  So, take up your 
pen and start today—because your family’s story is a chapter in history that only you can write. 

October 
is  

Italian-American 
Heritage  

and Culture  
Month  



LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

Pasquale Scida is the Past President of Judge Frank A. Gulotta Lodge #2180. email pat_scida@hotmail.com 

Rockland Lodge #2176 would like to welcome three new members that were initiated in August.  The new 
members are:John Mulgrew, Steve Moreno and Frank Moricco.

Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - welcomed four new members at its September meeting. Pictured l-r are: Dr. 
Charles Gambino, Immediate Past President Marisa Cipriano Gambino; District II State Trustee William 
Sanfilippo; Michael Finamore; Gabriella and Connor Dunleavy, with their son Matteo; Salvatore Scotti Belli; 
President Raphael Ciano; 1st Vice President Rocco Totino; and District II Deputy John Simonetti.

I grew up in an Italian American enclave in Brooklyn bordering 
Bedford Stuyvesant, Clinton Hill and Williamsburg. My maternal 
grandfather settled there (1897-98) buying a house at the corner of 
Spencer Street and Park Ave. Papa and Moma married and in 
1918-19, bought a house three blocks away on Walworth Street 
between DeKalb and Willoughby. Long a neighborhood of working 
class European emigrees of Irish, German origins among others, it 
is no longer celebrated and rarely mentioned as having been 
predominantly Italian-American from about 1880-1960. To many 
former residents in touch through FB and Instagram it feels as 
though the centers of their lives for a time, the neighborhood and 
their parish churches, St Lucy’s and St Patrick’s, several blocks 
apart, have been closed down in ignominy.   
 
Alas the world changes and Brooklyn, has forever been a place where newly arrived 
ethnicities have come to stake out space to live, grow and thrive. History however survives 
when we write it down, urged on by fond memories to share, and feeling that our experience 
is not unlike those of others who have grown up in similar communities.  
 
Not only was the neighborhood “working class,” half its population worked within its borders.  
At one corner of our street, occupying at least a quarter of the block was the massive 6-story 
Griffin Shoe Polish Factory. At the opposite corner on Dekalb Avenue was the sprawling three-
story Cascade Commercial Laundry. Between these was the Miro Cardboard Fabrication 
Factory, a machine shop, a truck body fabrication shop and a US Auto-Radiator repair shop. 
Our street, traversed four city blocks crossing five avenues. Within these shoe manufacturers, 
several machine shops, a wooden handle manufacturer, a commercial butcher, processing 
hundreds of carcasses in and out daily, and chocolate and almond paste manufacturers. 
Between Flushing and Park there was an iron-foundry, with an endless stream of heavy trucks 
rumbling in and out day and night like its flaming smelter. Inside there was a railroad siding 
that delivered heaps of rusted metal and coal in open railroad cars. Not a hundred yards away 
on Flushing Avenue facing Walworth Streets opening, was Harry’s Chicken Market, where 
every Friday afternoon my father bought Sunday’s chickens for roasting and Mondays for 
soup. All this within walking distance of Grammer schools, PS 54, JHS 117 and the parish 
churches. Amid the morning and evening factory whistles if you didn’t smell baking rye bread 
from nearby Stummer’s commercial bakery, almonds roasting or chocolate cooking, you 
smelled welding fumes or boiling fat. Neighbors, relations and friends were employed in all 
these establishments. 
 
These familiar fragrances of neighborhood life gave way to the horse drawn carts of peddlers 
(recalling another fragrance) who frequented the streets. Mastrangelo the Fruit and Vegetable 
man who came every other day was a green grocer plus, on wheels. On Friday’s he had 
Bacala and a barrel of fresh whiting (merluzzo) or smelts. In summer he showed up on 
Saturdays with a cartload of big deep green colored watermelons. He let you cut a triangle 
wedge in one, to pull out and taste. You didn’t have to buy it, although my father always made 
the cut and always bought the melon. I remember them being $1 each. The other horse drawn 
carts were Hyme the rag and junk man and Federico the Lemon Ice Man. Only three flavors 
then, Lemon, Pineapple and Chocolate, all delicious in five and ten cents’ sizes.  
 
Another vender who came to the house in those days was the Ice man who served the many 
families living in “cold water flats” (my grandfather, aunts and uncles, were customers until the 
early 60s) storing their perishables in icebox’s needing frequent refills; cooking on coal-fired 
stoves with Kerosene fueled heaters and/or hot water tanks. Then there was the Bianco-lina 
(bleach) man, the soda and beer man, the milk man, the breadman, the Duggans and Drake’s 
cake men, and Bob the Bungalow Bar man. On foot came an old man every week or so 
reciting a slow plaintive cry over and over “glassss put innnnn, glasssss put innnnn.” He 
carried his tools in a knapsack along with several newspaper wrapped panes of glass. 
Another vender on foot carried a massive cardboard box was “The Jew,” no disrespect 
intended. His burden was filled with sample sheets and pillow cases, varieties of kitchen 
curtains, and even samples of drapes and fabric samples that could be made into any décor 
required.  My mother even had a “corsetier” who came to the house, Mrs. Manuklin custom 
made corsets for her and all of my aunts.  She was a very kind lady, with a pronounced 
Eastern European accent, who on the occasion of seeing me always asked how I was doing 
at school. “You musd do vell at school,“ she would say, “it’s the only vey ve verking people 
can get ahead.” 
 
Finally, there were the stores, Dilbert’s, known as the egg and butter store where you bought 
butter in chunks off a block, loose eggs and ground your own coffee. Five or six stores in 
walking distance from us sold cold cuts; prosciutto, mortadella, Sicilian and Genoa salami and 
capocollo, (made with meat from the pigs head, capo, and neck, collo,) and the dairy 
(laticcinni) products, used by Italians; ricotta, mozzarella, provolone, grating cheese etc. 
There were two butcher shops; and two pork stores. There was a macaroni store that made 
fresh macaroni daily and five or six bakeries, one German, one Jewish, two Italian-pastry 
shops and two just selling bread, one had Sicilian pizza on a rack with no attendant inside; 
you went in, put your dime on the counter and took your slice. One dark, cavernous, favorite 
of mine was full of barrels; vinegar peppers, many varieties of olives, snails, bacala, pickles 
and sauerkraut with hundred-pound provolone’s and whole prosciutto’s hanging from the 
ceiling… and so ends our nostalgic journey. As they say in Calabria, Augurri e’ tutte cosa 
buona per autunno. 

Italian American Neighborhood circa 1940-1960 
 A Nostalgic Lookback 

 - by Pasquale Scida
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John Michael Marino Lodge #1389 - welcomed new members in July and August, celebrating another 
meaningful milestone for the Lodge and marking—drumroll, please—12th and 13th consecutive months of new 
member initiation. Congratulations to these new members and our sincere gratitude to the sponsors who 
helped in their recruitment efforts to grow and sustain the lodge. July initiation (photo above), pictured from l-
r are: sponsor Melba Molson; new members Nancy Chiara Campagna and Matthew Pacicca; sponsor Danielle 
Riggio; Lodge President Anthony Cavallaro; new member Stacey Mellus; sponsor and Lodge First Vice 
President Nina Coccarelli Rivera; and Lodge Membership Chairperson Marianne Bortone Prince. Photo below 
is the ceremony in August. Pictured l-r  Anna Ferrera, Aldo Calabrese, Marirose Merola, Grand Deputy Marisa 
Gambino, sponsors Richard and Anna D’Egidio, Christine Caliguiri-Golden, William Golden, Lodge President 
Anthony Cavallaro, Linda Ferrera, sponsor Loreta Benaquista, Lodge Membership Chairperson Marianne 
Bortone Prince, Mary Parisi, MD, sponsor Elisa Delaney, Catherine Ardizzone, sponsor John B. Maura, Jr. 



Welcome (Benvenuti ) 
 To All New Members

LOCAL LODGE INITIATIONS

Distruct I 
2211 

Annette Albertelli 
Barbara Bernhardt 

Dave Bilello 
Lori Bilello 

Michael P. Buono 
Luisa Ferrante 
Ivana Fuentes 

Anthony Guffien 
 

2232 
JoAnn Britton 

Anna Cannizzaro 
Joseph Cannizzaro 
Michael R. Gargiulo 

 
2319  

Marisa Brody 
Frank Giampaolo 

 
2846 

Mary Louise Weldon-Davis 
Jaqueline Milana 

Janet Rinker 
 

3436 
Tina Galizia 

 
District II 

1016 
Briana Caiazzo 

Ciriaco Colantuono 
Maritza Colantuono 

Kenneth Minutoli 
Jessica Piccolo 

 
1389  

Catherine Ardizzone 
Aldo Calabrese 

Nancy Chiara Campagna 
Anna R. Ferrera 
Linda R. Ferrera 

Christine Caliguiri-Golden 
William Golden 
Stacey Mellus 

Marirose Merola 
Matthew Pacicca 

Mary T. Parisi, MD 

2143 
Joseph Bonariggo 

Philip Bruno 
Lou Carpino 
Joe Guarino 

Peter Munisteri 
Robert Parsons 
Anthony Russo  

Nicholas Venditto 
 

2206 
Alessandro Cappelli 

Dawn DeMaria 
Diane M. Mendola 

 
2214  

John Montoro 
Judy Montoro 

Celeste Santos 
Michael Santos 

 
2245 

Angela Atkinson 
Angela Barbanell 

Anthony Buonfiglio 
Michele Cinquemani 

Denise Creighton 
John Ferretti 

Marianne Lissauer 
Patricia Vetter 

 
2253  

Debra Aglio 
Ann Cregan 

Josephine Curry 
 

2372 
Michele Alongi 

Carmela DellaMonica 
Anthony Rios 

 
2442 

Corrine Rosemary Rivituso 
 

District III 
83 

Anthony M. Loscalzo 
 
 

285 
Toni Rossi 

 
2583 

Rose Battaglia 
Jackie Padilla 

 
District V 

2198 
Judith Cramer 

Catherine Donaire 
Nancy Finkel 

Caroline Musiaro 
 

District VI 
321 

Joe Citone 
Frances Haight 

Gary T. Law 
Priscilla R. Ottati 

 
District VII 

1730 
Regina Ferro 

Hannah Ostrander 
 

1916 
Jaclyn Bombard 
Laurie A. Forrest 

Anna Maria Fettucci Haight 
Andrea Korac 

Patricia M. Lanois 
Rebecca LoMack-Lupo 

Nicole Restino 
Alexis Sorbello 

 
District VIII 

2270 
Richard J. Link 

 
2397 

Bruce W. Bowman 
Joanne Squires 

William C. Squires 
Clinton Welcher 

The Galileo Galilei Lodge #2253 - initiated four new members. In the photo from the left is Tony D’Angelis, 
President; Joan Murray lodge membership chair, new members Jeff and Tricia Lopez and Rich and Lisa 
Scorcia.

Romanesque Lodge #2198 - initiation of new members pictured with President Theresa Killian (far left) and 
State Principal Trustee William Barbera (far right), under our new Banner.

Stella D’Argento Lodge #1916 - recently initiated new members, pictured left to right: Laurie Forrest, 
Rebecca Lamack-Lupo, President Charlene Jones, Patricia Lanois, Alexis Sorbello.  In addition, the lodge cel-
ebrated a Membership Appreciation Night - see photo below.

Loggia Glen Cove #1016 - welcomed new members at its June meeting. Pictured left to right are District II 
State Trustee Andrew Monteleone; President Ralph Ciano; new members Jessica Piccolo, Ciriaco 
Colantuono, and Maritza Colantuono; District II Deputy John Simonetti; new member Briana Caiazzo; and 
District II State Trustee William Sanfilippo.
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The Golden 
Lion 

is seeking new adver-
tisers - or former 

advertisers to return!  
We are asking busi-
nesses to promote 

themselves with our 
advertising. 

Call our office at  
1-800-322-6742 for 
further information.

The Golden 
Lion will have 
its Christmas 
Ad issue for 
November -
December. 

 
It is $40 per 
ad.  For info 
contact Anita 
Rosato at the 
Lodge Office,  

 
Thanks for 

your support. 

- Super Lawyers, Ten + years  
- Martindale Hubbell: Pre-Eminent 
Lawyers & 5.0/5.0 Ethics, 10+ years       
- Expert Network: Distinguished 
Lawyer 
- Avvo Rating:  10/10 & Client Rating:  
5/5 “STARS” 
- The National Trial Lawyers Association Member 15+ 
year 
- New York Times, New York City Metro Area, Top 
Attorney 

Admitted to practice in NY, NJ & MA 
Michael A. Santo, Esq. 

CELL: 516.551.5503 EMAIL:  AttySANTO@gmail.com  
Concentrating in:  

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE, 
PERSONAL INJURY & NURSING HOME CLAIMS 

40+ years of Experience 
Of Counsel to: 

Cheung & Lauterborn, P.C. 
200 Garden City Plaza, Suite 224 

Garden City, New York 11530 
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Marisa Gambino, Immediate Past President 
(center photo, 2nd from left) and husband 
Charlie (in front of the cauldron) of Loggia 
Glen Cove #1016 preparing tomatoes to be 
jarred and stored for the fall and winter.  
The photos below show the family and 
friends going through the process. 
 

Now that’s Italian! 
 
Buon Appetite.

The Garibaldi Meucci Museum 
 

Honors Sons of Italy Foundation President  
& CEO/Chairman of the GMM 

Cav. Joseph Sciame 
 

November 7, 2026 at LiGreci’s Staten 
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In celebration of Italian-American 
Culture and Heritage Month and with 

appreciation for the community service 
of my Brothers and Sisters in the       

New York State Grand Lodge OSDIA. 

New York State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli  
Member, Cellini Lodge #2206 

Paid for by DiNapoli for New York 


